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RESOLUTION No. 47105
Authorize City Attorney to appear as amicus curiae in support of victims of human trafficking (Resolution)

WHEREAS, Human sex trafficking is a scourge on our communities; and

WHEREAS, Human sex traffickers frequently utilize on-line advertising services to conduct their illicit
businesses; and

WHEREAS, On-line advertising services who are alleged to be complicit in human sex trafficking claim to be
shielded from liability by provisions of federal Communications Decency Act of 1996 (“CDA”); and

WHEREAS, Several former victims of human sex trafficking are suing one of those on-line advertisers in
Jane Doe No. 1, et al., v. Backpage.com, LLC, et al., Case No. 14-13870-RGS, in the United States District
Court for the District of Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, The City Attorney of the City and County of San Francisco, California, is preparing an amicus
brief in support of the plaintiffs in that action, opposing dismissal of the action on the basis of CDA immunity,
and has asked the City of Portland to join in San Francisco’s brief; and

WHEREAS, The City of Portland should support efforts to provide remedies for victims of human sex
trafficking against those who knowingly profit from promoting this unlawful activity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Portland, that the City Attorney or her
designee, on behalf of the City of Portland, may file or join amicus briefs in support of the plaintiffs in Jane
Doe No. 1, et al., v. Backpage.com, LLC, et al., Case No. 14-13870-RGS, in the United States District Court for

the District of Massachusetts and in any resulting appeal.

Adopted by the Council: IAN 9 1 2pi Mary Hull Caballero
MR R4 ¢ Auditor of the City of Portland
Commissioner: Mayor Hales and By s 4
Commissioner Saltzman %é/’/ Dy
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