
ORDINANCE NO. 74921_ 

AN ORDINANCE for supplementing the charter provisions 
of the City of Portland for the retirement and 
pensioning of police officers, and deolaring 
an emergency. 

The City of Portland does ordain as follows: 

Section 1. It appearing to the Council that the 
charter provisions of the City of Portland for the 
retirement and pensioning or police ofticers have 
become so ineffective and insufficient that police 
officers shun retirement although age and disability 
become such that retirement on pension would ordinarily 
be sou.ght, and that those on retire.me.ht; aad wid.owe an4 
orphans of deceased members, receive insuttioient amounts 
to provide for a reasonable living or the neoeasities ot 
life, and in many instances distress has been experienced 
on aooount of the insufficiency of the relief funds; that 
the present inadequacy or said tund ie such that the bene­
tioiaries are able to receive through the year only about 
thirty (30} per cent of the amount specified in the charter 
to ~e paid;_ th~t ~bout :!'~_year~ ago s'teps we:~ ~aken to 
wor~ out a oasis ror re~ier, ena temporary re~ier wee pro­
vided as set out in Ordinanc,e,s numbered 71783 and 73215: 
that the basis tor relief thus ·provided has .met -with court 
approval (see Mason L. Bingham, et al v. City of Portland. 
et al, Circuit Court oase No. 136SS2); that two committees 
have recently worked with a view ot providing e. .more pe.rma­
ne.nt ,basis tor relier, one ot sail o:ammittees being from 
the retired otf ia••:s and w14ow b.e.Qt;t1.o1eries, an4 tl!e 
ot.he;r beins f:rom tihe active pol1••' otf'1ce:rs1 that sa14 
001maa1tt,ee;s 12.ave upo.n joint 001.aferfe•••• .,,. a repert 
uaaa.1aio~l1 t~vro;J'iac 1ue1a ••1S,iea "' . t• .Oouaoil •r tirul 
p:r••'ti••~le '#l~• ,•he 1

1":84• a•ail•lf&e ·~.· wtlio.11 •:r ••• •a. 
a••111tbl• aloae •• 11.a•• ll•r•)~ prio1vi0.4; . taet relief 
t:r•• -~,1t,UIC1 ooaattioae l'4JJ4f11~~· .(1). • ••~tics c1_. o:t 
tter.ua1l\ai, ~~.Cit aa 1••r1•••l·11J or et1e.11al>l11 tue,d•; ti.bat 
it 1• b•,l.te·'la4 tt.at ta• pro~•l•it;• h~reta eont:a1ne4 will 
meet tlte appr'O·nl ot a lar·ae .•·•:•,r1t,. oc t:beee sp101ally 
1atere1ete·t. .. a..,.17•: th' .1:n'•tll1* ••ti••• ,,_11~• .01ttic·e:rs, 
tlle ... P•l1.o·eae1a aow ta ••'t.tr ... at, ... ~·• tlllt Ill.,_ a:ml 
•ri*e• ot eeo,•·••1

•• p1e1ll•••·• '"1~ t'ttat .tJAi••e 1r~•1,e1oae r: 
are. 11\• ··•V1et11t . t~t . eeQ. a0\91 

• \J1e M· ..... ·~~·l'C. •Pl'lr:i•S ttle 
relief 9,pe(11.t1eil .1• t/~e •,tty •,It·••~•; •<"'• ·ttt•retore, 



there is hereby created a special fund to be known as the 
Policemen's Retirement Fund which shall be built up and 
used as herein provided. This fund shall not be com­
mingled r.or oonfueed with the Policemen's Relief and 
Pension Fund but shall be separate and distinct there­
from. Payments shall continue to be made from the 
Policemen's Re•ief and Pension Fund in all respects as 
if this ordinance had not been passed, except for the 
waivers herein provided, and salary deductions shall be 
me.de for the purpose of said Policemen•s Relief and 
Pension Fund the same as if this ordinance had not been 
passed. 

Section 2. Said Policemen's Retire.m.ent Fund shall 
be built up (a) by a deduction of $5.00 each month from 
the monthly salary of each regulaI· member of the Bureau 
of Police who subscribes to this program or otherwise 
becomes a party hereto as hereinafter provided; (b) by 
suoh amount as the Council may annually provide in its 
budget for the tax levy to be used for the purposes of 
this fund, and (c) by such donations, gitts and other 
sources of inoome as may be available from time to time. 
Said salary deductions ae herein provided shall be 
oredit~d to this fu.Jld as m.adee The City Auditor and 
Treasurer are hereby authorized and directed, as tunds 
become available, to transter to this :f'Und the monies 
budgeted and collected theretor, and such transfers 
shall apply to the sum of $35,000.00 now available in 
the current yearts budget. It is contemplated that 
si.milar or ler~er emcunte will be made avall&t"te in 
future years. - No money shall be placed to the credit 
of this fund and no deduotion from the dalery of &ny 
police otf icer shall be made hereunder until a document 
signed and filed as herein pr'lvided shall have been 
exeoute,d by at least fitty p,er cent ot the l>e.neticiaries 
consistins of the active police officers, retired o:ttioers 
and widows on pension. Children beneficiaries, if any, 
shall be deemed to na.v:e oo.naeated to the terms and pro­
vision,s hereot unless atf1rmativt aotion btt taken within 
thirty !ays tro.m the etteotive ate: et t>Us ordin.aaee by 
the leflll guardian of SQ.oh .minor to reJ•ot the prov·4.sions 
hert,ot. All persons who 1n the f"\\ttu,!'1e become regular 
police off 1oer,e ot thia eity shall l\>,e 4'eme4 to ha Te con­
sented and agree,cl to the terms an4 proyteions hereof with-
out executing any form.al document ther,et,e>r. -..o,b. woman 
who in the fut,ure beoomea a widow and entitled to a wid,ow's 
pension under the provi.sions of the oity charter ·shall be 
4ee,med to haye eomaeat•• and agree4. to the ter.119 aa4 pro­
visiojn• hereof ualees she, witbin tnitty days at'tre• be­
ooN.in& such w·idow, e:~eoute a.net tile with the City Auditor 
a rormiel d.oo:weent JreJe~ottng tbe provi1i.oas he:teot, but 
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this provision shall not apply to any woman whose husband 
being now in active service fails to agree to the pro­
visions hereof and contribute to the fund. The document 
above mentioned to be signed by fifty per cent or more of 
the beneficiaries, shall be filed with the City Auditor 
within thirty days after the taking effect of this ordi­
nance, but the City Auditor before marking the same filed 
shall check to ascertain whether it is signed by the re­
quired number. If he find that it be signed by the 
required number he shall at once notify the Mayor, who 
shall; on beh8lf of the Gityj ~ign. thereto the City's 
approval together with the date thereof, whereupon said 
document and this ordinance shall constitute an agreement 
between the City and such signing members, but nothing 
contained herein shall be an agreement on the part of the 
City to provide any certain amount ot funds for transfer 
to said Policemen's Retirement Fund, inasmuch as such 
action on the part of the City constitutes a part of the 
legislative power of the City whioh oannot be contracted 
aways Said document may consist of many separate sheets 
signed by various personae Those who fail to sign such 
document within thirty days after passage of t~is ordinance 
shell have no part in said Policemen's Retirement Fund and 
have no right to share in any ot the benefits of this ordi­
n6lloe, provided that the Board of Trustees may excuse 
failure to ~ign arid file within time upon a showing of 
failure to obtain information in time. The Auditor shall 
forthwith mail a copy of this onlinanue to eaoh psracn now 
on pension, po~t ~ ecp7 thereof on the bulletin beard of 
each pracinct station, and furnish suff ioient copies to 
the Chi&t ot Folio~ to provid& aaoh mG:bar cf th~ Bu:-eeu 
with one copy. Nothing contained herein shall prevent 
any parson who tails or refuses to sign and tile with the 
Auditor suoh document as al>ove provided fro.m. receiving the 
regular prorate p,en1ion under tb! charter provisions to the 
same e:x:ten t as thereia P'rov1Ae4. 

Seotioa 3.' ••'A the mo.ne:r eveilable tor a,ny monthly 
pa7ment trom the P~lioem••'s Reliet an4 PeAa,ion Fun4 is 
insuftioient to p:ror14e tor the respeotiv• &01ounte herein 
stated, piaraeat S'b&ll ,,;e •4• troe said Policemen'• lretire­
ment Fund to per•ons Wll<> e,ba11 It eve been 0.•terminect to be 
entitled ther,eto in 1·u:oh aaou.at1 as, ac!4et to the amount 
obtai11e,4 from the Polio·•••'• Relief and Pension Fwicl, 
shall make the amounts t<> be p:ald es follows: 

(1) AD.7 regW.ar aemeer ot ti• B•reau ot :Polie:e m,ar 
r•tlre undier the pro!i•1o:at hereot it tittf•"f1•e 
Y••~·· .•1Taote tJrf &:·;·. a.o• .. th•1•eupon ae •h•ll b·e 
PA!i~ te •. l 1G 1•1r JIOAllt tol' eeo·h Je•l'. ot aoti" 
••ir'•$;oe, ~tuat ,f\\leh papm.e1at shall not 1xeee1t 
t''I. 00 p·e;r ao,ntl'l. 

I• (llel .. '.tf Pllt) 
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EaC':1 regi1lar member nf the ~~ureau of Police '~'ho 
has been or shall be pern~nen+lv retired, except 
:::n herein ot!'lerwise provided, shc..11 be paid ~2. SO 
per month for Cc.ch yec.:0~ of active servjce in said 
Bureau, but such paynent nh&ll not exceed $75.00 
per nonth. 

Whenever a ret~ular member of the 3,1re;iu of Poilce 
shall be injured ~hilc in the performance of his 
duty, or shall contract an illnesB i~ the perform­
ance of d11ty so as to be incapacitated, he nhall be 
p~id hiR regular salary frorri the General Fund ap­
propriation for Person&l Service, Bureau of Police, 
until such time a~ the Board of Trustees of the 
Policemen's Relief and Pension Fune shall, on the 
advice of the City Physician, determine that such 
officer iR a~le to resu~e performance of police 
servlC'e or tha~ such injurv or illnesq 1 s _>ernanent. 
In the latter c~se he sh&ll be placed on disability 
retirement and be paid $75. 00 per r:-:or.th; _provided 
th:1 t each year thereafter such disability be estab­
lished to the s&tiRfaction of the Board on the 
advice of the City Physich~n to be a permanent and 
total dl::;abili •y and such as to prevent the per­
fori:tt:ince of any g~inful oocupa.tion. In case a 
r lar member beco"ie~ incapaci tat8d throui~h in- . 
jury or illness not in the line of duty he shall 
r·ecei ve sick benefit~ as provided b;v Ord:l r.ance No. 
66360 as amended, as in the case of cl ty emplo;ves 
1·ho receive benefits under so.id ordinance. When 
the Boar~, on a0vlce of the C1tv Physician, de­
ter~ine~ that his dis&bility is permanent he shall 
be retired and ~&id as provided in paragraph (2) 
1't.Fll,...""r-.f' 'Pr-PaPnf" nn1 ~ r•P nf"-f'1 noY>o w'hn f':!::41 l t-n ~i O'n 
... ....,.. ""'" - ""' • ... ... ......., ..... - •• "' ~ - - ........ - - ......... - ""' ......... ....... .. _. - ...._ - - ... - - - 0 •. 

and file the waiver and agraement as herein pro­
vided, shall not be entitled to any of the benefits 
specified ln thl s -"Jaragra.ph. 

E~ch widow now on pension whos€ h~s~and u~s a 
regular member of the Bureau of Poli ~e who was 
killed or died from the effects of an injury or 
illnesn rece-' ved or contracted in the performance 
of d:.t ty shall lJe paid $50. 00 per month so long as 
she remains unme!"ried; provided, that she shall 
duly agree to the provi~ions of this ordinance 
and furn1 sh proof of claim sa ti sf ac tory to th~ 
Board. Other vri,dows no?' on pension who duly agree 
to the provisions of thi~ ordinance shall be paid 
$2.00 per month for ea.ch year she ~1as the '"'ife 
of the deceaaed member during his active service, 
so long as she re~ains unmarried, but in no case 
shall the amount exceed $50. 00 per month nor be 
lesR than $20, per month. 

Each ~·oman who 1n the future becomes a widow of 
a regular member ot· said Bnrea.u who shall have 
duly agreed to the provision~ of thie ordinance .......... 



and contributed to this i.und, and eacn v:0man who 
in the future becomes a widow of a member of sR~d 
Bureau now on pension, who duly a~rees tc) the pre­
visions hereof, shall be paid the same a:~1ount 1 mder 
the same circumstances as specif:l.ed 1.n paragraph 
(4) hei-•eof. 

(6) Each widow who is Rllowed benefit.3 under the pro­
visions hereof shall be paid an adJitional amount 
of 07.50 per month for each child of her deceased 
husband so long as such child is nnr1er 16 years of 
age, provided that such cl"d ld is c ~reci :er and 
maintained by such widow, bu-: h: no case shall the 
pa-y-n1er-i.t for the widow Hnd cl-:ildren excP.ed $50.00 
per month. The provisior~s her·eof sLall apply to 
any child legally sd0ptA~. 

(7) When any regular mer!1be~ of t.-10 Bt;,reau o·f F' i c 
shal 1 die and shall hn v0 be:::n [, c ':')'1 tri b·: tor to 
this futLl and leave no ·cvido~.v. bt1t a child l~ c:r~~_ldren 

under 16 years of age, ~>-J.:h clLl ltl l-'I' ·:::h.LL~ rc~1 DLn.ll 
be paid th3 sum of _:50 00 mo~t:: m:.t 
the age of 16 years; provided: tha~ the 
so paid to the '!11:!.~dren of an>~ s'1c'--: r~ 
shall Dot exceed • r rnonV-1, 
hereof shall apply to any chiid l 

Section 4. The Board of stoes o... '3men 1 s 
Relief and Pension Fund shal 1 awn t 1· t and 
provisions of this ordinance and 1 recei vc z-•. nd de-
tennine all applications .for a1lo-r¥nnce hereu.:.:dar, The 
waiver and agreement mentioned in scc.ti:n1 2 1·:.~recf shall 
provide that the signer waives any :"ight; of s ion or 
rell~r :i.n exce5s of the :::-e~pe~ti v0 P.!'"nnnt8 
and agrees to each and all of the terms and provisions 
hereof. Each ~nd all of said wai v0~.:'s and agreements 
shall continue in effect so long as the Citv c~un:il 
sh.all continue to budget annually i;~35, 000, 00 or more 
for the use of said Policemen's Retirement Fund, or 
until a charter runendment or other l sla ti on l 
have become applicable to the purposes of' thi '3 

nance. In the EP1ent that the fund3 provided er· the 
provisions of this ordinanc,1 become insuf f1oient at any 
time to meet the paymcnta herein specif led for eny calendar 
year, then payment shall be made pro rata for the remainder 
of that year. It is contemplated that the provisions 
hereof shall supersede any and all right to c payment 
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ot acrumulated, unpaid portions of back pensions that 
have accrued or shall accrue either under the pro­
visions of thiB ordinance or under the provisions 

74921 

of the charter, but in the event that any person shall 
establish a right to a payment in excess of the pro­
visions hereot in consequence of back pensions unpaid, 
then nothing contained herein and no waiver or agree­
ment hereunder shall prevent any person from receiving 
his or her pro rata share. 

Section 5. The provisions of this ordinance shall 
apply to regular policewomen as well as to regular police­
men. It shall not apply to any member of the Bureau 
while on leave ot absence granted by the Council for 
~ti=~oses other than the work of the Bureau of Police, 
and any such member now on leave may sign and file his 
waiver and agreement hereto within thirty days after 
returning to aotive service. Any person resigning or 
discharged from said Bureau shall waive all rights in 
said :fund. S&'C tions 311, 315 and. the first sentence 
of seotion 305 of the charter shall be applicable hereto .. 
This ordinance shall not be applicable to for.me:r Cificer 
H. E. Taft, who was retired Wlder certain spet"i.al pro­
visions, which take the nature of a contract. The Auditor 
shall furnish tor the files of the Board or Trustees or 
the Polioemen'e Relier and Pension Fund a certified copy 
of this ordinance tor ready reterenoe and information, 
and shall annually furnish to the Budget Committee an 
e1stimate of th:e amount needed under this ordimnce tor 
the ensuing year. 

Section 6. Ine.amuch as this ordinan.oe is necessary 
t9r the immediate preserv·ation ot the public heal th, peace 
S.'ld satetr of the City of Portland in this: That no un­
necessBry delay should be e:rpe:r1e,noe1d in the taprovemen.t 
of the police foroe ot the Cit:r 8;B4 pr,ov14.1,AS tQr a more 
etuital:>le paymeat of bt:,n.etl.~•J t-e:retore, aa. •)•rgeaoy ia 
herie1b7 deolare14 to exiet a8' thi,1 ordinance shall b,e iB 
torce and eftee't trom anl arter its p&tl&1a1e by the Council. 

FEB 5 1941 
Pass:e4 by the Council 

Attest: 

1-31-41 L. ltL. 

By Oraer oT 
the Council. 

L. E. 8. 

R. E. RILEY 

Meyorofth~f;.:~ 

Audi tor ot the City t;;f Portland. 
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