John Teply

6625 N, Seneca Si.

Portland , OR 97203
503.286.4959
email:bigfish@ateliergallery.com

Thank you Commiissioner Novick and Members of the Commission for this opportunity to give testimony
for the traffic island that St. Johns cails lvy Island.

| LOVE lvy Island our St. Johns Gateway and | do NOT want to see it destroyed or given away to Mr.
Bolouri.

The vacation is justified by the St Johns Lombard Plan. The 5t Johns Lombard Plan is a thing of beauty, it
has three important points that matter to this development: NUMBER ONE, in creating our Gateway,
there needs to be improved visibility into the downtown business district, or at the very least, we should
not block the visibility we afready have; TWO, there must be improved pedestrian walkabitity along this
east/west corridor, and NUMBER THREE, this intersection here at N. Charleston and Lombard needs to
be made safe —right now it's a blind corner and we need to make it safer. Simple, elegant, and no
parking or traffic impact on James John Elementary School.

Let’s lock over here at Mr. Bolouri’s plan. His development fails on ali but one count — it makes the
Charleston intersection safer, but that's ALL that it does, there’s not improved visibility into our
downtown core, in fact there’s now a tall brick building blocking our view into downtown! No
improvement, an outright fail. In terms of improved east/west walkability for pedestrians, all we have is
just this sidewalk that goes along the perimeter of Mr. Bolouri’'s development and runs right next to the
traffic. The Pedestrian is exposed to the traffic on Lombard RT30. No improvement, exactly how we have
it now. So it fails, on all but that one point.

On these grounds alone, Mr. Bolouri has not earned the right for us to give him our public land, our Ivy
Island and St. Johns Gateway. | would like to see us KEEP lvy Island, KEEP the slip lane... Perhaps one day
we will bring the STREET CAR back to downtown St Johns and on that day [ would be happy to use our
public lands for that reason. But right now, it’s not worth it. Without doing a thing to ivy Island, we have
visibility into our downtown and a unique Gateway into St Johns! In cur mad dash towards progress and
density, we want ST JOHNS TO STILL LOOK LIKE ST JOHNS and have a proper Gateway!

The Charleston/Lombard corner is unsafe because a building blocks sight on a curve and because cars
speed as they enter the Slip Lane, But once they tear down the old Value Giant building, all it would take
to fix this is to set any new building back FOUR FEET farther than current regulations. If that happens it
will be safe. The problem of speed can be dealt with more conventionally: such as a pedestrian stoplight.
We can put a man on the moon and a woman in the space station, we can CERTAINLY find a way to slow
down traffic and make that corner safe.

included is a growing community petition of over 400 neighbors who feel as 1 do. Save vy Island!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.




Enclosed

1) Town Center Gateway Intersection Improvements, SJLP page 86.

Similar to Exhibit 3, but more of a stress on walkability and
Gateway issues.

2) Photos of St. Johns Gateway approach from the east.

3) Gerry Howard Letter.

4) Community Petition against the vacation of lvy Island and the Slip
Lane. An incomplete, growing petition. The final version will be
presented eventually to the City Council when this comes up for vote«




Transportation Implementation

Town Center Gateway Intersection Improvements

There are two “front doors” or gateways to St. Johns for visitors arriving by car from outside the area:
the Philadelphia/ Ivanhoe and Lombard/ Richmond intersections. Both are major traffic portals as well.
While previous planning efforts have improved the appearance and function of these intersections as
gateways through landscaping, the current designs have also tended to obscure sight lines into the
commercial core that lies behind the gateways. To help support revitalization of the business district -
through improving the visual as well physical connection into the commercial core, consistent with the
plan objectives, the recommendations include new alignment concepts at both intersection locations,

Lombard/Richmond Gateway

Sight lines into the town center core from Lombard at Richmond are complicated by the bend in
Lombard as it passes by the Lombard/Richmond gateway. Furthermore, the right-turn lane from
Lombard westbound into the commercial core curves around a large radius corner that obscures sight
distances with pedestrians crossing Lombard further to the west, near James John Elementary School
and encourages speeding.

The new design concept shifts the island to the north and merges it with the sidewalk area, creating a
more traditional right angle intersection alignment. Eastbound traffic on Lombard entering the town
center core would still have a free right turn, but the turn movement would be around a tighter radius
corner that will slow traffic speeds and improve sight distances down Lombard. The space occupied by
the former island could be designed to allow for more active pedestrian use and improve sight lines into
the commercial core for traffic approaching the interséction from the east. There are no capacity
impacts anticipated with this realignment. Specific design details still need to be developed through a
design engineering process with public involvement.

Recommended design for the
Lombard/Richmond gateway.

5t. Johns/Lombard Plan June 2004



Photos and Map

1)Current approach to St Johns from N. Oswego, one block east of

N. Richmond. The circled structures are Signal Pizza and the side of
Peninsula Station, one block west of N.Richmond on the SW corner of
N. Charleston,

2) Current approach to St Johns from N. Richmond. The circled
structures are Signal Pizza and the side of Peninsula Station, one block
west of N.Richmond on the SW corner of N. Charleston.

3) The current view from N. Richmond and N. Lombard. This is the view
that would exist if the SJLP was followed. From this vantage you can see
to businesses on N. John St., two blocks west of N. Richmond. The
circled structures are Signal Pizza and the side of Peninsula Station, one
block west of N.Richmond on the SW corner of N. Charleston. This view
will not exist with the Bolouri Development for a building will be here.

4) The approach with the Bolouri Development.
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Gerry Howard’s Letter to the St Johns Review
October 2, 2015

Published by John Daniel Teply - October 28, 2015 at 1:16pm

Dear Editor,
As an original member of the Citizen Working Group (CWO) for the St. Johns/Lombard Plan, |
am very interested in the discussion regarding the proposed Union at St. Johns project located at
Lombard and Richmond which includes a redesign of the traffic island such that the city will allow
the slip lane to be removed and the building to intrude into the vacated space. As noted by ofhers,
this will effectively construct a 4-story wall right at a strategic entrance to the business district. This
was not the intent of the CWG. While the Plan itself does not discuss this intersection at length, the
issue was an important topic of discussion at multiple CWG meetings. The design ultimately adopted
as an element of the Plan came about due fo feedback received from both St. Johns residents and
businesses. At that time, the concerns revolved around excessive traffic speeds, crossing safety and
the importance of the intersection as an iconic en try point into the business district. Many business
owners felt that when through traffic was diverted off of Lombard and onto Ivanhoe, the business
district suffered tre mendously. With entry into the slip lane being located to the east, it was
opinioned that potential shoppers were already committed to the Richmond f lvanhoe bypass before
they even realized there was a business district. By eliminating the slip and installing traffic
signals at the intersection, drivers would be able to see the business district while waiting for the
signal to change. As [ recall, the consensus of the CWG was that the slip lane would be removed,
but the plaza would remain {and be enlarged). Obviously a brick wall would stymie the intent.

Please note that in addition to the Plan document itself, there were multiple studies prepared to
provide background information used in the formulation of the Plan. The background work was
performed by the Bureau of Planning along with contractors engaged by the City. Members of the
CWG re viewed a large amount of infor mation over a 2-1/2 year period, including the various
studies and reports prepared by coniractors, the Portland Harbor Industrial Lands Study (Part
One and Part Two), and the St. Johns Truck Study, along with feedback generated by Community
Outreach efforts; Neighborhood Walks, Open Houses, Visioning Work shops, and input from the
affected neighborhood and business associations.

Background information regarding the redesign of the intersection and of vy Island ¢an be
found in the Urban Development Concept Report prepared in May2003 by Lennertz Coyle &
Associates along with (among others) E. D. Hovee & Company. This report has several
appendixes including a Project Memorandum prepared by E. D. Hovee with the subject
line"Assessment of St. Johns Waterfront Industrial Areas.” That 8-page memo itself incorporates
various appendixes, including one identified as "Chapter 3: Alternatives Evaluation." On page 3-
26 of that report is a more detailed discussion of the proposed re-design of the fraffic island (lvy
Island) with several potential alternatives. Option C is the recommended design and an
iltustration of that option is found on page 3-26. Note the wording of the recommendation is as
follows: "The project would remove the existing traffic island and shift the travel lanes on Lombard
Sireet to the south. The gain in property fo the north should be incorporated to (sic) a large




-~ PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate ivy island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. Ivy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
-~ s and Is not by design or in spirit In accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the Clty

( .operty NOT be vacated.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portiand City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. lvy island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St

(

" 1ohns and Is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

roperty NOT be vacated.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. lvy Istand and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
lohns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

roperty NOT be vacated.
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_ PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Councit DO NOT vacate vy Island and the

Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. lvy island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into

the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
-1ohns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St fohns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

operty NOT be vacated.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CiTY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. vy island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
- \ohns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

Jroperty NOT be vacated,
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portiand City Council DO NOT vacate Ivy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. lvy island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard wiil be out of character with St

]

croperty NOT he vacated,

Johns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

(.‘. —
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. PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. Ivy Island and the Lombard SHp are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
-‘~hns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the 5t Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

operty NOT be vacated.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. lvy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
‘ohns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

roperty NOT be vacated.
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_ PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Fahid Development. Ivy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
- 'ahns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

. operty NOT be vacated.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portfand and the Partland City Counc DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip In favor of the Fahid Development. ivy Island and the Lombard Shp are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District, The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
'~hns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

( operty NOT be vacated.
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. PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. Ivy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with st
( “ins and Is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the StJohns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the Clty

. »operty NOT be vacated,.
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COLINCIL

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Councl DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the

Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. vy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into

the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
"~ hns and Is not by design or In spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the Clty

~coperty NOT be vacated.
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. PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland.and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Developmént. vy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with 5t
- ~hns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

( .operty NOT be vacated.
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- PETITION TO THE MAYCOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate vy Island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. vy Istand and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District, The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
" " hns and Is not by design or In spirit In accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the Clty

 roperty NOT be vacated,
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. PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy Island and the

Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. lvy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into
‘the Stjohns Business-District. The-new project atthe corner of N.-Richmend and N, Lombard wifl be-out-of character with St
hns and is not by design or in spirit In accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

C

- operty NOT be vacated.
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QRETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

e the undersigned ask that the Mayer of Partland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate lvy island and the
Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. lvy Island and the Lombard Slip are a trad;tlonai an;i lovely entrance into
the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond anid N. Lombarg will be out of character with St

(

operty NOT be vacated.

“~hns and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St johns Lombard Plan. For thgse reasons we ask that the City
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PETITION TO THE MAYOR OF PORTLAND AND THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL

A

We the undersigned ask that the Mayor of Portland and the Portland City Council DO NOT vacate Ivy Island and the

Lombard Slip in favor of the Farid Development. lvy Island and the Lombard Slip are a traditional and lovely entrance into

the St Johns Business District. The new project at the corner of N. Richmond and N. Lombard will be out of character with St
' ( hins and is not by design or in spirit in accordance with the St Johns Lombard Plan. For these reasons we ask that the City

- .operty NOT be vacated.
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