
Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201
More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 31463 Project Address: 3238 NE 20th Ave

Hearing Date: 4/12/23 Appellant Name: Dave Spitzer

Case No.: B-003 Appellant Phone: 503 335 9040

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Roza Malekzadeh

Project Type: residential Stories: 2 Occupancy: R-3 Construction Type: V-B

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No

Appeal Involves: Erection of a new structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 23-016760-RS

Plan Submitted Option: pdf   [File 1] Proposed use: adu

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section R302.3

Requires Requires eaves to be a minimum of 2' from the property line.

Code Modification or
Alternate Requested

We are requesting the new ADU to have fire rated eaves just 1' from the property line and to
maintain the existing non-rated eaves of the house 2' from the property line.

Proposed Design The existing house has very deep - 4' wide eaves. The existing eaves are approximately 20' above
grade.

We are building and ADU ontop of a garage (all new). We are in an historic district so using similar

eaves to existing is important. While the existing house is very large and has 4' deep eaves - the
new ADU structure is quite a bit smaller so 2' eaves are more appropriate.

We are also very tight on the site - as drawn our structure is only 15' wide - so loosing 1' for the
eaves is important to make the space functional.

Instead of having our eave for the ADU 2' from the imaginary property line - we'd like to be just 1'

but then install sprinkler heads at roughly 10' o.c. at the underside of the eaves were the two
structures abut.

Reason for alternative The site is very tight, architectural compatibility in this historic neighborhood is very important as
well. Providing (3) sprinkler heads at the underside of the ADU eaves (which is lower than the
main house eaves) will provide protection for both structures.

APPEAL DECISION

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/519984
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appeals/index.cfm?action=getfile&appeal_id=31463&file_id=39988


Proposed ADU with reduction in the minimum required West eave fire separation distance from two feet
to one foot with partial eave sprinkler protection: Granted provided 13D sprinklers are provided
throughout the ADU with one head in garage near side door and provided fire resistant treated sheathing
or Type X gyp sheathing is used beneath non-frt sheathing at West eave.

Appellant may contact John Butler (503 865-6427) or e-mail at John.Butler@portlandoregon.gov with
questions.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within
90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to
www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-6251 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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