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Moore-Love, Karla ;j ffi$ff# 
From: Callahan, Shannon 

Sent: Monday, December 03,2012 3:12 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Testimony Council#1365 

Attachments: Schrunk Childrens Levy.pdf 

Karla - We received this letter from Mike Schrunk regarding Council ltem # L365. Thank you, Shannon 

Shøttton Cølløhøt 
Office of Commissioner Saltzman 
City of Portland 
1227S.W.4th Avenue, Room 230 
Portland, OR97204 
Plrone: 503.823.4757 

121312012 



ffiffi$3$
MICHAEL D. SCHRUNK, District Auorney fqr Multnomah Coltly 
101't SIV Fourth Avenue . lloorn 600 . Pr:¡iland, OR 97204-1193 
Phone: 503 988-3162 r Fax; 503 9SS-3{;43 . r\.1\rrv.co.multnomah,or,us/da/ 

December 5,20i2 

Conlnrissi ol'¡q' D¿m S altznran 
City of Portlancl 
l22l S. W. Fourtli Avcnue, Room 230 
Portland, üregon 972üt+ 

Dear Co¡nmissioncr Saltzman : 

This lette¡ is witten in support of the Portland Children's Lcv,v. The Portland 
Children's Levy, formerly the Children's Inveslment Fund u'as creatcd by the Poltlzulel 
city votels in 2A0? and rener'*,ed in the fall of ?008. The Portland Children's ¡syy has 
achieved a remarkable record of success, ñlnding 57 different progrâms for children ag*s 
birth through high school including early chiidhooei school mentoring, shild abuse 
prevention, and foster care, jusl to name a few. 

Being the District Attorney f'or nearly 32 years I can say r.vilh cornplefe canfidence 
that this is a program that henefits cvery citizen in the community ¿nd it is one eif tlrc 
rc$son$ viie cån offtr a bright ftiture for Portlanrl youth. 

Again, I rcgret lhat I am unable lo attenei the sessie¡n today. 

Very truly y0urs, 

D. SCI.IRUNK 
District Attorney 

l\4IlS:plc 
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ffiffi#3sMoore-Lo,ve, Karla 

From: Beth Cohen [bcohen@oregonfoodbank.org]
 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 12.13 PltA
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Subject: Testimony for Dec. Sth City Council meeting
 

Attachments: OFB testimony for Dec. Sth city council meeting.pdf 

Ms. Moore-Love-

I would like to submit Oregon Food Bank's testimony for the Dec. 5th City Council meeting (see attached). Our 
testimony is on agenda item L365-the referral of the renewal of Portland Children's Levy to City voters. please 

let me know if you need anything else from me. 

Tha nks, 

Beth 
Beth Cohen 

Public Policy Advocate 
Oregon Food Bank 
(9711223-3383, Work 
(503)475:5400, Mobile 

þcq¡er@prcsq¡lqed þ an_k qs 
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'l'estimony of Jon Stubenvoll before Portland City CoLurcil 

Portland Children's Levy Reauthorization Referral 

December 5th,2012 

Good morning Mayor Adarrs and City Council. My name is Jon Stubenvoll and I am the Director of Advocacy for' 

Oregon Food Bank (OFB). 

I want to thank you for this opportunity to testify today in relation to the Portland Children's Levy referral. OFB supports 
targeting of levy funcls to programs that address childhood and famìly hunger as an effective strategy to help stabilize 
families and allow children to thrive. 

Children in Portland are disproportionately irnpacted by hunger. In Portland, children make up about 19 percent of the 
population, but aboL¡t 34 percent of those eating emergency food from the OFB Network are children. This rneans that 
about 14,000 children in Portland eat ernergency food from the Oregon Food Bank Network each month. 

Even as the economy has slightly improved in the last year, Oregon Food Bank is continuing to see farnilies and 

households in the Portland area struggle with food insecurity and lack of access to healthy food. Since the beginning of 
2012, demand for emergency food in the Porlland area has increased by about I I percent. OFLÌ recently cornpleted its 
l-lunger Factors Assessrnent, a survey of emergency food box c.lients. This year, the survey's 4500 respondents frorn 
across the state and 500 in Portland highliglrted their struggles with food insecurity and other issues. 

Chronic hunger experienced by rnany households in Portland forces families to make difficLllt choices. 36 percent of 
fanlilies with children wlto were surveyed reported having to cut the size of their children's rneals or have their children 
skip rneals in the last year because there was not enough lnoney for food. 

The stories we hear fì'otn partner agencies and the data we collect on who is receiving emergency food underline how 
hungel is usually not an isolated probleni for most farnilies. Households with children that are struggling to meet their 
basic food needs must also deal with unemployn'ìent, underemployment and rising costs for all essential goods and 

services. Nearly 40 percent of households with children in Portland that OFB surveyed report incomes at or below 50 

percent of the federal povelty line, whiclr is S I I ,000 a year for a farnily of four. ln addition, out of the households 

surveyed, those with children are more likely to lrave an unemployed adult than households without childlen. High costs 

of food, gas, health care and child-care ale also driving householcls to seek emergency food. 
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llLrnget'negatively irnpacts a cltild's acadenlic pelforrnance, cognitive development, growth, and physical ancl 
psychological health and without intervention, these inrpacts stay with children throughout their enlire life. Children 
suffering 1ì'orn food inseculity are rnore likely to ex¡relience poor health including headaches and stolnachaches, 
respilatory infections and nutrient deficiency; repeated exllosure appears 1o be parlicularly darnaging. I-lungry chililren 
have lower school achievenent, increased absenteeisrn, irnpaired ability to think, poor behavior, arrcl a higlrer likelihood 
of repeating a glade. Irood insecurity experiences also inflLlence children's social skills inclLrding self-control, 
attentiveness and task persistence. Yet, housellold food insecurity is a situation that can be identilÌed ancl treated with 
existing and available resources suclr as food assislance prograrns ancl ernergency food. These interuentions can lrelp 
prevent developmental problerns in children and increases the clrances that children can grow up to be productive and 
successful adults. 

MLrlti-faceted strategies and programs are crucial to helping farnilies not only address lrunger, but becorne ¡nore stabilizecl 
in the long term. Programs that provide childhood services such as early childhood investment, after-school and healtll 
care allow families to target Iilnited resources to other necessities suclr as housing and food. Families surveyed by OFB 
identified employment as the number-one way that 1'amilies could improve their situation, but also testified to the 
impoftance ofcrucial services such as affordable housing, health care, affordable child care, transportation, drug or 
alcohol abuse treatment and counseling in reducing dependence on emergency food. 

Select agencies in the OFB Network receive funding from the Poltland Childlen's Levy and are very grateful for this 
suppoú. The levy provides funding to OFB's partnel agencies for programs ranging fi'om after-school enr.ichment to 
therapeutic intervention services to hotne-basecl pre-kindergailen. Funding from the levy is crucial to our par1ner agencies 
as they work to address the increasing need for suppoltive selvices including hunger relief. In the face of growing need 
and liniited budgets, these agencies are continually exploring new ways to effectively serve families and children 
including providing wt'4p-arouncl services and leveraging existing comnunity resources. 

We believe that addressing hunger tequire5 partnerships between the public and private sectors and the ciry of portland 

has been an incredibly suppoltive partner and collaborator in the fight to eliminate hunger. We appreciate the support that 
the city of Portland has provided to Oregon Food Bank over the years and we look forward to working with you to further 
address childhood hunger irr our city. 

Thank you and I'm happy to respond to questions. 

Jon Stubenvoll 
Director of Advocacy 
Oregon Food Bank 
7900 NE 33"r Drive 
Portland, OR 9721I 




