February 24, 2015

Bureau of Planning and Sustainability
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, Oregon 97201-5380

RE: TSP ID No: 30050 and St Johns/ Lombard Plan Transportation Actions for the “Hillside
and Riverfront”, designated as HR1 through HR6, T C10, and TC21.

To Whom It May Concern:

The Cathedral Park Neighborhood Association (CPNA) writes to provide input regarding
TSP ID No. 30050 and the St Johns/ Lombard Plan Transportation Actions for the “Hillside and
Riverfront”, designated as HR1 through HR6.

Cathedral Park is a historic neighborhood bordered by the St. Johns Bridge, the
Willamette River and the University Park and St. Johns neighborhoods. We are host to the
Portland Marathon, the Portland Triathlon, the Holiday Half, and numerous other running and
oycling races and events. In addition, Willamette Boulevard is heavily used on a daily basis by
cyclists, runners, walkers and University of Portland students. Cathedral Park, itself, is host to
more weddings than any other park in the city. Cathedral Park also hosts the Cathedral Park Jazz
Festival, the Willamette River Revival, and a summer full of concerts and events. Asa
neighborhood, we pride ourselves on supporting, and participating in these cvents.

The Cathedral Park neighborhood is also a small neighborhood that is st to experience
significant growth pursuant to the Comprehensive Plan, which will designate a substantial
portion of our neighborhood a mixed use urban center. It is likely that once the Comprehensive
Plan is finalized, this development will happen very quickly. There are currently at least 4 large
lots for sale in this area, including the 15 acre “Steel Hammer” property on the Cathedral Park
Waterfront, Likewise, clean-up of the adjacent Willamette Cove begins in March 2015, which
will expedite progress of the North Portland Greenway Trail, Segment 3.

The Cathedral Park neighborhood supports this growth and is excited about both the
development and increased recreational possibilitics that will come with it. We are, however,
concerned about the lack of existing infrastructure to support the increased traffic, noise and
congestion that will occur as a result of this development. There are also significant safety issues
for drivers, but especially for pedestrians and cyclists. Currently, many streets in the
neighborhood are either completely unimproved or lack any sidewalks, pedestrian corridors,
traffic signals, traffic calming devices, or bike lancs. Significantly, Willamette Boulevard is the
main cycling route on the Peninsula, yet the bike lanes that run the entire length of Willamette
Boulevard through University Park completely disappear once you enter Cathedral Park. The
lack of a bike lane or any traffic calming devices causes drivers to speed up significantly from
Richmond Ave. to Burlington Ave. At the same time, the road narrows, and begins to slope
downward until it meets the very steep downhill of Burlington Avenue. This particular



intersection has been the site of many near misses and dangerous situations throughout the years.
(Please see attached article from the St. Johns Review dated July 1, 1921 describing how the car
in which Mr. McMurren and his daughter tipped over; “turtled” at this intersection.)

The neighborhood is providing this testimony in support of actions to be taken under TSP
ID number 30050 and as set forth in the St Johns/ Lombard Plan Transportation Actions for the
“[iliside and Riverfront”, designated as HR1 through HR6, TC10 and TC21. We would like to
see these items made a priority before this high-density development begins in the neighborhood.
We are appreciative of your time and look forward to working with you to create a sate,
sustainablé and livable Cathedral Park neighborhood.

We look forward to working with you all on these matters.

Best Regards,

The Cathedral Park Neighborhood Association

Jennifer Vitello, CPNA Habitat and Livability Chair

Doug Larson, Chairman of the Cathedral Park Neighborhood Association

Nicholas Grisham, CPNA Land Use and Zoning Chair
Dan Riordan, CPNA Treasurer and Member At Large
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