ORDINANCE NO:  176166
*  Authorize agreement for acquisition of the Portland General Electric Company Property in Errol Heights, which is vacant land located in the Johnson Creek Watershed. (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:

1.
Portland General Electric Company, the owner has agreed to sell the 0.42 acre property  ("Property") which is located east of SE 45th Avenue and adjacent to the South of SE Umatilla Dr. in SE Portland, to the City of Portland ("City") for $88,750.  

2.
The property is commonly identified as Tract A, Block 41 of Errol Heights Subdivision, Tax Lot 300 on Assessor's Map 1S-1E-19CC and Tax Account R255307920 and more particularly described and shown on Exhibit A, attached to this Ordinance ("Property").  

3.
Portland Parks and Recreation ("Parks") has determined that significant open space, wildlife habitat and passive recreation benefits will occur as a result of the City's acceptance and management of this property and that this is in the public interest and for the general benefit and use of the people of the City of Portland. The Property is adjacent to other property owned by the City and managed by Parks.

4.
There are adequate monies available to fund the acquisition of this property.  The acquisition will be funded revenue from Park Systems Development Charges (SDC) or SDC bonded debt.  The acquisition is part of the SDC-CIP; a council approved park land acquisition program.


5.
The Director of Parks estimates that the on-going maintenance cost will be $500 per year. This O & M cost is not already included in the Parks 2001-02 budget, but ongoing funding capacity is available within the five year 0 & M set aside in the General Fund Forecast. 

NOW, THEREFORE, The Council directs that:

a.
The Commissioner of Public Utilities is authorized to execute all documents necessary to close the transaction once approved as to form by the City Attorney; 

b.
The Commissioner of Public Utilities shall direct the Parks to deposit $88,750 plus closing costs into an escrow account established for the purpose of acquisition of the Property; 

c.
The Director of Parks is directed to add the Property to the City's natural area park inventory and to manage the site in accordance with the Johnson Creek Restoration Plan; and,

d.
In accepting responsibility for this natural area, the Council acknowledges the need to fund the on-going maintenance costs estimated at $500 per year, and directs the Bureau of Financial Planning to transfer this ongoing funding allocation from the General Fund O & M set aside to the Parks target budget beginning in FY2002-03.  

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because the offer to sell this property is limited by time and delay would prevent the completion of the land acquisition, and because funds for purchase by the City are available now; therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage by Council.

Passed by the Council,  JAN 02 2002

GARY BLACKMER

Auditor of the City of Portland

By  /S/  Terry Reisz


                   Deputy

Commissioner Francesconi

Janet Wright                       

December 12, 2001
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