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Commissioner Fritz

The Greenway in South Waterfront has been in the planning stages for several decades, and culminated in a 2004 design plan that was adopted by Council Resolution at that time.��Today, we have a short presentation on a concept emerging from the community to enhance and celebrate the maritime history along the Greenway.  But before we hear about that from Dr. Gertenrich, we want to provide some background and also update you on the progress being made on the Greenway, and about how this design concept could move forward as the Greenway and development along it accelerates. �
 






2004 Greenway Plan
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Mike Abbaté, Portland Parks & Recreation Director, and Brett Horner, Parks Planning & Design Manager, will begin with a very brief background report.




2004 Greenway Plan

New Tri Met Bridge

Courtesy of Tri Met
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Thank you, Commissioner Fritz. Mayor and City Commissioners, as you know, much has changed in the nearly 10 years since that 2004 design plan, including the addition of a new bridge across the Willamette, located between the Marquam and Ross Island bridges, 



Zidell
Riverbank
Remediation
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a large remediation and clean-up of the river bank on property owned by the Zidell Companies, 



OHSU Master Plan
Courtesy of OHSU
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an updated street plan, and actual development of both the OHSU, and



Slide of all the plans

Courtesy of Zidell

 

Companies
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Zidell-owned properties in the north district of South Waterfront. 
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Just recently, in June 2012, construction began on a section of the Greenway in the central district between Gibbs Street and Lane St.



Slide of all the plans
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Planning has evolved over time with regard to the Greenway, which began formally with an ambitious 1969 plan.  



SWF Greenway Milestones
•

 

1903

 

-

 

Olmsted Report recommendations for the City of Portland include: 
•

 

need for parks within the city 
•

 

need for greenways along riverbanks 
•

 

need for preservation of river access for future generations
•

 

1967

 

–

 

Oregon legislature establishes The Willamette River Greenway Program
•

 

1973

 

-

 

Oregon legislature passed the Willamette River Greenway Act
•

 

1978

 

–

 

Tom McCall Waterfront Park replaces Harbor Drive 
•

 

1983

 

–

 

40 Mile Loop Master Plan completed
•

 

1999

 

-

 

North Macadam Urban Renewal Area Created
•

 

2001 –

 

Parks Vision 2020 Adopted
•

 

2002

 

-

 

South Waterfront Code and Guidelines Adopted
•

 

2003

 

-

 

South Waterfront Central District Development Agreement Executed
•

 

2004

 

-

 

South Waterfront Greenway Development Plan Design Adopted
•

 

2006

 

-

 

Central District Greenway Project funding established
•

 

2007

 

-

 

Central District Greenway Project enters formal design
•

 

2008

 

–Greenway permit process starts
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Here you see a listing of all the relevant milestones, plans and concepts that have gotten us to where we are today (on slide).
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Together with all the development additions I just mentioned plus the long-term planning we already have, what lies before us next is solving for several critical links in the Greenway plan. These links will complete citywide mobility goals and capitalize on the improved connectivity of this area of Portland to downtown. 

With that, Parks Planning and Design Manager Brett Horner will walk us through the details. 
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Thank you Mike.  The SWF Greenway is part of the larger Willamette Greenway, which is a statewide planning goal (goal #15). 
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The section of Greenway in SWF is a defining feature of the district, something that will provide critical open space and river access within what will be
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the highest density neighborhood in the State.



South Waterfront
Greenway

•
 

Ensure a clean and healthy river 
for fish, wildlife and people

•
 

Enhance livability

•
 

Provide a harmonious 
relationship between people and 
the natural functions of the river

•
 

Restore the river’s fish and 
wildlife habitat

•
 

Enliven and beautify the district

•
 

Provide sustaining quality, 
beauty and safety

City Council, March

 

2003

Greenway Goals
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Here you see the goals set forth for the Greenway, as adopted by City Council (on slide).  And these are very much in line with the State goal.



Construction slides
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The Greenway is currently under construction in the central district, between Gibbs St and Lane St, and in this series of slides, we’re showing you how that has transformed the riverbank.  
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Phase 1 of the project, which in from the water up to what is essentially a new top of bank, will be substantially complete in December.  Shown here is the ramp for light watercraft access down to the water that will be opening soon.




Construction slides
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The new shallow water habitat for fish and the new, more gently sloping bank…



Construction slides

What was...
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So what was before looking like this…





Construction slides

Is now..…
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Will look more like this – and again, this is not yet a true “after” photo…but you get an idea of what it is evolving into…



Construction slides
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River access is a big part of the Greenway plan and much desired by the community…



Phase 2 is Next
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The next phase, currently unfunded, will be to build the portion of the Greenway between the top of bank and the existing residential towers.  This section includes the separate bicycle and pedestrian paths, overlooks, seating, lighting, and art.  A strategy is being put in place so we can start this work as soon as funds are identified.  We are applying for an Oregon Connect 5 grant later this month which, if awarded, could get us what we need to move forward.  There are other funds, including Parks SDCs and urban renewal dollars already within the North Macadam URA that could complete the funding gap.




We’ll be back soon with 
more to report
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We will be coming back to you in December or early January for some housekeeping contractual items now that Phase 1 construction is wrapping up, and to share in greater depth some of what we’ve learned about working along the waterfront and the many challenges we encountered, and how we addressed them.

We continue to explore funding opportunities to complete the greenway in the central district.  In 2015-16, we expect to receive a $500,000 grant to do further design and engineering work on the remaining unbuilt portions of the SWF Greenway.  




Courtesy of RACC
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This effort will build upon the 2004 Greenway plan and the design features that will be constructed in the central district, including art that invokes maritime themes and the history of the area.   This is a slide of some of the early design work done back in 2004 that acknowledges the maritime history of the area and its significance. 

The upcoming design and engineering work will be the opportunity, as part of a public process, to bring forth ideas, such as the one you are going to hear about, for consideration and possible inclusion into a refined Greenway design plan.

TURN SLIDES OFF
	
Mike Abbaté
On that note, I’d like to hand things over to Dr. Gertenrich.  Are there any questions before we proceed?





Thank You
•

 
Portland Parks & Recreation

•
 

Portland Development Commission
•

 
Bureau of Environmental Services

•
 

Tri Met 
•

 
Bureaus of Planning & Sustainability; 
Development Services

•
 

Property Owners 
•

 
Neighbors, Advocacy Groups, RACC, other 
agencies
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Thank you again for bringing forth this idea Dr Gertenrich, and thanks to all of our project partners in the Greenway, including PDC, BES, BDS, BPS, property owners, neighbors, advocates, and the many other agencies in making this extraordinary effort and investment in the Greenway possible.  Thank you.
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