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Exe cutive  Summary 
In Spring 20 25, the  City of Portland conve ne d a  Proje c t Advis ory Group to de ve lop 
re comme nda tions  for the  future  of the  Ve te rans  Me moria ls  a t the  Ve te rans  
Me moria l Colis e um (VMC). The  group dis cus s e d ke y e le me nts  of the  Me moria ls  and 
came  toge the r to provide  guidance  for the  City of Portland. In the  fina l me e ting the  
group vote d to approve  this  docume nt with e ight vote s  of approva l and one  
abs te ntion. Ta ble  1 s ummarize s  the  ke y re comme nda tions . 

Ta b le  1. Key Recommendations  from the  Ve te rans  Memorial Colis eum Renovation Memorials  Projec t 
Advis ory Group. 
 

Re c om m e nd a t ions  
1 Ma inta in and us e  the  e xis ting granite  honor roll pane ls  from 19 6 2 a nd 19 77 in a ny future  

me moria l de s ign, to re s pe c t the ir his toric  le gac ie s . 
2  Add name s  to both the  online  a nd phys ica l honor rolls  from milita ry ca s ua ltie s  in re ce nt 

conflic ts  us ing the  origina l c rite ria  (e .g., 15-mile  radius  from the  Ve te rans  Me moria l Colis e um, 
e xc luding Was hington, e tc .) with minor modifica tions  to the  “caus e  of de a th” to  be tte r a lign 
with curre nt milita ry ca s ua lty c rite ria . If s ubs ta ntia te d, add name s  tha t s hould have  be e n 
inc lude d on the  origina l pane ls , to the  e xte nt known. 

3  Move  the  VMC Me moria l honor rolls  to the  uppe r pla za  of the  VMC (ne a r the  flag pole s  off 
Rams ay Way), to inc re as e  vis ibility and acce s s ibility. 

4  Find opportunitie s  to improve  and ma inta in the  origina l p lazas , with a  priority for the  North 
Plaza , a ls o known a s  Founta in Court. 

Through this  proce s s , the  Proje c t Advis ory Group a ls o note d important e le me nts  for 
cons ide ra tion in a  future  de s ign proce s s . Table  2  highlights  the  Group’s  primary 
de s ign cons ide ra tions . 

Ta b le  2 . Key De s ign Cons ide rations  from the  Projec t Advis ory Group. 
 

De s ign Cons id e ra t io ns  
1 Provide  opportunitie s  for inte rac tion, s uc h a s  a  pa thway with inte rac tive  or inte rpre tive  

fe a ture s . 
2  Provide  s pace  for conte mpla tion, inc luding de dica te d s e a ting a nd ADA acce s s ibility. 
3  Find conne c tions  to the  VMC Me moria ls  with the  ne ighborhood and acknowle dge  the  his tory 

and dis place me nt of the  Albina  c ommunity. 
4  Make  the  VMC Me moria ls  re la table  a nd acce s s ible , inc luding a  vis ua lly notable  e le me nt, s uch 

a s  a  s ta tue  focus e d on the  human e xpe rie nce  of milita ry s e rvice , which honors  a ll Ve te rans  
and he lps  vis itors  conne c t the  me moria l to the  la rge r VMC building. 

5  Us e  a  s imple  de s ign, compa tible  with tha t of the  building to pay homa ge  to the  origina l de s ign 
of the  Me moria ls  a nd the  Ve te ra ns  Me moria l Colis e um. 

6  Focus  on lighting a nd vis ibility, inc luding improving lighting ne a r and a round the  flag pole s  and 
VMC Me moria ls / honor rolls . 

7 Cre a te  a  conne c tion be twe e n the  phys ica l VMC Me moria ls  and the  digita l Me moria ls , which 
can provide  e xpande d his tory about the  honor roll na me s / s e rvice  me mbe rs  in our community. 
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This  re port de ta ils  the  Proje c t Advis ory Group’s  dis cus s ions  ove r the  la s t quarte r 
and lays  out the  founda tiona l plan for the  City to cons ide r in future  work. 

 

Background 
The  VMC origina lly fe a ture d two s unke n, 
lands cape d plazas  on the  north and s outh 
s ide s  of the  building e ntrance . Afte r 
cons truc tion, the  me moria ls  we re  adde d to 
honor thos e  who die d in s e rvice  to the ir 
country. In 19 6 2, a  wall with name s  was  
adde d, capturing a ll Ore gon s e rvice  
me mbe rs  who die d in conflic ts  from the  
Spanis h Ame rican War to World War II who 
live d within 15 mile s  of “the  ce nte r of 
Portland in Ore gon.” The s e  pane ls  inc lude  1,6 77 name s  lis te d in a lphabe tica l orde r. 
A s e cond s e t of honor roll pane ls  was  adde d in 19 77, which inc lude d Ore gon s e rvice  
me mbe rs  who die d in the  Kore an and Vie tnam conflic ts . Appe ndix A provide s  ke y 
fac ts  about the  his tory of planning, cons truc tion, and c rite ria  for the  name s  fe a ture d 
on the  honor rolls . 

In 20 21, the  City put both me moria l wa lls  into s torage , a s  the y had de te riora te d and 
be came  a  s a fe ty hazard. The  City c re a te d a  digita l online  me moria l a s  a  te mpora ry 
s ubs titute  until a  pe rmane nt me moria l dis play could be  c re a te d.  

In 20 24 , the  City be gan major re nova tions  to the  VMC. In conjunc tion with this  
e ffort, the  City a ls o be gan re focus ing e ne rgy on de te rmining VMC Me moria ls ’ future  

Give n the  changing conte xt of the  origina l s ite s , the  City e xplore d how the  VMC 
Me moria ls  could be  trans forme d to be s t a lign with curre nt va lue s  for honoring 
ve te rans  and s e rvice  me mbe rs . This  Proje c t Advis ory Group of ve te rans  and 
community me mbe rs  was  forme d to provide  dire c tion and re comme nda tions  to the  
City on the  future  of the  VMC Me moria ls . 

 
Proce s s  Summary  
The  20 25 VMC Me moria ls  conve rs a tions  brought toge the r a  group of ke y 
community advis ors  to he lp s hape  the  future  of the  City’s  Ve te rans  Me moria ls . The  
City re ache d out to pa rtic ipants  bas e d on the ir live d e xpe rie nce , s ubje c t ma tte r 

Figure 1 The Advisory Group touring potential 
memorial sites around the VMC. 

https://www.portland.gov/VeteransMemorial
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e xpe rtis e , a s  we ll a s  de e p tie s  to ve te ran communitie s , loca l his tory, the  
ne ighborhood, and public  a rt.  

The  group inc lude d:   

• Anthony Swe e ne y, Unite d S ta te s  Marine  Corps  Se rge ant 20 0 2-20 0 7 
• Brian Libby, Fre e lance  Archite c ture  J ourna lis t 
• Charle s  Boyle , Dire c tor of Public  Affa irs , Portland Tra il Blaze rs  
• Darion J one s , City of Portland Office  of Arts  & Culture  
• Douglas  Bomarito, US Navy Lie ute nant, 19 68 -19 72, Bronze  S ta r with V for 

Va lor and Purple  He art Re c ipie nt, s a t for the  Ore gon S ta te  Bar Exam in 19 76  
in the  VMC Exhibition Ha ll (pas s e d late r that ye ar) 

• J ohn (J ) Barr, Chie f Mas te r Se rge ant, USAF, 20 0 1-Pre s e nt 
• Kayin Ta lton Davis , Vis ua l Artis t, Albina  Vis ion Trus t Dire c tor of Pa rtne rs hips  

and De s ign 
• Nicholas  Carroll, Ye oman 2nd Clas s , U.S . Navy, 19 9 1-19 9 6  
• Ros e  Se lko, Se nior Mas te r Se rge ant, USAF, 19 99 -20 0 4 , 20 0 8 -Pre s e nt 

The  group me t s ix time s  be twe e n March and J une  20 25. Me e tings  we re  two hours  
long and took place  in pe rs on, primarily a t the  VMC. During se ve ra l me e tings , 
pa rtic ipants  toure d the  VMC campus  to re vie w pote ntia l me moria l s ite  loca tions  and 
be tte r unde rs tand de s ign cons tra ints  and opportunitie s .  

The  City of Portland Spe c ta tor Ve nue s  
Program conve ne d and manage d the  
group. Laure n Broudy, Program 
Coordina tor, was  the  proje c t manage r and 
Karl Lis le , Program Manage r, provide d 
guidance  and ove rs ight. To s upport the  
group, the  City of Portland brought in J os h 
Mahar and Maria  Ve rano a t Ke arns  & We s t 
to fac ilita te  and manage  the  me e tings  and 
s ummarize  the  dis cus s ions , ke y de c is ions , 
and ac tions . The  City a ls o e nlis te d J as on 
Hirs t, Re gis te re d Lands cape  Archite c t a t 
NNA Lands cape  Archite c ts  and US Air Force  ve te ran, to le ad de s ign dis cus s ions  
and de ve lop initia l conce pts  for the  VMC Me moria ls . 
 
Goa ls  and Va lue s  
At the  be ginning of the  proce s s , the  group ide ntifie d s e ve ra l s ha re d va lue s  and 
goa ls  to he lp guide  conve rs a tions  a bout the  VMC Me moria ls . The  group us e d the s e  
goa ls  a s  high-le ve l crite ria  for e va lua ting me moria l conce pts  and making ke y 

Figure 2 The Advisory Group touring and discussing the 
sunken plazas. 
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de c is ions  about the  future  of the  VMC Me moria ls . The s e  goa ls  a re  s ummarize d and 
vis ua lly de pic te d in Figure  3 .  

Figure  3 . Goals  in Vis ual Form as  Share d During Pre s e ntations  in Advis ory Group 
Me e tings . 

 

 
In s ubs e que nt me e tings , group me mbe rs  e xplore d a  range  of pote ntia l me moria l 
approache s  and e va lua te d the  approache s  us ing the s e  goa ls  and a ttribute s .  

Group Re comme nda tions  
At Proje c t Advis ory Group me e tings , the  group a ligne d a round four core  
re comme nda tions  for the  de ve lopme nt of the  VMC Me moria ls . The  
re comme nda tions  a re  s ummarize d in Table  3 , with additiona l de ta ils  about e ach 
re comme nda tion inc lude d be low. 

Ta b le  3 . Key Recomme ndations  from the  Ve te rans  Memorial Colis e um Renovation Memorials  Projec t 
Advis ory Group. 

 Re c om m e nd a t ions  

1 Ma inta in and us e  the  e xis ting granite  honor roll pane ls  from 19 6 2 a nd 19 77 in a ny future  
me moria ls  de s ign, to re s pe c t the ir his toric  le gac ie s . 

2  Add name s  to both the  online  a nd phys ica l honor rolls  from milita ry ca s ua ltie s  in re ce nt 
conflic ts  us ing the  origina l c rite ria  (e .g., 15-mile  radius  from the  Ve te rans  Me moria l Colis e um, 
e xc luding Was hington, e tc .) with minor modifica tions  to the  “caus e  of de a th” to  be tte r a lign 
with curre nt milita ry ca s ua lty c rite ria . If s ubs ta ntia te d, add name s  tha t s hould have  be e n 
inc lude d on the  origina l pane ls , to the  e xte nt known. 

3  Move  the  VMC Me moria ls  honor rolls  to the  uppe r plaza  of the  VMC (ne a r the  flag pole s  off 
Rams ay Way), to inc re as e  vis ibility and acce s s ibility. 

4  Find opportunitie s  to improve  and ma inta in the  origina l p lazas , with a  priority for the  North 
Plaza , a ls o known a s  Founta in Court. 

 

Re c om m e nda t ion 1 (Addit iona l De ta ils ) — The  group ge ne ra lly agre e d tha t the  
e xis ting pane ls  (both the  8 -foot granite  pane ls  from 19 6 2 and the  s malle r pane ls  
from 19 77) s hould be  mainta ine d and us e d in the  VMC Me moria ls .  

Visible
•Prominent 
•Inviting
•Easy to find
•Accessible for all 

abilities

Contextual
•VMC building 
•Albina 

Neighborhood
•Portland and 

Oregon
•Community

Relatable
•Diverse veteran 

stories
•Cross-

generational
•Interconnected

Durable
•Long-lasting
•Low 

maintenance
•Longevity

Inspirational
•Educational 
•Respectful
•Evokes 

appreciation
•Joy
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The  group cons ide re d the  ide a  of de ve loping ne w honor roll pane ls , which would 
provide  s pace  to add ide ntifie d omis s ions , re orde r the  name s , pote ntia lly by conflic t 
ra the r than a lphabe tica lly, and provide  more  fle xibility in a rranging the  name s . 
Ultima te ly, the  group ge ne ra lly agre e d to pre s e rve  the  e xis ting pane ls  to honor the ir 
his toric  le gacy (a ls o noting this  would like ly be  a  more  cos t-e ffe c tive  s olution). 

The  group and City ide ntifie d omis s ions  and e rrors  in the  origina l honor roll lis t. Ove r 
the  ye a rs , the  City has  adde d s e ve ra l name s  to the  e nd of the  lis t, out of 
a lphabe tica l orde r, while  othe r name s  like ly re main abs e nt from the  honor rolls . The  
group fe lt it was  important to acknowle dge  and re c tify e rrors  to the  e xte nt pos s ible . 
Anothe r pote ntia l s olution inc lude d inte gra ting the  phys ica l me moria ls  with the  
digita l honor rolls , s ince  thos e  a re  e as ie r to upda te . Group me mbe rs  a ls o note d tha t 
inc luding a  dis c la ime r or s ignage  about the  his toric  na ture  of the  honor rolls  could 
be  he lpful, and tha t the  City s hould provide  a  c le a r and acce s s ible  point of contac t 
for community me mbe rs  who note  an e rror or omis s ion of a  ve te ran on the  honor 
rolls .  

Re c om m e nda t ion 2  (Addit iona l De ta ils ) — Appe ndix B lis ts  propos e d c rite ria  for 
the  honor rolls . The  group inte nde d this  c rite ria  to a lign with and re s pe c t the  origina l 
c rite ria  for inc lus ion on the  honor rolls . At the  s ame  time , the  group acknowle dge d 
the  importance  of fle xibility and inc lus ion give n the  changing na ture  of the  Portland 
me tro re gion. 

The  group ge ne ra lly agre e d tha t the  ne w me moria ls  s hould add the  name s  of 
ac tive -duty milita ry me mbe rs  who die d in conflic ts  s ince  19 77. Group me mbe rs  
note d tha t his torica l docume nts  indica te  tha t the  initia l inte nt of the  honor roll 
pane ls  was  to add name s  in s ubs e que nt ye a rs  (s e e  Appe ndix A). Group me mbe rs  
a ls o note d tha t adding name s  will he lp ke e p the  me moria ls  re la table  and acce s s ible  
to the  community. The  group re comme nde d tha t the  de s ign of the  me moria ls  
inc lude  s pace  for future  additions , with e nough room to accommodate  two to thre e  
time s  the  numbe r of name s  curre ntly e xpe cte d to be  adde d. 

The  group coa le s ce d a round inc luding the  name s  of s e rvice  me mbe rs  who live d 
within a  15-mile  radius  of the  VMC. The  group a ls o acknowle dge d tha t, g ive n the  
much s malle r numbe r of name s  from re ce nt conflic ts , the  honor roll s hould le an 
toward inc lus ion. Initia l re s e a rch indica te s  tha t the re  we re  no Ore gon cas ua ltie s  in 
conflic ts  from 19 77-20 0 1 and tha t the re  have  be e n a round 40  ac tive -duty cas ua ltie s  
from the  Portland Me tropolitan Are a  s ince  20 0 1. 
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During the  proce s s , the  te am confirme d tha t 
the  19 77 honor roll name s  did not inc lude  any 
individua ls  from Cla rk County in Was hington 
S ta te . The  te am could not confirm this  for 
the  origina l 19 6 2 name s . The  group fe lt 
comforta ble  with re s tric ting inc lus ions  to 
Ore gonians , and re comme nde d c la rifying 
tha t the re  is  an e xis ting and s imila r ve te rans  
me moria l honoring ve te rans  in Cla rk County. 
The  group re comme nde d tha t the  City coordina te  with Cla rk County whe n 
cons ide ring additiona l name s  to add tha t may be  as s oc ia te d with both communitie s  
and adde d tha t the  City could cons ide r furthe r re s e a rch to confirm the  ge ographic  
dis tribution of the  origina l name s . 

The  group agre e d tha t modifying the  c rite ria  for “caus e  of de a th” is  re as onable  and 
prac tica l for additiona l name s . The  group re comme nde d re moving “de a th as  a  re s ult 
of a  dis e as e  contrac te d on fore ign s oil” from future  c rite ria , inc luding only 
individua ls  who we re  kille d dire c tly from e ne my ac tion, re s ulting from ope ra tiona l 
ac tivitie s  aga ins t the  e ne my, or tra ining in a  combat zone . Group me mbe rs  note d 
tha t this  a ligns  with curre nt s tandards  for lis ting thos e  kille d in ac tive -duty s e rvice . 

The  group was  c le a r tha t the s e  upda te d c rite ria  will apply only to pote ntia l additions  
on ne w pane ls . The  group did re comme nd tha t the  City conduc t a  thorough re vie w 
of the  name s  on the  e xis ting phys ica l and digita l honor rolls  to c ros s -che ck for 
mis s pe llings  and omis s ions  us ing the  mos t compre he ns ive  da ta  ava ilable .  

Some  me mbe rs  e xpre s s e d conce rn tha t the  curre nt pane ls  lis t name s  a lphabe tica lly 
and do not indica te  additiona l information about the  individua l, such as  the  conflic t in 
which the  individua l die d. Some  me mbe rs  a ls o s ugge s te d inc luding additiona l 
information about individua ls  on any ne w honor rolls .   

The  group s ugge s te d tha t any ne w name s  propos e d for addition to the  VMC 
Me moria ls  s hould be  s ha re d public ly prior to fina liza tion . This  would a llow 
community me mbe rs  to re vie w and ide ntify any omis s ions  prior to cons truc tion. 

Re c om m e nda t ion 3  (Addit iona l De ta ils ) — Mos t me mbe rs  e xpre s s e d tha t this  
loca tion improve s  vis ibility, s tre ngthe ns  the  conne c tion to the  VMC, and inc re as e s  
acce s s ibility. Me mbe rs  acknowle dge d tha t the  loca tion re duce s  s pace  for quie t 
re fle c tion and we re  supportive  of building more  conte mpla tive  s pace s  into proje c t 
de s igns . Me mbe rs  a ls o re comme nde d s e tting the  me moria ls  back from the  s ide walk 

Figure 4 The Advisory Group discussions. 
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to c re a te  a  s e ns e  of s e para tion from tra ffic  and the  ne a rby e xis ting bus  s he lte r 
(note  that this  bus  s he lte r is  no longe r in use ).  

One  me mbe r s ha re d a  de s ire  to mainta in the  origina l loca tion of the  honor rolls  to 
ke e p a  de dica te d quie t s pace  for the  pane ls  tha t provide  s ound is ola tion from the  
uppe r plaza . 

Re c om m e nda t ion 4  (Addit iona l De ta ils )— The  group s e rious ly cons ide re d the  
North Plaza , or Founta in Court, whe re  the  19 6 2 honor rolls  we re  pre vious ly e re c te d. 
At le as t one  me mbe r pre fe rre d this  loca tion to the  uppe r plaza . Ultima te ly, the  
majority of group me mbe rs  like d the  vis ibility and acce s s ibility of the  pre fe rre d 
loca tion. The  group acknowle dge d the  origina l loca tion of the  pane ls  in the  s unke n 
plazas  and note d the  quie t, conte mpla tive  na ture  of the s e  s ite s .  

Me mbe rs  of the  group note d tha t e ve n without the  VMC Me moria ls , the  City s hould 
re focus  mainte nance  e fforts  on the s e  plazas  and continue  to re s pe c t the m as  an 
inte gra l pa rt of the  VMC building de s ign and s ite .  

Group me mbe rs  a ls o s ha re d ide as  for finding ne w ways  to ac tiva te  and le ve rage  
the s e  unique  s pace s , s uch as  te aming or coordina ting with the  Albina  Vis ion Trus t 
on ne ighborhood-ce ntric  programming. 

Me moria l Charac te r, Fe a ture s , and Ele me nts  
The  group dis cus s e d pre fe re nce s  for how the  me moria ls  s hould look and fe e l, a s  
we ll a s  wha t type s  of e le me nts  could be  inc lude d in a  fina l de s ign. This  proce s s  was  
not inte nde d to de ve lop a  full de s ign for the  ne w me moria ls .  

The  City can us e  the  following information a nd pre fe re nce s  to guide  future  de s ign 
work on the  VMC Me moria ls  a s  s hown in Table  4 . Appe ndix E a ls o inc lude s  an in-
de pth s ummary of the  de s ign dis cus s ions , inc luding the  conce ptua l de s igns  tha t 
NNA de ve lope d to s upport group dis cus s ions . 

Ta b le  4 . Summary of De s ign Cons ide ra tions  from the  Projec t Advis ory Group. 

De s ign Cons id e ra t io n  S um m a ry of Dis c us s ions   

Inte ra c t ivity 

The  me moria ls  s hould e nc oura ge  inte rac tion, le a rning, and 
ins pira tion. The  group took ins pira tion from the  "Walk of He roine s " 
Me moria l a t PS U and like d the  ide a  of inc luding s ome  kind of 
pa thway tha t a llows  vis itors  to  e ngage  with the  me moria ls . The  group 
note d tha t inte rac tion s hould e ngage  child re n while  dis coura ging play 
on the  me moria ls . 
 

S p a c e  fo r Conte m p la t ion  The  me moria ls  s hould inc lude  quie t s pace s  for re fle c tion. Give n the  
bus y na ture  of the  uppe r plaza , the  group re c omme nde d 
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incorpora ting de s ign e le me nts  to  provide  s ome  s e c lus ion. The  group 
s ha re d s trong s upport for inc luding s e a ting in de s igns . 
 

Conne c t ion to  the  
Ne ighb orhood  

The  group dis cus s e d the  importance  of the  VMC Me moria ls  
acknowle dging the  ne ighborhood and the  VMC s ite ’s  his tory, 
pa rticula rly the  dis place me nt of the  Albina  community. The  Albina  
Vis ion Trus t continue s  to  work on a  va rie ty of ac tivitie s  tha t honor the  
his tory a nd community of Lowe r Albina  (s e e  Appendix D). The  City 
s hould continue  to  coordina te  with Albina  Vis ion Trus t a s  the  de s ign 
and cons truc tion advance s  on the  VMC Me moria ls  a nd look for 
opportunitie s  to  uplift s ha re d na rra tive s  of community s torie s , s uch 
a s  ve te rans  from the  Albina  community. 
 

Re la ta b le  a nd  Ac c e s s ib le   

The  de s ign s hould broadly honor a ll s e rvice  me mbe rs , not jus t thos e  
kille d in s e rvice . It s hould be  e a s y for pe ople  to re cognize  the  
me moria ls  a s  honoring milita ry ve te rans  and have  a  c le a r conne c tion 
to the  VMC building. Me mbe rs  pre fe rre d figura tive  iconography, 
noting tha t de s ign e le me nts  s hould focus  on the  human e xpe rie nce  
of milita ry s e rvice  a nd s ac rifice , not ne ce s s a rily we a pons  or 
machine ry. 
  

S im p lic ity  

The  group e mpha s ize d ke e ping the  me moria ls  s imple  and focus e d, 
coordina ting with the  origina l me moria l and VMC building de s ign. 
Me mbe rs  s ugge s te d inte gra ting the  de s ign with the  VMC layout and 
prioritizing the  p rimary me moria l fe a ture s  inc luding the  honor roll 
pane ls  and fla gs . 
  

Vis ib ility 

Focus  on lighting, inc luding improving lighting on the  flag pole s  to  
make  the  VMC Me moria ls  vis ible  a nd e ngaging to the  many pe ople  
who vis it the  VMC for e ve nts  a fte r da rk. 
 

Dig ita l Conne c t ion  

The  group va lue d conne c ting the  phys ica l me moria ls  to a  digita l 
counte rpa rt. A digita l p la tform would provide  inte rac tive  acce s s  to 
the  s torie s  be hind the  na me s , and build  ne ighborhood conte xt. A 
digita l d is play or QR code  could link vis itors  to  this  online  re s ource . 
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Conc lus ion and Ne xt S te ps   
The  City plans  to us e  this  docume nt for future  
planning, de s ign, and cons truc tion of the  VMC 
Me moria ls . Table  5 outline s  the  planne d ne xt 
s te ps  for re a lizing the  VMC Me moria ls . The  City 
will continue  to upda te  the  community as  the  
proce s s  unfolds . 

Ta b le  5 . Draft Next Steps  for the  City to Cons ide r for the  
Future  of the  Ve te rans  Me morials  a t the  VMC. 

Effort  Tim ing  

De ve lop  Ap p roa c h fo r Re ta ining  De s ign Te a m  
• Could be  s tanda rd RFP or De s ign Compe tition. S hould a llow 

for c re a tivity, a rtis try, a nd de s ign with community-ce nte re d 
focus  

 

Summe r 20 25 

Init ia l De s ign De ve lop m e nt  
• Se le c t contrac tor or winne r of de s ign compe tition 

 

Fa ll/ Winte r 20 25 

Contra c t  Ne got ia t io n a nd  Agre e m e nt  
• Firm up budge t for de s ign work (and e s tima te  pote ntia l 

cons truc tion budge t) 
• Fina lize  contrac t  

 

Winte r 20 25/ Spring 20 26  

Init ia te  P riva te  Fund ra is ing  Efforts  (Ve te ra n-le d ) 
• Confirm fundra is ing cha ir/ e ncoura ge  forma tion of de dica te d 

fundra is ing group to s upport proje c t 
• Fundra is ing for both long-te rm ma inte nance  a gre e me nt trus t 

fund (inc lude s  agre e me nt for re gula r ma inte nance ) a nd 
ac tua l proje c t cons truc tion ame nitie s  

 

Spring/ Summe r 20 26  

De s ign Work Und e rwa y 
• Utilize  frame work to be gin community-ce nte re d de s ign 
• Multiple  opportunitie s  for community involve me nt on s haping 

de s ign 
• Pote ntia l additive : s unke n plaza  improve me nt e le me nts ?  
• Applica tion for S ta te  Ve te rans  and Wa r Me moria ls  Grant (by 

J anua ry 31, 20 27) 
 

Spring 20 26 -Summe r 20 28  

Cons t ruc t ion  Kic ks  o ff 
• Inc lude s  re s tora tion of e xis ting granite  pane ls  and a dding 

pane ls  with ne w name s  
  

Summe r 20 28  

De d ic a t ion Eve nt  a nd  P ub lic  Unve iling  
• Gold S ta r Mothe r's  Day Eve nt (s ame  day origina l honor rolls  

we re  de dica te d) 

Se pte mbe r 30 , 20 29  

Figure 5 The Advisory Group touring and 
discussing the upper plaza area. 
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Ap p e nd ic e s  
• Appe ndix A: Re s e arch Synops is  – His tory of Honor Rolls  
• Appe ndix B: Propos e d Crite ria  for Adding Name s  to the  Honor Rolls  
• Appe ndix C: Map of Ore gon Are as  Within 15-mile  Radius  of Ve te rans  

Me moria l Colis e um 
• Appe ndix D: Summary of Albina  Vis ion Trus t Proje c t Work in the  

Ne ighborhood 
• Appe ndix E: De s ign Cons ide ra tions    
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Ap p e nd ix A:  Re s e a rc h  S ynop s is  – His to ry of Honor 
Rolls   
The  following information come s  from the  re cords  he ld a t the  City of Portland 
Archive s . Some  language / re fe re nce s  a re  outda te d according to mode rn colloquia l 
s tandards  but a re  docume nte d for re s e a rch purpos e s . 

HONOR ROLL—AUGUST 21, 1962 (Highlights) 
• Dedicated New "Memorial Honor Roll" for 1,677 of her citizens who have given 

their most prized possession - 'life itself' - in defense of America, and the Flag we 
love, during our wars against an enemy of the United States of America. 

• Last Sunday of September each year is recognized nationally as 'American Gold 
Star Mothers' Day.' 

• These names, on a black granite wall, 36' x 7" long and 8' by 3" high at north side 
of Coliseum. 

• In addition to the "Memorial Honor Roll" a Memorial Court will have a 30 x 30 
foot pool, featuring three fountains of various heights and diameters. 

• “Vari-colored” lighting and marble benches adequate for observation and 
meditation. 

ELIGIBILITY—FEBRUARY 28, 1962 (Original Criteria) 
• Must have been enrolled in and a member of the armed forces of the United 

States of America either as an enlisted man, warrant or commissioned officer 
between definite dates as established by the Department of Defense between 
which dates the United States was actively engaged in armed conflict with an 
enemy action. 

• The geographical boundaries for the residences of the Honored War Dead shall 
include Portland and a radius of 15 miles from the center of Portland in Oregon. 
The place of residence of the individual shall be determined as his residence on 
the date that he entered the armed forces. 

• Cause of death must have been: (1) resulting directly from enemy action; (2) 
resulting from operational activities against the enemy in war zones; (3) resulting 
from operational activities in training or preparation of service personnel for 
combat duty or war zones; (4) death as the result of a disease contracted on 
foreign soil while on active duty and certified by the Veterans Administration as 
service- connected providing, however, that such death must occur prior to the 
release from any hospital and within limits as established by the Veterans 
Administration. 
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• It is understood that there will not be more than 1750 names submitted initially. 
Room for more if needed. 

GENERAL FINDINGS/RESEARCH (Highlights and Significant Points of Information) 
• The VMC was originally constructed for $8 million; $250,000/$8 million was 

supposed to be allocated toward Veterans honor. 
• The Federated Veterans Council of Multnomah County February 20, 1967 found: 
• Certified the names of the 1,677 war dead. 
• At the official dedication of the Honor Roll for Portland’s war dead of the United 

States Spanish American War, World War I, World War II and Korean Conflict, 
the Exposition-Recreation Commission publicly announced that all casualties 
resulting directly from enemy action, or from operational activities against the 
enemy in war zones of future wars or conflicts engaged in by the Armed Forces 
of the United States of America, and by established residents of Portland, 
Oregon would be honored at the Memorial Coliseum by an honor roll or 
monument…discuss and draft plans for future establishment and public 
placement of all eligible names of casualties of Vietnam as certified by the 
Department of Defense. 

• Periodicals with information about the Federated Veterans Council of 
Multnomah County include the Oregonian, Oregon Journal, Oregon Labor Press, 
Clark Publishing Company. 

• A letter dated December 7, 1960 stated: To Exposition Recreation Commission: 
named the Memorial Coliseum in memory of the veterans of all wars who have 
made the supreme sacrifice for our Country, suitable bronze plaque, memorial 
honor roll book containing hand inscribed names, memorial flag pole with a 
bronze plaque, memorial court set aside for future development, War Memorial 
Peace Rose Garden sponsored by the Portland Rose Society, the East Side 
Commercial Club, the Royal Rosarians and the Portland Rose Festival 
Association. 

• Found in documents by the Federated Veterans Council: 
• The Memorial and Chapel room should be appropriately decorated with Murals 

of Historic Battle Scenes as promised on cover of some 100,000 brochures 
distributed throughout the Portland area in 1954. 

• …That space and facilities be provided for future installation of a set of 
electronic carillon bells to ring from a memorial tower. 

• Recommend special ramps for wheelchair patients, also that the Exposition 
Recreation Commission make provisions for reserved parking space for 
handicapped and wheelchair patients. 
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Ap p e nd ix B: P rop os e d  Crite ria  fo r Add ing  Na m e s  to  
the  Honor Rolls    
The  following c rite ria  a re  propos e d for de c iding which name s  to inc lude  in future  
honor roll upda te s . The s e  c rite ria  a re  inte nde d to be  cons is te nt with the  origina l 
c rite ria  a s  much as  pos s ible , with s ome  s ugge s te d upda te s  to a lign with the  curre nt 
conte xt or to provide  more  c la rity whe re  the  origina l inte nt is  unknown.  

Se le c tion Crite ria  

• Mus t have  be e n a  me mbe r of the  a rme d force s  of the  Unite d S ta te s  of 
Ame rica  – e ithe r a s  an e nlis te d pe rs on, warrant or commis s ione d office r – 
during da te  range s  as  e s tablis he d by the  De partme nt of De fe ns e  a t time s  
whe n the  Unite d S ta te s  was  ac tive ly e ngage d in a  conflic t, te rroris t ac tion, 
ope n hos tilitie s , or a  name d ope ra tion 

• The  ge ographica l boundarie s  for the  re s ide nce s  of the  Honore d War De ad 
s ha ll inc lude  Portland and s urrounding de fine d c itie s , towns , or ge ographica lly 
de fine d unincorpora te d a re as  tha t fa ll pa rtia lly or comple te ly within a  radius  
of 15 mile s  from the  ce nte r of Portland in Ore gon, de fine d as  the  ge ographic  
ce nte r of the  Ve te rans  Me moria l Colis e um (45.5321 de gre e s  N, 122.66 9 3 
de gre e s  W). The  place  of re s ide nce  of the  individua l s ha ll be  de te rmine d as  
the ir re s ide nce  on the  da te  tha t he  e nte re d the  a rme d force s   

• Caus e  of de a th mus t have  be e n: (1) re s ulting dire c tly from e ne my ac tion or (2) 
re s ulting from ope ra tiona l ac tivitie s  aga ins t the  e ne my in war zone s  
 

Exce ption Crite ria  

• Me mbe rs  of the  Ore gon Na tiona l Guard who do not re s ide  within the  
ge ographica l radius  but s e rve  in the  City of Portland 

• For individua ls  who do not live  within the  15-mile  radius , cons ide r inc lus ion if 
the  individua l s pe nt s ignificant time  within the  radius  working, playing, 
wors hiping, going to s chool or le a rning, or othe r ac tivitie s  tha t e s tablis h a  
s trong conne c tion to the  a re a  

 
 



   
 

 

Ap p e nd ix C: Ma p  of Ore gon Are a s  Within  15 -m ile  Ra d ius  o f Ve te ra ns  
Me m oria l Colis e um    



   
 

Recommendations from the VMC Memorials Project Advisory Group 15 
June 2025 

Ap p e nd ix D: S um m a ry of Alb ina  Vis ion  Trus t  P ro je c t  
Work in  the  Ne ighborhood  
Ove rvie w: 
Kayin Ta lton Davis  (Albina  Vis ion Trus t Dire c tor of Pa rtne rs hips  and De s ign) 
provide d a  compre he ns ive  pre s e nta tion on the  Albina  Vis ion Trus t’s  (AVT) ongoing 
and upcoming initia tive s  in Albina  a t one  of the  Proje c t Advis ory Group’s  re gula r 
me e tings . The  pre s e nta tion cove re d AVT’s  e fforts  to inte gra te  a rts , culture , and 
community de ve lopme nt into a  cohe s ive  vis ion for the  ne ighborhood’s  future . Be low 
a re  the  ke y points  tha t Kayin Ta lton Davis  s ha re d with the  group in he r pre s e nta tion. 

Ba c kground : 
• His torica lly, Albina  was  home  to 8 0 % of Portland’s  Black popula tion and a  

vibrant, c re a tive , and a ffordable  ne ighborhood known for e xce ptiona l public  
e duca tion and a  na tiona lly re cognize d jazz and s oul mus ic  s ce ne . 

• During the  19 50 s  and 19 6 0 s , rac is t urban re ne wal polic ie s  and re dlining le d to 
dis place me nt and de s truc tion of the  community, with Albina  labe le d “blighte d” 
and many home s  de molis he d for de ve lopme nts  like  the  Ve te rans  Me moria l 
Colis e um, caus ing ove r $ 1 billion in los t we a lth. 

Future  Vis ion: 
• AVT e nvis ions  re -rooting Black familie s  and culture  in Albina  by e ns uring 

re pre s e nta tion in the  built e nvironme nt and  e nabling community owne rs hip of 
home s  and bus ine s s e s . 

• The  focus  inc lude s  promoting he a lth, we ll-be ing, culture , and community 
through highe r-de ns ity de ve lopme nt ne a r ke y s pace s , e duca tion and 
e ntre pre ne urs hip hubs , and inte gra te d a rt and bus ine s s  re s ource s . 

P ro je c t  Highlights : 
• Re cla iming and ce le bra ting Albina ’s  his toric  ide ntity while  fos te ring future  

community growth through de ve lopme nt, inve s tme nt, and a rt. 
• Incorpora ting dis tric t banne rs , la rge -s ca le  a rt and photo ins ta lla tions  

re fle c ting Albina ’s  pas t 10 0  ye ars , and lis te ning s ta tions  fe a turing loca l s torie s  
(s e e  e xample  image ry be low). 

• Site s  inc lude  a re as  ne a r and a round the  Ve te rans  Me moria l Colis e um, with 
plans  to ac tiva te  s pace s  tha t invite  community e xpe rie nce s  (s e e  map be low). 

• Albina  One , the  firs t re s ide ntia l building as  pa rt of the  vis ion, is  ne a ring 
comple tion. The re  is  an upcoming public  e ve nt planne d to inaugura te  a  mura l 
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on the  ne w building, furthe r e ngaging the  community and honoring Albina ’s  
le gacy. 
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Overview: 

The purpose of this Appendix is  to list some items which were discussed to influence layout 

and design desires. 

The process of the Advisory Group meetings did not aim to provide a design for memorials, but 

rather establish an approach for reuse, preferred location, and supplemental items to consider 

in the next stage of design.  

This Appendix is provided as a compilation of those preferences as well as additional items 

which were discovered during the process and may inform future development. These items 

do not need to be considered as requirements, but more as “lessons learned”.

• The Advisory Group determined that the preferred location for the Memorial re-

installation was near Ramsay Way due to its advantages for physical accessibility 

and visual presence.  Any future design or relocation should keep accessibility and 

visual presence as a high priority, while trying to balance those needs with proximity 

to a busy Right-of-Way.   

Appendix E: Design Considerations



Separated Honor Rolls 

allow visual connectivity 

to the VMC Building

Consolidation can 

allow better views into 

the plaza.  Text across 

top will have to be 

considered

Better sense of 

enclosure but tall Honor 

Rolls walling  off the 

lower VMC Plaza was 

not desirable.

Flagpole, lighting or 

other feature can be 

housed inside or on top 

of Honor Rolls

Separation will 

disconnect text across 

the top of the Honor 

Rolls 

Preferred Configurations

Honor Rolls

Less Preferred Configuration

Continuous Wall or Arc

Separated Arc

Consolidated Groups
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• An area of respite from the back of the sidewalk is desired in a future  design.  A 

recommendation of offsetting the Memorial itself from the sidewalk by approximately 

20’ allows for some gathering area while still providing room for Honor Rolls and other 

memorial improvements.

• A significant portion of the area which may be used sits directly over the VMC 

Convention Hall below.  The Convention Hall in this area has had additional 

reinforcement to support the landscape above, but the extent to which this can support 

significant additional weight is unknown. This will need to be investigated and officially 

stated by a Licensed Structural Engineer prior to designing additional loads in this area.

• The context and history of the surrounding Albina neighborhood is an important 

consideration.  Tying in design cues from the included Albina Vision Trust Plan, or 

including some aspect of neighborhood identity into memorial improvements is 

encouraged.

The original Honor Rolls are 

proposed for refurbishment 

and re-installation at the 

preferred location along 

Ramsay Way.  Their re-

installation will require a 

new layout and fabrication 

of a new support method.  

It is preferred to keep 

visual connection between 

the adjacent R.O.W. and 

VMC Building as much as 

possible.  Investigating a 

reconfigured panel approach 

to consolidate panels or 

including spacing to allow 

visual permeability are 

preferred over keeping large 

walls of panels.  



If consolidating Honor Rolls into groups or the 
outside of a continuous arc, the quote across the 
top will become disjointed and will need to be 
reconsidered / reconfigured.

If reinstalling Honor Rolls on the inside of a 
continuous arc, the quote across the top will be 
able to be placed side-by-side similar to the original 
condition and the quote will be readable.

Panel Text Considerations

New matching granite inserts may need to be 
fabricated depending on layout.

Existing Honor Rolls are in serviceable condition, 
but cutting and modification of panels may be 
contentious and brings risk of damage.

The quote is inscribed along the top of both sets 
of Honor Rolls since they were located in separate 
Memorial Courts.  As both are consolidated in one 
location the need for both should be considered in 
the proposed design.  
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Panel Reuse

Reconfiguration of Honor Rolls into a design where all panel faces are not parallel may 

introduce issues with spacing of the text, “TO THE MEMORY OF A SUPREME SACRIFICE 

WE HONOR THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR GOD, PRINCIPLE AND LOVE OF 

COUNTRY” due to where the written quote lands over panel edges.  Additional space between 

letters, if placed on the outside of a curved surface, will need to be accounted for during 

redesign due to illegibility.  Cutting or modification of the panels was not discussed in depth 

during Advisory Groups conversations.  The panels themselves appear to be in serviceable 

condition and likely can be modified if needed.  The quote is replicated on both the 1962 panels 

and the 1977 panels.  
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• 1977 Panels – 12 Panels – 36” Width – ~5’ Height - Approx. 1” thickness

          Note: Additional blank panels on either side of etchings

Photo credit: wikipedia

Photo credit: wikipedia

• 1962 Panels and 1977 panels in storage

Panel Sizes

• 1962 Panels – 12 Panels – 36” Width – 8’-3” Height - Approx. 1” thickness



The original Honor Rolls did not 

have a specific lighting scheme 

designed to highlight their striking 

quality at night.  The adjacency 

of the recommended location to 

Ramsay Way and frequently used 

VMC / Rose Garden pedestrian 

routes offers a strong opportunity 

to use lighting to call attention to 

the Honor Rolls and Memorial.  

Dramatic uplighting of the panels 

or designed lighting to create a more contemplative space are some options to consider. The 

exploration of lighting is a consideration for the next phase of work.
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Flagpole 

Any new Flagpole should meet all 

requirements of the Flag Code, be well lit, 

and accessible for raising and lowering 

the flag.  Designing supplemental items to 

protect lights and other required equipment 

is advised.  The spatial relationship between 

the American Flag location, other flag 

locations, and the Honor Rolls was not 

discussed in-depth during the conversations 

with the Advisory Group. 

Lighting
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