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Answer for or's Signature
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For Your lnformation

lnvestignte and Report

Prepare Ordinance

Proc.-Resolution

Necessary Action

Note and Comment

Note and Confer

Note and F ile

Note and Roturn

Comments Please put this woman on the list to be notified
of Council hearing on 39th c Wisteria diverter.
Thank ou ver much.

Pam Maffitt
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JuIy 8 | L977

Maybelle W. Warren
5935 N. E. 50th Avenue
PortJ-and, OR 97218

Dear Ms. Warren:

The traffic diverter at N. E. 39Lh and Wisteria has
provoked considerable controversy. It was origi-
nal1y installed at the request of the neighbors in
the area. The first design which was tested was
found unsatisfactory. A petition carrying over 200
signatures objecting to the diverter was received
by the City Council. The Bureau of Traffic Engineer-
ing agreed that the design was too confusing to
motorists using the intersection.

The diverter was then redesigned and a second one was
installed during the week of June 20. A public hear-
ing by the City Council to determine whether the diver-
ter should be made permanent is planned for mid-August.
I have asked the Bureau of Traffic Engineering to noti-
fy you of the time, date, and location so that you
can come and express your opinions.

I hope this information has been helpful. Thank you
for taking the time to write to rny office. If you
have any further questions, please call M. J. Martini
in Traffic Engineering (248-4295) or my office.

Sincer Iy,

NeiI coldschmidt

NG:pac
CC: M J. Martini, traffic Engineering
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Dear Mayor Goldschmidt:

0f great concern to me is the activity that has been taking
place at the lntersection of v'listerla, 39th and 41st Avenues.
At first rre were confronted wlth guard ralls channeling cars
through a maze. Ihen barrels (plastic) were placed all over
the street allowing room for only subcompact cars comfortably.
And now ve have cement barrlers maklng lt very awkward to
drive up 38th Avenue. In the morning I will note the dlffi-
culty negotiating the turn dorrn trli-steria to 37th Avenue.

I cantt understand the necesslty of blocking our city streets.
They should belong to the people. I have been driving to
r,rork for thirty-five years and have lived in the northEast
section of town for fifty years and a situation like this is
disgustlng.

Why donrt you try the intersection yourself and see what a
wonderful lmprovement we have .

If that is what tax payers' money is being used for, I think
evety ctty measure that comes up should be voted down.

Mayor Neil Goldschnidt
Ctty of Portland
Clty Hall

l'1220 S. W, Flfth Avenue
Port].and, Oregon 97204

June 24, 1977

EGETvED
JUN? 81977

MAYofls orEtcn

Sincerely,

27*, -/ r//,-'?/- fu-* -n,=-'t
MaybelY.e W. Warren
5935 N. E. 50 Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97218

P.S. And Irm one that didntt break any of those barrels.

cc: To the Editor
Oregonian
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Don Bergstrom
City Traffic Engineer
420 SI.I Main
Portland, Oregon
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April 18, L977

RE 39th & I^Iistaria
Traffic diverter

Dear I1r. Bergstrom:

As you know, over a year of planning and neighborhood effort
has been expended to date bringing the subject diverter Eo its
Eemporary testing status. I've been fairly active in this
neighhorhood effort dr:rlng this tiue and support the cliverter
despite the fact that it does not directly affect me as can be
deduced by my address.

This letter is intended to share with you my o$rn observations
of the project, amid the flury of petitions and resolutions con-
cerning the Eemporary barrier, in supporE of your efforts. While
neither the Eemporary barriers nor the decisions and processes
executed by your department have been without fault both have
sufficient merit to warrant permanent installaEion of a diverter.
This diverEer then, should be permanenE because:

1. It does solve traffic problems identified by that neighborhood
group including:

a) slowing traffic on 39th between Wistaria and l(notE.
b) slowing traffic on Wistaria wesE of 41st.
c) facilitating the northbound 39th ave. traffic accessing

4lst/Wistaria due to better vision clearance inherent
in the diverter design.

d) facilitating pedestrian crossing through slowing traffic
and reducing curb to curb asphalt distances.

e) accomplishing the above benefi.ts wi,thout any negative
effects. Wistaria/4Lst east of 39th has been a designaced
arterial for years and the resulting slight increase in
traffic is imperceptible.

2. The diverter has the support of the people affected despite
the fact that the quest,ionnaire designed by your office was,
through cirizen distriburion,not distributed to many people
roosE directly affected. (i,e. people west of 41st on l,listaria
did not receive a questionnaire). I do not know whether it
was an intentional exclusion of I^IisEaria residents to these
questionnaires by Ehe citizens distributingr,them or whether their
omission was the result of poor organizaxion q; gonmunication

\ ;:::*.::i"s::';::"iil";ru;53:":3il,::",,?:*:ffiq@6fffitrfr
\\ This docr:rnented neighborhood support should not .[e di-sUcfrh{f,Ad

t\\\ just 
,because petitiSns opp_osing- the temporary dfrR@qgB of

\\r\[t the diverter are received by the City.\\'\ nRn"?Jtifl?,g!r,*
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Mr. Don Bergstrom
April 18, L977

3. The diverEer supports the City's arterial streets plan by
helping force this through traffic back onto the arterials.
ObjecEions to such a diverter by people living on designated
arterials should be discounted by the City since this through
traffic is the lntended purpose of an arterial .

A traffic diverter, such as this, would certainly be deemed by the
City aEtorrrey as a quasi-judicial naEter, as opposed to a legis-
lative acEion, requiring its final decision to be based on a finding
of fact based on testimony, reporLs, and a r:eeord of a hearing. It
is difficult to imagine, then, not making a decision in favor of
a permanent diverter in light of the facts and record established
to date.

I would certainly expect a public hearing by the City Council to
review the facts and record in the event your deparEment is prone
to make a negative decision regarding establishment of a permanent
diverter. The City has been petitioned for a quasi-judicial action,
through citizen initiated petitions, and the City should folIow the
recenE court mandated procedures to insure a lega11y sustainable
deeis ion.

Sincerely yours,

t/4
Nick Steff ano ff

cc Neil Goldschmidt
Jeff White

NS: jmb
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May 6 , 19'17

Nick Vidan
Vidan & Sons Construction, Inc.
5930 N. E. 42nd
Portland, OR 97218

I22O S, W, FIFTH AVE,
PORTLAND. OR 97204

503 248 - 4120

Dear Mr. Vidan:

I have received your letter about the traffic
diverter at 39th and wisteria, and. have looked
at it myself. I can understand why it's contro-
versial. Many people have called and written
my office, some for it, and some against.

There are two primary issues involved here: one
is whether local residents should have control
over neighborhood streets, and the other is whe-
ther the solution proposed by the Bureau of
Traffic Engineering is the most workable. Resi-
dents close to this intersection identified a pro-
blem of too much traffic using what are supposed
to be neighborhood streets, and requested a diver-
ter. Two forms have been tried already, with
di-ffering 1evels of success and popularity; another
form has been suggested by the neighbors, and per-
haps will be tried in the future.
fn any case, all of these are experiments in ways
to solve the perceived problem of too much traffic
moving too quickly. They are, therefore, tempo-
rary. Before a final decision is made about whe-
ther to install a diverter, and if so what kind,
a hearing will be held before the City Council.
I hope you will attend and share your views.

mEcE[vE0
M Y 10 191?

BUREAU OF
{RAFFIC ENGINEERII{G

A
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In the meantime, I have .routed a copy of
your letter to Don Bergstrom, head of the
Bureau of Traffic Engineering, so that he
can consider your comments when he is evalua-
ting the resulta of the experiment.

Sinc rely,

ei1 oldschmidt

NGlmwc

cc! Don Bergstrom ot^/
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Conrhucllon lnc

5930 N.E. 42nd
Portland, Oregon 97218
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284-8533

& srfidan (L pr\,{

April 2L, 1977n Estimate ! Statement

Mayor Neil coldschmidt
Conunissioner Frank Ivancie
Conrnissioner Mildred Schwab
Commissioner Connie Mccready
Commissioner Charles Jordan

APR ? 51977

MAYoRs oFFlcE

EG,EIVE

City Ha11
1220 St{ Fifth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97204

Ladies and Gent].emen t

I have spent my life to date in Portlandr have been in busj.ness
for many years, and have seen many ludlcrous things going on in
our fair city, but the most recent absurdity now going onp under
the authority of our eity fathers, is beyond belief.
I am referring to the mass confusion now existing at NE 39th Avenue
and l{isteria Drive, where your traffic engineers have painted Errrowsp
placed barrel barrLcades, erected stop sign which does not poj-nt to
anfthing, etc. s etc. e and have succeeded in creating such chaos
that moEorists come to this intersection and suddenly do not ]morr
where to go. T'he barricades are knocked over constantly (tooXs
like an over-sized bowling alley) by passing driversl because they
do not know lrhich r,r-ay to turn and invariably hit a barrel ln trying
to proceed.

I observed a very near-miss auto accident whieh could have been
extremely serious, because the man came to the intersection and eould
not figure out where to go and oncoming cars were having the same
trouble. OnIy the experience and quick thinking of the drivers
prevented a catastrophe.

I ?rave traveled this particular area for years and yearsr have never
seen an accident therer have never seen a bottleneck caused by
trafficr have never been puzzled as to which way io proceed down
NE 39th Avenue - until now.

I respectfully suggest that someone with some authority and e>rperience
review this situation and for op€n€rse REMOVE the barricades (barrels)
which are costly and a critical threat when they are hit and start
ro11ing,

$.raoere1y, y'

/?,J.fo/a-'
Nick Vidan

NV:r
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