
Historic Resources Code Project: Concept Development Period 

Letters from Organizations 
 

During the public comment period, staff received letters from 2 organizations: 

• The Portland Coalition for Historic Resources 

• Portland for Everyone 

Both letters are reproduced verbatim on the pages that follow.  

 



$�3RVLWLRQ�3DSHU�E\�WKH�3RUWODQG�&RDOLWLRQ�IRU�+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFHV

0DUFK���������

7KH�3RUWODQG�&RDOLWLRQ�IRU�+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFHV�PHW�)HEUXDU\���������� DQG�DJDLQ�RQ�0DUFK����
����� WR�UHYLHZ�WKH�UHTXLUHG�FKDQJHV�WR�3RUWODQG�&LW\�&RGH�WR�EULQJ�WKH�&LW\�LQWR�FRPSOLDQFH�
ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�*RDO���5XOHV�DQG�WR�LPSOHPHQW�QHZ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�5XOHV �$�FRS\�RI�WKH�ILQDO�
*RDO���5XOHV�IRU�+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFH�3URWHFWLRQ�LV�DWWDFKHG�D�$SSHQGL[�$�RI�WKLV�GRFXPHQW����7KH�
&LW\�KDV�LVVXHG�VRPH�SUHOLPLQDU\�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�WKHLU�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�QHZ�5XOHV��EXW�3&+5�
EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKH�&LW\�PXVW�WDNH�VSHFLILF��FRQFUHWH�DFWLRQV�WR�DFKLHYH VXVWDLQDEOH�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�
SURWHFWLRQ RI�3RUWODQG¶V�LUUHSODFHDEOH�KLVWRULF�OHJDF\��FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�5XOHV���,W�LV�LQ�WKLV�
VSLULW�WKDW�ZH�SUHVHQW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SURSRVDOV�IRU�*RDO���LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�LQ�3RUWODQG�

6HFWLRQ��D�RI�WKH�5XOHV�UHTXLUHV D�PLQLPXP�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�KLVWRULF�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�DUH�OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�5HJLVWHU�RI�+LVWRULF�3ODFHV�DIWHU�WKH�HIIHFWLYH�GDWH�RI�WKH�5XOHV���7KDW�SURWHFWLRQ PXVW�EH�
D�GHPROLWLRQ�UHYLHZ WKURXJK�D�SXEOLF�KHDULQJ�SURFHVV��ZLWK VSHFLILHG�FULWHULD IRU�HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�
SURSRVHG�GHPROLWLRQ���7KLV�SURFHVV�PXVW�LQFOXGH WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�GHPROLWLRQ�GHQLDO���3&+5�
UHFRPPHQGV�

�� 7KH�VWUXFWXUH��SURFHVV��DQG�FULWHULD�IRU�D�7\SH�,9�'HPROLWLRQ�5HYLHZ�RI�D�SURWHFWHG�
KLVWRULF�UHVRXUFH�DV�FXUUHQWO\�GHILQHG�LQ�&LW\�&RGH�PHHW�RU�H[FHHG�WKH�*RDO���5XOH�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�VKRXOG�127�EH�FKDQJHG H[FHSW�WR�FODULI\�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�DQG�VFRSH�RI�
GHPROLWLRQ�DV�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�SRLQWV���DQG���EHORZ�

�� $�7\SH�,9�'HPROLWLRQ�5HYLHZ�VKRXOG�EH WULJJHUHG�E\�HLWKHU�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�D�
GHPROLWLRQ�SHUPLW�XQGHU�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�GHPROLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�&LW\�&RGH�25�E\�DQ�
DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�D�PDMRU�DOWHUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�H[FOXVLYH�RI�DOWHUDWLRQV�VSHFLILFDOO\�
H[HPSWHG LQ�FXUUHQW�&LW\�&RGH�VXFK�DV�VLGLQJ�UHSDLUV��UH�URRILQJ��JHQHUDO�UHSDLUV��DQG�
PDLQWHQDQFH� :H�H[SHFW�WKDW�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�'HYHORSPHQW�6HUYLFHV�ZRXOG�XQGHUWDNH�WR�
GHILQH D�SROLF\�IRU H[SOLFLW�FULWHULD�IRU�DOWHUDWLRQV�ZKLFK�WULJJHU�WKLV�W\SH�RI�UHYLHZ�

�� 'HPROLWLRQ�UHYLHZ��KRZHYHU�GHILQHG��PXVW�DSSO\�WR�DOO�FRQWULEXWLQJ�SURSHUWLHV�LQ�QHZO\�
GHVLJQDWHG�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFWV XQOHVV�DSSOLFDEOH�GLVWULFW�JXLGHOLQHV�VSHFLILFDOO\�H[HPSW�
DFFHVVRU\�VWUXFWXUHV�

6HFWLRQ��E�DOORZV�MXULVGLFWLRQV�WR�DSSO\�³DGGLWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV´��LQFOXGLQJ D�UHYLHZ�RI�
³PDMRU�H[WHULRU�DOWHUDWLRQV´�DV�SURYLGHG�IRU XQGHU�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�³SURWHFWLRQ´ LQ�WKH�5XOHV�
+RZHYHU��VXFK�SURWHFWLRQV�PD\�RQO\�EH�DSSOLHG�WKURXJK�D�SURFHVV�WKDW�LQFOXGHV D�³SXEOLF�
KHDULQJ´�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�D�QXPEHU�RI�IDFWRUV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG� 3&+5�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�GHWDLOHG�+LVWRULF�



5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ��+55� JXLGHOLQHV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�ORQJ�WHUP�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�KLVWRULF�UHVRXUFHV��
EXW�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�VXFK�JXLGHOLQHV��DQ�LQWHULP�VWHS�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�WR�SURYLGH�SURWHFWLRQV�DV�
VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�DIWHU�KLVWRULF�GHVLJQDWLRQ� 7R�LPSOHPHQW�WKLV�QHZ�UHTXLUHPHQW ZLWKRXW�
LQRUGLQDWH�GHOD\�LQ�DSSO\LQJ�³DGGLWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQV´��3&+5�UHFRPPHQGV�

�� :LWKLQ����GD\V�RI�WKH�RIILFLDO�GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�HLWKHU�DQ�LQGLYLGXDOO\�OLVWHG�SURSHUW\�RU�D�
+LVWRULF�'LVWULFW��WKH�3RUWODQG�+LVWRULF�/DQGPDUNV�&RPPLVVLRQ�VKDOO FRQYHQH�D�KHDULQJ�
WR�FRQVLGHU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH +LVWRULF�5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ ODQJXDJH�LQ�FXUUHQW�FLW\�FRGH�
����������*� WR�WKH�QHZO\�GHVLJQDWHG�UHVRXUFH DV�DQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�HIIHFWLYH��EXW�LQWHULP��
+55�JXLGHOLQH���$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�KHDULQJ��RU�KHDULQJV���WKH�3+/&�VKRXOG�SUHSDUH�D�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ IURP�DPRQJ�WKHVH�FKRLFHV IRU�GHILQLQJ�WKH�LQWHULP JXLGHOLQH�

D� $FFHSW�����������*�DV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�WKH�UHVRXUFH�
E� $FFHSW�����������*�ZLWK�ZRUGLQJ�FKDQJHV�FXVWRPL]HG�WR�WKH�UHVRXUFH
F� 3URSRVH�QHZ�ODQJXDJH�WR�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�����������*�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�DFFRPSOLVK�WKH�

JRDOV�RI�³SURWHFWLRQ´�DV�GHILQHG�LQ�WKH�*RDO���UXOHV�
G� $FFHSW�����������*�XQGHU�D��WKURXJK�F��DERYH�DV�DQ�LQWHULP

�� 8SRQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�LWV�KHDULQJ��WKH�3+/&�ZRXOG�PDNH�D�IRUPDO�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�&LW\�
&RXQFLO�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�YRWH�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�SURSRVDO�RU�VHQG�LW�EDFN�WR�3+/&�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�
UHYLHZ�

�� :LWKLQ�QR�PRUH�WKDQ���\HDU�RI�WKH�RIILFLDO�GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�D�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFW��WKH�%XUHDX�
RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�PXVW�SURSRVH�WR WKH�3+/&�D�GHWDLOHG�GUDIW�RI�D�+LVWRULF�
5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ�*XLGHOLQH �ZLWK�LQSXWV��DV�DSSURSULDWH��IURP�QHLJKERUKRRG�
VWDNHKROGHUV����7KH�3+/&�ZRXOG�WKHQ�KDYH����GD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WR�FRQYHQH�D�KHDULQJ�RQ WKH
DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�+55�*XLGHOLQH�GRFXPHQW�WR�WKH�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFW��IROORZLQJ�WKH�VDPH�
SURFHVV�DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ����DQG����DERYH�IRU�DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�LQWHULP�JXLGHOLQHV�

�� 7KH�%XUHDX�RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�'HYHORSPHQW�6HUYLFHV�
ZRXOG�SURYLGH�VXIILFLHQW�DGGLWLRQDO�VWDII�UHVRXUFHV�WR�WKH�3+/&�WR�HQDEOH�WKHP�WR�
SHUIRUP�WKHVH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�LQ�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�DQG�WLPHO\�PDQQHU�

7R�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�3ODQ�IRU������DQG�WKH�QHZ�*RDO���5XOHV��LW�ZLOO�EH�
LPSHUDWLYH�WKDW�3RUWODQG�KDYH�FOHDUO\�DUWLFXODWHG�UXOHV�DQG�SROLFLHV�IRU�DSSO\LQJ�+LVWRULF�
5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ���:KLOH�����������*�SURYLGHV�D�UHDVRQDEOH�RYHU�DUFKLQJ�SROLF\�IUDPHZRUN��LW�
LV�LQDGHTXDWH�IRU�ORQJ�WHUP�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�+55�DQG�LQVXIILFLHQWO\�VSHFLILF�WR�SURYLGH�
PHDQLQJIXO�JXLGDQFH�WR�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV���$FFRUGLQJO\��3&+5�UHFRPPHQGV�

�� 7KH�&LW\�RI�3RUWODQG�ZLOO GUDIW D�FLW\�ZLGH�+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH
)UDPHZRUN�GRFXPHQW IRU�UHVLGHQWLDO�SURSHUWLHV�EXLOW�EHWZHHQ����� DQG������ D�3HULRG�RI�
6LJQLILFDQFH�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�HPEUDFH WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�FRQWULEXWLQJ�SURSHUWLHV�
LQ�H[LVWLQJ�DQG�SURSRVHG�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFWV���7KLV�GRFXPHQW ZLOO LQFOXGH�D�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�
UHYLHZ�RI DOWHUDWLRQV�WR�H[LVWLQJ�FRQWULEXWLQJ DQG�QRQ�FRQWULEXWLQJ SURSHUWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�
WKH�UHYLHZ�RI QHZ LQILOO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�



�� )XQGLQJ�IRU�WKLV�HIIRUW�VKRXOG�EH�SURYLGHG�E\�DOORFDWLQJ�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�
XQDOORFDWHG�IXQGV�LQ�WKH�%'6�EXGJHW���$OORFDWLRQ�RI�%'6�IXQGV�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�
MXVWLILHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�LPSURYHG�VSHFLILFLW\�DQG�FODULW\�RI�JXLGHOLQHV�LQ�SUHIHUHQFH�
WR�����������*�ZLOO�LPSURYH�%'6�SURFHVVHV�IRU�FRQGXFWLQJ�+55�DQG�VDYH�ERWK�WLPH�DQG�
VWDII�UHVRXUFHV�DFFRUGLQJO\�

�� 7KH�%XUHDX�RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�VKDOO DGPLQLVWHU�WKH�GUDIWLQJ�RI�WKLV�%DVH�
*XLGHOLQH�)UDPHZRUN GRFXPHQW�ZLWK�LQSXWV�IURP�DIIHFWHG�KLVWRULF�QHLJKERUKRRG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��ORFDO�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2UHJRQ¶V�+LVWRULF�
3UHVHUYDWLRQ�3URJUDP�VWXGHQWV��DQG�RWKHU�H[SHUWV�LQ�WKH�ILHOG DV�DSSURSULDWH���

�� ,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�EXGJHW�FRQVWUDLQWV�OLPLWLQJ�WKH�VFRSH�RU�FRYHUDJH�RI�WKH�JXLGHOLQHV�HIIRUW��
WKH�&LW\�ZLOO PDWFK�GROODU�IRU�GROODU�FRQWULEXWLRQV�E\��UG SDUWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�QHLJKERUKRRG�
DVVRFLDWLRQV�DQG�KLVWRULF�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��WR�DOORZ�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�WKH�REMHFWLYHV�
DV�GHILQHG�LQ����DERYH�

�� 7KH�+55�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH )UDPHZRUN GUDIW�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSOHWHG�QR ODWHU�WKDQ�WKH��QG

TXDUWHU�RI�������DQG�EH�UHDG\�IRU�DGRSWLRQ�DQG�UHYLHZ�E\�&LW\�&RXQFLO�E\��WK TXDUWHU��
�����

�� 8SRQ�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�+55�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH )UDPHZRUN��WKH�&LW\�ZLOO�UHTXLUH WKH�3+/&�
WR�FRQGXFW�D�KHDULQJ�WR�FRQVLGHU�DGRSWLQJ�WKHVH�%DVH�*XLGHOLQHV���8SRQ�ILQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�
*XLGHOLQHV�DIWHU�3+/&�UHYLHZ��WKH�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH )UDPHZRUN ZRXOG�EH�DSSURYHG�E\�
&LW\�&RXQFLO�

�� 6XEVHTXHQW�WR�WKH�DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH )UDPHZRUN��+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFH�5HYLHZ�
*XLGHOLQHV�DV�DGRSWHG�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFWV��LQFOXGLQJ�+LVWRULF�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
'LVWULFWV��ZRXOG�EH�WKH�%DVH�*XLGHOLQH )UDPHZRUN SOXV�D�'LVWULFW�VSHFLILF�VXSSOHPHQW�
DGGUHVVLQJ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�XQLTXH�WR�WKDW�'LVWULFW�

6HFWLRQ��K�(� RI�WKH�5XOHV�GHILQH�³2ZQHU´�IRU�³UHVRXUFHV�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�RZQHUV´��L�H��+LVWRULF�
'LVWULFWV��DV�D�VLPSOH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�RZQHUV���7KXV�QHZ�ORFDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�+LVWRULF�
'LVWULFWV�FDQ�FRPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�ZLWK�DSSURYDO�RI���������RI�WKH�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV���,Q�RWKHU�
SDUWV�RI�WKH�UXOH��³REMHFWLRQ´�E\�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�LV�VLPSO\�GHILQHG�DV�HQWHULQJ�D�VWDWHPHQW�RI�
REMHFWLRQ�RQ�³WKH�SXEOLF�UHFRUG´���7KXV�3&+5�UHFRPPHQGV�

�� 3RUWODQG�VKRXOG�DPHQG�LWV�FRGH�IRU�WKH�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DQG�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�ORFDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�
+LVWRULF�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�FRXQWLQJ�DV�VWDWHPHQWV�RI�DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�
'LVWULFW�DQ\�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�DQ�RZQHU�WKDW�PHHWV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

D� ,V�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�GXULQJ�WKH�³DSSURYDO�SHULRG´�DV�OLVWHG�LQ�SXEOLF�QRWLFHV
E� ,V�UHFHLYHG�LQ�DQ\�IRUP�DFFHSWDEOH�IRU�WHVWLPRQ\�DQG�FRPPHQW RQ�WKH�³SXEOLF�

UHFRUG´ RQ�DFWLRQV�E\�&LW\�&RXQFLO��LQFOXGLQJ�HPDLO�DQG�8�6��3RVWDO�GHOLYHU\�RI�
SDSHU�GRFXPHQWV

F� &RQWDLQV�WKH IXOO�QDPH�RI�WKH�SDUW\�DQG�WKH�DGGUHVV�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\�WKH\�RZQ�
G� 0DNHV�D�FOHDU�VWDWHPHQW�RI�DSSURYDO�RU�GLVDSSURYDO
H� ,GHQWLILHV�WKH�FDVH�RU�'LVWULFW�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�RZQHU�LV�H[SUHVVLQJ�DSSURYDO�RU�

GLVDSSURYDO



�� 3RUWODQG�ZLOO FUHDWH�D�QHZ�SURFHGXUH�IRU�³VHOI�QRPLQDWLRQ´�E\�D�JURXS�RI�SURSHUW\�
RZQHUV��D�QHLJKERUKRRG�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RU�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�GHVLJQDWH�D�+LVWRULF�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW��FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�FULWHULD�LQ�*RDO���5XOHV�DQG�&LW\�&RGH�

6HFWLRQ���UHTXLUHV�ORFDO�MXULVGLFWLRQV�WR�DGRSW�ODQG�XVH�UHJXODWLRQV�WR�SURWHFW�GHVLJQDWHG�KLVWRULF�
UHVRXUFHV���)XUWKHU��³SURWHFW´�KDV�EHHQ�H[SDQGHG�LQ�*RDO���WR�LQFOXGH�RSWLRQDO�UHYLHZ�RI�
GHPROLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�GHQLDO RI�GHPROLWLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�DSSOLFDEOH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�
GHPROLWLRQ�DV�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH�*RDO���5XOH����$FFRUGLQJO\�3&+5�UHFRPPHQGV�

�� 3RUWODQG�VKRXOG�DGRSW�DQ�DPHQGPHQW�WR�&LW\�&RGH�WR�DSSO\�7\SH�,9�'HPROLWLRQ�5HYLHZ�
WR�DOO�FRQWULEXWLQJ�SURSHUWLHV�LQ�ERWK�FXUUHQW�DQG�SURSRVHG�IXWXUH�+LVWRULF�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
'LVWULFWV��UHSODFLQJ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�����GD\�GHPROLWLRQ�GHOD\�SURYLVLRQ�

�� 7KH�WULJJHUV�IRU�7\SH�,9�5HYLHZV�RI�FRQWULEXWLQJ�SURSHUWLHV�LQ�+LVWRULF�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
'LVWULFWV�ZLOO�EH�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKRVH�IRU�VXFK�UHYLHZ�LQ�1DWLRQDO�5HJLVWHU�+LVWRULF�
'LVWULFWV�

�� 6LPLODU�UXOHV�IRU�7\SH�,9�5HYLHZV�VKDOO�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�LQGLYLGXDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�ORFDO�
³/DQGPDUNV´�DV�FXUUHQWO\�GHILQHG�LQ�&LW\�&RGH�

)RU�TXHVWLRQV�RU�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�WKLV�GRFXPHQW��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�WKH�3RUWODQG�&RDOLWLRQ�IRU�
+LVWRULF�5HVRXUFHV�WKURXJK�WKH�%RVFR�0LOOLJDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��,QF��$GYRFDF\�&RPPLWWHH��DW�����
���������RU�LQIR#YLVLWDKF�RUJ�



 
 

February 17, 2018 

  

Portland Bureau of Planning & Sustainability 

1900 SW 4th Ave. Suite 701 

Portland, OR 97204 

Attn: Historic Code Resources Project staff 

  

  

  

Dear Portland city staff and decision-makers, 

  

The organizations and individuals comprising Portland for Everyone are pleased to support the Historic 

Resources Code Project. Updating the city’s Historic Resource Inventory and reviving Local Historic 

Districts and Local Conservation Districts will give Portland a set of tools better equipped to preserve 

historic resources in a nuanced, thoughtful, and effective way.  

 

This wider range of historic preservation tools and strategies, with varied levels of protections and 

increased flexibility that reflects the unique characteristics of each distinct historic area or building, is long 

overdue. Portland (and Oregon) can better meet Goal 1 by also better meeting Goal 5. Strengthening 

transparent, local, public processes is a wonderful alternative to stringent protections that do not reflect 

local needs or conditions.  

 

The staff should determine whether the City’s historic preservation strategies will complement and 

support other critically important community goals, including climate change mitigation, access to transit, 

housing availability, affordability, equity, and desegregation.  

 

● The criteria to establish a framework for updating the City’s Historic Resources Inventory should  

take into account buildings and places of cultural significance to underrepresented peoples that 

have made Portland their home. 

 

● Allow a less onerous but still transparent, public process for establishing small historic districts 

with a high number of contributing structures (Peacock Lane) as compared to large districts 

and/or districts with a lesser number of contributing structures.  

 

● No net loss of capacity/ fair share contribution of new housing: To ensure every neighborhood 

contributes to the housing needs of all and complies with the Comprehensive  Plan,  if larger 

historic districts are established, mandate  criteria to ensure the neighborhood still provides its fair 

share of housing, rather than continue economic exclusion of lower- and moderate-income 

residents. Require historic districts over a certain size to cumulatively contribute as much new 

housing as their Comp Plan designation plans for. This could be accomplished through: up-

zoning non-contributing parcels within the district within ¼ mile of frequent transit, and within ½ 



mile of a LRT station, adding flexibility and capacity for adaptive reuse and internal conversion 

projects, eliminating any historic review design  restrictions on adding ADUs, eliminating 

maximum densities, and/or other measures.  

 

● Whenever possible, pursue flexibility in zoning and building code regulations that will make 

retrofitting and adaptive reuse of historic structures not only allowed, but also more feasible. 

These could include but are not limited to: eliminating parking minimums, eliminating minimum 

densities, expanded allowed uses, additional square footage, and flexibility for accessory 

structures on-site.   

 

● Create clear and objective standards on the  minimum requirements to initiate this historic district 

designation process, rather than relying on subjective interpretation (and often self-financing) of 

current (often wealthier) residents to determine the “unifying story” or “period of significance,” and 

justifying any given boundary.  

 

● Prioritize historic preservation that will enhance the public realm: If preservation is coupled with 

public access and/or public use of these historic spaces, those uses should be prioritized over 

solely conserving private property.  

 

Portland is in a declared housing crisis… but we did not get here overnight. Part of the solution is 

strengthening tenants rights, part of the solution is securing more funding for affordable housing, and part 

of the solution is allowing enough housing of many different kinds to be built in every neighborhood. We 

must not institute land use procedures that  result in “death by a thousand paper cuts.” We must not 

continue to chronically under-build if we are serious about housing our full community.  

  

The Portland for Everyone coalition will continue to support land use policy decisions that: 

 

●      Provide plenty of affordable and diverse housing options in all Portland neighborhoods 

●      Prioritize housing for historically and currently under-served populations 

●      Prioritize housing for humans over housing for cars 

●      Allow more people to live in areas with good access to transportation, parks, and services, and 

●      Create and maintain economically diverse neighborhoods. 

  

We look forward to watching the project progress, and weighing in at each step of the process. 

 

Thank you for your time, and for your work to house all Portland residents affordably, 

  

Madeline Kovacs 

Portland for Everyone 

www.portlandforeveryone.org 

  

1000 Friends of Oregon 

133 SW 2nd Ave., Suite 201 

Portland, OR 97204  

 

http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/20/not-in-your-backyard-cottages-in-law-apartments-and-the-predatory-delay-of-halas-adu-rules/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/20/not-in-your-backyard-cottages-in-law-apartments-and-the-predatory-delay-of-halas-adu-rules/
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