Kerns Neighborhood Association Meeting Minutes 
November 18, 2009
In Attendance:
Board Members: Megan O’Keefe, Kevin Moore, Jim Kautz, Teresa Kinne, Steve Engel, Ben Greensfelder, Jay Harris, Steve Russell, Steve Pilson, Jim Dewson, Angela Kirkman
Neighbors: Carol Smith, Holly Jo Lutz, Nick Fkiazas  Guests: Dustin Freemont
Meeting began at 6:05 with pizza and introductions.   The agenda was reviewed and minutes from the October meeting were reviewed.   Jim K made a motion to accept last month’s minutes and Steve R seconded the motion and all were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report
Teresa reported that we have $1220.71 in savings and $5,425.01 in checking.   An inquiry was made to see if all was paid up from the picnic and Teresa reported that it was.  
Census 2010
· Dustin Freemont from the Census Bureau came to discuss this Census.  In 2000, Oregon was only 114,000 people away from getting another seat in the House of Representatives so it would be in our benefit to get an accurate count of the state this time.    The census is what determines how approximately $450 billion dollars in aid is doled out to states.
· They are targeting certain areas that they do not feel where accurately represented last time and Kerns is one because of the high amount of residents that receive public assistance.
· Dustin is looking for sites in the neighborhood where they can do testing for the jobs.  They need to hold around 20 people and be available for 3 hrs-the days and time can be flexible and it can be a tax deductible donation.  Some ideas given were Southeast Uplift, Urban Grind, Greek Orthodox Church.  Dustin is also going to write a paragraph about it and submit it to Angela for the newsletter.
· Dustin passed out some fliers about the hiring process.  They are hiring for census takers, recruiters and clerks.    
Public Safety with Officer Edgecomb and his new partner Officer Raglion
· Happy to report there were no burglaries in Kerns in the last 30 days but it looks like there has been 6 motor vehicle thefts in the last 30 days.  Gave a reminder that you shouldn’t start your car and leave it running to warm up.
· The Warming Center at Convention Plaza has only had one call so far.
· Seems as though there has been an increase in graffiti lately-any reason why?   Not just one reason but there is a business on Burnside that is not adhering to the city’s policy of not selling tagging supplies and it appears as though the city is trying to deal with this business.
· There was a neighbor who had wanted to come and talk about an increase of crime and drug dealing on NE 29th and Couch area but she was not here at this time.



Friends of Trees by Doug Lovelace
· Doug has been canvassing the streets of Kerns with door hangers but has only gotten 2 calls for trees so wanted to come here to remind folks about it.  It is $59 for a tree in the parking strip and $69 for other yard trees and planting day is January 23rd.    If you have a truck/trailer or just want to get involved, contact Doug.
· Doug is looking for contacts at Coca Cola, Pepsi and Timberline Dodge.  He was given Ann Carpenter’s name for Coke and Alex Laws for Timberline.  Angela is going to be in touch with him with her American Property Management contacts.  
SEUL Grant Update
· Angela reported that she has turned in the grant proposal for SEUL about the trees!
Good Neighbor Agreement Updates
· The Standard: There was a meeting to check in earlier this week.  Standard has done some things to reduce noise and so they are working at an uneasy peace-ups and downs.  They will meet again before the summer.
· Mother Maybel’s at 501 NE 28th: They had been responsive to initial requests to set this up and requested time to finish getting it ready for opening.  Now that it has opened they have not been responding and so Kerns is going to send them a letter checking in with them.
· Spints: This is what was going to be Café 401.   The owner had stated that she was interested in doing a GNA but has not been responding to calls and so we will do a follow up with them as well.  
· Angela made a motion which was seconded by Jim K to send a letter to these two places asking them about pursuing the GNA process with Kerns and all approved.
· Saturation Issues on NE 28th and Glisan area:  There have been some concerns about this and Havilah, our ONI rep states that it is a hard issue as the OLCC states that it is the City and the City states that it is the OLCC.  ONI has been trying to get a statute in place to address this but it has to go to the state legislation level and it will all depend on how much support it has.  There was some conversation about contacting folks as soon as we get notice about something going in but we also do not want a business to not feel welcome.   We need to get the neighbors that are in the immediate vicinity and affected by it to get involved as this will have the most success.    Angela has been going to the Portland Plan meetings and said that there is not really a way to say that you can/cannot have a bar somewhere but you can do some time zoning which would mean that you can limit the hours of operation.  She plans to continue going to the meetings and so she will keep us posted.
· It was determined that we should work on a standard GNA so that we have one in place so that when folks want to do this we will be ready to go.  Megan and Jim are going to work on this.
· Day Labor Center: There are still issues with laborers going to the corner of 6th and SE Ankeny and neighbors have been concerned about the problems with this.  The Day Labor Center is having a hard time getting employers to go there-they have to pay at least $10 an hour which many don’t want to go. There are going to be some more meetings with this and Megan will be attending these.    
· Tagging: Jim has met with the Graffiti Abatement Coordinator with the City: Marcia Dennis.   As mentioned earlier, there is a business owner not complying with the City’s rules about this but they are on it.   She was asking about the NW Fitness Building as they continuously get tagged and are slow to lean it up and Kerns is going to work on figuring out what we could go do to help-a mural was suggested.




Crime on NE Couch between 29th and 30th
· Neighbor Holly Jo came to talk about the fact that there has been a lot of drug dealing going on and wondering what she can do.    There have been more abandoned cars and break ins as well.  
· Some suggestions were to create a log of the people/cars that come by to be able to give to police and start calling non emergency police every time.  She was given Officer Edgecombe’s number so that she could contact him.
· There was some discussion about a neighborhood watch program and Ben is going to look into this and will get back to the group.
Bike Committee Update
· The light give away was quite successful.  There were 50 lights given away.
Land Use
· WAMO: There is now an Option D as a contractor stepped up and wants to use the old building for classroom space and create a new pool/rec area.  There is some talk about apartments/some kind of living space happening on the 3rd floor as well.  More details to come.
· Burnside Bridgehead: Tonight was an open house which Mike is at and will have more details.
· Warming Center at Convention Plaza: Angela made a motion which was seconded by Jim K to spend $100 on socks for the participants of the program.  All in favor with Megan abstaining.
· New Tax on Property Taxes: There was some emails about this which is a tax for the URAC and it has seemingly always been there but is just now listed separately so you can see it.
Greek Orthodox Church
· Nick Fkiazas from the Committee at the Greek church that puts on the Greek Festival was here.  They want to thank the neighborhood for putting up with the festival by doing something for us so what do we need.   We should write up a proposal and submit it to them so we will think of this for the next couple of meetings.
December Meeting
· It was decided that it will be 12/16 at the Goodfoot!

Meeting adjourned at 7:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Megan O’Keefe
Kerns Neighborhood Association Secretary

