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Ceditons
Opre Phione, Pucifir 1551 Dollshed Every Salurday el I
Wﬂaﬂfdif? rales made Anown afion Wé'caﬁ‘an

133% Fopth Sbeet. Hoom 5

yﬂﬂ/é&n@{ ﬁ/,, Feb, 2nd, 7909 «

His Honor Mayor Lane,
city Hall,
Portland, Ore.
Dear Sir:-
Persumnt to vour instructions to write you a formal letter
S€

settiing forth our grievance as relative to the signs dlsrlaved in the

windows of certain publiec houses in full view of pelestrigns we write

4

you herewith sceordingly. In a certain restaurant on 4th street bhetween

Qak snd Pine there is g sign aimed Airectly at the Afro-American citizens.
Chapter 3, Article 4, section 40 of the Gharter of the City of
Portland sontains s sectinn on the regulating, preventing and prohnihit-

ing or the maintainance »» the ﬂispléy of sign-hozrds, signg,nosters
or other gdvertisements, or advertising matter which are offensive, in-
proper, unsgightly and,etec.

These sieons tn which we wefer avrs offensive, publicly insulting to
an lswful abidine class of citizens; an representative people and an
refined intelligent contingent of Portlandites.

Furthemwiore they are unnecessgry in so far as if any Aiscimination
is to be mracticed; bheing informed of such those Adiscrininated against
g0 peecfully on their way.

bergin it is undemoneratic in so far that it sreates a line nf Aie-

0

tinetion hased unon race snd enlor which would give rise 1o the inten-

gifying of race antagonism snd aanflict,in as mich as every respectable
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Efro-American using the public highway in this vieinity will bHe confront-

ed by such gn oren insult:; snd every nasserby seeing such sign will
unintentiomslly give thoucht tn an shjectinnable nhase of a miestion
which perhaps had he not viewed such a dAisplay, woild have left the mind
fair and unhiased.

As 7 nrecedent we recgll the setion of councilman Pred T, Merrill
who, in the vear 1902 oar there gbouts, ordered to he taken down from the

-

"Seattle House" -n 2nd strast Hatween Burnside and ZJouch; the" Somstock

on Third stre~t hetween Burnside snd Coieh and"The Cosmofolitan" on
Third street and extending through to 4th stre-t nesr Couchg Like signs
&8s those of which we are complaining.

Urging that your honor hezr our grievence ss set forth herein, and
imrloring a speedy remedy,we are,

TegqY an
o - |

Comuittee Colored Taxnavers Leapue.

Portland, Oregon.






