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Powell-Division Transit 
and Development Project

Today’s Presentations:

• Briefing on Transit Action Plan and planning 
process 

• Overview of local supporting transportation 
plans and projects underway in the corridor

• Introduce Portland’s local community 
development action plan



42-YEAR WORKPLAN



5PORTLANDOREGON.GOV/TRANSPORTATION

Vision Zero



Supports Vision Zero & Connect 
to Economic Opportunity
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• SE Powell Blvd, 82nd Ave and SE Division 
designated High Crash Corridors

• Existing high demand for pedestrians and 
cyclists traveling in the corridor and 
accessing transit.  

• Powell-Division Project an opportunity to: 

• Improve safety and provide streets for 
everyone.

• Provide more transit options for 
communities of color and underserved 
populations, particularly in East Portland.





Metro Councilor Bob Stacey 
Steering Committee Co-chair

Dana Lucero 
public engagement lead



Approach based on place 

Partnership

Planning

Implementation



•Briefings
•Culturally specific, multilingual 
engagement 

•Youth engagement 
•Local business engagement 

•Community and related 
projects’ events 

•Talk with staff sessions 

Community driven decision 
making



Mid March through May 2015

 Online survey, open April 17 to May 19

 Postcard to residents within 300 feet of 
Cleveland Ave and apartments along 
Gresham route options

 Community forum in Gresham and 
neighborhood meetings in Gresham and 
East and Southeast Portland

 Latino, Chinese, Vietnamese, Russian-
speaking, Tongan, Bhutanese, African 
American and African immigrant 
community discussions

 Youth-led business canvassing in East and 
Southeast Portland

 Briefings to commissions, councils and 
standing committees

 Interactive displays at community locations

 Student and youth engagement 

 Bus rapid transit learning session



Transit  connections

•Connects downtowns of 2 largest cities in region
•Connects to MAX light rail
•Strong transit demand today
• Designated regional high capacity transit priority
• Recommended through East Metro Connections Plan

Division's 4-line: 9,000+/day

Powell's 9-line: 8,700+/day
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Transit connections
• Good arterial network with north/south bus routes
• Major capital investments in walking and biking
• TriMet Eastside Service Enhancement Plan
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Capacity of Providence Park 
Timbers Soccer 20,438

82nd & Division 
18,000 ons/offs a week 



Economic connections
• Areas of the corridor have recently completed rezoning studies
• Areas that are being planning for redevelopment, including PDC 
business districts,  comprehensive plan  neighborhood centers

Jade 
District

122nd

Downtown 
Gresham

Mount Hood 
Community 
College

162nd
Foster/
Powell

Portland-Milwaukie 
light rail

Downtown 
Portland
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Education corridor
•PSU
•OHSU
•Portland Community College 
•Mt Hood Community College
•Warner Pacific College

PCC

Mount 
Hood

OHSU

David
Douglas 
HS

Reynolds 
HS

http://djcoregon.com/news/2010/02/25/47713-
bldgc/

15

PSU

•Cleveland HS
•Franklin HS
•David Douglas HS
•Reynolds HS
•Centennial HS
•Gresham HS



Region’s first BRT line 
connecting downtown 
Portland and Gresham

Development strategy:
•Areas of change and stability
•Policies and projects to support 
stations and community
•Align local, regional, public and 
private investments to support 
community goals

TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT

• Route
• Stations
• Supporting projects

• Regional actions
• Portland actions
• Gresham actions

+



Development
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82nd Ave/ 
Division



There’s a prime piece of property within the Jade District that 
Metro has acquired for a transit oriented development, a furniture 
store on the corner there.  I was delighted to learn that.

-Portland Commissioner Nick Fish, 
January 28, 2015



Steering Committee major actions

Winter 2014: Metro establishes Steering 
Committee

Spring 2014: Defined goals and outcomes

Fall 2014: Recommended inner Powell, outer 
Division general route and BRT as mode

Spring 2015: Refined transit alternative

June 2015: Recommended Transit Action 
Plan to move forward BRT 



June 1, 2015: Steering Committee 
Recommendation



Transit Action Plan
codifies decisions, supports moving into Project 
Development, lays out complementary actions



Decisions made:
• Bus rapid transit
• Tilikum Crossing to Powell transitioning to     
Division to Mt Hood Community College 



Portland options:
• SW 5th/6th Transit Mall
• SW Columbia/Jefferson
• 50th Ave
• 52nd Ave
• 82nd Ave

Gresham options:
• Main Ave/223rd Ave
• Cleveland Ave
• Hogan Rd



Upcoming decisions:
Locally preferred alternative that includes route, 
mode and station locations  (Spring 2016)
Informed by conceptual design, transit service planning, bicycle 
and pedestrian network analysis and Portland Action Plan









www.oregonmmetro.gov/powelldivision



Summer 2015 to Summer 2017
• Summer 2015: Enter into 2-year Project 

Development upon FTA approval

• Fall 2015: Metro Council endorsement of 
Transit Action Plan

• Early Spring 2016: Locally preferred alternative 
Steering Committee recommendation

• Spring 2016: Partners endorse LPA

• Summer 2016: Metro Council approval of LPA 
into Regional Transportation Plan

www.oregonmmetro.gov/powelldivision



Powell-Division Corridor: 

Supporting Transportation 
Plans and Projects
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East Portland in Motion
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• An implementation strategy for 
active transportation in East 
Portland.

• Adopted in 2012.

• Over $47 Million allocated to EPIM 
projects by City and other agency 
partners between 2012 and 2018.

• Several funded safety & access 
projects in Powell-Division corridor.



Completed & Funded EPIM Projects 
near Outer SE Division
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Completed & Funded Projects near 
Inner SE Powell Blvd
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Completed & Funded Projects near 
Powell Blvd and Division
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Division-Midway 
Neighborhood Street Plan

• Identifies local street and pathway 
connections to improve connectivity:

• Improvements to existing public rights-of-way

• Future connections through large blocks

• Prioritizes connections that most help 
achieve City goals on equity, healthy and 
connected complete neighborhoods and 
access to transit.

• City Council adoption late Summer 2015



P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 37



P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 38



122nd Ave TriMet Partnership 
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• TriMet commitment to provide 
Frequent Service along 122nd Ave, Bus 
line 71.

• City of Portland commitment to fund 
and build safety and access to transit 
improvements. 

• Status: Several projects funded and in 
design. Construction in 2016



Service Enhancement Plans
Creating a shared vision for making transit better

www.trimet.org/future



Eastside Service Enhancement Plan

• More coverage (e.g., north-south 
service)

• Service more often, earlier, and later
• Connect with employment areas
• Enhance access to education, healthy

food and services
• Partnerships to improve access to bus and light 

rail stops 


