RESOLUTION No.  36368
Establish Portland’s intent to become the first major U.S. city to be awarded Platinum bike-friendly status by the League of American Bicyclists  (Resolution)  

WHEREAS, the City of Portland’s goal is to “Develop a balanced, equitable, and efficient transportation system that provides a range of transportation choices, reinforces the livability of neighborhoods, supports a strong and diverse economy, reduces air, noise, and water pollution, and lessens reliance on the automobile while maintaining accessibility”; and 

WHEREAS, the 1996 Bicycle Master Plan’s goal is to “Make the bicycle an integral part of daily life in Portland, particularly for trips of less than five miles by implementing a bikeway network, providing end-of-trip facilities, improving bicycle/transit integration, encouraging bicycle use, and making bicycling safer”; and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has been consistently working towards realizing these goals and implementing the strategies for success outlined in the 1996 Bicycle Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of making the bicycle an integral part of daily life include healthier residents; reduced traffic congestion, parking demand, energy use, air pollution, and transportation costs; more efficient use of land and road space; and increased personal mobility and community livability; and

WHEREAS, obesity-related diseases are expected to overtake smoking induced diseases as the leading cause of death in the United States within the decade, and it is known that living a physically active lifestyle is an important way to prevent obesity, and the morbidity, mortality, and medical costs associated with obesity; and

WHEREAS, it was recently reported that the state of Oregon was the only state in the United States whose rate of obesity did not climb, attributed in part to the bicycling and general physical activity of Oregonians; and

WHEREAS, the problem of automobile traffic, gridlock, and congestion create conditions that tie up the movement of workers, consumers, goods, and services, and therefore generate significant economic inefficiencies, which cost Portland business and dampen activity in the city’s marketplace; and

WHEREAS, increasing the popularity of bicycling as a mode of personal travel will help decrease the number of cars on the road, reducing traffic congestion and the ever-increasing demands for automobile parking; and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland strives to be an environmentally conscientious and sustainable city, and unlike other modes of transportation, bicycling produces no pollution; and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland strives to curb global climate change through realizing reductions in its greenhouse gas emissions, and bicycles generate no such emissions; and

WHEREAS, bicycling contributes significant economic benefits to the City of Portland, including numerous bicycle-related businesses, major events such as the Bridge Pedal, nearly daily year-round bicycle rides and activities, tourism, development oriented around trails such as the Springwater Corridor, bicycle racing, and the attraction of new residents and families to Portland because of our bicycle-friendliness; and

WHEREAS, bicycle ridership in Portland has been steadily increasing, as evidenced by recent data showing over 10,000 trips per day on Portland’s four bicycle-friendly Willamette River bridges, a four-fold increase in the last decade; and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has multiple community partners in its Go Platinum effort, including the Bicycle Transportation Alliance, SHIFT, the Bicycle Advisory Committee, and others; and

WHEREAS, the American League of Bicyclists recognizes cities for their relative bicycle friendliness, based on a bronze, silver, gold, platinum system, and the City of Portland has twice been awarded a gold level designation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that with passage of this resolution, the Portland City Commission establishes its intent to become the first major American city to attain Platinum level bike-friendly status from the League of American Bicyclists; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council authorizes a review and update of Portland’s Bicycle Master Plan in its earnest effort to become the most bicycle-friendly major city in the United States; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council supports the generation of a report in February, 2006 by a task force of appropriate Portland Office of Transportation officials, Bicycle Advisory Committee members, and other community bicycle advocates, encompassing their recommendations on ways to encourage increased bicycling, improve the bicycling environment within the City of Portland, and make Portland the first major American to attain Platinum status.
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GARY BLACKMER








Auditor of the City of Portland








By  /S/ Susan Parsons
Deputy

Commissioner Sam Adams

Commissioner Dan Saltzman

Commissioner Erik Sten

Commissioner Randy Leonard

Mayor Tom Potter

Prepared by: Roland Chlapowski:slg

December 15, 2005
BACKING SHEET INFORMATION

AGENDA NO.  1599-2005 
ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION/COUNCIL DOCUMENT NO.  36368
	COMMISSIONERS VOTED AS FOLLOWS:

	
	YEAS
	NAYS

	ADAMS
	X
	

	LEONARD
	X
	

	SALTZMAN
	X
	

	STEN
	X
	

	POTTER
	X
	


1
1

