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The Watershed Councils’ Staff and Executive 
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The Lower Willamette

Large amount of impervious area = 

Large amount of unmanaged and 
untreated stormwater runoff

Exceeds State Water Quality Standards for 

Bacteria, temperature and dissolved 
oxygen



Columbia Slough

Oregon Water Quality Index = 
Very Poor

High temperatures, 
excessive algae growth, 
pesticides and metals in 
sediments



Inlet →

Outlet →

Fanno Creek

Creek Exceeds Water 
Quality standards for:

Phosphorous, 
temperature, 
dissolved oxygen 
and bacteria



Johnson Creek
Floods every 2 years

Oregon Water Quality Index = 
Very poor



Portland’s

Clean River Plan

TEN ACTIONS FOR TEN ACTIONS FOR 
SUCCESSSUCCESS

March 2000March 2000

1. Aggressively control combined 
sewer overflows

2. Plant trees,native vegetation and 
create buffers along streams

3. Reduce stormwater flow and 
pollutants reaching our streams

4. Upgrade Portland’s eastside 
sewer system

5. Control erosion from 
construction  and development



Portland’s

Clean River Plan

TEN ACTIONS FOR TEN ACTIONS FOR 
SUCCESSSUCCESS

March 2000March 2000

6. Increase pollution prevention 
and source control efforts

7. Education and stewardship

8. Floodplain restoration

9. Monitoring and watershed 
assessment

10. Coordination and partnership



The Solution –
Willamette SW 13th and 
Montgomery:
•Retrofit existing development 
•Manages stormwater 
•Improves WQ and protects 
infrastructure



The Solution – Columbia 
Slough Ramsey Lake Refugia
Project
•Salmonids are returning

•Enhanced habitat: fish, native 
turtles and amphibians

•Wetland restoration

Help me!



The Solution – Fanno/ Tryon 
SW Community Ctr, Parking Lot 
Stormwater Swale Retrofit:
• Recharges groundwater

•Filters and cools water

•Improves water quality

•Protects pipes by taking water off the 
system



Solution – Johnson Creek 
Brookside Wetland:
•Provides room for flooding

•Enhances fish and wildlife habitat

•Provides public open space and an 
Outdoor Classroom



••Plan provides a Plan provides a 
scientific foundation scientific foundation 
and sets our future and sets our future 
coursecourse

••Action orientedAction oriented

••Monitors progressMonitors progress


