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BirdSafe Portland
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Reducing Hazards to Birds

Across the US and Canada, cities like Chicago, St Paul, and
Toronto have developed Bird-Safe Building Guidelines, and
22 cities now have Lights Out programs! Research shows
that birds simply do not percelve glass as a barrier. Daytime
strikes occur because birds see reflections of trees and sky
as continuation of habitat. Down-angled windows and UV
patterns (that humans don't perceive) can reduce daytime
strikes. Nighttime strikes occur because sources of artifi-
cial light can disorient nocturnal migrants, disrupt celestial
navigation, and attract them into cities where they endlessly
circle or hit buildings. Reducing unnecessary overnight lights
and designing responsible night-lighting can reduce this
phenomenon.

Knowledge is Power

Research is the first step in understanding how & where
Portland can minimize collision risks. Audubon’s BirdSafe
volunteers monitor downtown routes in search of dead or in-
jured birds. This data will establish a baseline of information
and helps us determine species affected and problematic
building designs.

What Can You Do?

Reduce unnecessary night-lighting at home and the office.
You'll save energy and money, and reduce ecological fight
pollution, helping birds and wildlife that need dark skies to
survive. install exterior screens or densely apply decals in
windows that reflect trees or sky. Place feeders within 3 ft or
over 30 ft away from windows to help reduce collisions.

For more information on Lights Out Portland and BirdSafe
windows, visit Audubonportiand.org/issues/metro/birdsafe
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Hundreds of millions of birds die as a result of window
strikes in the US every year. In Portland, volunteer surveys,
have documented over 36 native species that have collided
with glass on our downtown buildings. By going Lights Out, 5 _
we are joining 21 other cities to conserve energy and to helpm
give birds a chance!

Most songbirds migrate at night and rely on the moon
and stars to navigate. Light emanating from cities drowns
out these natural cues & attracts birds into the city, where they
face deadly and deceptive building glass. Reducing our
unnecessary overnight lighting can help reduce bird mortality.

Simply turn unnecessary overnight lights off from dusk
till dawn during migration periods. Lights Out programs are
already proven to save birds in NYC, Chicago, Minneapolis,
Detroit, San Francisco, Indianapolis, Toronto, and many more!

Turn off all rooftop lighting, floodlights, decorative, event
and spot lighting during migration seasons. Remind
tenants to turn off the lights at night on unoccupied floors. Use
task lighting after dark at work stations and turn off overhead
lighting. Schedule daylight hours cleaning crews.

More Information: audubonportland.org/issues/metro/bsafe/lo
Report window collisions to Portland Audubon at (503) 292-6855

Template courtesy of NYC Audubon



A bird-friendly building is one where:

+ Atleast 90 percent of exposed fagade material 40 feet above ground level
{the primary bird collision zone) has been demonstrated to deter at least 70 percent
of bird collisions.

+ Atleast 60 percent of exposed facade material above the primary collision zone meets
the above standard.

* There are no transparent passageways, corners, atria or courtyards that can attract or
trap birds.

« Outside lighting is appropriately shielded and directed to minimize attraction to
night-migrating songbirds.

* Exterfor and interior lighting are turned off at night or designed to minimize light
escaping through windows.

Bird-friendly practices often

. ) « Landscaping is designed to keep birds away from the building’s facade.
- go hand-in-hand with energy

ws  * Actual bird mortality is monitored and compensated for (e.g., in the form of habitat

i

efficiency improvements. < e :
e {w %\%Q preserved or created elsewhere, mortality from other sources reduced, etc.).

Bird-friendly building design recommendations — a quick look

Exterior glass:
Treat High Risk Zones:
» Exterior glass on first 40 feet of a building or on the first floor adjacent to an ecoroof or rooftop garden.
« Corners, skybridge and atrium windows.
« Freestanding glass around courtyards, ecoroofs, patios, and balconies.
Exterior glass treatment options:
+ Exterior frits, sandblasting, translucence, etching, screen-printing or branding designs.
< Exterior window films, shades, shutters or louvers.
- Glass block.
+ Exterior netting, screens, framework, grilles or trellises.
» Awnings, overhangs and deeply-recessed windows,
Lighting:
» Shield outdoor lighting, full cut-off above 90 degrees.

« Design interior lights to minimize light spill.

+ Install or design for motion sensor lighting.

Song Sparrow
Photo: Jim Cruce

» Minimize down-directed and eliminate up-directed architectural vanity lighting.

» Program interior and exterior lighting to turn off overnight (minimum: midnight to 6 a.m.).

GBI
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The view out of a window with horizontal tape — Lower floor windows are thought to be more Deter collisions with tape stripes, stenciled or
spaced every 2 inches looks much like aview — dongerous 1o birds because they ofien reflect free-hand patterns in tempera paint on home
through mini blinds. Photo: Mary Coolidge vegelation. Photo: Christine Sheppard, ABC windows. Photo: Christine Sheppard, ABC

Retrofitting existing buildings to prevent window strikes:

> Place bird feeders either within 3 feet or more than 30 feet away from windows.

» Apply decals to the outside of the window, more densely than packaging suggests. Follow the 2" x 4" vertical and horizontal rule where
possible. Available at Audubon’s Nature Store, Backyard Bird Shops and online resources. '

« Apply tape horizontally, spaced 2 inches apart to outside of window. www.abcbirdiape.org
« Apply string, cord, mylar tape, raptor sithouettes or other moving deterrents to the outside of the window. www.birdsavers.com
« Affix screen or mesh netting several inches in front of a window to cushion impact. www.birdbgone.com, www.birdscreen.com

+ Apply window film to the outside of a window. www.lfdcollidescape.com, www.thesunshieldpros.us

Tips for cost-effective new construction and retrofits:

« Have bird-friendly building design in mind from the start of project design.

« Plan to work within the project budget using bird-friendly design principles and materials
which may or may not result in design modifications.

« Look for economies; unit costs go down as amount of materials increases.

+ Seek opportunities to meet multiple project goals, such as using bird-friendly window
treatments that also provide privacy, branding or energy-efficiency.

+ Consider the pilot LEED guidelines for bird-friendly buildings and lighting.

You can also protect birds by:

> Participating in Lights Out Portland! At night turn outside lights off and close drapes from
August 25 through November 15 and March 15 through June 7 {migration season).

Cedar Waxwing
Photo: Jim Cruce

- Sharing information about birds and window collisions with others.

env_bird-friendly ()5/].3/3
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Portland, Oregon
FINANCIAL IMPACT and PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT STATEMENT
For Council Action I[tems

(Deliver original to City Budget Office. Retain copy.)

[. Name of Initiator 2. Telephone No. 3. Bureau/Office/Dept.

Amy Trieu 503.823.3035 Commissioner Saltzman

4a. To be filed (hearing date): 4b. Calendar (Check One) 5. Date Submitted to
Commissioner's office

o Regular Consent 4/5ths and CBO Budget
October 2, 2013 ] ] ] Analyst:
' ' Sept 25, 2013
6a. Financial Impact Section: 6b. Public Involvement Section:
x[_] Financial impact section completed x[_] Public involvement section completed

1) Legislation Title:

Encourage the exploration and incorporation of bird-friendly design and practices in City plans
and policies ’

2) Purpose of the Proposed Legislation:
The purpose is to support practices and policies that incorporate bird-friendly design elements.
3) Which area(s) of the city are affected by this Council item? (Check all that apply—areas
are based on formal neighborhood coalition boundaries)?

x[] City-wide/Regional [ ] Northeast [] Northwest [} North

[] Central Northeast 1 Southeast [1 Southwest [l East
[] Central City

FINANCIAL IMPACT

4) Revenue: Will this legislation generate or reduce current or future revenue coming to
the City? If so, by how much? If se, please identify the source.

No financial impact

5) Expense: What are the costs to the City as a result of this legislation? What is the source
of funding for the expense? (Please include costs in the current fiscal year as well as costs in
Juture year, including Operations & Maintenance (O&M) costs, if known, and estimates, if not
known. If the action is related to a grant or contract please include the local contribution or

malch required. If there is a project estimate, please identify the level of confidence.)

No expense

Version updated as of December 18, 2012 1



6) Staffing Requirements:

e Will any positions be created, eliminated or re-classified in the current year as a
result of this legislation? (If new positions are created please include whether they will
be part-time, full-time, limited term, or permanent positions. If the position is limited
term please indicate the end of the term.)

No

o  Will positions be created or eliminated in fufure years as a result of this legislation?

None
(Complete the following section only if an amendment to the budget is proposed.)

7).Change in Appropriations (If the accompanying ordinance amends the budget please reflect
the dollar amount to be appropriated by this legislation. Include the appropriate cost elements
that are to be loaded by accounting. Indicate “new” in Fund Center column if new center needs

to be created. Use additional space if needed.)

Fund Fund Commitment | Functional Funded Grant | Sponsored | Amount
Center Item Area Program Program

[Proceed to Public Involvement Section — REQUIRED as of July 1, 2011]

- Version updated as of December 18, 2012
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

8) Was public involvement included in the development of this Council item (e.g.
ordinance, resolution, or report)? Please check the appropriate box below:

[ ] YES: Please proceed to Question #9.

x[[] NO: Please, explain why below; and proceed to Question #10.

This item has no cost and has low potential for controversy.
9) If “YES,” please answer the following questions:

a) What impacts are anticipated in the community from this proposed Council
item?

b) Which community and business groups, under-represented groups,
organizations, external government entities, and other interested parties were
involved in this effort, and when and how were they involved?

¢) How did public involvement shape the outcome of this Council item?

d) Who designed and implemented the public involvement related to this Council
item?

¢) Primary contact for more information on this public involvement process (name,
title, phone, email):

10) Is any future public involvement anticipated or necessary for this Council item? Please
describe why or why not.

APPROPRIATION UYNIT HEAD (Typed name and signature)

Version updated as of December 18, 2012 3



