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Firm Background	



§  18 historical architects 
§  7 design professionals 
§  14 LEED AP 

§  4 architectural conservators 
§  5 conservation specialists 
§  In-house conservation lab and 

investigation team 
 

 
§  9 architectural historians /       

preservation planners 
§  1 AICP certified planner 

PLANNING ARCHITECTURE CONSERVATION 









•  Comprehensive citywide survey  

•  Funded by a $2.5 million 
matching grant agreement with 
the J. Paul Getty Foundation 

•  Surveys completed by 
consultants meeting Secretary 
of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards in 
Architectural History and/or 
History 

•  Uses a custom Field Guide 
Survey System (FiGSS), which 
has a GIS framework 



Size of Los Angeles:	



•  466 square miles 

•  880,000 legal parcels 

•  Range and complexity of   
resources 





PHASE I: INITIATION PHASE (2 years)	



•  Citywide Historic Context Statement 

•  Public Participation Program 

•  Custom Field Database 

•  Pilot Surveys 

PHASE II: IMPLEMENTATION PHASE (5+ years)	



•  Field Surveys, phased by Community Plan Area (37 
total). Organized into nine survey “groups” 



•  Organized  by 
Community Plan 
Area (CPA) – Land 
Use Element of 
General Plan 

•  Integrates historic 
preservation more 
fully into planning 

•  Ensures that 
changes to CPA will 
not adversely affect 
historic resources 



OHR	
  Volunteers	
  &	
  Interns	
  
Department	
  of	
  City	
  Planning	
  
(Systems	
  &	
  GIS	
  Division)	
  

SUBCONSULTANT	
   SUBCONSULTANT	
   SUBCONSULTANT	
  

Interns	
  

Department	
  of	
  City	
  Planning	
  
(Office	
  of	
  Historic	
  Resources)	
  

Interns	
  Interns	
  

LEAD/PRIME	
  CONSULTANT	
  



Public Participation and 
Community Input:	


•  Speakers Bureau Program 

•  SurveyLA Video 

•  Multilingual Brochures 

•  Volunteer Program 

•  MyHistoricLA.org (Mindmixer) 

•  SurveyLA blog, twitter, 
Facebook page 







Conducting the 
Surveys	





•  Focus on 
recording 
resources that are 
significant 

•  FiGSS database 
maximizes field 
efficiencies & data 
management  

•  Reports generated 
directly from the 
data 

Conducting the Surveys	





• Uses	
  the	
  Na*onal	
  Register	
  
Mul*ple	
  Property	
  
Documenta*on	
  approach	
  

• Nine	
  Contexts	
  (over	
  200	
  themes	
  
and	
  sub-­‐themes)	
  

• Addresses	
  resources	
  da*ng	
  from	
  
1850	
  to	
  1980	
  

• Preloaded	
  into	
  the	
  FiGSS	
  

Citywide Historic 
Context Statement	





Citywide Historic Context Statement	


•  Spanish & Mexican Colonial Era Settlement, 1781-1849  
•  Pre-Annexation Communities of Los Angeles, 1850-1932 
•  Residential Development & Suburbanization, 1875-1980  
•  Commercial Development, 1850-1980  
•  Government & Private Institutional Development, 1850-1980  
•  Industrial Development, 1850-1980  
•  Entertainment Industry, 1908-1980 
•  Architecture & Engineering, 1850-1980  
•  Cultural Landscapes,1850-1980 
•  Other  











ARCHITECT-DESIGNED MODERN RESIDENCES	



John	
  Lautner,	
  1961	
   R	
  M	
  Schindler,	
  1952	
  

Richard	
  Neutra,	
  1935	
   Lloyd	
  Wright,	
  1967	
   Richard	
  Neutra,	
  1950	
  



HILLSIDE INFRASTRUCTURE	



Retaining	
  walls	
   High	
  Tower	
  elevator	
   Public	
  stairways	
  



SPANISH COLONIAL REVIVAL NEIGHBORHOODS	





STREETCAR COMMERCIAL STRIPS	





GARDEN APARTMENT COMPLEXES	


Dorset	
  Village	
  
1941	
  	
  

Chesapeake	
  Rodeo	
  Apartments,	
  1951	
  
Gloria	
  Homes,	
  1948	
  



CRENSHAW SEINAN HISTORIC DISTRICT	







INTEGRATING SURVEY FINDINGS INTO PLANNING PROCESSES	









KEY ISSUES	



•  Identifying the best use of Pilot 
funds 

•  Developing a context-driven 
survey 

•  Defining and prioritizing survey 
areas 

•  Fostering ongoing public 
support 

•  Identifying ways to use and  
integrate existing survey data 

 

 

 
 


