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Bridge calendar to benefit 


Hawthorne Bridge centennial





Local bridge author and guide Sharon Wood Wortman and Witham & Dickey Printers have created a 2009 Portland and Vancouver bridges wall calendar to benefit the 100th birthday of the Hawthorne Bridge in 2010.  The calendar features four-color photos of fourteen different bridges and nine pedestrian-bicycle bridges.  The poses emphasize the working river and the different vessels that pass under the region’s bridges: from grain ships to tour boats and Navy cruisers.  Along with the photos are bridge poems and facts, profiles of local river- and bridge-based organizations, and 200 historical and contemporary events and dates. 





The retail price of the calendar is $10.  It can be purchased at many local bookstores, gift shops and retailers, as well as from Tessa’s Coffee Corner in the lobby of the Multnomah Building at 501 SE Hawthorne Blvd.  More information is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.portlandbridgecentennial.org" ��www.portlandbridgecentennial.org�. 





Calendar proceeds will go to the non-profit Friends of Multnomah County’s Willamette River Bridges for the Hawthorne Bridge centennial celebration. The Hawthorne Bridge, the oldest operating vertical lift bridge in the world, will turn 100 on December 19, 2010.  Plans call for the centennial to be held as part of Riverfest 2010.  A 2010 wall calendar is planned featuring photos and artworks depicting the Hawthorne Bridge.





“The Hawthorne Bridge is a beloved public asset, so it is fitting that its 100th birthday party be organized by the public,” said County Chair Ted Wheeler.   





“Sharon Wood Wortman has done an amazing job over the years introducing local school children and adults to our collection of bridges,” said County Commissioner Maria Rojo de Steffey.  “We’re thrilled that she is raising awareness and funds to celebrate the 100th birthday of our oldest bridge.”





The non-profit Willamette Light Brigade (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lightthebridges.org" ��www.lightthebridges.org�) is the fiscal agent for the calendar project.  Multnomah County maintains the Hawthorne Bridge and 300 miles of roads and bridges. For information about the Hawthorne and other Multnomah County bridges, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/bridge" ��www.co.multnomah.or.us/bridge�. 
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