City of
1900 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 5000
PORTL AND OREGON Portland, Oregon 97201
’ 503-823-7308
. . . FAX: 503-823-7250
Development Review Advisory Committee TTY 503-823-6868

www.portlandonline.com/bds

January 11, 2016
Dear Planning and Sustainability Commissioners and Urban Forestry Commissioners,

We are writing to express our support for the Bureau of Development Services’ (BDS’s) proposed
amendments to the City Tree Code (P.C.C. Title 11), which you will be considering on January 12
and 21%, respectively. We are opposed to the alternative proposal put forward by the Bureau of Parks
and Recreation.

We reviewed and discussed BDS’s proposal in detail at the Development Review Advisory Committee
(DRAC) meeting on December 17, 2015. We believe that BDS’s proposal is a well-balanced approach
to an issue that has garnered significant community attention. While addressing public concerns over
the removal of large trees in development situations, the tiered approach of the proposal recognizes the
differing impacts of various sizes of trees. DRAC members include representatives from various
development-related industries as well as neighborhood interests, and all but two members (who
abstained) expressed approval of BDS’s proposal.

We also reviewed and discussed the Parks Bureau’s code amendment proposal in a meeting on
November 19, 2015. At that time we expressed serious reservations about their proposed amendment
and the process by which the proposal was developed. DRAC members acknowledge that the
proposed revisions are meant to be a disincentive to the removal of the City’s largest trees, but the
DRAC had concerns for the "costs" proposed by Parks for tree replacement. The costs will affect other
interests, impacting housing costs, homeowners, and efforts to meet the City’s infill and density goals.
The Parks Bureau proposal was put forward as a “stop-gap” measure, while BDS’s proposal represents
a more balanced, long-term solution

We therefore encourage you to give your approval to BDS’s proposal. We believe their proposal best
serves the needs of the community and the development industry.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mowglolo Ling Wk

Maryhelen Kincaid
Development Review Advisory Committee (DRAC) Chair
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Trammell Crow Company
Skanska

Fish Construction NW Inc.



