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Telephone EMpire 5722 

AMUSEMENTS 
Largest Kiddieland 
18 Thrilling Rides 
Whirlwind Coaster 
New Sky Fighter 

Children's Day 
Each Wednesday 
Free Stage Show, 
2P.M. 

PICNICKING 
free Admission to Park 
4 Spacious Kitchenettes 
Huge Dance Pavilion 

ROLLER 
SKATING 
Northwest's Largest 
Roller Rink 
4 Skating Floors 
Mammoth Circular 
Main Floor 
West's Largest 
4-Manual Wurlllzer 
~lpe orian 

AMUSEMENT 

THE WHO, 

FAMILY 

PARK 
North of Sellwood Bridge 

April 6th., 1955 

• Portland 2, Oregon 

Mr. James H. Polhemus, Chairman 
Exposition-Recreation Commission 
623 Park Bail.ding 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Polhellllls: 

In accordance with the kind suggestion of Mr. Al 
Krieg, secretary of your cOllllission, may I respectfully 
submit my offer to negotiate with yourselves, the sale, 
in whole or in part, of the Oaks Park property consisting 
of 27.45 acres more or less and moorage adjacent to the 
Sellvood District within the City of Portland, Oregon for 
the purpose of locating thereon the proposed exposition
recreation center. 

In order that the record may be maintained, may I 
advise that it was my understanding with Mr. Krieg that 
if and when required, a valuation of this property for 
the purpose of fixing a purchase price therefor may be ob
tained through the usual method of arbitration {one arbit
rator to be .chosen by each of us and a third to be selected 
by them) which I believe to be the most equitable method 
yet devised and one that I trust will be satisfactory to 
your conmission. 

In.that I am not only willing and anxious to cooper
ate with you in any manner possible but would welcome the 
opportunity of so doing, I await your early advice and 
suggestions. 

Very truly yours, 

~4 l CWL? 
ROBERT E. BOLLINGER 

kh 

JOIN THE FUN IN '55-IT'S THE OAKS ..• 

MEMBER ROLLER SKATING 
RINK OPERATORS 

ASSOCIATION 
50 th Gf nniversarlJ 

MEMBER NAT'L ASSN. OF 
AMUSEMENTS PARKS, POOLS 

AND BEACHES 



tu!tJ TOI ExpodU eonat1on c.:.alNl.onuw 

illriac 

Du.riftg tbe t1ftt. ocar ... uan beta■• DefJtll' J:,w and Walt. s. ~ , 
,._1 ._ ot .._ IeJeed land ad GNYel --»wv, Kr. Na1.fflNd hid ln-
dlcaW t.o Tua.;, \bat. t.h• tot.al -...... !! Roa lelend vu .bo?&t JOO 
..,... ant\ VGQJd be ••1labla tar l,S00,000• 

rm '1aimnc ra., •• 1-, la tblU .tudl.M t~ that t.hl ■lie rd Boal 
lallnd U abolat * ..... , tberd'on, U, ... MON•l7 t.o .. t, a elarlft• 
oaW. ft'IIII JlaUMlld ~ , ... M t.o tbe qtu1 wm11, ,t land to 
• 1mluded ,- •i.sao.oao. 
Illa nDlo■ad lt\W eplainll t.be clar1tic6\.1"1 of tbs. ~ • 



COHMJNi,ltALTH1 INC 
14uitable Bldg. 
421 S. {J. 61xth 

Port.land., Oregon 

r. Jt.luen .Kri g, .Jecretary 
1.. a:posi tion-,(.ecreation Co llllisaion 
623 Park Duildin{: 
Portl.ar~, urc.gon 

Dear ls 

Ae you requested, ,ie had an additional conference 
v1ith Mr. ,alt1:;r n. i·~tlrhead, President of .1.1.oas Island .::.iand 
Gravel (..;ompany, Inc., on 1' riday t.ne 18th instant anc. found that 
everyth!nc contai.."1.E':d in our 1-efJOrt of .l< ebru.ary 2nd, 195;; i sub
stantially correct with the exceptivn of the irst i:;art 01 tli 
la st paragraph, w~lich should read s :toll:iws 

•This 100-ac,e portion of the Island is estimated 
to contain 1221000 yards or rnore oi' saleable 
material per acre at an in•pla.ce value of' some 
25¢ per 1m and tha.t, toget:ter with the estimated 
a.vera~• per acre la.rid .,.-rice ,-:;£ some {iil.4,000, in
dicates the seller's est:imc-.ted val.ue to be i4,l.6o,ooo. 
For this section, a.a lnriicated on 1iile attached Plat, 

r . 1,1uirhead has indicated ti1 .. d;, t,aey w:>u.l . coo~ate 
with the J:..X-fusitiun Commission by sellint;: at approxi• 
mate~ i,1.,00,000. I:t: this '\iype of plan were 
aeceptatle to the C01r.1nission ••••••••••••• 

We v-.1uld like to point out in addition that !{r. 
fluirhead is now Ve 1 emphatic abJUt not wantin to sell ,,n.tt L.is 
entire busines. 

•e trust that this cl...rifies tt1e question caused by 
the omiss ion on o~ purt of certain words in t teport a.a 1;..>crr 
set out. 

:JJhml 
j n 

/si[T!ed/ 
L'udley J on. s 
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• i .::; r: - ·r: r: , ~• ... auss1 oec:r 4;as-y 
fo 1 • - • • .:>rh , Boo tM".J 
2101 S.E. 29th A venue 
Portland., Or·ego 

D " Mi ss St · U.C3S: 

'e are in :t""Seeipt of yo :.. lEitter ex _,res ing -~ 
Hawthorn Bo sters f r o ' rd s.,,..__.·"'""". I ns itu 
the Ross I nd aks Par k area. 

.. Your lett e w'll be_ ca e th.6 at tention of t •.: ."':' ... c!;•;;. 1• 

Thank you for your in rest in t h-is mat r. 

I Sin-...ere .. ~ ·-
, 

-= 
.. 

I F. Kr i 
■ f -r:~ r etary-

AK/ jan 
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PRESIDENT 
G. Dwyer Wilson 
3537 S. E. Hawthorne 
EMpirc 0980 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Kenneth Hainsworth 
3755 S. E. Hawthorne 
VErmont 2161 

SECRETARY 
Escher Strauss 
2101 S. E. 29th Ave. 
EMpirc 1257 

TREASURER 
Carlo All_a 
2017 S. E. Hawthorne 
EMpire 1015 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Loren Cain 
4732 S. E. Hawthorne 
VErmonc 5981 
Virgil Campbell 
3805 S. E. Hawthorne 
Filmore 3859 
Wayne Dolson 
,3402 S. E. Hawthorne 
VErmonc 9477 
Ed McPhecter 
509 S. B. Hawthorne 
EMpire 1151 
Lloyd Barber 
-3610 S. E. Hawthorne 
VErmonc 2882 
Sam Porco 
3218 S. E. 21st 
EMpirc 9744 
Hy Jensen 
3508 S. E. Hawthorne 
Filmore 5273 
Nick Carlascio 
3746 S. E. Hawthorne 
VErmont 9595 
Dr. K. M. Swisher 
3709 S. E. Hawthorne 
EAsr 1748 

''Jl-awtho"tne J3oo3te"t3 '' 
Hawthorne Merchants Association, Inc. 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

February 25, 1955 

Mr. Alden Kreig 
Exposition Recreation Committee 
Park Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Kreig: 

MAR 3 

The Hawthorne Boosters, at their Board of Directors meeting, 
and their February regular meeting, discussed the locations 
for the Exposition and Recreation Center. 

We would like to add our voice to that of the Moreland 
Commercial Club and the Sellwood Business Club in urging 
that the Stanford Group investigate the Ross-Island-Oaks 
Park area, and present their findings along with their findings 
on the other locations under consideration. 

~ ~,___/ 
Esther Strauss 
Secretary 

, s 
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a. 

EU'OSI'l'ION• !iEORBA TION OO'AMISSION 

Fcbn1ary r ~, 1 ,,:S 

Estimated Oosta for cquioition on ---i t Pre}lQr t1on 

of 

Ros~ Ioland Area 

INl.l'I!ll. 

s IG'J.unci d rlcht 
P&i! tire • 1,5 ,ooo 

ac s t fill l2 ft d 

acre 

1,935,600 cu. ya. 

t 

Und .. and access 

oh thru Oolro 
r cmw~~ 

- 60 £t. width 

s 
avi ~ t r unk, lnterc.ls on 

) a. B1;.-:,m lines 

t:on 

:rcter 

Pnvin parkin nreas 

On 1to r a 

J'5 per cu. yd. 71,020 

lSOO - • ii. • ,),. 

6()1 r," , e JI 

20 . l .tt. l., 

220,000 

S.300 l1ni 1 :rt. l 9,125 
1142, 500 cu.yd. l,S~ 
7!>00 l:1ninl ft , 20. lS0,000 

J2~,ooo 

f),SJOOO 

J.05,000 

1 . 7_./sq.yd l.(9,JJOO 

180.,00 

9 . Fou.ru:lations mid • protection 

.-.co t o.f right- !- thru Oak& I' r arc; wld 60Utb to 
'h2.c ID troet l t inc uded. 
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EXPLANATION OF COSTS: 

ITEM l. See attached man.orandum 

ITEM 2 . The elevation of Ross Island ia based on a survey taken in 19.38 at which time 
contours were established. It has been established that the elevations are 
based on river guage readinr:;s (U.S. Engrs. Datum.) From the contour maps it 
appears that a high avera:;e of elevation is 20 feet. To provide safety from 
floods the island should be filled to the elevation of 32 ft. U.S. Engrs. Datum. 
Therefore., a minimum. fill of 12 feet W)Uld be required. 

The fill material available in this area is course gravel and heavy, which 
slows the movement of material. It is also extrenely hard on equipnent. 
Therefore, it is estimated that the cost of fill will run 4$¢ per cu.yd. 
This cost is based on the assumption that ample fill is avaiJable in the 
river ncu.rby'. 

ITEM 3. Th.is is the estimated cost of a steel bridge to vicinity of S.~. Me.Laughlin 
Blvd. to nhone ;:,treet to North end of Ross Island. It was thought at first 
a wood pile bridge would be more economical, but it was found that mainten
ance cost on a wood pile bridee is so great that over a period of to 
15 years the total cost of the wood pile bridge would approach that of a 
steel bridt,;e. 

The estimated cost for underpass and access is conservative anc the actual 
cost is apt to be somewhat higher de?ending on acquisition cost of 
property involved. 

ITEM 4. The 5300 linial feet :,f cause-way and 442,500 cu. yda. '.)f fill as set forth 
by the City Planning Commission appears reasonable but ap1-arent]y no cost 
has been included for su.rfacine. Distance from south enc of Ross Is1-n.d to 
Tacoma St. is about 7500 ft. to surface a 60 ft. roadway for 7300 ft~ 
\ •20.00 per llnial feet is :Y:150,000. 

Iffll !:;>. In1'ormation from Bureau of Sewaee l;isposal., City of Portland. Lstimates are 
rough based on sewer to handle about 15,000 people anc 1000 animals. 

Pump station L•ased on han ··ing pipe on east 
side bridge 

Sewer force main - fran .hoss Island to Mc
Laui,hlin Blvd.. 

Gravity trunk., approx. 6500 f't. 
to run length of Ross Island about 4000 ft. 
and frau McLaughlin 'Blvd. to S . i:, . 16th and 
Center ~t. about 2500 feet 

Laterals on Island 

Storm lines 

15.,000 

L,o,ooo 

20.,000 

50.,000 

210.,000 



IT&t 6. Information from Bureau of Uater iilorks 1 City of Portland. 
12" line from McLaughlin and 
12 "main running length of Ross Island 

ITEM 7. Used City Planning Commission Figures 

Ifi'M 8. Used City Planning Commission Figures 

ITEM 9. There will be some foundation problems because of fill. Also there is 
concern that the channeling 0f practical.q all the water during a 11igh 
spring freshet thr•Jugh the west channel some bank protection will be 
needed to keep it from ~ash:l.n~ away. 

Where grass and shrubs are to be planted, top soil will have to be brought 
on to ·i;he Is land. 
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Mr. James Polhemus, Chairman 
Recreation-Exposition Commission 
623 Park Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Polhemus: 

January 15, 1955 

It was with extreme pleasure that we read an announcement by the 
Portland Planning Commission last August that the Ross Island-Oaks Park 
site would be very suitable for Portland's recreation center, and in f'act, 
was the No. l site on the commission's list. Therefore, our disappointment 
was very keen when news reached us recently that this area has not been 
submitted in its entirety far study by the Stanford Research Institute. 

In a conference w.i. th Mr. Alden Krieg, executive secretary of the 
recreation commission, we learned that only Ross Island has been referred 
to the Stanford group for study. 

While we are all anxious that Portland get the very best possible 
site for the center, at the same time we sincerely feel that the Oaks Park 
area, even with the exclusion of Ross Island, has the most advantages of 
any suggested. 

Therefore, we take this means of requesting that the Oaks Park area, 
with or without Ross Island, receive the attention of the Stanford Research 
workers on a par with the investigation they have given other areas. 

If, after a thorough investigation, and the publicizing of the pros 
and cons of the competing sites, the Oaks Park area proves impractical, you 
may be assured of our continued support and co-operation. 

Carl Graf, President 
Moreland Comnsrci.al Club 
66Lt6 s. E. Milwaukie Avenue 

Dent Thomas, President 
Sellvood Bus:iness Club 
8028 S. E. 13th Avenue 

Leslie M. Taylor, President 
Westmoreland Community Club 
6805 S. E. Milwaukie Avenue 

Mrs. E. E. McCormick, President 
Sellwood Community Club 
1133 s. E. Mii..ler street 

cc Portland City Council 
City Planning Commission 

Very truly yours, 

L?IJ. ~ 

h(MgaJEk~~ 
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COMMl8810NEA8 

W. L. WILLIAMS. PRESIDENT The Port of Portland ~ 
L. H. HOFFMAN, VICE•PRHIDENT 
ROBERT H. ATKINSON, TREASURER 
PHILIP L. FIELDS. SECRETARY 
E,F.DOYLE 

P.O. Box 4099 • Portland 8, Oregon 

Swan Island 
EDWIN C, DWYER 
EDMUND HAYES 
CLYDKRAABlt 
FRANK M. WARREN. JR, 

OICNICRAL IIANAOIUI, JOHN J, WINN, JR. 

Mr. James H. Polhemus 
Electric Building 
Portland 5, Oregon 

Subject: Elevations on Ross Island 

Dear Jim: 

We are sending you herewith the only existing map we 
know of which covers the survey in November, 1948 of the 
mosquito breeding areas around Oaks Park and Ross Island. It 
gives a pretty fair indication of the elevations .on Ross Island. 
After you have looked at this for your own information, please 
return it as we have no source for another copy, or the tracing. 

If your engineers would wish to keep a copy, it would 
be quite all right for them to have it reproduced but, in any 
event, I will be in the rtdoghouse" until I turn this back to 
the drafting room. 

JPD:mw 
Encl. 1 

Very truly yours, 

THE PORT OF PORTLAND 

o✓-~ --?:--/f L ,. ~ 
/ ~ J.P. Doyle 

SEP 8 1954 


