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Stephens Creek Confluence 
Habitat Enhancement Project

•
 

Subwatershed
 Assessment

•
 

Off-channel 
Habitat

•
 

Coho, Chinook, 
steelhead, and 
lamprey (2003 
ODFW study)



Willamette 
Moorage Natural 
Area
3.5 Acres

South Portland 
Riverbank Parks
35 acres
(7000 linear ft) 

Portland Parks 
and Recreation



Site Conditions 
Stephens Creek

80 feet of exposed pipe

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Native plant is a species that was likely found historically (prior to European settlement) in the Portland area. 



The nuisance and prohibited plant lists includes plants that are considered harmful to humans and plants that have a tendency to dominate plant communities.  





�



Site Conditions

Willamette River

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The list is an adminstrative rule which describes procedures



Applicability is defined by the zoning code – currently referenced by 3 chapters – Landscaping and Screening, Environmental Zones, and Greenway Zones



List was first adopted by City Council in1991, but native and nuisance lists can be modified without adoption by council.  Process for modification is described in the list – get comments by 3 experts – typically more opinions are sought prior to modification.  



List has been modified 5 times since the original list.  1993, 1994, and 1997 modifications went through council approval as an ordinance.  More recent modifications in 1998 and 2004 did not go through council for adoption.



Typically if changing the intent of the list, then it goes through a legislative process – adoption by council.  If just adding/removing species, then that can be done with the expert opinions and without a legislative process.
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Project Objectives

•
 

Reconnect floodplain
•

 
Restore banks

•
 

Enhance fish and wildlife habitat
–

 
Increase shoreline complexity/roughness

–
 

Revegetation
–

 
Snags and brush piles

•
 

Create off-channel habitat







Schedule and Funding
•

 
Jan-June 2007            
pre-design/alt. anal

•
 

June-Sept 2007           
30-60% design

•
 

Sept 07-April 08         
Final design         

•
 

May –
 

July 08 
Bid/Contractor 
selection

•
 

August 08 –
 

January 09  
Construction

•
 

Feb 2009                   
Plant installation

•
 

2009 –
 

2013 Monitoring

•
 

~ 1 million
•

 
Watershed 
Investment Funds 
(~250K)

•
 

CIP (~300K)
•

 
Grants about (~500K)







CSO removal    
north bank  
Stephens Creek



CSO removal and 
soil lift installation 
at the confluence



CSO removal  and  
large wood installation 
on the Willamette



Off-Channel Habitat 
in remnant channel

Remnant channel excavation



Many Thanks to All Partners!
Project Team: Ry

 
Thompson, Paul Ketcham, Cindy Studebaker, 

Holly Walla, Matt Burlin, Anne Nelson, Greg Savage, Lloyd 
Stauning, Scott Clement, Darian

 
Santner, Lynn Barlow, Mark 

Wilson, Taryn
 

Meyer, Jim Wood, Vigil-Agrimis, Inc., Nick Naval, 
Rick McCoy, Alicia Rawlins, Andi

 
Gresh

 
and others

Portland Parks and Recreation

South Portland Riverbank Partners

Funders:  BES Watershed Investment fund and Capital 
Projects, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, Lower 
Columbia River Estuary Partnership (funds from Bonneville 
Power Administration), The Nature Conservancy (funds from 
Portland General Electric), Port of Portland, FishAmerica

 Foundation, NOAA Restoration Center, and American 
Sportfishing

 
Association



Join us for a site tour! 
Riverfest

 Friday, August 21
 Departs at 5:30 

Southern end of Willamette Park
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