
Watershed 
Management in 

Portland



Watershed Health Goals

• Stream flow 
and hydrology

• Physical 
habitat

• Water quality
• Biological 

communities



The Watershed Plan 
provides context for      
other City programs

Parks natural area acquisition and management 
programs support Management Plan goals

Bureau of Planning habitat inventories and 
environmental zoning inform and 
guide Watershed Plan strategies

• Plan strategies rely on 
natural area acquisition, 
management and 
protection through zoning

• The plan integrates 
baseline information from 
other bureaus

• The City’s Natural 
Resource Team (NRT) 
functions as a multi-
bureau advisory and 
coordination group



Moving our work out of Silos





• Stephens Creek 
• Improvement 

Strategies



SW Texas

Mouth of 
Stephens 

Creek

Burlingame 
Trunk Line



SW Texas and 28th Ave looking east



SW Texas Project Area and wetland property acquisition



Burlingame Trunk Sanitary line exposed with channel erosion



Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife rated the mouth of Stephens Creek among 
the most valuable habitat areas in the City.

Stephens Creek/Willamette Confluence



How the Watershed Plan was 
Constructed

• Watershed Science Advisory 
Group, est. 2/04
– Tribes, Feds, State, local 

gov’ts., Watershed 
Councils, Industry, 
Advocacy Groups, Other 
City Bureaus

• Stormwater Advisory Group
• City Bureau Directors, 

Council and Mayor



Watershed Improvement Strategies

• Stormwater Management
– Vegetated swales
– Ecoroofs
– Ponds

• Revegetation
– Removal of Invasives
– Plant trees and other vegetative 

cover
• Protection and Policy

– Manage erosion and pollutant 
discharge

– Manage stormwater in new and 
redevelopment projects

– Manage pollutant discharges
– Protect sites with high watershed 

value

• Aquatic and Terrestrial Enhancement
– Restore river and stream beds
– Restore River Channels

• Operation and Maintenance
– Maintain City infrastructure and 

facilities to enhance watershed 
health

– Reduce non-stormwater discharges
– Maintain and repair sewer system

• Education, Involvement, and 
Stewardship

– Help City employees understand 
impacts of their work on watershed 
health

– Show Portland residents and 
businesses how they can promote 
healthy watersheds

– Increase community interest in 
volunteer activities that promote 
watershed health







Watershed Plan 
Implementation Team – reports 

annually to Council
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