RESOLUTION No.  36142
Provide Retroactive Credits for Stormwater Discounts authorized by the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2000, Council adopted Resolution No. 35876, directing the reform of utility rates initiatives including the provision of stormwater discounts for ratepayers who maintain private stormwater management facilities; and 

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2000, Council adopted Ordinance No. 175160, establishing the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program, delaying its implementation due to difficulties with the City’s utility billing system and committing to consider retroactive stormwater credits once the discount program was implemented; and

WHEREAS, in April 2003, the Bureau of Environmental Services prepared a report to Council on retroactive stormwater credits, mailed notices to 4,700 interested ratepayers, published notices in local newspapers, posted information on City web pages, and conducted a public meeting to review alternative proposals and collect public comments; and 

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2003, Council conducted a public hearing to consider offering stormwater discounts retroactively once the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program is implemented; and 

WHEREAS, Council recognizes the interests of ratepayers who seek retroactive credits as compensation for the delayed implementation of the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program, and the interests of ratepayers who are concerned with rate increases required to pay for stormwater discounts and retroactive credits; and 

WHEREAS, Council finds it reasonable, equitable and affordable to offer retroactive credits to eligible ratepayers for a 12-month period preceding the start of the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program, calculated in the same manner as stormwater discounts, and available to ratepayers who apply for stormwater discounts within the first 12 months following the start of the program; and

WHEREAS, Council acknowledges that administration of retroactive credits, will be determined once the City selects a vendor for a new utility billing system, and has taken adequate time and care to determine the functional capabilities of the new system to support stormwater discounts and retroactive credits; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council directs the Bureau of Environmental Services to provide retroactive credits for a 12-month period preceding the start of the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program, calculate such credits in the same manner as stormwater discounts, and award such credits to eligible ratepayers who apply for stormwater discounts within the first 12 months following the start of the program.

Adopted by the Council:  June 04, 2003
    
 
    GARY BLACKMER
Auditor of the City of Portland

Prepared by:






By  /S/ Susan Parsons
Dan Vizzini, Environmental Services

May 21, 2003
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