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ùi*".."nfr u{-dãtB." David <wordpress @save39th.com>
 
Q,t ¡$"ai*u"*"
 lSave 39th Avenue - Portland, Oregon] Comment: " Portland State Daily 

Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to Portlanders" 
;Tn¿4 *, l,llay 21, 2009 7:49:21 AM PDT 

e 
^1 info@save39th.com
 

.l"dK¡mÍ9f", Í ft" "dpbailey23 @ gmail.com" <d pbai ley23 @ g mail. com>
 

New comment on your post #115 "Portland State Daily Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to
 
Portlanders"
 
Author : David (lP: 76.105.1 83.248 , c-76-105-183-24B.hsd1.or.comcast.net)
 
E -mail : çXpþarl-çyä3 @çmall.c_om
URL : 

Whoi s : htþJnrys. êttn nereg i - þu!&h oisæd Ssuervr¡ p,ut=70. 1_05. 1 flå. 448.
 
Comment:
 
39th Avenue is also a major map reference for getting around NE Portland. All numbered
 
streets run N to S, parallel to 39th (which is a major artery). Seems minor, but this comes up at
 
least 2-3 times a week in my dealings.
 

Broadway and Grand are also up for consideration, but it seems really odd and strange to me
 
to abandon your city's history by arbitrarily changing a street name that has been called that
 
for 100s of years.
 

And, I do think a monument, park or bridge would be a much more fitting tribute to a great
 
man.
 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
h llp : /Iwww. ç ave 3-9-th *ec m 1 ?-p 1 .X 5#co m m e n I s= 

D e I ete i t : htï u:truywScvg 3 g t h, co rrlwp_- ad m i n /c-mmen['ph p"?_acT p nHad c &as 2Oi 

Spam it: http.:/lwu¿laavç391h,cqm4ryp:admin/comment,php?-acjipn=c-dc&dl=sÂam&,c-?0 
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ffn*¡'r'l; Barbara Beletsky <wordpress@save39th.com> 
$u.rå*j**t: [Save 39th Avenue - Portland, Oregon] Comment: "Commissioner Nick Fish: 

Where does he stand on renaming 39th Avenue?" 
il ?**ft.
MM\UT May 19, 2009 7:25:51 PM PDT 

-l.'n' info@save39th.com
 
ffi*p$y-Yn; "beletsky @ hevanet.com" <beletsky @ hevanet.com>
 

New comment on your post #101 "Commissioner Nick Fish: Where does he stand on
 
renaming 39th Avenue?"
 
Author : Barbara Beletsky (lP: 130.94.161 .226 , 130-94-1 61 -226-dsl.hevanet.com)
 
E -mail : þeletç"liy-@ hevanet.Çff

URL :
 

Whois : hllpJlws.äûn.x_Êt/rç.Lþin1whoiS.pl?queryaput=j 26
 
Comment:
 
I got the same letter back. I maintain that they are all ridiculous, out of touch and strangely
 
political in re this issue. Nick Fish lives on 3gth,north of Knott. I dont know know where he or
 
any of the council are coming from, suddenly so blinded by some "rule of law."
 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
hTIp.11www,save39th.ççm/?p= I 0J #com mcnts 

Delete it: htTp:{WWW.saveSglh,cprniWp:Adfìlin/cqmment.php?A"çtlan=cdçÅc 1g
 
spam it: hltg,//www.save_39j.h.Çem4ryp:admjnAoflmcnjæhp3açJrori*cdc&dl=gpern&c=l g.
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u:,.^ ^" .$ å \t2il. bob <word press @ save3gth.com> 

"$*.xfuj*æ11: [save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] comment: "The mysterious and 
unregistered Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard Committee" 

À âÍ3t ffi" May 19, 2009 2:49'.38 PM PDT 
"T¿> info@save39th.com
 

'ffiæy:tfry;Yç;
 "nobody @ nowhere. net" <nobody @ nowhere. net> 

New comment on your post #131 "The mysterious and unregistered Cesar E. Chavez
 
Boulevard Committee"
 
Author : bob (lP: 24.20.40.1 89, c-24-20 -40-189. hsd 1 .or.comcast.net)
 
E -mai| : npþ"Ady@ nawher"e,flel,

URL :
 

Wh o i s : hI!$ //¡rys. eu ft n et/çSl:brtr /w h ots. p l ? qu ej:yl n puk?4. ZCI 
" 4CI- I eg
 

Comment:
 
A latino culture is a relatively recent phenomenon to PDX, it only makes sense that the
 
struggles Mexicans living in America have had to get a voice, PDX seems like virgin territory to 
make a declaration of a Mexican political agenda by these two folks, however very few people 
in PDX are fooled by this attempt to name anything that runs through the heart of a white city a 
positive cultural achievement for the latino,..much better suited to a "latino" section of town like 
Hillsborough or Rock Creek. 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
I r1lp. ;//gwvv, ç.ay"e.# 9 T h . cqr:r 1 ?"p, 1 t"1 .#pomm e Riç 

Delete it: htJp;//Wlvw.sqv€3gth.çomlw&:êdllu/cammentæhË,?açtian=cdc&c=t &
 
Spam it: l"ìllp,l1trywwseye09In.co_ff¡up:admnhonmcrÌ.ph.pf,_actio¡:=Ëdç&dÞsparn&çîlê
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K:,¡é-,*, bk <wordpress @ save3gth.com> 
t:ltr rhrAÆS{
,,¡\tàÈ. j)#v \ 4 [save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] Comment: "City does not follow its 

own street renaming rules" 
* ïe+^tát&*É;;" " May 18, 2009 4:37:16 PM PDT 

$ d\"¡ \Ji info@save39th.com 
'11^4 34 \*^ z-¡rÌÈBùx¡$" s ( t
" ""'ii-"} "lovetoblade @ hotmai l.com" <lovetoblade @ hotmail.com> 

New comment on your post #141 "Cily does not follow its own street renaming rules"
 
Author:bk (lP: 75.145.66.105,75-145-66-105-Oregon.hfc.comcastbusiness.net)
 
E -mail : lo_W:Loblade9_ [ptmai i. con
 
URL :
 

W h o i s : httpJlurs . a r i n .¡çt/pqtþur A¡rh o i s-pl? zugry i n pu t=Z SJ45. 6 6_ 105_
 
Comment:
 
Save 39th Ave from being renamed. lf you like it the way it is, I imagine you would support the
 
cause (at least in spirit, not monetarily).
 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
hTtp :/.lwww.$AvËQ9th. comi ? p='l 41 #co m m enTs 

Delete it: httsl&ww=$sve3-9th,ç{)rn/.Wp*rdrnin/commeJ]lphpSeçllatîçdç&ç.f4 
Spam it: h1tp@save39th.com/wkadmrn/cornmenXphplaction=cdc&dl=spem4c=1 4 
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Srsm; patty martin <word press @ save3gth.com>
 
$riSj*uf ; [Save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] comment: "welcome to Save 3gth
 

Avenue!"
 
6 ìÆ+^\, May 17,2009 8:55:58 PM PDT 

"T¿x"
É Wr info@save39th.com
 

ffisgr$y-"fæ; "marti norep @ yahoo. com " <marti norep @ yahoo. co m>
 

New comment on your post #6 "Welcome to Save 3gth Avenue!"
 
Author:patty martin (lP 24.21.221.159 , c-24-21-221-159.hsd1.or.comcast.net)
 
E -mail : rnârliflgf-ep @Vahoo.Çaflû

URL :
 

Whois : hflp//rrygarun-tel/cgtjþtn^ehal-s"p|?quervmpulF2 ?j_l Sg_
 
Comment:
 
It is really hard to try to defend your street 39th ave from renaming. i have written letters,
 
gotten signature of opposition for renaming and just want to see cooler heads prevail in the city
 
and city council. patty martin 39th ave 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
htlp.//:ryww, çavç3 91h. cpml ? p*.O#qq mments 

Delete it: þttË-üuwurgavc3gth.somruvp:qdflrnlÇonnxneflt.shp?eçtian=Çdç&ca1q 
spam it: hlTp;//www.çavci?lh.çom&p:adminlcpmment.php?acTipn=pd"ç&dt-g.parn&c=10. 
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.$*IfiåJrÈ "s.groce" <word press @save39th.com> 
$r"xhj**t; [Save 39th Avenue - Portland, Oregon] Comment: "Send ema¡l and letters to 

City Council saying "Save 39th Avenue"" 
ì\"*i!.*"
Ì-J dJ{ { {J . May 17,2009 3:17:03 PM PDT
 

"ì'"r 
. 
:l (Þ- info@save39th.com 

$\*g{y-To: "s.g roce @ comcast. net" <s. g roce @ comcast. neÞ 

New comment on your post #79 "Send email and letters to City Council saying "Save 39th
 
Avgnue""
 
Author : s.groce (lP: 98.246.1 15.54 , c-98-246-1 15-54.hsd1 .or.comcast.net)
 
E -mail : Q"ültoÇq q çqmçp_åt.net

URL :
 

Whois : hltp:Íws.arin,net/Ç i-þ
 
Comment:
 
AGAIN - LISTEN TO THE CONTROVERSARY - STOP WASTING YOUR TIME AND TAX
 
DOLLARS. STOP ALREADY ABOUT TRYING TO RENAME 39TH STREET OR ANY
 
OTHER STREET. WE NEED PRODUCTIVE CITY EMPLOYEES!!!
 

You can see all comments on this post here: 

http ://wwry. save39thJlo m/ ? p=79#co m me nts 

Delete it: lIlp//qm¡w.Sar¿eQ9th,çq[¿wp:pdnitn¿commçnÏphplåcTjqn.çd_Ç&c*9 
Spam it: l:tjp:l uw*savçsgtLcqmiwp-adm!n/Çs$mqnt.php?"aÇlfqr-c4ç&dï=gpam&çË9 
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L@-q¡l¡Mi,t ë{}${t^ "s. g roce" <word press @ save39th. com>

(ìr *åxiìcnå"
VHÈJJç\'qB	 [Save 39th Avenue - Portland, Oregon] Comment: "Send email and tetters to 

City Council saying "Save 39th Avenue"" 
f\*it" "t-nçÀ \L . May 17,2009 3:15:38 PM PDT 

^r*s  info@save39th.com
 
ffiapå5r-T"*: "s. g roce @ comcast. net" <s. g roce @ comcast. neÞ
 

New comment on your post #79 "Send email and letters to City Council saying "Save 3gth 
Avenue""
 
Author : s.groce (lP: 98.246.1 15.54 , c-98-246-1 15-s4.hsd1.or.comcast.net)
 
E -mail : S,Seçg @ Çamgêål-npl

URL :
 

Wh o i s : bltp : /1ws_Af: n netlcç i, þl:./Wh qis.Bi? q u s{ytn p Ut= 9gÉ46 JlS S4
 
Comment:
 
STOP THE MADNESS-- STOP TRYING TO RENAME 39TH AND OTHER STREETS. YOU
 
NEED TO DO THE ''NAMING'' WHEN THERË IS SOMETHING NEW TO NAME!!!I STOP
 
WASTING THE TAXPAYERS MONEY AND DO SOMETHING THAT IS PRODUCT|vE. THIS
 
IS REDICULOUS!II STOP WASTING OUR TAXPAYERS M-O-N-E-Y !!!!! 

NAME A NEW DEVEOLOPMENT OR SOMETHING OR BETTER YET -- READ WHAT C. 
CHAVEZ WROTE WHEN HE DID NOT WANT SOMETHING NAMED AFTER HIMSELF!!! 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
http ://WWyV. s-ave3"$Jh co m/ ? p"=794çem me nts^ 

Delete it: hitp.lÁerryU¿.çrye39jbcpm/rryp:admln/caruï.efll4jhp?acliAn=çdË&c=B 
Spam it: hüpfwwwsar¿e39th-codwp:ad¡rLr¡&ornmenlphplectìon-cdcedþsçan&qãg 
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Nlrnm " N SW{?e" "Jeff . Katz" <wordpress@save39th.com>
 
*t¡*ränæ4"
Ðuvjç4v247 [save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] comment: " Portland state Daily 

Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to Portlanders" 
#æ,Tryt May 16, 2009 1 1 ;04:30 PM PDT 

-{. r*t info@save39th.com
 
ffi*gtNgr-l*: "j eff . katz @ save3gth. co m" <j eff . katz @ save39th. co m>
 

New comment on your post #1 15 "Portland State Daily Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to 
Portlanders"
 
Author :Jeff.Katz (lP: 67.160.174.160 , c^67-160-174-160.hsd1.or.comcast.net)
 
E -mai| : içff , kltr @ qaVe:3gib*cqm
 
URL : http:// 
W h o i s : hllpJÁrya a n n . ncVççLþrn/yub o i s. p | ? q uelyrxpu_t=62-1€CI. l_Z4J g0_
 

Comment:
 
oasispaw - I would hardly call this knee jerk and I hope that I have an opportunity to read
 
many of the posts here and have read what your fellow citizens have said on various outlets.
 

This is not a small annoyance that gets our "feathers all ruffled about it". 

there is a financial impact (that does not take into the account the financial and personal 
obligations that residents and businesses will have to deal with a street naming change) that 
will be felt at a time where the city is cutting budgets for critical infrastructure and human 
services and no sign making will not even come close to making up for that. 

This is also about a severely flawed process and elected officials. Poll after poll, survey after 
survey have indicated a strong opposition to not only not renaming 39th Avenue, but not 
renaming any major road. And to top that off, the strongest opposition against renaming any 
street was 39th Avenue. 

Marta Guembes cares less about Chavez and more about her own power. We have a new 
bridge being built without a name. what does Guembes say? "l want a street and only a 
street" How about the downtown Farmer's market or a park? "l want a street and only a 
street" 

"Years before his death, Chavez was asked by a union member if he wanted to be 
remembered by statues and public memorials. Chavez replied, 'lf you want to remember me, 
organize!"' 

The entire process felt very ceremonial with the end-results already decided much in 
advanced. While the Planning Commission and the organizing committee do not see 39th 
Avenue as having much historical value, I can tell you that the sentiment is quite the opposite. 
39th Avenue is an integral and historic component of where many of us proudly call home. 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
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h llp ; i/WW"w- ç avq 3 9 t h,.co ryL/ ? p 5 #co m m e n ts 
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De l ete it : hltplwww. sa_ve3-gth, cam¡eead m i n lco m me nt " 
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ffi¡',t:sx'l: oasispaw <wordpress @ save3gth.com>
 
#z"ahj*ut: [save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] comment: " poriland state Daily
 

Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to Portlanders"
 
A Z4*#.
MæÑS..tr May 16, 2009 4:49 47 PM PDT
 

"for
 info@save39th.com
 
ffiæp?,rg^T*: "oasispaw@ gmai l.com" <oasispaw @ g mail.com>
 

New comment on your post #115 "Portland State Daily Vanguard on 39th Avenue: Listen to 
Portlanders"
 
Author : oasispaw (lP : 21 6.20.1 52.177, 21 6 -20 -1 s2-177 -dsl.hevanet.com)
 
E-mail : pasispaw@gruail.cgm
 
URL : hüplhaidcoref{cûÇh-çsru 
wh o i s : http : üwg a r i n-netlcçl r:þtn /wh_ols.,u]f q u erytnpuÞel 6, ?0.i 5¿J lZ 
Comment: 
i just don't understand the passionate opposition. it's just a number changing the name of an 
important historical figure. and sure there will be costs associated with it, but it seems silly to 
get your feathers all ruffled about it. if you think about it, it will create some work in portland for 
sign makers and printing presses! you know, stimulate the economy? 

it seems like more of an honor than a burden to me to have your street named after cesar 
chavez. 

ijust don't see any really good arguments against it rather than straight up opinion. a knee-jerk 
"i don't like it, i don't want it!" 

i'm sure this won't make it through moderation because it's a one sided argument here, but i 

thought i'd try. 

You can see all comments on this post here:
 
hltp ://wWw. såUe39tþ, c"gml ? p= 1 1 5#com m entç
 

D e I ete it : @/rrypgd mrn&qfl m enlphp: ëç!¡ o n =cdË& c- 6.
 
S p a m i t : htlÞJl¡r@: ad mrnlqo run efl t, php : êçlior Ëad q&dl=spfln &cëo
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å- f¡"r ¡9 I , D P Bailey <wordpress@save3gth.com> 
4Gl:lSA$s*s1|"
çilsjçv+" [Save 39th Avenue - Portland, Oregon] Comment: "Commissioner Nick Fish: 

Where does he stand on renaming 3gth Avenue?" 
* \*!lu"tÁM4ç, May 16,2009 10:30:51 AM PDT
 

il-sl.
 info@save39th.com
 
ffi*g*fi5e-Tw; "dpbai ley23 @ mac.com" <d pbailey23 @ mac. com>
 

New comment on your post #101 "Commissioner Nick Fish: Where does he stand on
 
renaming 39th Avenue?"
 
Author: D P Bailey (lP: 76.105.183.248, c-76-10s-183-24B.hsd1.or.comcast.net)
 
E -mai| : d.p_þalley?3 @ mac,çom"

URL : 

Wh o i s : hllËl:.1/"vvs, afË¡eUcç i : þflÁryI_ot_Ð.p|?q ue ry Ln qul=261 8-5, i gg. A4ö
 
Comment:
 
This is the letter I sent to all of the commissioners and our Mayor:
 

Hello, 

I live in the Northeast and I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to renaming 3gth Avenue to Cesar 
Chavez. Or Grand or Broadway for that matter. 

39th is a major map reference for giving and receiving directions for getting around the East 
side of Portland. Changing its name is not sensible for the City, its citizens or its visitors. lt is 
also a very expensive undertaking at a time when we can barely pay for teachers and school 
programs. 

lf you must honor Chavez (who was quoted as saying that he'd never like something like a 
street named after him,) please rename a park, or a farmer's market. This would make much 
more sense and save the city money as well. I understand that there is interest in renaming 
Delta Park to Chavez Park. 

You were elected to represent the citizens of the entire city, but this move I feel is serving the 
"wants" of a few versus the needs of the many. 

lf you have read this entire email, thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

David Bailey 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
h tt p : {W"W w . q av e I I rh . ç ç ru¡l_n = 1 Q'l #c*q m men IA 

De|ete it: hltÞlwuvW"saye39ih.cqn/Wp fnçn|php_?acllçn=cd$eç=ã
Spam it: [U&/1ulww-$eye39th-Co¡l/wp:Adrur]/comnnent.ghp1aÇtio¡*Çdc&dt m&ç=S 
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Frc*N'x: RobertWag ner <wordpress @ save3gth. com>
 
Sa;hjceÈ: [save 39th Avenue - Portland, oregon] comment: "welcome to save 3gth


Avenue!"
 
TSatæ: May 13,2009 7:23:21 PM PDT
 

Tm: info@save39th,com
 
lZ*Tpäg-'Tu: "ed itor @ pdxsucks. com" <ed itor @ pdxsucks. com>
 

New comment on your post #6 "Welcome to Save 3gth Avenue!"
 
Author:RobertWagner (lP:74.92.163.253 ,74-92-163-253-Oregon.hfc.comcastbusiness.net)
 
E -mail : çditer@pdXçgqKs.c_cm

URL : hltp:1/pdxeUç-Ks.çotr.
 
W h o i s : h ttp-:llw'$". al i n.ne V.c-g i :þ ifl1-w¡-qi s_, pJ ? q u e rylnp-u t= 2 4,9.å . 

"! 
0 3,.A 5 S 

Comment: 
Not sure how much time I'd have to volunteer but I'd be more than happy to help spread the 
word via my blog and internet radio show - not sure how much good it would do but every litile 
bit counts eh? This whole street renaming witchhunt thing has me pretty peeved... such litile 
regard for business owners and what it will cost them. 

You can see all comments on this post here: 
htlp;1lwww. çaveö$-th, cçIr/?p=S#csm m ents 

Delete it: hTïp;/^vww"caveQglh.c_qm/wp:qdmin/ç_qmrnent,php?aqtion'cdç&ç-? 
Spam it: 
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TO: Portlalid,CltyJ 
FROM: .Iohn Munson 
RE: Renaming of 3 Geser"{fhavez Boulevard i t 

DATE: June 23, ,:::-., '*e ¿ \"T tt.'¿' , /^r,, ( r /..:::*,,**--" itt*-/-an"._*{' þi y ) /\ 
tr encourage members of the City Council to change the name of 39th Avenue to Cesar Chavez 

Boulevard. 

1. It honors a great American 
2. It recognizes the hopes and dreams of an important part of our community 
3. The action is supported by precedent 

4. 'the cost would be minimal 

1. It honors a great American. 

Cesar Chavez was born in California. He led a movement to protect the rights of workers, 

American and inrmigrant. He demanded for farm workers the same rights that other Americans 

have under the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and our system of laws. His call for justice was 

bitterly opposed by those who live by exploiting others, and he refused to respond with 
violence. His call for a boycott of grapes struck a chord throughout American, and, in the end, 

succeeded to earn increased wages and, more importantly, dignity, for farm workers. But the 

struggle goes on, in Oregon and throughout the country. Farm workers continue to be among the 

most poorly paid workers, to work under some of the most hazardous conditions, and to be 

vulnerable to an immigration policy that is broken and cruel. We all need to remember the legacy 

of Cesar Chavez. Our children study his life and his accomplishments in school. He is a hero for 
all Americans, and to honor him by naming 39th Avenue after him would do honor to our city. 

2. It recognizes the hopes and dreams of an important part of our community. 

Hispanics make up a growing part of our city, yet have for too long lived on the margins. 

Portland is a city that celebrates diversity. The naming of a major street after Cesar Chavez is a 

dream of thousands of Hispanics in Portland. The rest of us have no right to say to them, "No, 
why can't you just be satisfied with naming a building or a farmers marker after Chavez." It is 

not for us to tell them what is good enough for them. To honor Chavez is to honor every 

member of Portland's Hispanic Community. To fail to make the change that is being proposed 

tonight is to say, "No, we do not çare about you." to the Hispanic community. I do not want to 
be part of the sending of that message. 

3. The action is supported by precedent. 

In recent years Portland has renamed at least three major streets in honor of individuals whose 
contribution to our community has been great: First Avenue was renamed Naito Parkway; 
Grand Avenue was renamed Martin Luther King, Jr, Boulevard, and Portland Boulevard was 

renamed Rosa Parks Boulevard. All of these streets had been known by their original names for 



*1 F:'tl 'lfi 
generations. But times changecl, and Portland was able to acknowledge and honor that change. It 
is natural for people to resist change, and every new proposal meets stiffresistance from 
somewhere. Portland has faced this challenge before and succeeded. It is only right that we do 
this once again, that we rename 39th Avenue after Cesar Chavez, and that this is not the last time 
that we will make a change to honor a leader or a cause. 

4. The cost would be minimal.
 
Much has been made of the economic cost of making this change. The costs are minimum. It is
 
not expensive to change a stationary order when a supply of envelopes and letterhead is used up.
 
It is not expensive to change one' address on email or web sites. The cost of changing street signs
 
can be spread over time and is a drop in the bucket of Portland finances.
 

There are a few arguments against making this change, just as there are always arguments against 
any and every change. Suffice it to say that the name "39th Avenue" has no historical or 
sentimental value anywhere in Portland. Travelers will be able to orient themselves to Cesar 

Chavez Boulevard as easily as they have always been able to orient themselves to 3fth Avenue 
or Broadway, Terwilliger or the Sunset Highway. 

In sumrnary, the Council can best serve its citizens, all of its citizens, by adopting Cesar Chavez 
Boulevard as the new name for 39th Avenue. 
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My tramc is l(im Mo(iair. I livc in Laurelhurst, on Ilaze llcrn Avcnne.just a Ièw houscs fiorn 39th 

Avenuc. I usc 39tl'Avcnuc virtually everyclay to commutc to ancl liom work, take my two small 
ohilcL'cr-r to school, do my groccry shopping and participate in mally aspects of lile in my NIJ 
Portlancl oommunity. I prcviously livecl in l'lawthorne, just a f'cw blocks fì'om 39tl', so my entirc 
aclult lilè has takcn plaoc within the neighborhoocls alÍccted by the proposcd renaming. In 
clcscribing the impact of losing the numerioal designation of 39tl', I think the Oregonian eclitorial 
boarcl summecl it up best today when they saicl th¿rt 39this signifioant becausc people know where 
it is. 

'['hrcc Streets. 

Portland City Cocle Sec. I 7 .93.010 proviclcs that an inciividual nray apply to the City to "roname 
a City street." It lurther provides that "only one street renaming application shall be processccl at 

'fheclearintentof the¿ttitne." lloth l7.93.020 ancl lT.93.030relertothc"strcet"proposecl. 
Cocle is that an applicatiorr consists o1 one strcet. Petitioners offbred 3 applications in violation 
of'the Cocie. Simply put, thc Cocle, allows clnc application to nanre A strcet "- a singular, not 
plr"rral tenn. Wl'rile the City council can choose to rename the strcct outside of'this coclc proccss, 
thc City has taken tho position that it is follor,ving its codc. If'tht: f.ìity is going to fbllow the 
coclc, it must lollow all o1'thc cocle, not pich and choosc the ¡lrovisiclns that it wants. 't'hus, the 
pcLition should bc rejeotecl becausc it lirils to conrply with the plairr languagc of'thc Oity Codc. 

(lhavcz's Commitfce's tìcfhsal to Mcet or Nesoti¿rtc 

I am particularly botherod by tlie Committce's relusal to accept evcn a single invitation from thc 
ncighborhooci associations ancl businesses thal will be directly impacted by this changc. 'fheir 
rel'usal to talk to these ncighbors, or look thcrn in the eye ancl tell tircm why 39tl'Avcnue, as 
opposeci to the variotts otl'rcr options that ha.,,c bccn suggested, siroulcl not bc rcwarclccl. While 
the Commiltce tolcl the l-listorian Pancl that they wantecl to "worJi togethcr," thcy havc rebuf t'cd 
cvory single c['i'ort macle to work togcthcr or to show compassion or respect 1'or the pcoplc 
actually cf'feotccl by this change. It is not in thc best intcrcst of'1iie City to rcward this clivisivc 
L'rehavior ar-rd doing so will only hr-rrt community rclatior-rs in or-rr Ility. 

39'l' Avcnue Shoulcl not lìc Ilcnamccl. 

'l'hc Cocte says ihat tltc Irarnc should not be changcd if'the existing llame is oJ'historical 
signilicance OI{ thc street is signifircant in its own right. 39tl' Avcnuc is histolic in that it has 
helcltliat name since 1870. It contains a historic statute o1'.loan o1'Arc that w¿rs a gift lrom Dr. 
Ilcrrry Coc il-l 1()251o mcmorialize the Amcricans who [Ìrr-rght in Worlcl War L Il also borclcrs 
Laurclhurst Parl<, ¿rn icorrio cmblcm of'Portl¿lnci ancl thc lìrst park t.o bc namccl to the N¿rtional 
Iìegister of'l.listoric Plaoes. '['o replzrcc 39(l'with "(]csat Li. Char,',:;z I]lvcl." will clcstroy this 
historical [irbric clating back to thc early 1900's. 



Anyone who spencis anytime on the East siclc of Portland, where iire vast majority of Portlanclers 
live, knows that the street lìames are a constzrnt navigational aid, ()specially the major numberocl 
strcets like 39tl'. fhus,39tl'is also significant in its own right. Thr: Ilistolian lleview Pzrnel, in 
làct, agrcecl that 39tl' was "clearly a signilìc¿rnt strcct." 

It has bcen reportcc'lthat some of you want thc opponenls to cxplain why thc street shor-rlcl not bc 
rcnamccl. I rcspeotlully suggest that clesirc is backwards. '['hc proponents should {ìrst givc somc 
cxplzrnation to the City ancl the rcsiclents as to why 39'l'Avcnuc, iit particular ancl insteacl of a 
new brtclge, school or perrk, shoulcl be renamccl, 'l'hey havc l¿rilecl do this. 

I r:rge you to consider naming thc ncw'['ri-Met bridge aftel Mr. Chavez. Naming an incliviclual 
item like a briclge woulcl bcl a more signilicant way to honor him because it ooulcl allow for 
placlues, eclucational inlbrmation and even a statutc of him. None of that will exist on 39tl', 

lrinally, ancl most importantly, you arc clectcd rcpresontativcs of tl-re people. 'l'he only thing that 
is absolutely r"urdispr"rted in this matter is that tl-re peoplc tl-rat you represent don't want to renamc 
strccts. 'l'hc pcople on 39tl' clon't want it, tl-re ncighborhoocl associations clon't wzrnt it, thc pooplc 
in the City as a wholc donlt want it. You shoulcl substitutc yor-ri.juclgment f'or the opinion ol'thc 
ovcrwhelming maiority rarcly - most notably to protect indiviclual civil rights ancl libertics o1' 

minoritics. 'l'ho rcnaming of'39'l'Ave. is not suoh a circurnstance,.. 'I'his is even more true in this 
case because thc Code recluires that the eflècted residents be pollc:cl - thus recognizing that the 
opinions of tlie public are important and relcvant to the question o['whcther this is in the "best 
interest of thc city."'fhe people ol Portland have clearly indicatcclthat this is not in thc "best 
intcrcst of tho ciLy" ancl I urgc youi to respect their views ¿rnd vc;tc "t-to." 
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My narne is Shelli l{omero and tr live in Sout}reast Fortland. I am here to 

support renaming 39'*' in honor of Ccsar E. Chavcz" 

I began ttre early part of rny life growing up in rural Oregon wondering, 

where is my place in this cctmmunity? My parents who grew up 

speaking Spanish at home and English at sehool were punished for 

speaking Spanish in the classroom" So I grew up with English as my 

first langtragc to avoid punishrn en'-.-a¿{^ ¿t.i-¿'v'( ' 

In the first grade, I went to school and saw some of my elassmates being 

discouraged and punished for speaking Spanish, the language of my 

parents and my grandparents. I was ignored by my home room teaeher, 

made to f-cel less than and unable to keep paee with rny elassrnates. So 

painful are the memories that I blocked them out. I arn told that at times 

I was loeked in a krome room eloset by rny teaeher" tsasecl on this 

experienee, at that time, sehool was no plaee for Latinos. But treeause of, 

my edueator parents, I worked hard and continued my edueation. Wc 

studied history, but T learncd very little if anything about tristory f,rom a 



j"åjtjil{jg 
Latino perspective" And so I asked ttrren and I ask now, * where is rny 

place in history? 

Latinos have among the highest drop out rate and yet in Fortland, 

Latinos have no community centers, no youth eenters, no gathering 

plaees, and no areas that are predominantly or historieally Latino 

neighborhoods. I am faeed again with that nagging question, - where is 

our plaee? V/here do we belong? 

Most of the people in this room believe Cesar E. Chavezto be a worthy 

candidate for renaming and yet what I hear over and over is "Just not my 

street, just not in my baekyard." And so I again ask everyone in this 

room to really think about my question: Where is my place? -fhe 

sentiment is "not in my baekyard' and yet as a l-atino eommunity, we 

are among you" We are your neighbors, admired fkrr our fan:lily values 

and hard work ethie. We are br,ls boys, the cooks in restaurants, 

earegivers, landseapers, the workers in the fields who piek erops and 

bring food to the tables of millions. 
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V/c are union workcrs, teaehers, business owners, publie sector 

ernployees, doetors, nLlrses, policy wonks and morc. 

V/ç are at a critical juneture in Ameriean history and in Portland history. 

And while we eannot ehange what is in the past, TODAY? we can 

IVIAKE history with your hclp, your vote" 'We 
can educate and learn 

f,rom one another, we Çan promote understanding and truly embrace 

diversity viewing it as an asset to our community. And we oan work 

together to ereate a sense of place for all people in our City, our 

eommunity. And so I end with rhis: I ask you to search deep in your 

hearts to find the eourage to make history and to create a place for the 

entire oommìrnity to thrive. This new plaee, a street that today we call 

39th Avenue should be renamed in honor of Ccsar Chavez. I ask you to 

eonsider the renaming of 39th not as taking away something - but as 

ereating a plaee fbr me and for so many more who will eall Fortland 

home as well as the future generations to follow. Thank you. 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Shelli Romero L., J*lurv,.-'i {4 5l"T 
*t::e 

't 

3830 SE 68'h Avcnue 
Portlancl, OR 97206 
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My name is Stephen Sasser. 

Mayor and Council Members,
 
I'd like to begin by thanking you for permitting me to share my views.
 

I'd like to quote from a personal document dated 1968: 

You may remember it as the Summer of Love. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Franklin Nance 
request the pleasure ofyour company 
at the weclding of their daughter 
Sanclra Lyn ancl 

Stephen H. Sasser 
on Friday, the fourteenth ofJune 
at eight o'clocl< in the evening 

Garden Manor 
27 1 5 Southeast Thirty-ninth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

Two years ago, Lyn and I celebrated our 39'Ì' anniversary by waiking from our home to that same location 
on 39tl' avenue and having a champagne-toast on the front portico facing 39tl'. 

If you change the 
1a1ryof !!is¡!ree!, vou ,yill st"ql.l-,B,? o¡1j19¡ of history.,pl:91,,9 .Ll! r-o,r+r,lelsonâl 

-

'':¡':;..i.'.,",1'.".¡..,t¡.';.¡..t¡:...*i'1¡'.'.. ìi;1...,...'..-'t 11',., .,.i,,:.'- ,-','.ì'. 
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STATEMENT OF REES LLOYD TO THE CITY OF COUNCIL OF PORTLAND IN
 
OPPOSITION TO RENAMING 39TH STREET FOR CESAR CHAVEZ
 
( HEARTNG HELD ON JUNE 23, 2009):
 

Members of the City Council:
 
My name is Rees Lloyd. I am a lawyer . Forgive me that.
 
I reside in Portland. I worked with and for Cesar Chavez for some twenty years, 1973 to
 
his death on April 23, 1993, and beyond as an attorney for the United Farm Workers of
 
America. I oppose renaming 39th Street, as will be explained.
 

ln connection with my testimony. I would like to submit to the Council to be 
included in the record, along with my oral remarks, a story which I wrote about Cesar 
which was published by The Record-Gazette Newspaper in the San Gorgonio Pass in 

California, I submit it as it evidences my long association with Cesar Chavez 
commencing in 1973, when he assisted and mentored me in a truckers strike when I 

was a long-haul trucker; then when he told me I had to go to law school and got me into 
law school; and then all the years I served as one of his attorneys. By submitting this 
newspaper piece, I will not have to use time establishing that background. 

Itelephoned in and was told I could e-mail the written material. 
As stated in that story I authored on him, Cesar Chavez was the greatest man I 

have ever known, or ever will know. 
However, based upon the knowledge I have based upon my long association with 

Cesar Chavez, I will be testifying in opposition to renaming 39th Street, which I believe 
is an insult to his memory, and to what he stood for in his magnificent life of service and 
sacrifice for others. 

I have known his son, Paul Chavez,for at least thirty years, and I agree with his 
comment in the Oregonian that his father would consider the campaign to rename a 
street in his honor "a waste of time." 

I note another quote in the Oregonian of significance, that of a leader of the effort of 
a leader of the group pushing for the street renaming, who is quoted as saying her 
group wants the street renaming in order "to honor Cesar Chavez and the Latino 
community." 

Neither that woman, her group, nor this City Council should insult 
and exploit the name, work, and achievements of Cesar Chavez in order "to honor the 
Latino community." 

Hugo Chavez is a Latino. Cesar Chavez was an American. 
Cesar Chavez was at minimum a third-generation American born in Arizona on his 

grandfather's ranch near Yuma Arizona. 
Cesar Chavez was a veteran. An American veteran of World War ll. He joined the 

U.S. Navy aT 17 to defend the land of his birth, the United States, not Mexico, and 
served for the duration of WWll in the South Pacific theatre, 

Cesar was an American of Mexican descent; a Mexican-American, if you will, but 
never an American Mexican. 

Despite a great deal of self-serving pressure put upon him to define himself in ethnic 
or racial terms, Cesar Chavez, in the some twenty years that I worked with him, 
including as an attorney in which there were uncountable confidential communications, 
never once defined himself as a "Latino." Or as a "Chicano." And he flat refused to use 

1. 



the term "La Raza" to identify himself, his cause, or his followers. He told me "La Raza" 
was a racist term and he wouldn't use it. 

Cesar's self-identification was always as an American Labor leader, never a "Latino 
leader," "Chicano leader," least of all a "leader of La Raza." lndeed, in 1g6g Cesar led a 
March from lndio to the Mexican border, not to protest working conditions, but to protest 
the INS's failure to seal the border against strike-breaking illegal aliens. Ten years later 
Cesar had the same position, testifying in Congress for the federal government to 
secure the border against strike-breaking illegal aliens coming in from Mexico. 

Cesar's reality as an American, an American veteran, an American labor leader, 
should not be stripped from him now by either a self-serving group desiring to 
appropriate Cesar Chavez for themselves, deny him his American reality, and gain 
honor for themselves as Latinos by exploiting what he did as a self-defined American 
Leader. They are exploiting his name and life for their own ends by a street renaming "to 
honor the Latino communitV," as one of their leaders told the Oregonian, as surely as 
the huge agribusiness interests of California exploited him in life. 

Nor should this City Council join in that insult and exploitation of Cesar Chavez --in the 
name of the people and City of Portland -- in order to kowtow either to racial identity 
politics nor political correctness, which is to the body politic what cancer is to the body 
human. Deadly. 

And the Planning Commission report which is before you fairly reeks with 
condescending political correctness, speaking so piously of "diversity" and "inclusion" 
and "change" and "forward looking" acts. lt is utterly insulting to who and what Cesar 
Chavez was, an American of Mexican descent who never forswore his American birth 
and heritage and identity and never, ever played racial politics. 

You must consider that if you impose this name change on people who have 
overwhelmingly opposed it, you act in a manner exactly contrary to Cesar Chavez' 
principles. He touched American hearts not by government-imposed actions, but by 
persuasion, most often the persuasive example of his selfless service to his cause, the 
United Farm Workers of America. 

Finally, you should consider that Cesar was a man who eschewed all personal 
celebrity and focused all on his cause. He refused millions in offers for the rights to his 
life story for films or authorized biographies, saying it was not about him, it was about 
the cause. 

lf you want to honor Cesar Chavez, then do it as he would have -- by persuasion, not 
governmental imposition. Do it in the way that the people most affected want it done. 

Do not join in what is, in my opinion, an insult to Cesar Chavez' name and life, using 
him in his death for a political purpose, a racially divisive political purpose. 

The committee advocating this name change has refused any compromise, saying 
because they have followed the rules, this time, and worked at it for two years, then the 
entire community should bow to their demands. lf it is the street name change and 
nothing at all, as they have insisted, then let it be nothing. 

Then honor him in a way in which the overwhelming majority of Portland's people can 
support, 

Do not insult and exploit his life, his name, and his memory. 
REES LLOYD (503-223-8560) 
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News 

Lessons from the life of a great American: Cesar Chavez 
By Rees Lloyd 
Special to the Record Gazette 

I am convinced that the truest act of courage, the 
strongest act of manliness, is to sacrifice for others in a 
totally nonviolent struggle for justice. To be a man is to 
suffer for others. God help us to be men! Cesar Chavez 

California, and three other states, Texas, Arizona, and 
New Mexico, will officially recognize by State Holidays 
the 80th anniversary of the birth of an extraordinary 
American, Cesar Estrada Chavez, the late founder and 
president of United Farm Workers of America, an 
American veteran who served his country in the U.S. 
Navy in \AA¡VIl, the first American trade union leader to 
create a viable union for farmworkers where all other 
attempts in American history had failed, and an 
American civil rights leader of Mexican descent who 9lS4R CHAVEZ and Rees Lloyd of 

Banning are shown at press conferenceserved and enriched his country and the lives of 
in 1973 in Tuscon , AZ, announcing theAmericans of every race, color, and creed by a lifetime ltl l]lj rrì r.uscon' A¿' announclng In( 

,,nf canrifina fnr nfhara inin a fn{o¡rr nnnr¡iatan{ a{rr,^^r^'r^. formation of the Alliance of the Unitgd"of sacrifice for others a totally nonviolent struggle for !"ll]ll:'^:u oI Ine lìlllance oT Ine ur-'-'vs'- '-' 
i,,crina ,, ' Farm Workers of America and thejustice. 

Truckers For Justice, who refused to haul 

cesar did not merely, speak, but lived those words, ,no3,Y]Pttu.ce or grapes not bearing the 

there are lessons to be learned from that well-lived'liià.'uFW union symbol. 

My own life has been enriched and influenced beyond measure by what I learned in some twenty 
years working with him, starting in 1973 when I was a trucker participating as a leader of the 
"Truckers For Justice" in a nationwide truckers shutdown in the so-called "Arab Oil Embargo," in 
which oil companies reaped windfall profits, and including the years I served as one of his 
attorneys from '1979 until the day of his death on April 23, 1993. 

I emphasize that I was but one of thousands who worked with Cesar Chavez through the years, 
others who did so much more than did I in aid of him, his cause, and the UW; I emphasize that I 

write these words not to celebrate my association with him, but to celebrate him, Cesar Chavez, 
and the life he lived. 

I will always walk in the shadow Cesar Chavez, a great and humble man who lived his faith, and 
was the moral heart of the American labor movement in the last half of the 20th Century. 
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Cesar Chavez was born on March 31, 1927, on the small ranch near Yuma, Arizona, that his 
grandfather had purchased in the 1880's, and which the Chavez family worked and thrived on until 
1937, during the Depression, when the bankforeclosed and the giant Bud Antle lettuce 
corporation based in Yuma took over the Chavez' land. The family, when Cesar was 10, went 
from being American landowners, to "Mexican" migrant workers, living and working in conditions 
which appalled America when they became known years later, and which were improved basically
because of Cesar Chavez touching America's heart with his non-violent service. 

ln 1944, at the age of '17, while WWll raged in Europe and the Pacific, Cesar Chavez joined the 
U.S. Navy. When he came home on a three-day leave, he engaged in his first non-violent civil
 
disobedience: He deliberately sat in the "White" section of the then-segregated movie theatre in
 
Delano. He was arrested; taken to jail; but they couldn't figure out what to charge him with (U.S
 
Sailor sitting in the wrong place in wartime?). So, they cut him loose with threatening warnings

that he should know his place. Cesar returned to Navy duty defending his country,
 
notwithstanding.
 

lronically, Cesar's life ended where it began, in Yuma, and in a fight with the powerful Bud Antle
 
Corporation, largest lettuce grower in the world, which had taken his family's land back in 1g37..
 

That is, Bud Antle sued Cesar, and the UFW, in the Yuma, AZ, courts, claiming Bud Antle had 
been grievously damaged by the "Lettuce Boycott" which Cesar led -in California. Bud Antle 
sought millions in damages, which would break the UFW. 

Bud Antle's lawyers called Cesar as a witness. When his examination by Bud Antle's lawyers was
 
complete, Cesar, following his custom, went to the home of a UFW member where he was
 
staying. (Cesar's practice was to stay in the modest homes of members, and not incur hotel or
 
motel bills.)
 

After supper, he went to his room, kicked off his shoes, lay on the bed, and began reading a book
 
concerning entrepreneurial projects which could aid the poor, particularly Native Americans.
 

Cesar Chavez died peacefully in his sleep that night, April 23, 1993. 

Those who entered the room when he did not respond to their knock, said his shoes were off, but 
he was still dressed, as if having dozed off while reading. They said there was no evidence that he 
had suffered any pain or distress. lndeed, the book he was reading still rested on his chest, 
undisturbed. Further, they said it appeared that Cesar had a small, serene smile on his face. 

"God came and took him," observed an elderly farmworker, as heads nodded and crosses were
 
etched in common assent.
 

The court was informed of Cesar's death and a motion was made for a mistrial, since Cesar had
 
testified under questioning by Bud Antle's attorneys, but died before UFW could elicit his
 
testimony.
 

Motion denied, said the judge, stating he would give the UFW ten days to bury Cesar, and the trial
 
would resume as if nothing had happened. He rapped his gavel, a fitting exemplar of the judiciary.
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More than 50,000 people made the pilgrimage to Cesar's funeral in Delano, where Cesar had first 
gone in 1962 with his wife, Helen, and their eight children, to organize what would ultimately
become the United Farm Workers of America. 

The trial resumed in Arizona under the same berobed autocrat who had denied a mistrial. I was
 
honored to be one of the attorneys defending the UFW and Cesar as the trial continued, my role
 
to write motion after motion to the great discomfort and distress of the jurist who makes obscene
 
the command that we address judges as "Your Honor."
 

As expected, the jury found for Bud Antle (surprise, surprise), the biggest employer in the yuma
 
area, and against Cesar and the UFW for the boycott against lettuce staged not in Arizona, but in
 
California. They awarded some $3.5-million to Bud Antle, enough to banlrupt the UFW.
 

But the UFW was born of Cesar Chavez and it had learned one of the primary lessons his life 
taught: Never give up, never surrender in the fight for justice. Ultimately, after years of litigation,

the UFW won; the judgment was thrown out by higher courts. Bud Antle, the rich and powèrful
 
corporation, lost everything to cesar chavez, who would not give up.
 

Cesar's son, Paul, once said to me of his father's persistence: "Did you have one of those litfle
 
cars when you were a kid that you wind up, and it takes off and, when it hits a wall, it bounces off
 
then hits the wall again, and again, and again? Well, my Dad reminds me of that little car. lt won't
 
quit. But the difference is, with my Dad, the wall falls down." 

I have remained a civil rights and workers attorney to this day, and proudly now represent

primarily my fellow veterans in The American Legion. I think of Cesar daily in those efforts, and
 
remember daily the great lesson he taught back in that truckers strike in 1973 when it appeared I
 

would not be able to prevent violence from erupting as we had 253 truckers blockaded in a truck
 
stop for two weeks.
 

Cesar, who was my mentor in that strike, admonished me so loudly and emphatically, that I had to
 
hold the phone at arms length away from my ear, but I heard, and remember, every word:
 

"Rees, if there is violence, it is your fault: lt is a failure of creative intelligence; a failure of creative
 
intelligence."
 

At the time, I said, not to him but to myself, in a huff: "What does he know? I'm the one here, l'm
 
the one with the problems."
 

But later that day I picked up the newspaper, and spotted a story saying the Tucson blood bank
 
had run out of blood and needed help. I called a meeting, pointed out that we were getting
 
lambasted by the media over our strike, and, if we gave blood to the people of Tucson, maybe we
 
would be seen in a different light. The truckers voted to give blood, and I called the media.
 

The next day, we loaded up the trailers of two eighteen-wheelers with strikers and drove to the
 
blood bank. With television cameras running, out of the trailers came the Truckers For Justice,
 
cowboy-hatted, cowboy-booted, walking John Wayne-tall, to give their blood to the people of
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Tucson, true Knights of the Road.
 

The atmosphere completely changed. The media began telling our story, and the people of 
Tucson began taking truckers into their homes for the duration of the strike. The threat of violence 
evaporated. Although there was violence all over the country, there was none in our strike in 
Tucson - thanks to Cesar Chavez. 

We created an Alliance of the United Farm Workers and the Truckers For Justice in the aftermath 
of that strike. Cesar Chavez told me then that I needed to go to law school so that I could better 
serve; it was his recommendation that later opened the doors of law school to me. After 
graduation and passing the State Bar in 1979,1 became one of the volunteer attorneys for the 
UFW, and Cesar.. 

ln my work as a civil rights, workers rights attorney, including proudly representing my fellow 
veterans in The American Legion, whose cause in defense of our veterans memorials and 
cemeteries against fanatical secular-cleansing attacks to remove all religious symbols I believe to 
be a major civil rights issue of this era, I am guided to this day by the lessons taught me by Cesar 
Chavez. 

Not the least of those lessons is to never to surrender in the cause of justice, to act with audacity, 
but always remember that "violence [is] a failure of creative intelligence." 

I am infinitely grateful to Cesar Chavez for these lessons, and, most of all for the lesson, and
 
example, of his life.
 

Print this story 

Email this story 

Copyright O 2007 The Record Top of Page Tel: (95'1) 849-4586 
Gazette 
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Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. Hearing - 6123109 

Testimony - Nate Waas Shull 

My name is Nate Waas Shull, and I live in southeast Portland. I'm here representing 
myself and my family, and our message tonight is simple - we are going to be so proud 
of our city when we name a major street for Cesar E. Chavez, one of America's oivil 
rights giants. 

In Portland, if you happen to be a school kid, andyou happen to be Latino, yoì.rr chances 
of graduating from high school are 39o/o. Thirty-nine percent. Take ten Latino kids and 
have them stand in a row. Ask for half of them to step forward, and then tell one more to 
join them. Then take the six of them off to the side and tell them that they should go 
ahead and start getting ready for years of poverty wages, poorer health and a life of 
struggle for themselves and their future children. This city has miles to go before we 
reach our destination. 

Still, what if today we had a chance to tell our Latino youth something different? What if 
our city found a way to say 'you belong here'? To say 'this is your home'? To say, 
'your culture and your contributions make this city a better place for all of us'? l've 
worked with Latino youth in Portland for years and I can tell you, this community sends a 

lot of very clear messages to Latino kids - but they don't too often sound like that. 

Today we have an opportunity before us. 'We 
have the power to send that message of 

pride and hope and inclusion to every kid who hops a bus, does a search on Mapquest, or 
gives directions to Fred Meyer to his cousin who's visiting from out of town. Yes, street 
names matter. Park names do too, and community centers, but today we're here to talk 
about Portland's streets - streets that overwhelmingly bear the names of white folks. 

As a white Portlander I look forward to Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. as a concrete, daily 
reminder that white people alone do not own Portland's past - or its future. I look 
forward to driving down 39th Avenue, in my neighborhood and remembering exactly why 
I love this city so much - a city that's not afraid to look at its past, then look at its future, 
and decide today exactly what kind of a place we want to be. 

Thank you. 



I |r 
' 

r {l ,ì¡r 
,i' lt r ! 

June22,2009 

To the Portland City Council 

Re: Street naming for Cesar Chavez 

The city of Portland has a history of honoring diversity and in recent years one of the best 
and most visible ways to do that is with street naming. By naming a street after Cesar 
Chavez we are honoring diversity in our city as we did when we named streets for Martin 
Luther King, Rosa Parks and Bill Naito. 

The volunteers of the Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard Committee entered into negotiations 
with the City in good faith meeting every requirement set before them even after the 
process was changed in mid stream. V/hile the Hispanic community in Portland and 
Oregon is the fastest growing minority group and plays an increasing important role in 
our cultural and economic life, honoring Chavez is particularly important to Portland's 
children. 

Providing strong visible role models can make a huge difference in the lives of our 
youngsters. I have had the good fortune to work closely with people from a variety of 
Portland's diverse cultures - through the Chinese Garden, the sister city program and 
recently with the International School. I have seen time and time again, our children 
learning to embrace other cultures when barriers are not put in their way. I also know 
that people who are not given a chance to learn about others often find refuge in fear and 
hatred. 

My view of the world, my sense of fairness, my understanding of discrimination and 
bigotry was greatly impacted by people like Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King and by 
Cesar Chavez. Chavez inspired a whole generation, not just Latino, with his work for 
civil rights, worker rights, and food safety. His portrait stands in the National Portrait 
Gallery in Washington, D.C. and a US stamp was created to honor him. He is a genuine 
American hero and he has strong ties to Oregon. 

This is not an unreasonable request. As a citizen of Portland, I would be very proud to 
have 3gtlt Avenue named for Chavez. 

Phyllis Oster 
2630 SV/ Nevada Court 
Portland, OP.97219 
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PORTLAND CITY COLINCIL HEARING, JUNE, 23,2009
 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY BY KATHY ROMERO
 

Good evening. My name is Kathy Romero. I'm a retired elementary school 
teacher and a member of the César E. Chávez Blvd. Committee. 

I would like to share with you why having 39th Avenue renamed in honor of 
César F. Cháxez matters a grealt" deal to me, my family, and my community. 

Our entire family is among the many here who have been lifelong suppofters 
and advocates for farm workers and César Chávez's La Causa (The Cause). 
Our family has had the honor and privilege of knowing him and meeting 
with him on several occasions when he visited Oregon. His untimely death 
on April 23,1993, \¡/as a tremendous loss to us and to the world. Although 
he has been gone for 16 years, his legacy lives on. This humble, courageous, 
and peace-loving leader touched our heafts and inspired us to follow his 
footsteps on the path of service to others and the struggle for peace and 
justice. We became active participants in César Chávez' s La Causa in the 
late 60's, after our retum from Peace Corps duty in South America. This was 
a family affair--our three children participated with us on the picket lines 
and had never eaten grapes until the boycott ended. It was no coincidence 
that my husband, Jose, decided to work for Colegio César Chétvez in Mt. 
Angel, Oregon in the early 70's, and that most of his career years in 
education were spent working in Migrant Education programs. I, too, 
worked at Colegio César Chéwez, and have devoted years of volunteer work 
as Chair of St. Anthony's Church Migrant Ministry, delivering food, 
clothing, household goods, and friendship to farm workers in migrant camps. 

Many people who don't know who we are have questioned and/or criticized 
the César E. Chávez Blvd. Committee about our commitment to community 
service activities. Several of our CECBC members sit on various 
organizations' boards, including the César E. ChávezLatino Student 
Leadership Conference which has been held annually for the past 19 years. 
This conference brings some 1400 students together every year from the 
Portland Metro area for a day of inspirational speakers, leadership 
workshops, a college fair, and a pafty at the end of the day. Scholarships are 
awarded annually at the annual dinner/awards event. Again, the founders 
and organizers \ryere inspired by our Latino community's greatest hero and 
role model, César E. Chávez. 
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As a former school teacher, I can attest to the faclthat children need role 
models that look like them, and with whom they can identifz. Having 39th 

Avenue renamed after César E. Chávez would give our children and 
grandchildren a wonderful role model, and forever honor his legacy. It will 
also honor all those who have gone before us, and those who will come after 
us. I pray that you will find it in your hearts to vote in favor of renaming 39th 

Avenue in honor of César E. Chávez. Thank you very much. 
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Subject Support Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 
From: <alanism@pdx.edu> 

Sent: Jun 21,2009 10207227 PM 
Samadams@ci.portland.or.uso rleonard@ci.portland.or.us, Amanda@ci.portland.or.us, Tn. 
Nick@ci.portland.or.uso dsaltzman@ci.portland.or.us 

Dear Mr. Mayor Sam Adams and Portland City Council Commissioner Members 
Randy Leonard, Amanda Fñtz, Nick Fish, and Dan Saltzman: 

As a Portland community member, I am asking for your support in 
renaming the 39th Avenue as Cesar E. ChavezAvenue. I have been part 
of the Portland communþ for more than 45 years an one of the faculty 
members of Colegio Cesar Chavez in Mount Angel. I have the honor of 
meeting him when he came to Oregon. 

A visible street named in honor of Cesar 8.. Chavezwould not only pay 
tribute to the work of the late activist but will also be a tangible 
symbol to the broader community that Portland values its diversity and 
recognized the contributions of the Latino community. 

Cesar E. Chavez,the renown farmworker labor leader who gave his life 
to advocate for poor farmworkers taking up such causes as the right to 
union otganize, fair wages, improved living conditions, environmental 
justice and more. He gave his life to help improve the lives of others. 
His legacy of non-violence, humility, persistence and generosity 
should serve as an example that thrives within each one of us and 
within our communities 

The naming of a street is part of a greater vision to recogni ze the 
achievements of Latinos in our community, educate the public of the 
contributions, and encourage community service, activism, and service 
in the name of Cesar E. Chavez. Support the renaming of 39th Ave to 
Cesar E. Chavez 

Thank you so much for your support 

Maria Alanis Ruiz 
503-317-7290 

http:llnetmail.verizon.net/webmail/driver?nimlet:deggetemail&fn:INBOX&page:l&degMid:37. .. 612112009 
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Testimony presented to Portland City Council, June 23d,2009,regarding the renaming of 39th St. to Cesar E. 

Chavez Boulevard. 

The following Resolution was proposed and passed unanimously (with one abstention) at the May 26th,2009 

Laurelhurst Neighborhood Association General Membership Meeting: 

ú6The Laurelhurst Neighborhood Association finds that 39th Avenue is historically significant in its own 
-City

right and opposes the Council renaming 39th Avenue." 

Issues noted during discussion at the general membership meeting against renaming: 

1. Renaming Process - 'orailroading", unfair focus on "streets only" policy 
2. Negative impacts on business. 
3. Policy is NOT representative of the city. 
4. "significant in its own right", never was defined during the process. 

5. 39th has historic significance and presence, i.e., Coe Circle and Joan d'Arc statue. 

6. Minimum $200,000 impact on city budget, probably more before fully implemented 

7. Respondents to City Auditor poll along 39th strongly oppose. 

8. 39th is a key navigational marker 
9. There is a historic, as well as practical significance of the "grid" street numbering system. 

10. No relation of 39th to Cesar Chavez. 
11. Not in best interest of the city, and will divide Portland further. 

NOTE: A continual theme mentioned numerous times during the meeting was seemingly universal support for 
the city to recognize Cesar E. Chavez in some very significant way other than renaming a street. 

Attached to this document is a copy of an email invitation extended by then President MJ Coe of the 

Laurelhurst Neighborhood Assn., to the co-chairs of the Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard Committee asking them to 
attend a Laurelhurst Neighborhood Assn. General membership meeting on May 26th,2009 to address the 

community's questions ãnd concerns regarding the 39th Street renaming issue. Their reply is highlighted toward 
the top of the page. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

tli' I (l( 

MJ Coe 
Immediate Past President 
Laurelhurst Neighborhood Association 
Jwte23,2009 



Re: Invitation to Cezar Chavez Boulevard Committee to speak to Lau.., mailbox :///C l/Documents%020 andYo2}Settings/mj /App lication%o2lDa... 

Subject: Re: Invitation to Cezar Chavez Boulevard Committee to speak to Laurelhurst Neighborhood Assn
 

From: Kathy&Jose <elcochito2l @v erizon.net>
 

Date: Wed, 20 May 2009 17:59:56 -0500 (CDT)
 

To: mj@mjsunderground.net
 

CCI guembes@yahoo.com, cmontesl@pps.kl2.or.us, doretta@doretta.com, lachapis3830@yahoo.com
 

available. 

May 19, 2009 It:17:15 PM, m j @m j s unde r ground, ¡¡e ! <ma i ltoj_Sj_@m j s unde rqround' n 
wrote: 

MJ Coe
 
President, Laurelhurst Neighborhood Assn.
 
43 NE Meikle Place
 
Portland, OR 97213
 

503-233-191 1 

To: Cesar Chavez Boulevard Committee
 
Co-Chairs Guembes and Romero
 

Dear Marta Guembes and Jose Romero: 

My name is M,J Coe, and I am the President of the Laurelhurst Neighborhood 
Assoc j-ation. T, and 
the LNA Board of Directors woul-d fike to extend an invitation to your 
committee to join us at 
our next bi-monthly general membership meeting to discuss the renaming of 
39th St. to Cesar 
Chavez Boulevard. !'Ie felt it was important that we have a representative 
from your committee 
that would help to further i-nform our neighborhood on the issue. 

Our neighborhood has shown great interest in the renaming process. As you 
know, 39t.h St. is a 
major thoroughfare that splits our neighborhood in half, and will effect 
many of our members. 
Irle feel this is a great opportunity for you to share your perspective, and 
address some of the 
concerns thaL have been expressed by our members. 

Our next. birnonthty general membership meeting is scheduled for Tues, May 
26Lh, 7 p.m. at All 
Saints Church cafeteria. I will- be happy to give you more detai.l-s and 
dj-rections pending your
reply. 

I apologize for the l-ateness of this invitation, but we truJ-y hope that your 
organization can 
be represented, and speak about the issue to our community. I look forward 
to a favorable repIy. 

Kj-nd Regards, 

MJ Coe
 
President, Laurelhurst Neighborhood Assn.
 
503-233-1911
 

I of2 
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First let me congratulate Senora Guembes and her committee for educating all of us as to what Senor 
Chavez accomplished in his lifetime - if that has been your target you have succeeded admirably, while 
adhering to all the legalities required with regard to re-naming a Portland Street. 

I would like to ask some questions of all of you -- Does ânyone remember that I-5 was originally called 

'The Baldock tr'reeway' or that I-84 was once known as 'The Banfield Freeway' or that the Herbert 
Hoover Highway is the way to the coast. Do many grade school children, or adults for that matter, 
know who John Charles Fremont was (the Bridge and the Street were named for him); how about 
\ililliam Overton, Asa Lovejoy, Francis Pettygrove or John Heard Couch or Rodney Glisan - (whose 

names are consistently mispronounced). These are just a few of the Pioneers who settled Portland and 
whose history and accomplishments have been lost over the years. 

Does anyone remember who John L. Lewis was (he saved the miners from their slavery in the mines); 
or who Walter Reuther was (he orchestrated the auto unions to work for the benefit of the workers) - I 
don't think there are very many people who could identify any of these men, or the names of the men 
and women who saved children and immigrants from slaving in sweat shops. 

For that matter, how many people know that 39th Avenue was once known as Thaxter Avenue before 
the 1920 Council decision to change all North/South Avenues to sequentially numbered Avenues. And 
who is to say that some future Council will decide to revert to the simplicity of sequentially numbered 
Avenues, thus eliminating the name Chavez from Portland history. 

I use all the above to illustrate just how fleeting fame is no matter what the accomplishment of their 
namesakes. There is another question I would like to ask Senora Guembes and her Committee - why 
are you so inflexible and adamant that a street name be used to honor Senor Chavez. 

Why not a fountain or a statue in a section of the Rose Garden; or the Rhododendron Gardens or any 
Portland Park Garden, where thousands of people stroll, all of whom would take the time to read about 
him as they do about Beverly Cleary in Grant Park; or an obelisk in the downtown Portland Mall; or a 

Square with the Mexican and American Flag and a plaque detailing Senor Chavezn biography and his 
accomplishments; or the name of a Park; a Garden; a Market; a Bridge all so much rnore permanent. 

We have lived on N.E.39th for almost 50 years and have great pride in our street even though the 
Oregonian claims that 39th Avenue is oinsignificant' -- Rossmere, of which we are a pnrt, was a Land 
Grant given to one John Quinn in 1866 by President Andrew Johnson. and there is a lot of history 
connected to all the street names --Brazee, Thompson, Hancock etc. for those who want to take the 
time to research it - is anyone even aware of this bit of history? 

Most of the Hispanic people I have talked to about this street name change have responded with a 

shrug and say they don't care one way or another - acting embarrassed by the controversy that has 
arisen. Senora Guembes' with your organizational talent you could easily gather a group who would 
work together to achieve the erection of a statue, a fountain or an obelisk, or any of the suggestions that 
have been offered, and ltm sure there are many in the Anglo community who would also support this 
effort, thus relieving the City of the expense in this period of recession. 

To the Council, I strongly urge you to consider all the options that have been placed before you rather 
than spending our tax dollars that are so badly needed for the Portland Public School System, the 
Police Department and other City Departments - all the while adding to this unnecessary controversy 
and building more resentment towards theLatino community.

il/f/G ê'4/r) 
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Prepared Statement of Eric Fruits, Ph.D. 

before 

Portland City Council 

Agenda Item 860-2:
 
Authorize the Renaming of 39th Avenue
 

Within the City of Portland to César E. ChixezBoulevard
 

June 23,2009 

Mayor Adams and City Commissioners: 

My name is Dr. Eric Fruits and I oppose renaming Historic 39th 
Avenue. 

I am an economist and a Portland business owner. 

with more than I in 8 people in Portland unemployed, now is the 
absolute worst time to needlessly heap additional costs on the City's 
struggling homeowners and businesses. 

To many, this street renaming will bring financial pain with no fînancial 
gain. [n fact, no one has identified a single business that will be better 
off if Historic 39th Avenue is renamed. 

In addition to being an economist, I am the President of the Laurelhurst 
Neighborhood Association which has joined many other neighborhoods 
in opposition to renaming Historic 39th Avenue. 

Many of us are offended that we must justify our opposition to renaming 
the street we identiSu with. Why must we justi$z our opposition to 
something that clearly benefits others at our expense? 



At the same time, proponents have not answered the key question: Why 
is renaming Historic 39th Avenue the only acceptable way to honor 
Mr. Chávez? 

Our opposition has grown stronger in the face of flawed laws and a 
flawed process that seems designed to produce a pre-determined 
outcome. 

These flaws are well known and well documented, so I will only 
highlight a few of them. 

Every panel at every step of the process has acknowledged flaws in 
the City Code and the process itself. 

The application with 3 candidate streets for renaming was an 
obvious attempt to pit street against street and divert attention 
away from any single street. 

' 	Not a single signature on the petitions was verified to determine 
whether the person named on the petition actually signed the 
petition. 

. 	The Historian Panel was stacked with members who admitted 
themselves that they are not "achual historians." 

. Both the Historian Panel and the Planning Commission through 
out a key piece of City Code that forbids renaming significant 
streets. 

We have been told over and over that next time, the process will be 
better or more fair. But we are not living in next time. Justice delayed is 
justice denied. The costs imposed on households and businesses today 
will not be any lower because of promises that next time the process will 
be fair. 

Because of the many flaws at every step, what began as an effort to 
honor Mr. Chávez as a tireless peacemaker has turned into a divisive and 
sometimes ugly process. 

2 
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And it has turned ugly because of a lack of leadership and engagement. 
On countless occasions regular citizens and taxpayers have begged 
someone-anyone-to show leadership and craft a winning 
compromise. 

Even so, all along the City has hidden behind the shield it calls 
"process." 

When the process began, the Chíxez Committee said it was their priority 
to meet one-on-one with affected neighborhoods. It was such a priority, 
that the promise is printed in bold capital letters on their website. 

lnstead, they flat-out refused every invitation and every good faith effort 
to join together in a winning compromise. The worst of it came when the 
Committee voted unanimously not to meet with anyone about finding an 
alternative to renaming Historic 39th Avenue. 

Now that we are here, I urge you to vote against renaming Historic 39th 
Avenue. 

I hope in the near future, the City will form a Committee to Honor Mr. 
Chiwez in an appropriate way that does not force homeowners, 
businesses, and taxpayers to incur the wasteful costs and burdens of a 
street renaming. 

Toward that goal of crafling a compromise, I would like to offer to the 
Chfwez Committee this one-of-a-kind portrait of Mr. Chëwez as a 
gesture of goodwill in hopes we can find a solution in which everyone 
wins. 

Thank you. 

ô
J 
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Dear Commissioner F ritz, 

Please do not change the name of 39th Avenue. It will hurt and disappoint many people. This is not 
what you should choose for your citizens. 

The majority of owners on 39th Avenue have stated that they don't want their street changed. I have 
talked with many of them. Their reasons vary, but whatever the reason, their feelings should be 
honored. 

As for myself last summer, after extensive consideration of other properties my husband and I bought a 
building to house his business. We chose the one we did in large part because of its location on 39fr 
Avenue. We both work very hard and will be paying off our building for a long time and we don't want 
to have that be any harder than it needs to be. 

Proponents of changing the name of the street made light of this issue at one of the hearings, by saying, 
it's only buying some ne\¡/ business cards. This is a gross oversimplification of the costs and the 
potential loss of business due to loss of location identity that we and all owners on 39ù Avenue will 
bear. 

There have been repeated accusations that all who oppose the renaming of 39th Avenue are racist. This 
generalization is untrue and unfair. The accusers know nothing about me for example. They don't 
know anything about people that I have hired and promoted at the large, local, public educational 
institution where I work. They don't know with whom I worship and celebrate and perform community 
service. Please don't succumb to an emotional appeal based on erroneous charges. 

I arn very familiar with Mr. Chavezand his extraordinary legacy. I understand why people would be 
passionate aboqt wanting more people to know of this legacy. I do not, however, believe that changing 
the name of 39th Avenue is the 6estway to accomplish this. 

A member of the Planning Commission said something along the lines of "sacrifices will have to be 
made" for the Cesar Chavez Blvd. Committee to achieve their desired result. WHY?? Why must the 
residents and businesses on 39th Avenue have to suffer? This is not a life or death situationlike 
straightening out a road to reduce fatalities and there is only one course available. This is about teaching 
people about a saintly man who would want his supporters to model his behavior. A compromise -
choosing an alternative naming opportunity (a park, a bridge, a school) -- would be more in line with 
Mr. Chavez's philosophy and could provide a better educational opportunity similar to the recently 
opened Walk of the Heroines located at Portland State. 

Please do support an alternative option to teach people about Cesar Chavezin a way that is a wir/win. 
Do not rename 39tn Avenue. Thank you. 

Gayle Schneider 
4316 NE 49th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 
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l\fay 8,2009 

Honorable Sam Ådams, I\{ayor 
Honorable Nick Fish, Commissioner 
Ho¡otable .¿\manda Fritz, Commissioner 
Honorable Randy Leonatd, Commissioner 
Honorable Dan Saltzman, Commissioner 
City of Portland 
7227 SW 4th,tvenue 
Portland, Orcgon972A4 

Re: 	 Renaming 39rh Avenue as "Cesat E. Chavez Boulevatd" 

Dear lvlayorÀdams & City Commissioners: 

On behalf of Basic Rights Oregon, an âdvocacy, educational and political organlzation dedicated to ending 
discrlninati,on b¿sed on sexual odentâtioû and gender idenúty, I vrite to support cornmunity efforts to ¡ename 39ú 
Ävenue as t'Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard." 

Às founder of the United Farmworkers Union (UFW), one of our countt's leading labor orgaaizations, Cesa¡ E. 
Chavez championed the cause of equality for L¿tinos and ìnspired generations ¡¡¡ith his courage. Chavez was also the 
fust major civit dghts leader to snpport gay and lesbian issues, speaking out on behalf oflesbiao, gay, bisexual and 
transgendet ÉGBÐ people in the 1970s. In 1987 he was a keynote speaker at the National lVarch for Gay & Iæsbian 
Rights in llashington, DC, where he said, "Out movement has been supporting lesbian aîd g y tþhts for over 20 yeats, 

We suppotted lesbian and gay rights when it was just a crowd of 10 people." 

Chavez also said, "The love for iustice that is in us is not only the best part of our being, but it is also the most true to 
our nature," Ttis confidenç in the ability of people to overcome injustice endures toda¡ even as we face those i¡ out 
comnrunity who matginalize immigrants, deprive tllem of due process, and deny tlem equal opportunity. By honoring 
Cesar E. Chavez in this way, the City of Pordand will be sending a rnessâge that this is a community of justice and 

inclusion, not exclusion and intolerance. 

To the 1 1olo of Oregon's population who are Latino, Chavez is a symbol of their sruggle for justice. Currend¡ thete are 

no public monumeflts to Arnedcan Latino leaders in Portlend. It is time to ranedy this inequity. 

Basic Rights Oregon strongly encoruâges you to support and pass a tesolution renaming 39ù ,{venue as "Cesat E, 
Chavez Boulevard." 

*t:,il,i,i';ä'' 
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JeanaFrazzini ... ..r-'' 
.."
..' 

Executive Ditector i 

Ccr	 N{atta Guembes 

Jose Romero 
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.|þ,S.I]MONY ON S'|IU.]E:I IìIìNAMING
 
CT'IY COUNCIT, MLlE'fING 6123IIJg
 

Dear Mayor Adams and City Council Cotnmissiouet's: 

EduLcational, ecoilomic, ancl soÇial researciì incljcatc lung-standiuq historical dispalitics iu
 
e.<perienoe, ¿loÇcss, ancl outconres âcross racial groups rvìth the clonlinant Whitc cullurc as racially
 
adr'¿rntaged and Ciommurrities cll' Color as racially disadvantagcd.
 

Thìs sLrpports lhc làct that racc pcrrrreatcs cvcryday cxpcïicnoes (i,vith or withoLrt consciotrsncss of
 
jt); Wc takc lbr grantccl lhal race impac,ts ¿ìoocss ancl cquity. Or in anothcr wolds, whal makes lil''c,
 

li''.,ablc. Molcovcr, powcr', historically, has beeu rootcd in r¿tce. Pclr.vct clelcrmíncs policy, thc rulcs ol.
 

cngzrgenrcnt. Anothcr qualì{Ìer o{' 1i fb.
 

'llhe stlcet naming issue is not a case clf clash of values as the iocal newspapcr reported r'ecantly but
 
r¿rthe l a casc shifting the structures of powet.
 

'I'oclay, yLlu must consider these stluctnres and cease trom solely investing in Whiteness as the
 
presnmably neutral ancl/or assinilated huuran experience anct acl<nowleclge the voìces of clifferencc.
 
'l'lrrougLrout tlris process, yo$ have hcarcl exan4rles char¿rcterizing what it nroans to be Wlritc ancl
 

what it lrearìs not tu be Whitc irr this Cily.
 

This action rvill ínconvcniçncc thosc who have knou'ingly or unknowingiy bcnc{rtcd fìtnr a systcnl 
o{'Whitc privilcgc. Litcrally and philosophically. Sooial justicc is ír-rconvcuicnt. S<¡cial juslicc is 
irlso rcs¡lonsibilily fbr the Cornrrron Good. V/e have lrrclol'o1 this rn our history. 

My hopc fiom this expcriencc is that wc rvill cnte r into morc authentic clialogue . A clialoguc i,vhicli 
lvould allow us to ex¿rmine ancl undet'stancl clif ferences in expet'ience aloug the Colclr Line outsicle 
the corfines of indivrdual lacial prcjnclice or bias. 'I'he key is beìng r,r'illing to rccognize the 
inrpoltant cluestion: "What ate wc doing everyclay in orcler to support a socially-just socicty'? 

Moving towards a just society is the right thing to clo, Portland. Creating safe anci affìrming 
ellr,ironrlrçnts 'f'or everyone is our balance clue to tuture geueraticlns. I affirnl the llame chatrge from 
39th Avenue to Cesar Chavcz Blvcl. 

'llhanl< yorL, 

Patricia lvlartin 
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June 22,2009 

Mayor Sam Adams 
City of Portland 
1201- SW Fourth Ave. 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Mayor Adams, 

I am writing in support of the street name change - changing 39th Avenue to Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard. 

To honor a man who gave his life to help improve the lives of others would send a clear message to the 

greater community that Portland is truly committed to becoming an inclusive and welcoming city to all 

people. Mr. Chavez demonstrated the qualÌties of a man who stood for non-violence, persistence and 

generosity, a man who devoted his life to secure rights for fair wages and improved living conditions for 
all people in the farm worker industry. 

Changing the name of 39th Avenue to Cesar E. Chavez Blvd will show how Portland recognizes that the 

Latino population is growing quickly each and every year, and it is important to honor community 

leaders that represent all of the people of Oregon. Mr. Chavez advocated not only for the rights of the 

Latino community, but for the rights of everybody. As a native Oregonian, it is important to me that we 

honorthose who have made a true difference in our lives and who serve as a role modelfor allof us. 

Thank you in advance for your advocacy on this subject and for your consideration and support of this 

project. 

Sincerely, 

Juah Martinez 
Basic Rights Oregon 
Development Director 
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Portland City Council
 
June 23t 2OOg
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Good evening Mayor Adams and City Commissioners, Thank you for the opportunity to 
testify before you on this important issue. My name is Jeana Frazzini, and I serve as the 
Executive Director for Basic Rights Oregon. Basic Rights Oregon is the statewide advocacy 
organization for the gay, transgender and allied community. We represent tens of 
thousands of Oregonians from every corner of this state. 

Portland is a city that prides itself on being a champion of justice and equality and a leader 
for reform in those areas, A prominent street named for Cesar Chavez honors the life and 
contributions of an advocate and leader dedicated to these values, 

As founder of the United Farm Workers Union (UFW), one of our country's leading labor 
organizations, Cesar E, Chavez championed the cause of equality for immigrant 
farmworkers and inspired generations with his courage. Chavez was also the first major civil 
rights leader to actively support gay and lesbian issues, speaking out on behalf of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in the 1970s. 

The legacy of Cesar Chavez endures today, When his granddaughter, Christine Chavez, 
joined Basic Rights Oregon for our 2007 Day of Action she made it clear that the LGBT and 
immigrant communities share a common goal: ensuring that no one lives under laws that 
say they are less human, 

We must face those in our community who marginalize immigrants, deprive them of due 
process, and deny them equal opportunity, To the 11olo of Oregon's population who are 
Latino, Chavez is a symbol of their struggle for justice, To every other Oregonian, he is a 
symbol of courage and commitment to the dignity of all people. Currently, there are no 
public monuments to American Latino leaders in Portland, It is time to remedy this inequity. 

We all benefit when we see our community reflected positively in public spaces - whether it 
is a prominent street named for a Latino leader, a film heralding the contributions of a gay 
elected official, or a statue honoring leaders of the civil rights movement, 

As a member of Portland's LGBT community and an ally to all who struggle for visibility and 
acceptance, for dignity, and for an honored place at the community table, I am proud to 
urge your support for renaming 39th Avenue as "Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard," By honoring 
Chavez in this way, the City of Portland will be sending a message that this is a community 
of justice and inclusion, not exclusion and intolerance. 

Thank You, 
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proposed new Willamette River Bridge, is a much better way to honor the memory of Cesar E. Chavez 
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We, the undersigned, oppose the re-naming of 39ú Avenue in Portland, Oregon. We believe a new project, such as the
 

proposed tt"* Willu-"tt Ri r.t Bridge, is a much better way to honor the memory of Cesar E. Chavez
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We, the undersigned, oppose the re-naming of 39th Avenue in Portland, Oregon. We believe a new project, such as the 

proposed new'Willamette River Bridge, is a much better way to honor the memory of Cesar E. Chavez 
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