
THE CHINESE INHABITANTS OF PORTLAND, OREGON 

The Chinese inhabitants of Portland num
ber about 3.500, but at the present time a con
siderable number are working at the sal mon 
canneries on the Columbia river. Puget sound 
and Alaska. Of this Chinese populat ion there 
are probably 200 chi ldren and about 75 
women. 

There arc about ninety mercant ile places 
in the city where may be fou nd wares of e,·ery 
description. but mostly imported goods of 
Chinese manufacture. which cannot be pur
chased elsewhere. 
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Among the places of interest in the Chinese 
quarter may be me ntioned two Chinese res
ta urants, two theaters. but one of which is 
now running, o ne principa l joss house. lo
cated at 64½ Second st reet, and several minor 
ones. The joss house is the place of worship 
of the O1inese public and the re may be found 
many costly idols. A Chinese hospital is con
ducted by the Jung vVah Company and here 
many strange herbs and medicines may be 
found. 

A s is the custom of the Chinese in the dif
fe rent cities on the Pacific coast and else
where, in Portland they occupy the central 
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portion of the c ity a nd they ha,·e bui lt up for 
themselves a di stinct city on leased grounds. 

They as a r ule maintain their home cus
toms and they may be seen in their daily life 
attired in the costume of their mother coun
try. Their place of business is also their resi
dence and it is a common sight to see the 

little childre n toddling about the floor of 
thei r father's store. 

A sm all percentage of the Ch inese of Port
land have become thoroughly Americanized . 
having adopted the American style of cloth
ing . and living in private residences in the 
residence po rtion of the city and in other 

ways taking kindly to the American manner 
o f living. 

They are very industrious. and without ex
ception tend to their own affairs. being law
abiding to a marked degree in their inter
course with Americans and Europeans. 

T hey are ,·ery economical in their daily 
living. but on holidays. particularly o n the 
Chinese New Year. they spend great sum~ 
o f money in merry-making. At such a time 
the Chinese quarter is in an uproar with the 
bursting of firecrackers and with music. a nd 
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tl!e Chinese home~ a re thrown open fo r the 
d1spens111g of unstmted hospitality. They arc 
generous. and many local ,\ merican charities 
are benefited by their offerings. 

Some of the leading merchants of Portland 
have acqui red considerable wealth . The g1·eat 
num ber of th e Chinese. however. are employed 
as laborers, where they. by honest toil and 
frugal living, soon become independent. so 
that they are enabled to take a trip to China 
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