Linnton
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June 21, 2015

Dear Mayor Hales & Commissioners,

This is Linnton's last chance, Please allow the small area between NW Front Avenue to
the west & the River to the east, and bordered by the mill property to the south & 112th
to the north to change out of heavy industrial use. Let the market decide it's use. Itis not
good industrial land. The river is too shallow. The shipping channel is on the east side (by
Toyota). There is not enough room for switching on the railroad tracks. This smali area

is in the heart of our community. The current zoning makes no sense. It puts heavy
industrial uses too close to the historic homes on the hillside. You can throw a rock from
some of our decks onto the property zoned heavy industrial below. A zoning change
would give Linnton a town center & provide river access for the entire west side of
Portland.

Linnton was ripped in half when the highway was widened. Linnton is a strong & proud
community of people with its own identity & sense of place. The community spirit of
Linnton is what is what Portland is trying to develop in other communities. It seems as if
Portland set on destroying one of its biggest assets. Many who live here inherited their
homes from their parents. Dick Divincenzo, an elderly Linnton resident poured his heart
into a book called Linnton-The Town too Tough to Die. It is available at the Linnton
Feed & Seed.

Please don’t allow the historic community of Linnton to be destroyed by corporate greed.
There is not a shortage of industrial land in the City of Portland. There is only a shortage
of “clean” uncontaminated industrial land.

The City of Portland predicts it will need 1,900 acres of industrial land by 2025. There is
over 1000 acres of underutilized industrial land sitting in the northwest Industrial
Sanctuary alone. The Northwest Industrial Sanctuary is only 11% of the entire industrial
sanctuary in Portland, Half of Hayden Islands industrial land was sitting vacant when
Coungil reviewed Linnton's Land Use Plan in 2006. The Working Waterfront Coalition
flew in attorneys from all over the country to fight us & Linnton almost won- with a true
grassroots movement. Most industrial land sits in limbo due of contamination.

Industries can well afford to clean up after themselves. Companies such Exxon-Mobil,
PGE, Enron, Gunderson, Esco etc. can afford to clean up their sites and reuse, sell or
lease them to free up industrial land. These companies avoid selling or leasing the vacant
and underutilized industrial land they own to avoid scrutiny by the DEQ and EPA. Soil
testing is required for buyers to receive financing. These companies are just holding onto
their contaminated property to avoid the cost of cleaning it up until the time is right to put
condominiums in. Or they use a small portion for storage and leave the rest in blight.
The 30 acre Harborton site owned by PGE (Enron) in Linnton is an example. It is
contaminated. They are holding onto it "for tax purposes". They operate one piece of
equipment on it and the rest of the acreage just sits strewn with litter and junk and blue
tarps. ESCO is moving out of northwest Portland & has applied for a zoning change to
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EX. They are going to have condos put on the site they have used for manufacturing for a
century,

These companies are land banking. They are using their vacant and underutilized
industrial land as an investment. They are depending and planning on the city keeping
industrial land inexpensive. These industries benefit by complaining of a “shortage of
industrial land” and having the urban growth boundary expanded rather than
paying to clean up their polluted property.

Industries taxes are based on their operations and equipment. They are in usually located
in "enterprise zones". There are little or no property taxes in "enterprise zones".
Industries are "land banking" & benefitting from having polluted the land they sit on.
They wait until there is pressure on the city for more housing, When the time is
right they apply for a zoning change & sell at a high price for housing. Industrial
land is a great investment for corporations. In the meanwhile they continue getting
tax breaks on their land banked property. Babcock Land LLC owns the property strewn
with steel that operates under the name of Harmer Steel in Linnton. George Webb owns
both Babcock Land and Harmer Steel. Many of these corporations have multiple sites.
When they report the number of people employed at their company they report the total
number of people employed by the company-not the number at any one site. For example
Foss Maritime at Jone time reported over 200 employees in Linnton. In reality there are
less than ten employees at Foss in Linnton. The 200 employees are located all up &
down the west coast.

They would rather have the urban growth boundary expanded, eating up valuable farm
and forest land to accommodate the need for industrial land than clean up the
contamination they caused on their own land. The answer is simply for citizens and
corporations to clean up after themselves. Some of these large corporations give more to
the “arts” than it would take to clean up all of the City of Portland and the river. Many
of their CEOs will get enough of a “golden Parachute" at retirement to clean up both the
Columbia and the Willamette.

Let the zoning in Linnton between Front Avenue & the river change out of heavy
industrial use. The Working Waterfront Coalition is inactive in Portland now. They
haven't updated their website in years. Let the market decide the use. It is not good
industrial land. The river is too shallow & there is not enough room for switching on the
tracks.

Please don’t allow the historic community of Linnton to be destroyed by corporate greed.
Please allow for some affordable housing to equal out the gentrification that is occutring
on Linnton's historic hillsides. The average age of people in Linnton is older than in any
other community in Portland. There needs to be affordable homes or apartments so
young families will get the benefit of the excellent schools assigned to Linnton. There are
many opportunities for a tiny house community connected to Linnton's STEM site on
Front Avenue & for partnerships to build an art commumity of tiny houses focusing on
metal arts.
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Respectfully,

A

Pat Wagner
Linnton
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June 21, 2015

Dear Mayor Hales & Commissioners,

This is Linnton's last chance. Please allow the small area between NW Front Avenue to
the west & the River to the east, and bordered by the mill property to the south & 112th
to the north to change out of heavy industrial use. Let the market decide it's use. It is not
good industrial land. The river is too shallow. The shipping channel is on the east side (by
Toyota). There is not enough room for switching on the railroad tracks. This small area

is in the heart of our community. The current zoning makes no sense. It puts heavy
industrial uses too close to the historic homes on the hillside. You can throw a rock from
some of our decks onto the property zoned heavy industrial below. A zoning change
would give Linnton a town center & provide river access for the entire west side of
Portland.

Linnton was ripped in half when the highway was widened. Linnton is a strong & proud
community of people with its own identity & sense of place. The community spirit of
Linnton is what is what Portland is trying to develop in other communities. It seems as if
Portland set on destroying one of its biggest assets. Many who live here inherited their
homes from their parents. Dick Divincenzo, an elderly Linnton resident poured his heart
into a book called Linnton-The Town too Tough to Die. It is available at the Linnton
Feed & Seed.

Please don’t allow the historic community of Linnton to be destroyed by corporate greed.
There is not a shortage of industrial land in the City of Portland. There is only a shortage
of “clean” uncontaminated industrial land.

The City of Portland prediets it will need 1,900 acres of industrial land by 2025. There is
over 1000 acres of underutilized industrial land sitting in the northwest Industrial
Sanctuary alone. The Northwest Industrial Sanctuary is only 11% of the entire industrial
sanctuary in Portland. Half of Hayden Islands industrial land was sifting vacant when
Council reviewed Linnton's Land Use Plan in 2006. The Working Waterfront Coalition
flew in attorneys from all over the country to fight us & Linnton almost won- with a true
grassroots movement. Most industrial land sits in limbo due of contamination.

Industries can well afford to clean up after themselves. Companies such Exxon-Mobil,
PGE, Enron, Gunderson, Esco etc. can afford to clean up their sites and reuse, sell or
lease them to free up industrial land. These companies avoid selling or leasing the vacant
and underutilized industrial land they own to avoid scrutiny by the DEQ and EPA, Soil
testing is required for buyers to receive financing., These companies are just holding onto
their contaminated property to avoid the cost of cleaning it up until the time is right to put
condominiums in. Or they use a small portion for storage and leave the rest in blight.
The 30 acre Harborton site owned by PGE (Enron) in Linnton is an example. It is
contaminated. They are holding onto it "for tax purposes". They operate one piece of
equipment on it and the rest of the acreage just sits strewn with litter and junk and blue
tarps. ESCO is moving out of northwest Portland & has applied for a zoning change to




EX. They are going to have condos put on the site they have used for manufacturing for a
century.

These companies are land banking, They are using their vacant and underutilized
industrial land as an investment. They are depending and planning on the city keeping
industrial land inexpensive. These industries benefit by complaining of a “shortage of
industrial land” and having the urban growth boundary expanded rather than
paying to clean up their polluted property.

Industries taxes are based on their operations and equipment. They are in usually located
in "enterprise zones". There are little or no property taxes in "enterprise zones".
Industries are "land banking" & benefitting from having polluted the land they sit on.
They wait until there is pressure on the city for more housing. When the time is
right they apply for a zoning change & sell at a high price for housing. Industrial
land is a great investment for corporations. In the meanwhile they continue getling
tax breaks on their land banked property. Babcock Land LLC owns the property strewn
with steel that operates under the name of Harmer Steel in Linnton. George Webb owns
both Babcock Land and Harmer Steel. Many of these corporations have multiple sites.
When they report the number of people employed at their company they report the tofal
number of people employed by the company-not the number at any one site, For example
Foss Maritime at Qone time reported over 200 employees in Linnton, In reality there are
less than ten employees at Foss in Linnton. The 200 employees are located all up &
down the west coast.

They would rather have the urban growth boundary expanded, eating up valuable farm
and forest land to accommodate the need for industrial land than clean up the
contamination they caused on their own land. The answer is simply for citizens and
corporations to clean up after themselves. Some of these large corporations give more to
the “arts” than it would take to clean up all of the City of Portland and the river. Many
of their CEOs will get enough of a “golden Parachute" at retirement to clean up both the
Columbia and the Willamette.

Let the zoning in Linnton between Front Avenue & the river change out of heavy
industrial use. The Working Waterfront Coalition is inactive in Portland now. They
haven't updated their website in years. Let the market decide the use. It is not good
industrial land. The river is too shallow & there is not enough room for switching on the
tracks.

Please don’t allow the historic community of Linnton to be destroyed by corporate greed.
Please allow for some affordable housing to equal out the gentrification that is occurring
on Linnton's historic hillsides. The average age of people in Linnton is older than in any
other community in Portland. There needs to be affordable homes or apartments so
young families will get the benefit of the excellent schools assigned to Linnton. There are
many opportunities for a tiny house community connected to Linnton's STEM site on
Front Avenue & for partnerships to build an art community of tiny houses focusing on
metal arts.




Respectfully,

ai‘;

Pat Wagner
Linnton
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