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MILDBED A, SCHWAB
COMMISSIONER MEMORANDUM

BUREAU OF PARKS AND
PUBLIC BECREATION

OOUGLAS W. BRIDGES
SUPERINTENDENT

TO: M. J. Martini, Bureau of Traffic Engineering

4O9 S.W, NINTH AVENUE
PORTIAiTD. OREGON 97205

FROlvl: Scott Reese, Parks Planning and Development Manager

SUBJECT: Tindall Group,/Mittleman Sub-division

I am in receipt of your memorandum of August 15, 1980 in regard
to the above cited matter. As T understand, you are not in favor
of completing an intersection at S.E. 64th Avenue, north of S.E.
Division street based upon your feeling ttrat to do so would require
a signalized intersection, including a left turn lane in the westerly
directed lanes. It is my understanding that you feel that there is
not proper space available in the Division Street right-of-way to
accommodate a left turn Iane, and further that a signal at S.E. 64th
and pivision would have an adverse impact in the neighborhood south
of Division Street.

Based on these conments I have investigated this matter further. f
travelled Division Street from 20th Street to 82nd Street; along
that distance I found 12 signalized intersections. None of those
12 signalized intersections on Division incorporated a left turn
lane. Intersections at 25th Street, 28th Street, and 57th Street
provide signalized intersections with access into residentiaf neigh-
borhoods not unlike the area south of the intersection of Division
and 64th Street. None of these intersections incorporates a left
turn lane.

In responding to the aspect of possible undesirable impact of sig-
nalization at S.E. 64th and Division, f tried to determine what the
circulation pattern to this point from the neighborhood south r^rould
be. r found that S.E. 64th Avenue terminates five blocks south of
Division at Woodward Street. 62nd Street apparently is the major
north-south carrier of traffic through the adjacent nelghborhood. T
did not, therefore, think that traffic onto 64th Avenue at a proposed
signal would be significant.

The matter of signalization is itself open for discussion. I am not
certain that signalization would be required. Extension of 54th
Street, north of Division, would primarily serve Mt. Tabor Park. The
only residential population served would be those in the nehr Mittleman
sub-division. Based upon relatively 1ow volume of traffic, I believe
the signalization issue needs further research.
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M. J. Martini -2- August 28, 1980

I would like to point. out the advantages that an intersection at
54th Street would have. First, the extension at 64th Street would
allow the Parks Bureau to close its present access onto Division from
the Maintenance yard in favor of a new entrance to the maintenance
quarters off of 64th Street. ff you have ever vievred the present
Park Bureau facility access off Division, you would know that it is
extrenely dangerous and does not pernit safe access to the site of
other than automobile traffic. Automobile traffic is only a small
portion of the vehicular traffic Aenerated by the Mt. Tabor Yard.

In addition, as you are aware, the water Bureau presently owns the
reservoir site at 60th and nivision. It is my understanding that
the Water Bureau has been guite anxious to seII this property for
the last trro years. Sale of the property has been postponed while
the Parks Bureau tries to determine whether there might be a better
or alternative recreational use for the site. ft is my understandlng
that should the Park Bureau not be able to convert this site successfully,
it would be placed on the open market. rt would be my presunption
that prespective buyers would request a zoning change so that the
property might be used for commercial or high density residential 1and.
In either event, this would call for additlonal access points onto
Division. By an extension of 54th to Div1sion, access might be given
onto 64th rather than Division thus controlling the number of access
points,

tastly, I would like to initiate a discussion relative to circulation
and transportation in Mt. Tabor Park in general. As perhaps you are
aware, road network ln Mt, Tabor is predicated on three different
factors. First, the Mt. Tabor Park area was orlglnally sub-divided
for residences, A portion of the road system reflects this old platt
of sub-division. Secondly, the Water Bureaurs use of !1t. Tabor for
the various reservoir sites has caused the circulation to be designed
to serve this capacity, Thirdly, the Parks Bureau interest and use
of the site for recreation purposes has caused additional alteratlons
to the road network blard leisure and recreational usage. The end
result has been, I believe, an ineffective road network of which
approxirnately 40t is non-usable or non-accessible to the pubJ.ic.

The Parks Bureau has been quite interested in the aspect of providing
two to three maximum control points for Mt. Tabor Park with the
possibility of eliminating some of the access points which are major
sources of irritation to adjacent neighborhoods.

Mittleman property has served as a catalyst to cause the Park Bureau
to research the plausible circulation alternatives further. I would
like to request a meeting r,rith yourself and Mr. wetmore to further
discuss this matter in the near future.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

SR:Iw

cc! Bill Wetnrore
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3010 E. E. DIVISION ST. P. O. BOX i12106 PORTLAND, OFEGON 07212

August 9, 1980

Traffic Engineering
c/o Joan f,oomis
317 S. IV. Alder #3OI
Portland, Oregon 97204

Dear !.[s. Loomis

This letter is verification of
ownership of houses on Division Street
East of our parking Iot, address, 3L26
and 3138 S. E. Division and ?V shop
located West at 2932 S. E. Division.

s

Ypurs truly,

fu*dfr"1.'--=-
Howard Carlson
Smith's Home Furn., Inc.

P. S. Tlilliam Arata approves of 2-hour
zone in area agreed upon in front of
Mrs. Arata's residence located at
2940 S. E. Division.
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3016 S. E. DtVtStON ST. P. O. BOX 42408 POBTLAND, OREGON 97212

July 17, 1980

Traffic Engineering
c/o Brooks Koenig
317 S. lf . A1der, #sOJ-
Portland, Oregon 97204

Dear Mr, Koenig:

Please consider this letter our request to change
the time limit of parking area in front of our store at
3016 S. E. Divlsion Street up to a 2-hour zone on
Division between SOth and 31st.

I am requesting that this change also apply to S. E
30th Avenue, bordering our business on the lYest, from
Division to our property line on the South, and on both
the East and lYest sides of the street.

This change is also needed on S. E. 31st on the ltest
side of the street from Divisj.on to the driveway area.

Please contact me at 234-9351 if additional information
is needed.

Yours truly,

Howard Carlson
Smith's Home Furnishings, Inc.
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L6-26.24O obstruction of vision at intersection. (Rmended
by Ord. No. L34294, 134768 and I4I354 passed and effective Feb.
25, L976-l

(a) s n ar,tl u for any person owning, oceupying or havingI
control of any premises to to
grow or remain in the triangular area between a street intersection
and a line that intersects each of the intersecting property
Iines at points 15 feet from their intersection and extended to
Ehe curbs or intersecting streets for n.ore than 1O days after
receiving rvritten notice frcm the Traffic Engineer that the
exist.ence of said tree, shrub or plant coastitutes a hazard to
the safe movement of traEfic. Such a tree, shrub or plant
hereby is declared to constitute a nuisance, and i.t is the duty
oi the person responsible therefor to remove the same or keep
it to a heiqht which does not constiEute a traffic hazard in Ehe
cpinion oi the Traffic Engineer.

(b) Unobstructed ,riew of traf fic siqns. Ir: is unlawful for
any person, iirm or corporation, owning, in possession of,
occupying or having control oE any premises within the City, to
planE, rnaintain or allo'..,r any tree, shrub, bush or plant to
partially or rvholly obstruct the visibilit'y oE a stop sign, or
regulatory sign, Eor a minimum distance oE l0O feet as vier.red
irom the nor':nal vehicuLar approach.

Any and aIl :uch forbidden vegetation is hereby declared !o
con:-tiLute a nuisance, and it shall be the duty of the ,oecson
responsible t,herefor to remove the same or trim and keep trimmed
the samer so Ehat unobstructed view is maintained,
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Connle ilccrcady

trarch 5, 1980

NtsSIDENT
2{05 S.E. TSth Avenue
Portland, Orogoa 97246

Dear Portlarrderr

A r€cent lnspectton of tbe goutlnrcBt cotner of the
lntersectlsn of S.E. Dtvtslon Strrct and S.E. 78th &?enuet
ehooe<t vletblltty at tho lntersectlon ras obatruetad
by an gt/€rgrffin buah.

In order to proulde adequate elgnt dLstancc for safe
nshleular pl:sage tbrough tha lntersectlon, lt is
n€cessary to mrr.ntaln aa tret on eacb corncr that ls
free of vtelbtltty obBtauctLons.

It ls thc rGc@reendat!.on of thls Bur.arr that the hrth
ba trlffiBdl to a halgbt of tiro fst. the Ctty Vehlclas
and ?rafftc Code (ehap. 16.26.24Oe copy ancloaed) the
ragutred porti.on of corner propertles that mrt be kett
clear of vlelblllty 6etructlong.
An lnepection stll be rnede ln ten (10) days and lf thls
obrtructlon Lag uot been rernora, the natter wtll bo
turned ovcr to the Bureau of Nelghborhood Envlronment.

w€ appreclatc liour coop,eratLon !,n help!.ng make drivlng
ln Portland safer. For further lnfornatlon call
Bon Evana of, ttra Buroau, 2{8-{tt30

slnsaraly.

!I.J. Martlnl
Sr. TraffLc Engl.neer

2 Encls.
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Mareh 13, 1980

MEMO TO THE FILES

FROM:

SUBJECT:

BiIl Stark

Bus Advantage Signal., S.E. 50th,/Division

During the Division Corridor Project meetings there has been considerabfe
discussion with Tri-Met regarding bus advantage signals, eurb extensions
and the reduction of lanes on Division between 60th and B2nd. Tri-Met
has indicated that the treatment proposed for Division would actually
hinder transit rather than improve it. They indicate that they have no
probLem now operating out of the mandatory westbound right turn lane at
60th.

Under present lane arrangements, an eastbound bus signal is not needed
at 50th since there are two lanes. While a bus signal may be advantageous
to sqne westbound buses, I feel the disadvantage to traffic far outweighs
the advantage to the bus. Because of the heavy right turn (over 509i in
a.m. peak) a bus signal would be actuated almost every cycLe even though ','
there is no bus.

If Division is reduced to one eastbound 1ane, a bus signal should not
considered unless a separate left turn Lane is provided. The reasons
the same as given in Mike Bauer's memo of January 25, I98O regarding
l9th,/Belmont bus signal (see attached).

be
are

Peak hour count (7-8 a.n., 9-27-79) indicated I,374 vehicles westbound
of which 704 (5I%) turned right and 670 (49%) proeeeded west. The peak
hour eastbound (4-5 p.m. ) indieated 812 vehicles of whieh 53 (5%) turned
left from the eenter lane, 270 ()19,6) proceeded straight ahead in the cen-
ter lane and 509 (51%) proceeded east in the outside lane.

No benefit would be derived from an eastbound bus signal. It is question-
able whether a westbound bus signal would be beneficial because of the
heavy volume of right turns whieh delays the bus in amiving at the head
of the lane. During off peak hours the bus has no problem.

There is sufficient capacity now to accomodate a bus signaL for westbound
traffic. However, a speeial detection system for buses should be installed
if it is decided to go with the signal.

B5/as
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503/24a{295

January 25, '1980

INTEROFFICE ME4ORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJ ECT

Stev

M.l^I.

Bus

e Dotterr 'Dave Hill

Ba ue

Adva eSi na] S.E. Eelmont St. and 39tha

Attached are before and after studies regarding vehic] e
backups, trave'l time, and traffic counts on S.E. Be]mont St.
and 39th Ave.

The studies are inconclusive

Vehic'l e backups inbound AM vras up 5?%, however AM inbound
travel runs showed no change in travel tjme
and after studjes. l,Jhjle the PM outbound sp
after the signal than before, the vehicle ba
outbound was 'less after than before. Some o
might be caused by the fact the before vehic
travel time runs were done approximately tr,ro

Bill Stark received numerous complaints after th
installed, mainly because of the Ieft turning ve
up the through traffic. Also r+hen traffic does
the left turning veh'i cles,
around the backup from the
be a hazard to left turning
who are not expecting this.

ad complaints of

The'letter from Ron Higby claiming

een the before
run uJa s slower
during the PM

e discrepancy
ackup, and
ths apart.

e sigrial was
hic'les holding
back up behind
peopi e going

t turn only lane. This could
icles in the opposite direction

to 20 second savings
n, is hard to believe
stops and didn't have

o start up, before this

betw
eed
ckup
fth
le b

mon

Outbound has a far side bus stop, thei'efore there is no signal
changes between before and after.

Traffjc counts were in general down or the same after the bus
signal was installed. There appeared to be no exodus of
traffic from Belmont St. to Stark St.

for each bus trip th
especially since the
to wait for the sign

weh
ri gh

veh

a5
tio
bus
nt

ru the
y had
al to

intersec
far side
turn gree

project went in. Also the probab'ility of every bus hitting
the signal at the proper time to take 1'u11 advantage of the
signal has got to be'low.

era t ona 793 6
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a Bus Advantaqe Slgnal
.January 25, 1980
Paqe 2

Attached ls a 4 hour study of the bus &vesents rmde Aqgust 30, 1979
r'trich shws that the bus arrlval ls randonr and not every bus xlll
get an advantEle.

I muld r.ecmrend re tate the slgnal out. It does verry lltt'le for
translt, and backs up other rehicles behlnd left turnlng vehlcles.

If ue do any mre of these slgnals I muld r.ecomend dolng them at
Iocat{ms where left turts are lon or prohlblted, che}.e there ls
hlghentmbers of passenger plck ups rnd drop offs, rnd nhere far
sfcie stops ar"e not feas{ble.

In aaply*ng uhat ne have learned fro-:r S.E. 39th and Belmont to the
other tm locations on S.E. Belnott, lt aopears tlat lt could be
feasible to lnstall a bus advantgge slgnal at S.E. Selmnt and 20th,
but not necescanr. S.E. 8eftmnt at thls 'locatlon ls oneuay easthound
do lhr le-G! turn problen experlencetl at 39th rould not be pnesent.
It nould be adv{seable to rerove parklrp on the south slde east of
20th for r short dlstance. Honever, slnce the per lam yolr.uaes at
thls location ane low, buses should have no trouble ent€rlng the
flow of trafflc. This ]ocrtlon ls therefore not r:ecognended for
bus aCvantage slgnals.

S.E. 60tF and Belrrnt ls a questlonable lnstallatlon slnce the
east}ound trus stop and she'ltcr are far slde and a slgnal advantage
rould do no good. The rrstbound siona'l advantage rould require
the reroval of 31 nlnute par*lng both east and west of the
fntersectlon. Th{s rnuld lnpose a hardshlp on srnll businesses ln
the area.

It is therefore recurnendeC that the bus advantage slgnalatt S.E.
39L1 and Belmont be removerl and that no conslderatlon be given at
this tlm to install{ng bus advantgge slgnals at althe" 20th or
60th Avenues.

Thls materlal {s for your rcvferr and coraaents.

l,CB:rqc
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