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Willamette Park Redevelopment and Phasing Plan

This was an interdisciplinary planning process within PP&R and with the BES.

Acknowledge the staff from Parks, esp Allan Schmidt who assisted me throughout the project, BES, the Regional Arts and Culture Council and the citizens on the Project Advisory Co. 

Presenting with me today are Paul Ketcham from BES

X and X, member of the Project Advisory Committee.







Context Map
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This planning process with different than most as Wm Park is a fully developed park.  There are active fields, our largest motorized boat launch, tennis, playgrounds and many other activities that take place here.



Site Photo

Hardened Bank Proposed Improvement

Hanna Mason Pump Station

Sellwood Bridge

Story Garden in Waterfront Park 
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Three main projects that drove the planning process – 

Habitat improvements along the Willamette River for salmon.  BES watershed plan for the area identified restoring the bank in the park as a priority project for improving habitat for salmon.

Water Bureau Pump Station – improvements required as part of their land-use and $650,000 paid to parks for the value of the property.  How best to use the money for improvements to the park.

Sellwood Bridge Construction and regional trail facilities.  Anticipate over 2000 cyclist to cross the bridge and head downtown as soon as the bridge opens.  They will be riding through Wm Park.  Also, the new Tri-met Bridge will complete a second recreation loop with the Sellwood Bridge, through the park.  The anticipate completion of the Sellwood Bridge is Spring 2016.

Additionally, a home for the Story Garden – an interactive art piece that once resided in Waterfront Park.  It was removed for the Big Pipe project and has been in storage since 2003.  Parks and RACC have been looking for an appropriate park for the 







1. Community Engagement

2. Site Analysis

3. Final Redevelopment Plan

4. Phasing Plan

5. Design Elements

Process
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Process

1.  Community Engagement -  PAC that met 5 times and one open house at the park.  Also had an on-line survey for two weeks after the open house to gather community comments on the recommended plan



2.  Site Analysis – reviewed all aspects of the site include zoning, views and even solar exposure.



3. Final Redevelopment Plan – started with 3 concepts and at the final PAC reached consensus on the recommended redevelopment plan that we will review today.



4. Phasing Plan – how do we make this all work so we efficient and do not duplicate efforts.  



5. Design Elements – highlight some of the design elements that will continue to make Willamette Park a destination in our system





Community Engagement Goals

Phase One:     
Broadly inviting stakeholders to participate in Advisory 
Committee

Phase Two:     
Research and educate committee (and staff) about 
community needs, opportunities and site constraints

Phase Three:  
Developing a design that balanced environmental, 
recreational and neighborhood needs

Community Engagement
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Community Engagement Goals





Phase One:     

Broadly inviting stakeholders to participate in Advisory Committee



Phase Two:     

Research and educate committee (and staff) about community needs, opportunities and site constraints



Phase Three:  

Developing a design that balanced environmental, recreational and neighborhood needs





Final Plan
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Three preferred options developed culminating in this final plan

Worked around the edges except for moving the DOLA to the northern part of the park.

Redid the circulation pattern – separate commuters from recreational users to reduce user conflicts that we have experienced on other trails.

Laid back the bank to improve salmon habitat, reprogramming about 1 acres of passive open space.  Includes adding trees and shrubs along the shoreline, adding a trail to the water and a non-motorized boat launch.

Found a home for the Story Garden
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Final Plan – north end of park

Over look at the northern end that will give users a spectacular view of the City and Ross Island

Updated the entrances to the park

Move the DOLA and restore the oak habitat in the park
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Final Plan – south end of park

Bank Layback with trail

Improvements to the Greenway Trail, including picnic area platforms

Moving the playground

Separating commuting traffic at the south entry







River Bank Improvements
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View of the park with the bank laid back and the protect view corridors.  

Includes placement of large wood for salmon habitat





For Paul:







Project Phasing & Cost
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Sequencing 



Many of the projects proposed for Willamette Park will need to be considered in a sequenced, integrated order to coordinate work and ensure efficiencies. As the timeline demonstrates, there is a logical sequence, beginning in 2013, that can be followed to ensure that there are minimal conflicts for construction logistics and park users. Completing the trail and road improvements are the highest priorities



Total Cost of Park Improvements $2.3 million (does not include riverbank restoration and oak habitat enhancement that will be funded by BES)

Total Water Bureau Mitigation Funds: $655,000.  $50,000 used for the planning effort. 



Remaining $600 for (??PAC prioritized??) project implementation



Cost Estimates

Priorities & Cost Estimates

Highest Priorities
 Circulations: Trails and Roadways $182,000
 Improved Entry at Miles Place $138,000
 Central Overlooks and site furnishings $  90,000

Funding Sources
Water Bureau - $665,000 ($50,000 used for planning)

BES – CIP request to fund the bank layback and associated 
Greenway improvements and recreation elements.  
Contributed $50,000 towards the planning effort

Unfunded elements – approximately $1,500,000



Design Elements

• Director Mike Abbaté
• www.PortlandParks.org
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Snap shot of some of the exciting design elements of the plan.

Take questions after we hear from Paul Ketcham, BES Willamette Watershed Manager

And PAC members…
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