ORDINANCE No. 182433
* Authorize a grant to Lewis & Clark Law School Small Business Legal Clinic to support transactional legal services to small and emerging businesses in the Portland area, with a primary focus on businesses owned by women, minorities and recent immigrants (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds that:

1.
Since opening its doors in September 2006, the SBLC has assisted 178 small businesses on over 442 separate legal matters. Women, minorities, or recent immigrants own 72.4% of those businesses. Further, 36.51% of the SBLC’s clients live in “distressed areas,” as defined by the Oregon Economic & Community Development Department.
2.
The SBLC works closely with other small business service providers to help complete the circle of support to new and emerging businesses. Together, the SBLC and small business centers provide the support businesses need to succeed.
3.
The SBLC provides services including Business Financing, Contract Review and Drafting, Debt Problems, Employment Counseling, Entity Selection and Formation, Intellectual Property, and Regulatory Compliance.
4.
The financial support from the City of Portland educates future lawyers.  Working under the guidance of an experienced Clinical Law Professor, upper division law students ("interns") represent small and emerging businesses in business transactional matters. The interns handle the majority of the client's work, learning how to interview and counsel clients, draft and negotiate contracts, and how to manage a law practice.
5.
The Council previously approved funding of a grant to the Small Business Legal Clinic. as part of 2008-09 City of Portland Budget.  Ordinance No. 181980.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 
a. The Commissioner of Public Affairs is hereby authorized to execute a grant agreement for $80,000 in one-time funds with SBLC substantially in conformance with the agreement attached as Exhibit A to the original of this ordinance.
b. The Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to draw and deliver warrants chargeable to the General Fund when demand is presented and approved by the proper authority.

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because any delay in providing grant funding to SBLC to expeditiously proceed with increasing its service capacities would harm the public interest; therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by Council.
	Passed by the Council: December 24, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter
Colin McCormack: cm
December 16, 2008
	Gary Blackmer

Auditor of the City of Portland


By: /s/ Emily Matasar
Deputy
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