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R.ET'OIì.T TO COUNCIL 

DATE: September II,2013 

TO: Mayor Charlie Hales and City Couneil 

F'ROM: Commissioner Dan Saltzman 

RE: Accept report on the Women into llousing Now initiative (Report) 

I am pleased to subrnit for your eonsideration and acceptance a brief report on urgent actions 
that I have directed the Portland Housing Bureau and its parlners to take in order to meet 
immediate needs of highly vulnerable women experiencing hornelessness under the Women 
into Housing Now (WIHN) initiative. 

As a Council and in partnership with our colleagues at Multnomah County, we'have a long 
track record of supporting effective strategies to end homelessness. I was honored by my recent 
appointment as the Commissioner in charge of the Portland Housing Bureau, and this is the 
challenge that I set out to address on my first day: The recent street count in Multnomah 
County showed a22%o increase in homeless women since two years ago. A large percentage of 
homeless women report that domestic or sexual violence was an immediate cause of their 
homelessness. Being on the streets automatically puts a woman at increased risk for violence. 

Cunently, the City funds two women's shelters and both have 130-190 peïson wait lists. If a 
woman needed somewhere to sleep tonight, it would be weeks or maybe even months before 
she could find refuge in shelter. Under my direction, the Portland Housing Bureau will 
immediately initiate a two-pronged approach to address shelter wait lists and to keep women 
from entering shelter at all. 

Through WII{N, I have directed the Portland Housing Bureau to allocate $300,000 within its 
existing FY 2013-14 budget to provide more than 90 vulnerablc women experiencing 
homelessness with immediate safety off of the streets and rapid placement into permanent 
housing. These funds will be directed to existing highly effective nonplofit parlners engaged in 
this work. 

This reporl provides background on the urgent needs of women experiencing homelessness in 
Poftland, details the immediate actions that I have directed the Portland Housing Bureau to 
take undeir its existing budget and contract authority, and describes additional resources 
urgently required to fi'ee up other "bottle-necks" in our system of emergency shelter and 
supportive housing services. 
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