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August 18, 1922,

Mrs. Laura X. Humphreys,
654 E. Madison S5%.,

City .
Dear ‘8ir:

I thank you for your sommunicetion of
August 7, oerrying a plsa for the preservation of
the Forestry Building. ,

I em sorry that steps were not taken ssrly
in 1ts history to give it a life of one or two hundred
years, rather than bullding it merely to last during the
year of the Fair.

Four years &fo' I hed the experts of the
Governmant Forest Service, from Madison, Wisconsin, go
carefully cver the bullding, and thejr findinge were
that 1t was & physical impossibility to stop the ravages
of decay, or to do asnything which would preserve the
building in ite present condition even. It appears that
had the timbers been trezted at a nominal expense before
fungl, insects, and dry rot had made their , that
it would have lasted indefinitely. The design of the
building is such that when the horizontal logs shrink
like in any ordinary log cabin, there is & settlement
of the walls, while the vertical columns do not settle.
A dozen years ago, this situation was called to the
sttention of the late James J. Hill, and he donated some
$7,000,00 for underpinning, with the hope of delaying
the final collapse of the building. All these years it
has been impossible for us to have heat in the building
becasuse heat advances the decay at & more rapid rate.
This was shown in the Seattls Forestry Building, which
was built four years later than ours, and will probably
not lest as long a&s our own.

Prom the best information that I can get on
the subjeet, it appsars that the thing to do is to
continue the maintenance of the building as best we can,
and before all of the large timber disappears, to rebuild
it,with a necessary treatment to make it a permanent
gtructure.



Mrs, L.E.Hs TPage 2.

I do not belisve thaet anything could be
done to fix up the warped an@ racked stairways and
balconies, and if any fund cam be created, it
should be toward reconstruction. :

fhenking you for your interest in a
gubjeet which I consider is a uniqn’ exhibit of
Oresgod, 1 beg to remain,

Yours very truly,

C. P, Eeyser,
SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS.

CPK:GBR



March 14, 1924

CoPY FOR YUUR INFURMATI N

Portland “hamber of Yommerce,
Oregon Puildinz,
City

aentlemens

In convarsation to-day with Superintendent of Psrke Keyser,

he stated that on sccount of there being nco funds available

for the purpose he is unable to make needed revsris to the Forestry
Buildins which is in.a deploruable conditicn end will soon go to
pieces unless some very urgent work is done, He states spproximately
$3,000 is required snd, if these rerairs are amde, it will last =
numbec of years longer,

This buildins is, or should be, the pride of Portlsnd and it

seems te me your orcanizaticn should teke the matter up with a
view to raising the necessary funds even if it must be done by
private subscription., ‘he exgerlior appearsnce of the buildinz is
likewige deplorsable since msny of the windows are broken,

I heve occasion to pass the building twice a day and it is
surprising how msny tourists visit it to see the wonderful fir
loze used in ites construction,’ Frobably nowhere else in the
world is there such an exhibition of big timber: certainly no
other such exhibition of Fir.

I commend this mustter to your considsration and trust you will
initiats some acticn whieh will result in obtaining the necessary
fundsa, I em sure lir. Keyser will be only too glad to sprear
before your Board at any time for the purpose of saecguainting you
with the facts,

Yours very truly,

E. D, Kingsley
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70 THE CHAMBER.

Mr. C. P. Keyser,
Bureau of Parks,
CITY OF PORTLAND,
City Hall, Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Keyser:

I am attaching, hereto, copy of a letter received from Mr.
E. D, Kingsley, President, West Oregon L,mber Company, this
city, which is self explanatory.

This matter was referred to the Outdoor Recreation Committee
and it was suggested thet we ask you to give us a2 report

in writing as to the approximate cost of putting the Forestry
Building in good condition, and to submit same to the committee
at their meeting April 1st, when the matter will be up for
further discussion.

Wle would appreciate it very much if you could meet with the
committee at their noon luncheon meeting at 12:15, main dining
room of the Chamber of Commerce, next Tuesday.

Very %fuly yours,

Arthur A, Goldsmith, Chairman
OUTDOOR RECREATICON COMMITTEE
S Portlend Chamber of Commerce

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
F THE

MEMBER ]
oF
o
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Mr, Arthur H, Goldsmith, Chairman, .
Outdoor Reereatioh Comnittee,
Portland Chamber of Commerce.

Dear 5ir: Ty T
In the matter of the ocondition of the Fores Building
tﬁnalv.

a—_—

o~

which has been called to ﬂur attention by Mx, E, D,
permit me to outline the history of the building.

As you aye doubtless sware it was built to serve as the
Oregon Build for the Lewis and Claxk Fair in 1904, A
time 1t was 1% 1t was coneldered only as an exhibit and was
not u{outad to last longer than another Pair building, After the
Falr olosed, however, it was shown such :

int of interest in Portland that the
E:nd and made 1t = of the 2
the building i€ that, like all log houses, the walls which are
laid horizontally shrink and allow the eaves to settle, while the
oolumns whioch do not shrink longitudinally hold the raf
tween the walls in the original position which is very hard on
the roof and alao on the interior baloonies which are sustained
by beams fastened to the horizontal logs of the walls on one end
and to the vertiocal logs on the other. ;

ithen the settlement of the walls beoame serious enough to
wrack things out of shape, ir, James J, Hill donated $6,000,00
to underpin the walle and thue give the m:.di.ngnmiuu on
1ife, BSome seven or eight yeara some of the experts from
the Porest Products Laboratory of the . 5, Porest Service went
carefully over the tuilding and reported thet twenty youra wounld
be about the limit of time that the muilding might safel

maintained from the date of its sonstruotion, also d st
that time that 1f consideration had been given to preserving the
wood when it was tuilt, it might have 100 yesrs instead of

20, Now at the end v¥ the 20 year period we are still able to
maintain the exhibit although, of course, there is more and more de~
u{ and more and more ts of the baleonies have to be shut up.

But our advice is now that if we_counld spend- something like $3,000,00
in npﬁ.::, pﬂno‘ip':;ly tgﬂ Ih. ro_‘oltz;- thal u&i’%dggs wo bf:r“ﬁ for
another five years spending perhaps [1,000,00 a year for main-
ternance., I believe the upoﬁign of that nmaeh meney, or twice

a8 much, for the next five years wounld ﬂon a valuable benefit

and I am hoping that enough interest will be exhibited by the



Augnst 2, 1926

'r. He Be ler
Buildiug M“Oﬂ'a

Denr Sir:

Last week I asked Mr. :.n.nmmmmm»muhmh
exporionce iu logging and eaw mill operationa to give me & report

on the salvage value of the Poregtry He estimates that
fthere is spproxima mmmmtut in the building and
that there is = gonsiderabls tion of 4t which could be work .
up into several grades of mostly ties and gquares and more or
x«m thought that we might realise u.ooo.no out of

At time I would 1ile to request that you make
ins{n‘u_woftha building and advics if you consider 1t safe for
b ﬂmmonl for another year.

Yery truly yours,

§

Superintendent of Parks









April 2, 1930

it

¥rs. Elizabeth M, McClure,
263 Montgomery Street,
Portland, Oregon.

Dear Mrs. McClure:

I thank you for your interesting account of
the Forestry Building. Inecidentally I have taken the liberty
of having two coplies made of it in case anything happened to
your manuscript and it should not be availabdble, I would be able
to dig up the information 1later.

In one place it reads as though Oscar Huber were the
arghitect. My understanding is that Whidden and Lewis were the
architects on the build and it was really planned by A. E. Doyle.
I am informed elso that Linecoln Beamley was the featured aeronaut
at the Lewis and Clark Fair.

I had a nice little visit with My, McClure along the linu
Mrs, Batson spoke of., Am sorry that'there is no immediate -
prospect of our nking‘botm use of his time and talents in
connection with the Parthenon,

Again thanking you, I am,

Very trly jmzu .

Superintendent of Parks
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Twenty-four years ago, before our youngest voters were born,
the Forestry building was com>10tcd as an exhibit for the Lewis
end Clark Fair, October 19, 1905, it was turned over to the city
as a permanent exhkiibition.
News items of 1905, the ysar of this building's comﬁ¢eu10h,
seem of the long ago, even to the older Tolks, Among the re-
portorial columns of that year, we find mentioned,- =

"A Jetter presenting a souvenir coin of the Fair to
ave]

"Aeronauts will compete at the Fair."”
"Airship of Roy Enabenshue at Fair."”
"Joaguin Miller at the Fair."
"Patriotic talks on German Day."
Elbert Hubbard to speak at Fair."
"Mrs. Abigail Scot® Duniway's Day

WCaptain Peary wants to make one more effort to reach
the North Pole.”
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May 9, 1905 saw the start of the first tramscontinental
avto race, from lNew York to Fortland. It was betweem two roadsters,
and was wen by Dwight B. Huss, in 44 days and 6 hours.”

it would mean but

While this 1905 seems long ago,
24 small yearly zs on one of our Cregon firs, Hardly a showing
on any of the huge pillars which are the decided beauty of this
edifice.

The construction contract was let to the lowest bidder,
Mr. Burrell, in June, 1904, for $30,165.00, material being
fuvuiaueq by the L““OQ Llon The labor contract on log placement

ounted to $14,000.00. The St. Louis Forestry was to be repeated

at QCTU&EH@.

The foreman, Mr. Ike Heisey, used & derrick to 1ift the logs.
To reaise the logs into upright positon, he bored & hole near the
top of each TQJ,e log and i“sertea a 2+ inch steel shaft aund
hooked @ chain over the end In this manner, with 112 horse

vower, the logzs could safe¢y and sccurately be lifted up and
placed.
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The logs were loaded gingle deck; the large ones, one to a
set of trucks. 3mall donkey engines, now used as loaders, yarded
these logs. Using one and one-eight inch main line, with one
and two block purchase, these small donkey en;izcs drazged the
logs about 1000 feet to the rollways , where the loaders loaded
them with Jjack-screws.




The loggers used grabs instead of choiers %o hook onto the
butt end of the logs. The hewn grab holes may be seen near the
bottom of the large fir pillars.

» The boom men separated the logs, making up two rafts the
Forestry building, and held them at Clatskanie, Ore., a good baem~
ing ground, scross the river, until the puilders were ready fTor
them in Pcrtland.

When the river was at the right height, the rafts were towed
to the entrance of Guild's Laske and Lroken and. towed through
the lake to the shute up which they were drawn. The tramway or
shute especially constructed to protect the bark in transii was
1550 feet long.

The heisey crew worked day end night for four deays. The 24
of July, 1904, they started towing them into the lake, and as the
Willemette River was Talling, it was imperative that uu@ work
be Tipnished while the water flooded the Guild's lake outlet.

On the eve of July 6, 1904, they fimished, Mr. Burrell had sent
their meals to them durlnr this time, but the last evening the
bed in the old Esmond hotel, looked better than supper.

It took from April to June of 1904 for the loggers to get
out the perfect logs spotited as stumpage amonz the rest of the
logging settings. As a result, the sap had come up and made
some of the bark slick, which scaled in the final work. They
had hoped to fell the entire lot while %the sap was at rest and
the bark in the best of conditicn %o insure its adhesion to the

trunks

The smaller logs in lengths of four to twelve Teet were
brought from Clsckeamas County, east of Poriland, and those of
-twelye to thirty fest lenrth were brought Trom Paidie‘, dre.

The totel area of the Forestry building is 21,945 square
feet. The logs are all of Douglas fir, except two hemlock and
four of the outside pillars which ars of Facific red cedar, cub
in Golumbia County, Ore.

To cover the roofl, it reguired 30,000 fir shakes, four feetl
long, and for the siding trimmings, 43,000 fir berk sghingles.
These fir shakes wers later re ﬁlacﬂd with 1,400,000 red cedar
shingles, as the latter are less lisble to ¢upping ard Pfurnish a
cloger fifting vroof, 4Again in 1628, the building hed snother
roof', the tﬁlrd, and shingles of tne letest cut now adorn the :

top of this berk-robed building. |

If the logs in this building were placed on end, they would .
gover a distance of two miles and esch one is from Tive to six
feet in diameter, Bight miles of fir poles were also used. The |
balcony is texn feet wide.
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gr@und Al of thse r;eces are hewi for the
a few places where the windows were Titted.
sawmd and the window frfmes Titted irnto the centers of
making very deep casings.

The F@restry building is 206 feet long, 102 feet wide and

72 feet high. The rafters or cross beams are the size of ordi-
nary perk trees. The floor contains 22,000 feet of vertical
graiu Tir i¢u0r1ng in which a gingle defect such as knot or

pitch seam cannot be found. The heaviest log, weighing 35 tons,
was lifted into wl ace at the rate of 30 fest per minute, The
whole building at the time of construction weighed 32,640 touns.
Wells end pillars rest on a firm concrete foundation. The building
was finished March 8, 1905,

There were no serious accidents during the handliing of these
immense logs, and the expertness of the enginesr saved one laborer's
& 1y

and, which was snu*nly held between two logs, when he so ste
old the lever until the proper balamcing could be o
play as he raised the log sl-;gt‘y and released z

e ;3‘ &3“'

£

Permanent decorations of pine cones, hanging in gerlands,
Testoon the balcony edge.

Upon entering the bullding, one steps between two immense
upright logs, and stops to gaze down 200 foot avenue, lined
on sach side with Tourteen of the larze log pillars. Visitors
have made curious remarks, such as,

"Are they real logs?®

One Bogton lumberman, with his wife and daughter visiting the

building when unfinished, ashed, "Are they pieces of logs Qlaed
together?” ' |

Another woman tourist said, "Isn't it wonderful the way they
grew; all in a line like that?"
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op County Oregon fir stump,

measure 9 feet, 4 inches in chmeter, and rings off the age of
975 years.

One of the most impressionable displavrs is a tide-land spruce,
178 years old, which had spreouted and thrust its roots into the
dCCu“iuc bark of & fallen Pori Orford cedar, &lmost @ century

efore Lewis and Clark resched Oregon, It enw—lo; ¢ the still

SOLul log ané rooted in the soil. The cedar log h&s 304 annual
rings and had fallen when only Indians populated America. It was
a tree 2 feet in diemeter when Columbus discoversd America.

One of the most beautiful exhibits showing the Time grain
of the different wood is that of the maple burls. Polished
surfaces bring out the exquisite curis. One in the rough measures
about 4 x 5 feet =nd would be worth a thousand dollars or more,
for veneering.

Above the balcony, near the roof, one finds & little landing

platform or crow's nest, which firemen used as a look-out

"11ﬁ% the Lewis and Clark Feir, when this building housed
wonderiful and priceless exhibits, but none so priceless as itself.
It is worthy of constant protection.
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n May 19, 1905, Director of Exhibits, Dosch, when hearing the
Pipe organ in thu "aTlarv found the acoustics perfect and the idea
] ing the "Oregon Cathedral.”

piy

occurred to him to call t‘ls buiid

e said that "SOﬁetthg of the majesty of the Oregon forests
i1l be conveyed when tite organ moans *the sombev"css of the

Oregon-  fir forest, witl its immense trunks and high waving

branches, while uuout the base of the trees there is a stillness
of night at noon.*"
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Among the ones who have appreciated the Forestry building,
is James J. Hill, who Tifteen years ago gave $15,000.00 with
which to build a concrete foundation under & part of the building
which was sagging.

In 1914, the City Council directed the Depariment of Publie
Works to make a thorough investigetion into the proposed improvement
of Upshur Street to ascertain if the lmprovement would interfere

with the Forestry building. IT it would have, the street lines
and grades were to be changed so as to protect the building.

~

The Portland Telegram carri en editorial conductive to
this thought, "For the preservation of the Forestry building, the
Oriental Ttuilding on the lLewis & Clark Fair grounds site is being
wrecked. It is the sensible thing to do. We should be at every
pains to protect the Forestry building from destruwction. As the
Vears pass, we will be exceedingly proud of thig structure for
the reason thet it will be typical of the earlier Oregon, and a
monument preserving the memory of one of the important events in the
history of the state. The velue of this edifice camnnot be expressed
in set terms. It partakes of history eand sentiment and is ebove
eny computation in terms of money.

&
(9]
o

At the close of the Fair, Coney Island wanted the Forestry
building. George C. Lynch said the syndicate he represented was
willing to spend $200,000,00 in purchasing and movimgz the building
to New York, -- that it would be worth §1,000,000.00 to him and his
associates. They would load it on a ship and move it vis Cape Horm.

Mr. Lyneh wanted the original and not en imitation as Col., Dosch
sugeested, as fame of the bullding had spread from one end of the
country to the other. It having been at the L., & C. Exposition
would add to its value as an amusement feature.

In these few years many changes have come among the buildings and
surroundings. To the norfh, one looks across the filled-in Guild?s
Lake acreage to the Gas plant. Instead of the water, reflecting
the trees, shrubs, sky and the Feir's govermment buildings on the

island, we see an air-plane and training field, oceanic terminals,
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industrial sites with railroad tracks pencilipm the sand. In the
distance, plene after plane circles and alighits on our costly
and most besutiful air-port of Swan Island.

Lindbergh hes grown to manhood, made the record and soared
above our old building, whose logs would disdein the youth of

this new enterprise.

Werdway sports past the door, calling attention to the newer
buildings Dsraer‘p: it, as it winds down to the thread of Linnton
road,

?igeons coo and bill end strut as they did during the gala
deys of the Fair, but now have %o seek food as they house themselves
the iulet eaves, across the way from a staked cow, chewing
her 2ud.

On the hills to the northwest one looks upon a sea of young
trees. Mr. Haack, a veteran of the City of Poytl&ng scrx‘ce who is
the present care-taker of the Forestiry building, sat upor tJlS north
veranda and told me of a time, thirty years ago, Whu- t ut hill was
covered with split cord-wood. A brush fire came and burned 800

cords of the wood, owned by one Eill Cramer.

From the 100 3
Mt. Hood, which is the only near
to «’ig&‘).

on the east, one has & view of
hing our logs can reverence as

From the west 100 foot veranda, we look r*on the heautiful
and expensive homes of Westover terrtcos -~ Lerreces made possible
by the slucing of the rugged hills, as the uL't was carried to
£ill in Guild's lake.

Mr. Hesack guotes remarks made by visitors. He says that all
tourists and visitors declare the building o be wonderful. Some

i
say amazing thing
The Forestiry building can be arﬁ is considered far and away
the best advertisement of Oregon's timber resources.
Praise and gratifude is due Oscar Hub e: thc architect, and
Thorbu ru F0ss, an attorney, who conceived many of the original
ideas embodied in the log bullﬁiag.

"Thirty years a e of Tennessee held a centennial
exposition at Nashvi ital,

At that time, the major attraction was a plaster and staff
of the Athenian Parthenon. Thousands came to see and admire.
When the flimsily construeted edlf_C° Detuﬂ to fall into decay,
after a lapse of two decades, the board of Park Commissioners of

-

Nashville decided %o replace it by a Weruapeut structure made of imita-

mnerble, a composition of cement, sand and varicolored pebbles
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Was USEdse seevessesnss 1ne Parthenon at Nashville now stands
completed like the one in the Grecian capital of twenty-four cen-
turies azo, on & slight elevatiom.” (Mentor - May, '27.)

Since Nashville saw £it to give permanency to en alien attrac-
tion, Portlend should net hesitate to preserve at any cost, a
building which cannot easily be duplicated or imitated.

Until air coaveyances of some kind can deliver such logs,
it will be almost impossible to repeat this work of art, due to
distance of transportation by reil,

May many visitors teo our Forestry building, feel the reverence
of Alexander Wilbourne Weddle, who wrote in the Neational Geographiec
Magazine of December, 1922,

"I vigited the Parthenon in all its overwhelming grandsur
and gevere beauty.”

"There are thiings in this world which we s¢ love or so admire

that we are loath to praise them, lest by clumsy or ill~clhiosen
eulogy we should harm or diminish what we are fain to honor."

U] felt this before the Parthenon.®



THE TEMPLE OF FORESTRY

Portland, Oregon, is a town of the woods. ©Since 1823 when
David Douglas came up the river as far as a sailing vessel could bring
him, and thereupon made his preliminary exploration of the Douglas fir
region afoot, a city at the head of navigation was predestined to be-
come the timber capital of the world. It is therefore fitting that a
distinctive temple of forestry should symbolize the native setting in
the grandest forest that man has known.

In all periods of history peoples have builded monumental edi-
fices, according with the spirit of their aspirations, and reflecting
their bents for architectural expression. In a region of grand rivers,
majestic mountains, and magnificent forests, contrived artificial temples
would seem superfluous. They add little or nothing to the picture, are
more likely to detract. Therefore it is not passing strange that in
the vicinity of the City caliled Portland, there has been erected no
cathedral, no shrine, no grand object of conventional art to signalize
the civilization or the worship of the living; neither have the denizens
of the region where rolls the Oregon, gone in for a great war memorial
or a gathering place for the multitude, to compare with adjuncts of
urban living made common in other localities.

In 1905, rortland staged a World's PFair to celebrate the passing
of a century since Lewis and Clarke proved up on the annexation of the
only portion of the U.S.A. that has never been suzerain to a flag other
than the stars and stripes, and by the same token, while it was not
realized at its inception the Lewis and Clarke Fair marked the end of
an era in Portland's metropolitan history. Wooden sidewalks and planked
streets did not long survive the Fair. Fish wheels and salmon canneries
on the Colwnbia River had seen their day, and expanses of loggedeff
land were beginning to accent the new cry of conservation resounding

nation wide. National forest reserves had their beginnings. Concrete
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and steel had not replaced bricks and timbers in downtown buildings.
Still and all Portland continued to be and for that matter still is
the lumber capital of the world.

The Oregon State Building of the Lewls and Clarke Exposition
was buillt in the form of a giant house of logs and was named the Forest-
ry Building.

Designed only to serve during the fair, it caused so much public
interest and admiration that the City acquired it and made it a part
of its park system, and although all other traces of the layout of the
exposition have long since disappeared, the Forestry Building still
stands and serves to impress, visitors. Left in comparative silence,
the noises and babble of the fair removed, it is more awe-inspiring as
it slowly settles to decay, than when it was new, if anything may seem
new when made up of trees that were centuries old, before they were
felled and their trunks rafted up the river and ranged into a preten-
tlous shelter for the works of the whiteman. No man-made thing or
work in and about Portland is as telling to visitors as is our Forestry
Building.

The original construction cost was only some $30,000. The timber
was donated. To duplicate it today would cost several times that much.
Whét is more, it cannot be duplicated in any other region. The struc-
ture is 206 feet long, 102 feet wide, and the ridge of the roof is 72
feet above the floor. The rafters are the trunks of large trees. The
floor contains 22,000 board feet of perfect vertical grain fir flooring,
l.e. without knot pitch pocket or wind shake flaw, a veritable lumber
grader's dream of quality.

There is a total of a million board feet of timber in tﬁe entire
building. liach of the columns composed of tree trunks 6 feet in diameter
and standing 54 feet high will make 8,000 board feet, of high grade

lumber and manv laths. There are 684 of thess monavrha AF +hn Pama~s



standing up and serving as columns or plllars. The walls composed of the
same sort of timber, are laid up horizontally in regular log cabin
fashion, hewed for bearing and notched at corners. The logs are nearly
all of Louglas fir. Two of hemlock, and four of western red cedar among
the outside pillar trees are notable exceptions. All of the timber was
laid with bark intect, and 1t has been maintained in its natural state.

A feature of the architecture is the exterior covering of the
gables, with a facing of bark taken from smaller trees, and used to serve
in the manner of rustic siding. 04dly enough the bark siding has remained
in near perfect preservation without any attention, while a constant war-
fare on insects, borers, fungus and dry rot, has been waged in order to
preserve the wood within the bark thfoughout the building. No heat or
light is permitted in the building, because neat aids the propogation
and growth of all forms of biological parasites, and light attracts un-
desirable insects. No preservative treatment was applied when the build-
ing was constructed back in 1904, as it was intended to stand only for
the duration of the Fair. More recent research 1ln wood preservation
has disclosed the possibility of an inexpensive treatment that would
have added centuries to the life of the building, whereas, as it stands,
the very magnitude of the timbers, and the constant losing fight of the
caretaker on the agents of deterioration are all that have prevented
complete ruin long ago.

Repairing log cabins 1is a process that just isn't done. And
when 1t comes to restoring them they are rebuilt altogether. This
should be done before long in the case of the Forestry Building, for
two reasons. First, it is eminently worthwhile for the timber capital
city to have its capitol building. Second, it won't be many years hence
when the fungi and the bugs and other agencies of destruction have won

their fight and our unique temple will be only a memory. Further, un-



-4 -

less action to rebuild is started soon there will be no trees of the
calibre available, with which the building might be duplicated.

Formerly there was housed within it an extensive collection of
the cones of evergreen trees. There are some fine specimens of differ-
ent woods dressed to show grain structure. One of the most impression-
able displays 1s a tide-land spruce, 173 years old, which had sprouted
and thrust its roots into the decaying bark of a fallen Port Orford cedar,
almost a century before Lewis and Clarke reached Oregon. It enveloped
the still sound log and rooted in the soil. The cedar log has 304 annual
rings and had fallen when only Indians populated America. It was a tree
2 feet in dlameter when Columbus discovered America.

The Forestry Building lent inspiration to Mayor Harry Lane at
the time of the Falr to propose an annual Festival of Roses, distinctive
of Portland which had become the City of Roses along with its sawdust
tang. The Rose Festival also prevalls as a characteristic of the civic
life of Portland's citizens.

The Forestry Building during all its history has been'used only
as an exhibit of trees and a temple of the plant world.

Make a pilgrimage to this temple, and admire it while you are

yet privileged.



Report of visitors in Forestry Building

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

1938

1531
1525
1790
2244
3171
4178
5883
5524
3800
1924
1398
1443



April 5, 1040,

¥rs. Myrtle Nunmn,
318 N. 12th Street,
Phoenix, Arizona.

Dear ilrs. Nunnt

I have Just roceived your letter of
¥arch 22nd requesting information on the Foreatry
Bullding. I am enclosing a copy of an article
which I bellieve will give you most of the prine
ocipal information you have requested.

There was also published some ten years
g0, & feature article in the Fortland
Oregonlan ¢h gave more detalls of how the logs
were brought in and the bullding erecteds While

might be interested in more detall I doubt if
t is worth your while to run 1t down. 8o far as
I know the buillding 1s the lergest "log cabin" in
I do not see that that feature

the world, alth
adds snything to R s quelity.
Yours very truly,

Superintendent of Parks.



THE FORESTRY BUILDING

In the spring of 1806 the expedition of lewis and Clark
paesed the mouth of the Willamette river on its return trip after
wintering on the lower Columbia et the present site of Astoria,
Learning from Indians of the presence of the river, the mouth of
which was hidden from sight by islends, Captein Clark set out to
explore it. He ascended 1t for several miles, end that night wrote
in his jJournal: "This valley is bounded westward by the mounteinous
country bordering the ccast, {rom which it extends eastward thirty
milea in e direct line till it is closed by the range of mountelins
croseing the Columbia shove the great fells. Its length from north
to south we ere uneble tc determine, but we believe that the velley
nmast extend to & great distence: It is in faet the only desirable
sltvation for & settlement on the western side of the Locky mountains,
and belng neturally fertile, would, if properly cultivated, afford
subaistence for forty or filty thousand souls.”

In 1905 the Lewis and Clark Feir was held, to show the
progress made in the Oregon country during the intervening one hundred
yeers. Il wes decided that a great log cabin, the largest in the
world, might well depict the products of the forests, as well as honor
the achievements of Oregon's pioneer settlers. The Forestry Building,
designed by Architect A. E. Doyle, was built by the state at a cost
of over 30,000, entirely of the produects of llorthwest forests. Two
miles of fir logs five and six feet in diemeter, eight miles of poles,
45,000 fir shakes, and 30,000 fir bark shingles, went intc its con-
struction.

Soon after the exposlition the state presented it tec the City
of Portland, which hes maintained it since.



September 10, 1940,

Mr. O. B. Van Dusger, Fres.,
Imman-Poulsen Lumber Compauy,
Ft. of 8. E. Caruthers,
Portland, Oregone.

Dear Mr., Van Duger:

As you know, I have been "crying in the wilder-
ness" for e new Forestry Bullding, with brighter hopes lately
of relocating it on Council Crest.

A couple of years ago & contrasctor who was de=-
livering peelers from Bugene to Urays Harbor told me
that i1t would cost nbm:z»oo aplece to deliver sixty-five
8ix foot tree trunks to Councll Crest, but that it would not
be long, at the rate they are going, until they could not be
had for love or money.

At the seme time I had some confabs with different
U. S« Forest officiaels in the line of inguiry on methods of
preservation. While the findings were not conclusive, I was
left with the impression that it would be a relatively easy
matter to girdle the selected trees and apply blue stone in
golution to be teken up in the sap circulation, causing the
tree to die on the stump but preserving 1t sgainst ravages
oi' glilmnat: and fungl, as well a&s holding the bark if timed
: t.

Tomorrow the Chember of Commerce is paying sn
official call to the Paciflc Flywood mill et Willamina. Hurrab
for the enterprisel! But how's about setting asbout saving a
hundred trees for & show on Council Crest?

I don't know the people or the game but it would
seem that the Douglas Fir Assoclation or the timber industr
in general should find it worthwhile to set up another exhibit
as significant as our old Forestry Bullding. And surely there
must be broader interests to enlist. How can this town do
without something of the kind?

This is by way of ennouncing that I have notions
of descending on you for some competent advice on how to get
the timber.

Yours very truly,



From Dept. of
To Dept. of
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

Bureau of Buildings December 26,1941
Finance
Bureau of Parks (attention Mr. <. F. "iegand)

Condition of columns in Forestry Building

Dear Bir:

In response to your verbal recuest, an
investigation was made of the condition of the
Forestry Building, particularly with reference
to two wooden columns which have settled.

A report of this investigation, made
by Inspector E. .. Dunlap, is herewith attached.
According to this report it is quite evident that
something should be done to improve conditions,
although it does not aprear that any special
hazard exists.

Yours very truly,

Ay ——

Inspector of Buildings




From Dept. of
To Dept. of
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

Building Division December 26,1941

H. %, Plummer, Inspector of Buildings

Condition of columns in Forestry Building.

Dear Zir:

The Park Department having reported that
two columns in the Forestry Building were settling
vadly, an inspection was made,

The columns referred to are two outside
coluuns which support portions of the outside ,
balconies and portions of the roof. One column stands
on the westerly side at the southerly end of the bal-
cony and only a few feet from the pottom of a valley
rafter at the intersection of the roof.

There are "webfoot™ gutters on the roof
which carry the water to an opening in the gutter
at the valley rafter. 14 downspout was supposed to
be installed here, but this has never been done and
the water runs down onto the lawn near the bottom
of the column above referred to. 4 drein pipe has
been installed against the bottom of the column. A
ditch was dug for the installation of the drain pipe
and after the pipe was installed, the ditch was re-
filled with dirt. Thether the drain pipe extends to
a dry-well or sewsr could not be determined.

The water from the roof has formed a mud
puddle a few feet from the bottom of the column and
the dirt in the ditch being soft has permitted the
water to soek down around the footing under the column,
and to cause settlement of the column.

This column has settled six inches and
leaves the roof unsupported at this point. However,
there is no sagging in the roof, as the stringers
above the columns are ample to support the load.

There is some dry rot on the outside of
the column, but it appeared to the inspector that
there is sufficient solid wood in the center to carry
all loads imposed. The amount of solid wood in the



HEP - 2 Columns in Forestry Buildine 12-26-41

column could not be determined without equipment
which the inspector did not have at hand.

The other column referred to by the Park
Department is on the easterly side of the building
at the northerly end of the balcony and the sams
condition exists there, except that the water from
the roof has a better chance to flow away and does
not soak into the ground so much. The settlement
of this column 1s only about three inches.

Downspouts and drain pipes which operate
in a proper manner should be installed and a com-

plete check should be made to determine the stability
of the columns.

Respectfully submitted,

Chief Inspector, Building Division



From Dept. of
To Dept. of
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

January 2, 1942.

Parks

Mr. C. P. Keyser, Supt.

Dear Sir:

Submitted herewith 1s communication from
the Inspector of Buildings, dated December 26th,
relative to condition in Forestry Building, in which
he suggests taking care of the roof drainage as a
partial prevention of the settling.

I have an estimate of the cost of replac-
ing the down spouts and repairing the gutters for
$153.00. I would respectfully recommend that this be
done.

Yours very truly,

Asst. Superintendent of’ﬁgiks.

W:d















THE TEMPLE OF FORESTRY

by
C. P. KEYSER
1943

Portland, Oregon is a town of the woods. Since 1823, when David Douglas
came up the river as far as a sailing vessel could bring him and thereupon made
his preliminary exploration of the Douglas fir region afoot, & city at the head
of navigation was predestined to become the timber capital of the world. It is,
therefore, fitting that a distinctive temple of forestry should symbolize the
native setting in the grandest forest that man has known.

In all periods of history peoples have builded monumental edifices, ac-
cording with the spirit of their aspirations, and reflecting their bents for
architectural expression. In a region of grand rivers, majestic mountains and
magnificent forests, contrived artificial temples would seem superfluous. They
add little or nothing to the picture, are more likely to detract. Therefore,
it is not passing strange that in the vicinity of the City called Portland there
has been erected no cathedral, no shrine, no grand object of conventional art,
to signalize the civilization or the worship of the living; neither have the
denizens of the region '"Where rolls the Oregon" gone in for a great war memorial
or a gathering place for the multitude, to compare with adjuncts of urban living
made common in other localities.

In 1905, Portland staged a World's Fair to celebrate the passing of a

century since Lewis and Clark proved up on the annexation of the only portion

of the U,5.A. that has never been suzerain to a flag other than the stars and
stripes. And, by the same token, while it was not realized at its inception,

the Lewis and Clark Fair marked the end of an era in Portland's metropolitan
history. Wooden sidewalks and planked streets did not long survive the Fair.
Fish wheels and salmon canneries on the Columbia River had seen their day and
expanses of logged-off land were beginning to accent the new cry of conserva-
tion resounding nation-wide. National forest reserves had their beginnings.
Concrete and steel had not yet replaced bricks and timbers in downtown buildings.
Still and all, Portland continued to be, and for that matter still is, the lumber

capital of the world.

The Oregon State Building of the Lewis and Clark Exposition was built in
the form of a giant house of logs and was named the Forestry Building.

Designed only to serve during the fair, it caused so much public interest
and admiration that the City acquired it and made it a part of its park system,
and although all other traces of the layout of the exposition have long since
disappeared, the Forestry Building still stands and serves to impress visitors.
Left in comparative silence, the noises and babble of the fair removed, it is
more awe-inspiring as it slowly settles to decay than when it was new, if any-
thing may seem new when made up of trees that were centuries old before they
were felled and their trunks rafted up the river and ranged into a pretentious
shelter for the works of the white man. No man-made thing or work in and about
Portland is as telling to visitors as is our Forestry Building.

The original construction cost was only some $30,000. The timber was do-
nated. To duplicate it today would cost several times that much. What is more,
it cannot be duplicated in any other region. The structure is 206 feet long,
102 feet wide, and the ridge of the roof is 72 feet above the floor. The
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rafters are the trunks of large trees. The floor contains 22,000 board feet of
perfect vertical grain fir flooring, i.e., without knot, pitch pocket, or wind
shake flaw, a veritable lumber grader's dream of quality.

There is a total of a million board feet of timber in the entire building.
Each of the columns composed of tree trunks 6 feet in diameter and standing 5L
feet high will make 8,000 board feet of high grade lumber and many laths. There
are 6l of these monarchs of the forest standing up and serving as columns or
pillars. The walls composed of the same sort of timber are laid up horizontally
in regular log cabin fashion, hewed for bearing and notched at corners. The
logs are nearly all of Douglas fir; two of hemlock and four of western red cedar
among the outside pillar trees are notable exceptions. All the timber was laid
with bark intact and it has been maintained in its natural state.

A feature of the architecture is the exterior covering of the gables, with
a facing of bark taken from smaller trees and used to serve in the manner of
rustic siding. Oddly enough, the bark siding has remained in near perfect pre-
servation, without any attention, while a constant warfare on insects, borers,
fungus and dry rot has been waged in order to preserve the wood within the bark
throughout the building. No heat or artificial light is permitted in the build-
ing, because heat aids the propagation and growth of all forms of biological
parasites, and light attracts undesirable insects. No preservative treatment
was applied when the building was constructed back in 190k, as it was intended
to stand only for the duration of the fair. More recent research in wood pre-
servation has disclosed the possibility of an inexpensive treatment that would
have added centuries to the life of the building, whereas, as it stands, the very
magnitude of the timbers and the constant losing fight of the caretaker on the
agents of deterioration are all that have prevented complete ruin long ago.

Repairing log cabins is a process that just isn't done. And when it comes
to restoring them, they are rebuilt altogether. This should be done before
long in the case of the Forestry Building for two reasons. First, it is emi-
nently worthwhile for the timber capital city to have its capitol building.
Second, it won't be many years hence when the fungi and the bugs and other agen-
cies of destruction have won their fight and our unique temple will be only a
memory. Further, unless action to rebuild is started soon, there will be no
trees of the caliber available with which the building might be duplicated.

Formerly there was housed within it an extensive collection of the cones of
evergreen trees., There are some fine specimens of different woods dressed to
show grain structure. One of the most impressionable displays is a tide-land
spruce, 173 years old, which had sprouted and thrust its roots into the decaying
bark of a fallen Port Orford cedar almost a century before Lewis and Clark
reached Oregon in 1805. The cedar log has 304 anmual rings and had fallen when
only Indians populated America. It was a tree 2 feet in diameter when Columbus
discovered America.

The Forestry Building lent inspiration to Mayor Harry Lane at the time of
the Fair, on the occasion of the staging of the traditional Rose Show, to
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propose an annual Festival of Roses, distinctive of Portland which had become
the City of Roses along with its sawdust tang. The Rose Festival also prevails
as a characteristic of the civic life of Portland's citigens.

The Forestry Building during all its history has been used only as an
exhibit of trees and a temple of the plant world.

Make a pilgrimage to this temple and admire it while you are yet privi-
leged.

#2082



CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

From Dept. of Building Division January 13,1944
To Dept. of Finance
Addressed to C. P. Keyser, Superintendent of Parks

Subject Condition of Forestry Building, N.W. Upshur St.,nezar
N.W. 28th Avenue.

Dear Sir:

Ih accordance with your request, inspection
has been made of the Forestry Building at N.W. Upshur
Street and N.W. 28th Avenue, with special referencs
~——._ to the frieze and the outside columns of the building.

ol The frieze or the planchers of this bulilding
»/are in the form of slabs which were four to six inches
</ thick, exclusive of the bark. When they were placed,
oy 537 the bark was on the slabs. Most of the bark has now
oy ./ fallen off. The slabs were attached to the lookouts

g with heavy spikes and now that the bark has fallen
off, this leaves the heads of the spikes exposed. In
one place the outer or summer wood on the slab is
also peeling and is about ready to fall., The frieze
which has deteriorated to the greatest degree is on
the north gable at the top. All of the frieze is
more or less decayed, but there is no particuler
hazard here, as only small pieces fall and the failure
of the frieze will not weaken the structure, except
that the roof would probably sag down between the
lookouts. Two employes of the Perk Bureau came with
ladders at the time of inspection, but the ladders
were not of sufficient length to get up to the frieze
and inspection had to be made from the baleconies.
A detailed and close inspection might reveal further
weaknesses, but it is believed the inspection was
sufficiently close to determine conditions with sub-
stantial accuracy.

As to the outside columns, it was found
that three are considerably deteriorated. On the
westerly side, the column closest to the south end is
badly decayed on the outside, but there is a core of
golid wood inside, which is probably about one-fourth
of the area of the entire column and will support the
load at this point. On the easterly side of the build-
ing, the column nearest the north end is badly decayed.
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The column and the balcony above are settling to a
considerable extent and the roof at this point is
now supported by the beams overhead. This column
has deteriorated to an extent where it is reason-
ably to be expected it may collapse - perhaps
within a few months. The column next to this is
also considerably deteriorated, but is not in as
bad condition as the one at the end. While thers
is no particular danger that the building will fail
at this point, yet it would be well to put some
temporary shores under the balcony and roof %o
avoid further settlement.

It is obvious that considerable repair-
ing will have to be done to this building in the
not too distant future, but outside of the shores
suggested sbove, it is believed the matter may be
held in abeyance a few months until weather con-
ditions are better and possibly other conditions
will be more favorable.

If further information is desired, this
department will be glad to furnish it upon request.

Yours very truly,

Chief Inspector, Building Division

by

On January 28th, Commissioner Ccoper, accompanied by the
Superintendent of Parks, the Director of Park Plantings,
and the General Foreman of the Bureau of Parks, and Mr.

C. W. Raynor and Mr. Dunlap of the Bureau of Building
Inspection, climbed &ll over the Forestry Bldg. and
considered all of the guestions raised in the above report.
No action was indicated, however Raynor stated that there
was no essential change or deterioration apparent since his
report of 1935.
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January 5, 1944

Mr. C. P. Keyser
Superintendent of Parks
Bureau of Parks

314 City Hall

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Keyser:

This is to acknowledge your letter of Jan.
4th regarding the preservative treatment of the large
tree trunks in your Forestry Building.

While in Portland some time ago, I dis-
cussed the problem of treating the bark-covered trunks
with someone who was on one of the repalr committees and
at the time I could get no definite information regarding
the condition of the trunk sections. If these trunks are
reasonably sound and do not need to be replaced with new
trunks, a method of feeding an oil-carried toxic into the
wood could be devised.

If you have in mind a method of treating
Douglas fir trunks with the bark intact, there is consid-
erable information we can offer toward a successful treat-
ing method. These logs or trunks before treatment should
have & moisture content of not over 25 per cent in order
to insure reasonable penetration of the preservative.
Little or no preservative can be expected to penetrate the
unbroken bark, but a good treatment can be given the sawed
ends, and it 1s these ends which I believe show the first
and greatest signs of decay.

If you will give me a few more detalils re-
garding your plans, first as to whether you intend to
treat any of the old timbers already in position in the
bullding and also the size, amount, and condition of the
new timbers you may plan to use as replacements, then we
can suggest the method of treatment and the right preserva-
tive to use.




I. F. LAUCKS, Inc,

Mr. C. P. Keyser -2~ January 5, 1944

The type of preservative treatment we would recom-
mend is known as "eclean treatment™, one which does not discolor
the wood, leave greasy, olly, or unpaintable surfaces and one
which has little or no odor. This would be ideal for your use
and once the preservative has been ilmpregnated in the wood, it
resists leaching by water and so insures longer protection against
decay.

Very truly yours
I. F. LAUCKS, INC.

5 Gl € et

Ernest E. Hubert
Chief Pathologist
Wood Technology Dept.

EEH:EAZ



January 19, 1944 -

Dr. Ernest E. Hubert,
I, P, Laucks, Inc.,
011 Western Avenue,
Seattle, 4, Washington

Dear Doctor Hubert:

I heve taken a little time to reply to your kind
favor of January S5th, and even at this writing we haven't
worked out a definite plan for replacing the Forestry Build-
ing.

H{ guess 1s that the old Forestry Bullding ie too
far gone to start any sort of a woodpreserving treatment that
would be of material benefit. The idea 1s that we will con-
tinue to keep it open to visitors as a ruln, 1if you please,
until 1t has to be condemmed.

By that time I should like to have unde 7, & new
Forestry Buillding on & new site; 1ot necessarily of the hori-
gontal log wall type, but at least featuring five or aix foot -
tree trmunks with the bark on for colums, and perhaps bark
shingles rather extensively on the exterior.

I have an- ideea the main walls would better be made
. of massive rubble mesonry. Some years age, I believe, the
Forest Products Laboratory of the U. S. Forest Service conducted
some experiments in Impregneting growing trees by girdling end
ceusing solutions of blue stone and other chemicals to run with
the sap and permeate the entire tree.

- boliovo the tree was supposed to be felled within
a year of the time of the girdling. Such logz as I have in
mind to form the columns might as well be selected where they
are growing and if this treatment has proved to have merit 1t
would seem to be the answer to our prayer for a preservative
of the large trees with the bark on.

What I am looking for 1s & recommendation for woode
preservetive for large rustic timber which naturally is not a
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CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

Bureau of Buildings January 31,1944
Finance

C. P. Keyser, Superintendent of Parks
01d Forsstry Building.

Dear Sir:

In connection with inspection made on the
afternoon of January 28th in company with you, Com-
missioner Cooper, Inspector Dunlap of the Building
Bureau, and others of your bureau, I am enclosing a
copy of a report made to Mr. Plummer for your bureau,
as of January 17, 1935. As I read over this report,
I find it very applicable to the condition of the
building at the present time, with the exception of
the condition of the entrance transom glass, which
has been repaired, and the addition of a section
covering the condition of three of the large columns
outgside the main walls supporting the outside bal-
conies and overhang of the roof.

These three columns, one on the west side
at the south end and two on the east side at the
north end, have rotted at the bottom and settled from
three to six inches, Little live load comes on these
columns. A small panel of outside balcony and the
overhanging roof are now largely carried by the other
columns and the main wall of the building; the Breat-
er part of the load is the weight of the log columns
itself.

From appearances, the column on the west
has probably settled through undermining of the foun-
dation by water from broken drain pipes.

The columns on the east side have not only
settled from broken draein pipe, but the northerly one
from erushing of the rotten lower end. This crush-
ing will continue as the decay extends upward, with
further sagging of the balcony.

These columns should be repaired by being
jacked up; the badly rotted ones cut off, and the
foundation on which they rest raised as necessary.
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It might be possible to splice them and greatly re-
duce the cost.

The most important thing is to have the
roof drainage system put into working order.

In time it may be necessary to replace
the lower layer of logs in the walls, which are
showing signs of decay in numerous places. At the
present time I think this has not advanced far
enough to be necessary. This repair could be made
by removing short sections of the rotted logs and
replacing them with a masonry wall..

In answer to your request of January 4,
1944, Inspector Dunlap made a report to you under
date of January 13th, 1944, which should be reviewed.

Respectfully submitted,

pe e i

C. W. Raynor -
Structural Engineer, Bureau of Bulldings
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CITY OF PORTLAND i

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

January 17, 1935

Engineer, Bureau of Buildings

H. E. Plummer, Inspector of Buildings

014 Forestry Building - Exposition Grounds

Answering your request in regard to the condition of numer-
ous balconies within and without the old Forestry building at the
site of the old Exposition Grounds.

In company with Inspector Arnold, I went over several of
these balconies and the stair leading to same and found them all
in about the same condition, namely, from four to eight inches out
of level, depending on their location and width which varies from
six to nine feet.

As this settlement in all cases occurs along the walls
of the building, it has no coubt been caused by the greater shrink-
age across grain of the wall logs, compared to the shrinkage length-
wise of the columns.

There are two types of balcony construction. In one type
the two-inch plank forming the floor runs crosswise, one end resting
on the top of ons of the wall logs and the other end resting on a
round stringer framed to the large tree-like columns. This type
could be leveled up by removing the floor and lagging to the wall
logs & stringer at the proper elevation and relaying the floor. In
the other type, the two-inch plank runs along the balcony, resting
on cross beams framed into the log wall and the columns. This type
could be leveled off by removing the floor and lagging to the tops
of the cross beams wedge-shaped bolsters and relaying the floor.
Both types of balcony heve a one-inch wearing floor laid the other
way directly on the two-inch floor.

’,

The inside stringer of the stairs to the balconies has
also been affected by the greater shrinkage vertically of the walls,
throwing the steir out of true. These can be trued up by resetting.

Very little new material outside of the wall stringers,
blocking, a few pleces of rustic hand railing, and the necessary
hardware would be required, as most of the flooring could be replaced
if care was taken in removing the same.
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The results of shrinkage by settlement are also apparent
in other parts of the building. This is especially noticeable at
the main entrance, about ten feet square framed in the log wall.
Here the pressure of the log wall above has depressed the floor sev-
eral inches by transmission through the framing for the entrance
doors and transoms. Several of the lights in the transom are cracked
or broken, due to this pressure.

A casusl inspection of the rest of the building shows it
to be in very good shape as to safety, at the present time. There
are numerous minor repairs that could be made for appearance' sake,
such as relaying the brick at the entrance landing, neiling on the
bark in places where it has become loose from the logs, and replacing
the rotten logs forming the platform at the rear.

The gouging out of numerous rotten pockets which are begin-
ning to develop in some of the logs where exposed to the weather,
their treatment and f£illing with mortar and covering with bark, would

retard further decay.

Drainage of the roof and ground immedistely surrounding
the wall could be improved.

The life of this unique and wonderful building, now thirty
years old, could easily be prolonged another thirty years by attention
to the matters referred to above. If its usefulness as a structure
of interest to all tourists that visit Portland and the northwest
is to be continued, this should be done.

Very truly yours,

(7 22 ff o grr—

C. W. Raynor
Engineer, Bureau of Buildings

CWR:MLS



March 13, 1944

Honorable EKenneth L. Cooper,
Commi ssioner of Finance,
Portland, Oregon -

Dear Sir:

Since our visit to the Forestry Bullding on
January 28th in compeny with Messrs. Raynor and p of
the Bullding Inapector's office, we have made borings in all
of the columns inside and out and have probed into the hori-
zontal logs of the mein walls to determine stage of decay.

We have also completed repairs to the rein drains
and connactions and have repasired the roof, perticulerly re-
bullding & hole ten feet in Adlemeter burned in the southeast
geble which started from & neighboring chimney, and which
the Fire Department promptly extingulshed since our visit.

We heve also berricaded the public away from the outside
¢olumns &nd barred the imner stairways, with signs reading
"Danger Keep Out" on both barricadings.

Altogether our findings indicate that the struce-
ture has deterlorated to an extent where it should be regsrded
83 & ruin, too far gone to justify effective replsceoment of
failing menmbers. However, in the nature of the structure,
sudden collapse mey not be expected; and with & custodisn on
the job, it will be safe encugh for visitors for some cone-
azda_rabia time yet, with reasonable safegusrding &s noted
gbove and as may be further required.

_ The Fire Marshall 1s of the opinion thaet it should
be razed to eliminete & fire hezerd, but as the situstion has
not changed in that respect in the forty years since it was
ersected, and furthermore in view of slow burning cherscter of
ell dut the roof, I believe 1t should be continued as an ex-
hibit end object of visitor interest, as long &8 it mey be
visited even &s & ™iin, or until something of & replice cen
be drought into dbeing. ' _

It has been sted that the Nosee plen progrem
include & new Forestry Bullding, which might be located on
Council Crest or in some other proximete location releting
to the Hayt Park Arboretum. Perhepe it is no longer fessible
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Old Structure
Shows Years

|
|

Rot, Settling Walls |

‘Doom Log Cabin’

'BY PAUL EWING ~
8taff Writer, The Oregonian

The “biggest log cabin’in the :

world,” proposed time and
again as the ideal site for an
Oregon museum, may continue
to entrance tourists but will
be' getting no new tenants, a
group of experts agreed Satur-
day.

Tlme, dry rot, setthng walls,

sagging balconies and fire haz-
ards make the Forestry build-
ing, 2771 N. W, Upshur street,
impractical for any use. than
that to which it is being put—a
more or less empty mecca for
those interested in massive 102
structures. )

The building was erected’ for
the Lewis and Clark exposition
of 1905 and already is superan-
nuated for a log cabin, Charles
P. Keyser, Portland’s superin-
tendent of parks, pointed out.

Portland, which owns.  the

building as part of its park |

system, has allocated $5000 to
restore decayed columns on the
outside and make nominal re-
pairs to the roof, Keyser said,
but’ further work would be
useless.

Drawbacks Pointed Out :

. “When timbers like that get l
to a certain condition of decay; ‘

you can’t 'do much ;about it

Keyser pointed out. “The walls
settle, the columns do not, That
throws the roof out of line so
it is difficult to keep in repair.”

So far as using the building'
for a. museum is concerned,
Keyser said it was not fireproof
—a primary consideration for
museum use; it cannot be heated
without starting growth of
fungi in the timbérs, and in-
stallation of lights.would attract
insects that might hasten its
destruction.

Keyser-said it was possible to
use ‘the building temporarily
for a museum, but not for long
and not for valuable exhibits. A
few -eases: of moth-eateni/ex-
hibits, crowded out of the eity
hall long since, now stand: or-
lornly in the gigantie bhuilding,
The- condensus appesrsto_ be
that burning the cabin would be
a- little too drastic . means..of
ehmmatmg the exhibits, hut’ if
it should burn ece1denta11y, loss,
of the exhibits would be some
compensation, i

The two major orgamzatibns
interested in acquiring a muse-
um-—-the Oregon  Museum fotih-
dation, of which J. C. Stevens
is president, and the :Orégon
Historical - society, - dlrected by
Lancaster Pollard — 'distinctly |
are not interested in the For- |
estry building.

,m'- SUNDAY OREGONIAN, ‘OCTOBER' §, 1947

Building Called. Firetrap

“The building eannot be re-.
stored,” Pollard said.. “If it
could be, it would not have ade- '
quste facilities for a’library.”

He pointed out that the his--

tor1cal society has thousands of
volumes—the best’ gollection.of
historical data in the region-—.
which cannot be entrusted to.a
ramshackle building, “and it is
not properly des1gned for that
purpose anyway.”

Stevens protested the Forest-
ry building was such a firetrap
he would-be afrald to “put- ma-
terials in there.” .

“For- a muséum, you must
have heat, light, ng’cor service,
ete.,” he saill.

much chance of termites and
t0oo much rot under the bark.in
the Forestry building.” -

|
Inyestigation . of vhe bmldmg

thy The Oregonian disclosed.that’
the main floor of the- bulldmg,
which ‘measures. 206 by ;102
-feet, has its-roof supported.b

44’ pxuars—logs with' the bar,

left on—eac\h 72 feet high ‘and
avengmg 6 feet in diametery: =

Wood ‘Panels Remain A = |

Posters: in -the -building; ap-
parently left over from :the
Lew1s and- ‘Clark’ exposition,:

-state ;that it containéd 1,000,-.

000, 000. board feet of lumber.,

It also ‘contains a few beau:
tiful ‘exhibits of wood panels,-
assorted antique whisky flasks

and.empty patent medicine bot-
tles in- wondrous variety," like-

fvw1se left over from 1905.

Staxrways to the balconies are

‘barred by stout wooden' gates.-

Investlgatlon showed that the.

balcomes——where the ﬂasks and
patent medicine bottles repose
in’* dust-coveréd boxes —have
settled -6 inches to 1 foot along
theiwalls, while the open sides,
-attached to the pillars, remain
at’the original height.
" Footing is bad and there is
enociigh -evidence 'of  dry rot to
addy an “element -of .adventure
to.-bilcony: walking. LA
Log rafters also are’ pulling
apart at joints since ‘support-
ing.posts. have settled and - let
them drop. - .

Feui ‘Logs Sohd

- At least one pillar long. since
has'been wrapped with wire. at
the upper balcony level to keep
bark and dry rot from cascad-
ing.down on the main floor—
which . has plenty of its own

from other pillars covered with .

six or--eight inches of rotted
wood. A few logs give evidence

of being rotten . or termlte-nd- &

“There is too |

den. clear through Few are en-
tirely ‘sound.’

Arc lights, used to. 111um1nate
the building during the exposi-
tion, still hang from the beams.
The first electric lights were in-
stalled in:rest rooms of the’
building only a week: or two
ago in preparation for-a con-
vention luncheon of park super-
Intendents in the main hall. .

The. exterior of: the upper |
building and roof is covered
with' bark shingles, now black
with age but still good. Settling, .
however, has made it virtually
impossible to prevent lesZs.
Many windows in the upper
level have been broken and a*
few have been boarded up..

In spite of these disadvan-.
tages, Fred Messner, custodian
of the building, says it still
draws ‘'many ' tourists each- day
during the summer. It is in-
cluded , on* scenic. tours of the

c1ty by bus compames

‘Bor their benefit, Keyser
hastens to say there is little im-
minent danger of collapse. - ,

On the museum question, he
personally favors occupation of
an’ old building in the vicinity
of: Skidmore fountain—a build-
ing which:could be completely
remodeled inside while preserv-
mg, the exterior intact.

Stevens has the old Failing
| school building and one:or two
| other possible sites. in mind.i-

Pollard sees a more sensible
selection in the Pioneer post: i

fice building than in- the For-
| estry building, although altera-
!tions there would be too. costly
to make it a prac’ucable- mu;
seum. Gk
Other ‘museum suggestlons
wﬂlﬂqe welcomed, they: intix
rmiated, 5 Pput;: not . the “Forestry
building*'again, pliease!
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Experts Turn Thumbs Down

Dry rot hgs eaten into 44 bark-covered nx-"
foot tree tymnks which support sagging roof.

Shgkg balcony, closed to pubhc gives cathedral-like scene in Forestry build-'

it xperts .sgy ig .toe rotten‘ for:restoration as museum. Building, " / 3
' cted for T.ewis. & Clark .exposition, is called. big’ firetrap, cannot be heated Visitors, many bigger than Dennis Dean, 18
ok lighted without . damage. (Photos by Allan J, de Lay, staff photographer.) . -months, still visit “cabin” and wood displays.
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By LAMAR NEWKIRK

wHERE inmetropiitan
Portland, in an area no
larger than half a city block,
would one in this age and day
find over a million board feet
of timber, a large part of it
“standin and measuring a
ood five feet through at the
utt.

Nowhere, of course, but in
the famed Forestry buiiding, at
28th and Vaughn streets, re-
mainder and reminder of the
Lewis & Clark fair of 1905.

Arecentvisitto theold
structure, now forgotten by
many, revealed some interest-

ing data for then and now .

comparisons.
Dusty and faded with the
vears. an old placard tacked to

a Douglas fir plank (“call it-

spruce if you wish,” the old-
timers wrote) says Oregon was
cutting at the time the “enor-
nmous total” of 1 billion board
feet annually. Oregon’s annual
cut has now risen to well over
% hillion feet a year,

The figures posted in the old
building giving Oregon’s timber
stand might well startle not
only the ghosts of yesteryear,
but forest industry men of to-
day, too.

‘There were 300 billion board
feet of standing timber in the
state as of 1904, so the world’s
fair poster declares, Notwith-
standing our vastly increased
rate of cut, the 1944 figure
stands at—hold your hat—
38¥.632.000,000 board feef, most
of a billion feet more-than 40
years ago.

Shades of Paul Bunvan.
How things must grow in Ore-
gon!

Logs Were Floated
Through ‘Front Yards’

However, a half century ago,
many species now counted as
timber were overlooked en-
rirely, and then many parts of
The state were so inaccessible
that timber cruisers hadn’t
even bothered to estimate their
stands.
was apparently, just a fairly
good estimate, but very conser-
vative.

T.ogs hauled for the Forestry
building would extend some
two miles if laid end to end.
Some of them are real old-
growth Douglas fir saw logs
measuring five feet at the butt
and four feet through at the
rop of their 34-foot cut. The
big timbers form a row of
colossal pillars through the
huge structure.

Guild's lake residents
shouldn’t be startled, but those
forest giants were actually
floated through their present
dry land front vards and al-
most up to the final location,
plodding along in ratis hehind
wugs from Oak Point in Wash-
ington. Larger specimens
could have been cut in Oregon,
but there was no way (o trans-
port them in those days. How-
ever, some of the eight linear
miles of smaller Douglas fir
goles actually did come {rom

“lackamas county. 5

Present-day loggers would
shudder at some methods used
to bring in those big logs. Jack-
screws, a “long” six-mile log-
ging railway and special tongs
were included.

Among .exhibits at the ex-

position in 1905 and still in
lace is a 9-foot 4-inch Douglas
fir cross-section with 57¢ an-
nual growth rings. It was
mammoth then, and still is, but
the Siletz country hadn’t been
opened yet, and from there and
other sections in recent years
have come trees exceeding 12
feet in diameter. ]

Many lumber companies,
long gone from the Oregon
scene, are still represcented
among the exhibits of Oragon
wood 1n the building. Many of
the wide and perfect planks
would make officials at army-
aavy Central Procuring Agency
in Portland pop theit ecves in
disbelief, For lumber like that

The 300 billion figure

b1 TID

RIGHT IN PORTLAND .

‘STANDING

TIMBER—Douglas firs, five feet through

at the butt and over 50 feet high, are still ‘standing,’

although cut 40 years ago. These big timbers, being ex-

amined by Ed Gilbert, caretaker, are part of a million
board feet of logs in the famous Forestry building,

in anf' quantity they would
pay plenty right now. 'There
isn’t enough in the old displays
to fill a good 1944 order, but
they do show fine examples of
nearly every specie of Oregon
wood. -

Some of the labels have
dropped off, leaving light spots
unstained hy years of exposure.
Some. of the original labels
have been covered, too. Like
the “Western white pine” iden-
tification now changed to read
“Western fir,” a new designa-
tion that has come with the
years, ]

Among the many interesting
oddities that- include a 15-foot
poison ivy vine sans leaves, is
a bole exhibited by the “S. Ban,
Flume Co. of Quincy, Or.” Old-
thmers like George W, Corne

2—@regot Fnurnal SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 1945

wall, editor.of The Timbermau,
recall S. Ban as a venerable
Japanese who ran a shingle
mill down the Willamette from
Portland, and who also opet-
ated a general mercantile store

and importing business at SW~

ith avenue and Morrison sireet,

Other Exhibits
Are Impressive

Other exhibits include boards
from the old 7Tongue Point
Lumber company of Astoria,
Jater purchased by the Ham-
mond Lumber company, and
hurned some two decades ago,
Hammond interests,. now al«
most entirely out of Oregon
and operating in California

redwoods, also had an exhibit

‘of their.own.® :
One of the Tongue Point dis-
plays is a solid, one-piece “yel-

ENOUGH TIMBER for & small bungalow In almest every
timber, this *World's largest' log cahin, the Forestry bullil-

THE OLD FORESTRY BUILDING-—Venerable souvenir
of Portland’s Lewig and Clark Exposition in 1905.

ing, looms huge compared with the figures of a service
man and his companion standing at the foot of a 54-fout Up-
right timbers supporting the center section.

MOST ANY DAY SEEf YOUNGSTERS from Portland

schoolg in the old Forestry building, poking inguisitive

fingers at impressive timber displays, The three above are

eyeing a huge crosscut section of Douglas fir nearly 10
feet in diameter, and over 500 years old.

low fir” plank two Inches thick,
62 inches high and six feet
long, nicely finished ax}d

-polished.

Around the larger building,
50 acoustically excellent that
visiting concert singers have
given it cathedral qualities, are
large myrtle, oak and curly ma-
ple slabs done to a perfect pol-
ish and worth top money to
novelty manufacturers.

Home owners, who have paid
ten dollars for a short piece of
spruce drainhboard stock, may
well marvel at the value of the
20 by 3 foot spruce slab. * -

The old log building, 72 feet

high is crumbling in places
now. One entrance is so dilapi-
dated as to be unusable, The

balcony, now unsafe, is closed-

to visitors. But it is still a
showplace. i
Ed Gilbert, city park seivice
employe for 20 years and re-
cently made caretake
“that from 30 to 35 :
building every day, with as
many as 140 on a recent sSun-

iay. .

Desplte ravages of time that
have eaten away parts of sume
prize logs, little defacing has
rharred the interior—although
since the war - someone has
carefully cut the word “Japan”
from a list of countries receiv-
ing Oregon log and lumber ex-
ports in 1905, N

Ion Lewis of Whidden &
I.ewis; the same Mr. Lewis who
Jater des%&ned famed Clowd Cap
Inn on Mount Hood, was tlie
huilding’s architect,



dohn L. Hoble
1916 K. W. 29th. Avenue
Portland 10, Oregon

November 12, 1947

Mr, C. P. Keyser

Farks Superintendent

Bureau of Iarks and Recreation
City Hall

Portland, Oregon

Dear Ir. Keyser:

This letter is in regard to the need of a sidewalk
south of the Forestry Building saslong Upshur street.

At almost any time during a& business day automobiles
are parked along Upshur street past the Foresiry Bullding
thus foreing pedestirians either to walk out in the street
dodging traffic or to make three street crossings--~across
Upshur, then 28th. and back across Upshur street. During
the day and particularly at change of shift the wvehiole
traffic is very heavy. The danger is increased because of
the combination of an intersection, & curve, and a steep
grade directly in front of the Forestry Building.

On November 7, 1947 in a telephone cgonversation with
kir , Nussbaumer of the rYark Bureau he suggested that I write
this letter. He slso said that instesad of a sidewalk a
path might be provided over the park grounds. While the
path would serve the purpose, there is doubt in my mind
of its being used by the majority of pedestrisns., At
either end of the path a very steep approach grade, probably

requiring steps, would make it very difficult for women
with baby buggies or strollers to megotiate. The average
pedestrian would probably take the course of least resistanee
and most danger and wsalk in the street.

Of course, I realize that to make a ocurb-level sidewalk

would mean excavation of the earth bank and the removal
of some large fir trees. But there are many pedestrians

REGEIVED

NOV 13 1947

BUREAU OF PARKS &
PUBLIC RECREATIONS

MO, tmceeaan



ineluding school children from this neighborhood and from
the Guil@s Lake Housing Project who go by the Forestry
Building and are exposed to this danger several times a
day. Therefore I believe a curb-level sidewalk the only

practieal solution to the problem,
Your consideration of the matter will be appreciated.
Very truly yours,

ohn L, Noble

cc Mr., Ben Morrow, City Engineer



February 13, 1948

Mr, Hillman Lueddemann

President, Portland Chamber of Commerce
824 S.W. 5th .

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Lueddemannt

A certain undersigned minion of the body politic is a pes-
tiferous proponent of the City's Forestry Bullding, which is
perhaps the City's most Iinteresting landmark to strangers
within its gates. The Bureau of Parks has maintained thls
unique structure already forty years longer than was intended
when it was bullt as a feature of the Lewls and Clark Falr.
It can be maintained as an exhibit of Oregon's magnificent
timber for a whlle yet, but it does need exigently to have
the outside columns replaced.

These twelve tree trunks 40 to 50 "inches in diameter and 32
feet long (4 of them badly decayed) have been supporting the
eaves between the main wlngs on both sides of the bullding.
The architecture calls for tree trunks with the bark on. I
wouldn't specify the grade of timber of the original logs:
in fact, I would do with snag timber of the dimensions, with
or without bark and bugs, or any green timber of the callbre
ordinarily rated as culls,

The City Council has appropriated $5,000 to make this repair.
All of our endeavors to placean order, or let a contract, or
inveigle the West Coast Lumbermen's Assoclation into getting
us on our way have been frultless, and so I am appealing to
the President of the Chamber of Commerce to lend his influ-
ence toward maintaining this valuable pile for its eiviec
benefit, in this particular dilemma of the Bureau of Parks.

And I cannot refrain from adding that I have some bonnie no-
tions of restoring the Forestry Bullding, preferably by build-
Ing a new one either in the Hoyt Park Arboretum or, more
popularly perhaps, on Council Crest. Before all of the Douglas
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firs have gone through the peeler mills we should hold out |
about sixty of them for columns. Walls could be of massive i
masonry snrﬁﬁﬁnted by the same bark shingle siding that has '
proven sc¢ satisfactory as a wall exterior iIn the present | H
building. "The biggest log cabin in the world" idea has Its \
selling points, but I believe we could make an entirely satis—

{actory substitution of massive stone masonry for horizontal
OgSe

‘.

2

Some years ago I barged in on Paul Kelty and sold him and
Quiney Scott the idea of portraying the history of Portland’
in ten decade panels, by reproduction of the illustrations \
of the Oregonian as frescoed walls of this rebuilt Forestry ' \
Building. The Publisher, Manager & Co., would not rise to A !
the bait, in fact they back-pedaled and called Viznisky in.

Then I gct wind of an exhibit of thousands of varieties of

wood specimens resected to show grain, bark and growth char- b
scteristics, and got a half promise that it would be donated
if we had a proper hall to exhibit it in. r

e

I still think the Chamber, with its timber and tourist tinges,
and the UOregonian should head up a movement to preserve an \
asset that might as well be maintained at full value. !

|
You are still a too busy man, but I would like to talk to JX
somebody about this projeet little and more extensive if you |
would show me where toc hack or bore. )

Very truly yours, |

Superintendent of Parks

B

CPE smp



DOUGLAS FIR PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION

TACOMA BUILDING

TACOMA, 2, WASHINGTON

July 6, 1948

C. P, Keyser, Superintendent of Farks,
City of Portland, Oregon,

Bureau of Parks and Public Recreation,
115 City Hell,

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Keyser:

You will recall that you and George Cornwall of
TIMBERMAN megazine scoured the Forestry Bullding at
Portland in search of the exhibits of plywood panels
from the Lewils & Clark Exposition of 1905.

And that you came up with a panel which you very
kindly sent to us some two or three weeks ago for
display during our recent Annual Meeting of the industry.

We appreciate very much your cooperation and feel
that the exhibit panel contributed directly to our
meeting.

Now, I am taking the liberty of inquiring whether
we might retain the panel permanently, to place either
here in our office or in our laboratory, which is
vislited quite frequently by persons interested in ply-
wood and the plywood industry.

I would not make this inquiry except in talking
with George, he indicated the panel was no longer on
exhibit in the Forestry Building and that this particular
sheet of plywood was stowed away up in the attic or some
such place. If you have no further use for this
particular sheet of plywood, we would like very much to
retain 1t as a permanent exhibit here.

If, on the other hand, you would like to have it
returned, we are ready to do so and will ship it back to
you immediately. Actually, we clearly understood originally
that we were merely borrowing the panel and it is not our
intention to take advantage of your courtesy.

Thenk you very much for your cooperation. I will
look forward to & note from you at your convenience.



If at any time we may be of asslstance to you in
supplying information on Douglas fir plywood and 1ts
uses, please feel entirely free to call upon us.

Thanks again for your courtesy.

Sincerely yours,
AP~ WOCVM‘\

Winston H. McCallum

Publicity Director

whm/vdd
cc: Geo. Cornwall



D

LS -57" _{—”Jl—ﬂ ’

July 8, 1948

Mr, Winston H, McCallum
Publicity Director
Douglas Fir Plywocd Assn.
Tacoma Bullding

Tacoma 2, Washington

Dear Mr. McCallum:

Replyling to your letter of July 6th, I have no author-
ity to glve away anything out of the old Forestry
Bullding. I dv not happen to know who owns that par=-
ticular piece of ancient plywood, but if we ever re-
bulld the Forestry Bullding as we have hoped, this,
along with other timber exhiblts;, should be in what
would constitute a museum. HMeantime, 1t would prob-
ably serve a better museum purpose in your place than
in the nondescript collection that the Portland Fores-
try Building housee.

I think that perhaps the best arrangement would be
for us to allow you to borrow this particular plece
until such time as we might require it of you.

Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Parks

CPRsmp



