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I do no 11 - tr. t rcy-thing could be 
done to fix up the arpe and racked stairways and 
balooniea, and i! any fund o be created. it 
ehouLd be to ard reconstruotion . 

,lK
0 

1g vou for your interest in a 
v:hi:Jn I consider is a un q xhibi of 

, I c;o r emain , 

You.rs ve ey t ly, 

C'?K: G R 



COPY FOR YUUR INF'URM.ATI .~N 

Portl and vht-i.:nber o·f' vomme rce, 
Ore<son Bui di ng, 
City 

Jentlemen: 

March 14, 1924 

In conw1r.8ation to-day with Su;,erintendent of P~rks Keyser, 
he stated th at on account of there be:ing no funds ava1 lable 
f or the purpose he is unAble to make needed reraris t o the For~stry 
Build.in3 whi.ch is in .a deplor l:l.ble condition and 1vill soon [?O .to . 
. ,iecea unle.ss some ve ry urgent work ls done. He atat,~a approximately 
$3,000 is required and, if these rer: arrs are amde, it will last e 
nmnb3.r of years longer. 

lhis buildin'5 is, or should be, t he -cride of Portl and !md it 
seems to me yuur or~anlz~ti 0n should t-e.ke the matter up with a 
view to raisin'?; . the necessary funds even i f it must be done by 
private subscri pti on. '.ihe exterior appearance of the building i s 
Hkew· se depl orable ei nc e mnny of the windows are broken. 

I heve occasion to pass the building twice a day and it is 
s rpri sing ho · m1my t uri sts vj i t i t to see the wonderful fi r 
logs used· in its constructin. r robaoly nowhere else in the 
world i s there su c h an exhibi t.i nn of big t i mbe r: certainly no 
other such exhibi t i on of Fir. 

I commencl this matt er to your considerJJ.tion and trust you will 
initi a tB s ome ac t ion whi ch will r esult in obt Aining ~he neces s ar y 
funch1. I am sure Mr. Keyser wil 1 be only too glad t o apr,e• r 
before your ijOarl at 'l'JD. Y time f or the purpose of acquainting you 
•i th r.he fac t s. 

r our~ v~ ry t ruly, 

E. D. Kj ngsley 



ADDRESS All COM M UNI CATIONS 
TO THE CHA MBER. 

, OP ·r~ 
-~.~ 

ha~-&al1!1\,.0JrtBf)~Stl~ 

Mr. C. P. Keyser, 
Bureau of Pa.rks, 
CITY OF PORTLAND, 

March 27, 1924 

City Hall, Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Keyser: 

It-. YO UR REPLY PL EAS E RE F E R 

TO F1 L E 

I am attaching, hereto, copy of a letter received from Mr. 
E. D. Kingsley, President, West Oregon Lumber Company, this 
city, which is self expl811atory. 

This ma.tter was referred to the Outdoor Recreation Committee 
and it was suggested the.t we ask you to give us a report 
in writing as to the approximate cost of putting the Forestry 
Building in good condition, and to submit same to the committee 
at their meeting April 1st, when the matter will be up for 
further discussion. 

We would appreci~te it very much if you could meet with the 
committee at their noon luncheon meeting at 12:15, main dining 
room of the Chamber of Commerce, next Tuesday. 

s 

Very t.ruly yours, 
\j 

Arthur A. Gold..amHh , Chairman 
OUTDOOR RECREATI ON COMMITTEE 
Portland Chamber of Gommerce 

MEMBER 
OF 

C HAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



151" . Arthur H. Goldsm1th , Chairman . 
On.tdoor Reoreatioh Committee, 
Portland Chamber of Oommeroe. 

Dear Sir: 

!Iar oh 28 . 1924 

In tho matter of tbe condition of.the Forest~ Btlilding 
\'fbioh has been called to your attontion by Hr. E. D. Kingsley , 
perm1 t mo to on tline the history of the buildi11g. 

As you are d0t1btleeo AW9.X'O it wae built to serve ae the 
Orogon Buildins for the Lewis and Cla:rk Fair in 1904. At tbe 
time 1. t was bnil t 1 t was considered only as an exh.1 bit and was 
not expeoted to last longer than another Fair builcling. Aftor the 
Fair oloeed, however, 1 t was aho'i'IIl to be euoh an attraot,.on e.s a 
point of 1ntorect in Portl~d that tho Olty pn.rohaaed two a.area of 
land and made lt a part o:f the Pnrlt system. The trouble vrl.tb 
the building 1\1 that. like all log houses , the 118 Which are 
lo.id horizontal~ shrink Blld allo\-1 the eaves to eettle . wllilo the 
oolumna ihiob do not oh.rink long! tua1no.l.ly hol.d the rafters be­
tween the wa.lla 1n the original poa1 tion hicl1 is very bard on 
tho roof o.nd also on the interior bsloonies11Wbioh are auetainea 
by beams faotonea to tbe horizontal loge of the walls on one end 
and to the vertical loge on the otber. 

~lhon the settletll8nt of tbo alls beae.me aerioua enough to 
wraak things out of ehape, • James J. H111 donated 6,000.00 
to u.n6erpin tho wal.le e.na thuo ive the building a now lease on 
11fo. SomG aeV('Yl or eight yea.rs ago sori.10 of the exports f'rom 
the Forest' -0duat Laboretoey of then .. Forest servioe crent 
caref'Ully over the builaing o.nd reportoa th t twenty you.rs ,ould 
be about the 11~1t of time thst the building might be safely 
ma1ntuinea £rom tho date of its conotrnotion. They e:I.eo so.id ~t 
that time thot if consideration ho.d been given to preserving the 
wood r1hen 1 t was bni l t, 1 t migl1t have lasted 100 years instead of 
20. no·, at the end uf tho 20 year period we are still able to 
maintain the exhibit s1.thougl1. of course , there 1 moro 0.11d moro de­
cay ana more nna moro parts of tho bslooniea havo to be shut up. 
BUt _our a.dv1oe is now thot if te. could epena- eomotbing like 3 , 000 . 0l 
in repairs , principally to the ro9f~ tho bm.lding ~on.ld be eo.fe for 
another five years by apondjnv porhaps 1 , 000. 00 a year for r.l8.in­
tono.noo . I believe the expenditure of thnt mu.ab money. or t\'lioe 
a.a nm.oh, for the next five years would prove a vnluoble benofit 
and I am hoping that enou h into:reet wiJ.1 be exhib1tod by the 



• • • Plummor, 
'.Butla!ng Inspector. 

Daa.r !r. 

August 2. 1926 

L t uae • I nsked • I . H. :Brom1 TI'llo hnE;J hod mo xtcnaive 
expor:tonce in log{Jit'..g nnd r1 mill operations to give mo report 
on tho eal.vo.g vuJ.ue of tho orestcy Buila.ing. Ho esti tea that 
the 1e apprOXimnteJ.y one million feat of timbor in tho building and 
th t tharo is e. oonsiderab18 proportion of it tlhioh oou.ld be worked 
up into several gradeo ot lumber, mostly ties and qua.re and more or 
1 3 0 peelore. Re thought that might realize a , 000. 00 out of the 
u.rookine. At thio tim I would 11 to requ.ost that you ma1DJ o.notber 
illspootion of tho buildillg and adv1 if you aonsider ~t safe for ex­
hibition purpoeea for another yoa.r. 

Vera tra.117 youra, 

Super 1.ntendent of Parke 
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G.~·0 ~ r • .): t~~J. : ... ~r·:·· s·t;r~ec-t~ 
l-:::~~ -~J .. ·-~ cl, v::.;)s:_c,:.1 

~ortlanl's Pcrt~ena~ 

c.19 3o'l 

As ·,.,;. 1'._. cc, u:c;vc.il ::.:~. r-.. :L,.s, ,;.:1e :.:..rec:.t te- ·-·:e of At~::.e:'..a. 
~.c.r·,;-._e::c.s, c: .. :·,i\;J·_:i...:.1 -·~:.:: __ c1~,::~;c'-:;~:-s, is t~\e 13:iief .. ~;l•·)r': o-: ·:•T'oece'', 
St) ~~lt.~~- -r.;e .. 1i -·~~-~ ~):?:.de c --J: . .:.s:_ d_r)l") -~110 J?ore str>~~- 1J·c~j_ldj ~-.L~~, of ~-:"'or-tJ_2_:.1d, 
Cre _.o:'., u,·j_c]·1 s,::i s_.J.e::--.d.ic:.1:.- rG_:,resei1ts ·c:w ;:1orir.i,;_s fresdc-:r:1 c.:·a 
-~SE.,J:'.:;~- e..:..:.c. -~::-ns~-eri t; of t::i.e :;: ·c rt}----__rsst t ir~·;:,f.1.,lu:i:.d.s • 

.a C0lu..:1l:-ie, T.~ni vo'.i:si t:· L1str~_-ct:J:..,, 
-~:-

1
:) .:l:.1.,,st ·C:!_~c·:.e, l ... er.itc.:.ted r:.~d ,·j_t~-~ 

(J:·tte1-:i11:: t~-~_is 
:Cc-)::::;:;_in·_:: Sc..:Ld, 

S:Je :r.·e:-:i::.doc1 :··•_o -~'tc.t :i_L cons:;_derin:: Gre,::::~: st:rFctr.res it 
s:J.01_·_:_d J10·~ ::1 e ::·or:~:o-~·l~~:;:::. -c-:·~_ct; t:1.e i:-lloolc 1.1es c.s bea~~---~j_:~,_-J_ e.s -~J.:.e 
C:l1 'tl::10l-:::. 

no:::. e,,terL1.,--·: tho buildin~; t·:o t11.,st :i.c1en su.:-_:,::--2:stc,6. to the 
a1,·~ i st i (! ··vis:~ t ci:•, ~): - -~ t .. C; ___ -j_ ~-J 2.I's ~1 1 ~ cl o.i sJ.e s , is ;~:1at C>f c..11 =:: ;~-1;t i~ r:.. 
-~c]:::--lG, r,::d. -~- ir:; idoc_ 1s stJJ.2 :.:-i~_:1~~~_:.c~:e 1·_.1i:)::')~:E! 01 1:l: ·;_!:-· t~10 1c:.2·:· ei·.l:Lr1e11t 
s:t·,.,)o:c~:, c;~:1l~ r;.\.:_sic:ic:..~~s Vi~:c; l!.r::.vc ,.lisitecl i·t; :-;~c1 ~:·-.YL1.nd ti;s fi.c·:-_-:2,·.:,J_c 
~~u r ... J. :Lt:!. c: s o r __ .<•.r~_J_ t .-_ -t, ·;:._r) sG n:2 c. t<:.:r .... t_)J_o ::.' ::.-l co.. -;j ·-._~.:,cl:::laJ_; \( .~i: ;J ::~ :_~; ir.1-
)!l.,c; s 3 ~_ 01-1. _,_;! .. ():~~- "s .. t ,):~. t::_-:.c:; to~:::~~is-~ \. :..:_ cr:.·~:0r·t.1 _ :~-D -;;} __ ~2. t ~_-_t.:) :; s :~r;,_ c 
1.re, 1--:L ~~ [1.· •. l c; :tc-1~c! s ~, c~f :: i::i~l t .r :·_J• s. •~ .. --- o l:)1.1i J c7. :L~: ~i j_ s _ ~~, -. 't< .:i :··i.n c~ :for 
~---~_c; '~-12 t; :L ·.et: ,t~~.· ·() se .)-:..' e:-:~:.i-L :Lt i~-·- • • ·~t:.cl J..1.i:, ·11:c.::~~- r..~:-1 C.. :?n:r~o s ·:: ~PO s -n-.:~c:. s 
-,:(' (-r~r-c~~1 --~~-~Ct s ,cct~]Oj:~s :,·:-- • :_<Js-:i n;: tl1c £,4 s· ·•e:cj_c,s o::: ·:,:~,-_'.e.2 - I':)1 .. :_r,..--

·'·'.1,=, ~s+r.·'.·p c•n:"_ "·,p ·".-11'''1(- l··Lc·1~.-:, " v ... ~......., "-''---· V __, ·-"'-· ,., • .1 _i, ., ,_,.__~. . __ -...., • 

1l11.:c1r1t::·-:Lc1-~.r • 0;c_~:'s £~ .. _,J, ~10:.C'c1:.c0 C)l-_r :·c)1. .. _:1t-0s~ V"""·:;;:::;:~~s ·,·c.::. 1c bu:..~.!.-, 
Gl"!C) :rJ: '0 st ::c':- 1 .. -·l: i l ( i: \IS s c ,J! rr )let e cl r_ s ~1~1 :_;~::J:~.t:, i ·C ·':'r: ·;_, ·l:~ :~o Le17j_ s 
C,.c .. '.Jle::::·1

-~ ::?air. Octooe:: l?' J.SOG, i.t: \lflS -~T:'..';l!_';Q ·,ver ·:·;o t:Lf3 c:i,t:· 
c.s l~ ~.:(~ ~,:':• ~f..~.- :;1 .. t e:~:_;_.,.i iJ it:.. on. 

::ers ito-:.s of lC.O:::S, -'.;'.:..e :·c1c~r o:f ";>is huilc1i::<;'s con:.;·:i-.;tion , 
se·j~ ~ ()~:~ ~;~; .J) l(J~1g c_c_:;,J, t~,rt-;1_ -tc.J t:.:.e =>lc'Fer 1~rJl::s. ;,,inon -. t:1.0 1~e-: 
portvrial c,J1~·.u1.s OJ~ -~:-at :-et:r, \;e fii:_cl J.1e~ .t:lt)11ed,-

"A le~cter ~-.reG~~":ti=<~ ::-~ so;:.ver:.:i.:r coir. o::..· t~.e Eair to 
Alice 3oosevelt." 
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Llay 9, lS05 so.vi the start o:C' the :t.' irst trr.r~sconti:nen -cal 
e.t1.to race, fro~-;. 2.·ew -_·or~.: to ~:- ortle.r-cl. It uc.s betwem: t:~:o roadsters, 
a11.C. ~-.ro.s ,.1cn1. ·,o:N ~'".r1c~J:~·t =]. :.~uss, ii: 4 1.1: days e_j;_c1 c ~L1.:)111-rs. ~, 

~[1ile this 7ear of 1905 se~ra lo~g e~o, it 
2,:1, sn.,~11 :;-cc.rl~- 1~i:t,~;s o:: .. r:;::.s of o"tU' Cre:,0:1 :.':'i:•s. 
o:~. e_:;.1:·· o-:: t::Le :ruze )i:ilc.rs villic:::1 c:..re t:::.o J..ecillct 
edifice. 

u ·,Fld ; ·,t~an 
~~c.rcl.l~· f( 

~)G c.1..-.-t;:·· of 

bt':t 
s>.o '.'Ti::.~::; 
t:.iis 

:.r::e co::st:;_·-;.:·ctj_on cor:.tro.ct vms let to U1e lovrnst 1Jic.d.,3r, 
.. r. .r:::0lJ., in ~'-·.;;110, 19G1d:, fen· v3O,1G5.00, Iii.B:t.eriaJ beint:;' 
fl-:.rr.is:-1.od ;-1~·- <;j~·10 E::::·c1s~tic,r1. The lJ. .. 0O1 · co.:--·~tI'Uct -::..·: lc1~~ :;-lc.cer.:.0:::t 
-~~1=~ed to ~14,000.00. ~he St. Louis ~orestr~ TT~s to ~e ~e;eut~d 
r~ ·t; :· :~ J.~t }_e }.ld • 

'~;>e :C'oro:;c:;.e.:n, ::.r. Ike -~eise:··, used e, clerric~.: ·i;o J.ift t:.1e loc;s. 
_

1 c, 1~[};_~_:30 t:n.e ]J):····s i11t,1 ~.---;rj_••J:7t ··)Osi.t(J}l l"l() ~--;OJ."lC}C~ C-. " __ oJ._(: Jl~?,f:;.I" -~110 
.'Go--, o·r ·.:.-='Ci1 l··--..-.::e ·10,, .., •• ,~(\ -i~~s")-,:~""("l· ,, 23 i··.,,_,c·.·,l Ri:c,e~_, s· .. • ... '-.J.·"t P,_'t":d 

.J,..-· ..... \_,"-,. ',; -(~--' "...._J -- ·-~ ~.1,,J. a .J,.,L .. ~•J.. vV ~.. ... - v\..i • - "" ........... 

ho:);.ed c~ c:·~:.:cin ovo:i~ t~1e e:r,c1. Li. t:.i:3 jl[_:L11.:r, -:·ri_t:1 112 l::.orse 
:901,7,Jr, ti-:.o :i.o ·o couJ.d safeJ.-:-:· :::.r.d. c.cc1:.rc:~tel:,- be lif'to(l. ~-·-, :::.::r,d 
placed. 

I.~ost o:C' ·:::::..e lc_:r,··e. lo s -;r:rci lo ec.:. ':ilf1_ s.•"·i· · J~;d fro··. J. f·~·:::•-·st 
a·;1r;:-~·~ ►~::·~: ~~il0s ~r .. c.· .. -·r:, .. Oc .. l:: ~.10i~.t,···,rr:1.s.i_i:.~··t~1:1, -~;,--- ~t]L }.J·,·o::~ 
C':iJ_i_-_._i_l::Let ~:ive1,,. 

_'C)J .. c:~_·, lo _ _:s r-:!.I)e JlOT'0 c1::...,tc~·~ cf';=·.,_.~~r-#d ::::, ~·1iles -~~1&:;_ .-: _·__..iles, ~-'t t 
.1- ... t~.: .. •.) c.r:.:·~ ,):;. ... t.~.,-; ;.:;: ... :-_ll 37 ·!::0:.1 s .. ~c°":.· cL.-~·-·j_rtcs, ) :~1:LJ#es :.-c~s c. J_i:)J..;.'~, 

:.~£ .. 1.1~-, o.::: i10 j_C\ _L·:i1:c: ·t::J.t~:.:.. \',TCS clCHlG :['E~2.· :~f~_e:·~ i~-: t~--.C ::.~·:.·l1.,. ~-"'.01., CC·l.:::tr:r. 
·_;~:c~ c:re~~!.·1. o:C t~·:.:· -'ci1-:l~oJ' t.!.-~ tJ.tF.-~ ,;.:;ir10 v1:....s 1Jcj_•l-:.:.". s:~ir.I.~(0(1. ,St1.1.:i:}s 
t:.:~<38 --~:: .. i. i \--;l.~.1~ -c:,()Cil~(~ .. i..:.oles l1i~:_:l:.. : .. -:~tost -:_;:-,- :. tL:"\:J .. "L1c::1c:- ():-:: t .. ~e 
virci2 forest us ~all as~- )1•j_: .. it:~ ve , .~E:C:s m:' t> .. G sa,r:.·ers. 

·.211e _--:·:Ci'.-~1·t e:·::._'e:·.1(:0,::. C\.-1.C. t:.:c ~:r·16.e \~~~-t.~::. ·l1:_: icjJ_ t}1c lo· __ ~.- _' 1J:cs 
\i-:_l:_1 ::_:~,g :L~tl St..~:_:i~~1:.·i:.1._,- t:.t3S8 }.t):~:s, (:Jl()St o~: -:~}lOlil i'ro:;i. Ji1n .. }~-1 ::i8l1S0J\ts 
~.10J_t:i~ .. 1•·:s,) c2.••· ~lf'_j:d.J.:~ ~>e 1:ee.lizoCt ·b:; .. t.,·_;_e :)01 .. so:~1 l:.l'";.fc.~ 1.j_liEi.r 
i:r::r~:·1 :Ln _·· . .'ill~~"'. }_t'01, t~' .. C~ i)ef:~r·.t: c.:11.c: 1] .. TI~ .. c_-:_1.eilGSS t-~:' j_~~.(~:·.-vi J.D.~tl1 ·G::/ 
o-:.~ t:._:·~s 1)7."iJ.c1 ::..:J.: : J e1 ···:::~_::C_ec1 tl1at t:·:1.,3 J~V{~s k~o ~ ,~_lJ.:· .. cJ_ot~10d ill bark: . 

: .. ~ost o:r t::8 ~Lr:) .s :t'1~02:: 1·;}::Lc:1 -~;-1(, 1.J~:_1,1..: -r.·c .. s =.-·0010·::, ov0i1 111. ::_ 

s1.1c:--.J_J__ clc._:1~sc, :.·~o.c~ ·~t) ~---·,e ce .. st asj.clo for· J_r;_;-:·11Je1~. 

JD.: :.11s__)ectm: vront "..;~:.l'nr< ;::, the WC)OG.s -.:,:nd seJectcd -;:;;~o trees 
or' ~::Ls c:.~oi co. '.::'ho tLiJ:eJ.' fellers, ~Fc1.~c:;."'s, :::.·i:: ).L:_~ :.,or_, loaders 
c .. r .. c1 1) oor1 r.1.::111 :-:ll ~-.:.E.l~: r: :::o s 11cfr_si ~:, i l t t: - e1_-C 1~·\. ... s -c ec1 -t c:; t I1e!1::.. l?:.-::i d .. e 
J_j_l t:it--:ir· lr~10::~ c .. s rrell. ~-.s -~:··~-D .. rt1t1"'i')() c1:d1~_"'.iit rc .. :-.Le -~11~s c_ 1/TOJ_"J.c 
<"):2 1O,re. 

:-~:1J J_r:)·~_:s 1101,.0 ~-O2.L_(::cl si:r1·:l'...., (loc~-c; ~c::.e J .. c:.r---~e c:~.es, o:~e t::i Et 

S r-d.~ _)_..., '<··,,,··c'--,..., ~n""7l ,;,,,~•-o-·· ;::;.,··i•·· ""S ·,c•"•i ··~c,l • 0 s 1 0·10.~c~•s ·--~-.r.;;r--Q~ - •..... v-- \. •. -..,-J • .,...·_· ~--- -...~·_ ...... 1-....c,,. ....... .... ,~_-i ... U , .i. ... _,t,. ~Uv-\..t. t:.... ..:.. L- .. J.. , ._, c. l. __ 

·tl1est:! ~r_c)_;s. i_si~·.,<-_., \J:·-~s 2j_d oi-·.e-e:.,·_~:~JG ir:cl1 r1aj_J2 J_i:r:e, vrit:~ one 
z.:··.d -~-:~;o ;JJ_:)c:( :,1l-~~)c:~as0, t~·iese sr~.c.11 ~:-~-:;:-:~·-·.:e;:· :·~--~:~~:.:1<· s di-'a._ -- aQ t:,.1e 
l,:1 __ :s u.bout 100L'. f,3..::it tn c.;~_i'.J ro~.11·.:~< s, \/ .ore ticc:i loc.Cel'S loao.ed. 
".;~,r:,~ .. ' 1 •ith 5c.c:':-scre-s. 
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1~:1e lrJ2:· :e=-"s "i.:.ss C~ e::r&J ... ., ilt.sts:;;_\J of ch:~1:•cc1~s --~D :._oo:.: •)?~~cc -tlic. 
b1,1:1;-t; ~:::·1 cl (Jf t~..._r.; l1J~'•s. 1

~
1 

.. LG ~1-e-r:_1.. ,-~1.,a1J ~1~,l<.2 1-.. c...~· .. €, f:>06:l :ie c..1· t;~ .e 
-nott .... 1:: ~JJ~ t~ '"e 1.,~ 1~ ·8 ... :_:.._i :)il:_L1~s. 

s c~~·!: .. rt.L t .. t:-~t .. - l().·,s, J .:.2.~:lJJ.f ~- t1 ·cJ J~c_f.i..;s fcj:-' t~:e 
- - ' .-. , • r•,-... , ;;:: '' l .--. _,_ s' ··,- -~ J. c:, t ,~ c. - ~ (' OC, , "' --ir· :C'o:res i;r~ ~-,11.iJ_::_i:.1~~, 

::.:::c ~:1~ot.: .. cl., r.,Jr()ss 
t.:.J.(:}i a.i. ~-- I -· o:._:tJ_ :_ . '-( • 

[ .:l. 1
:... •• u .... ~~V.,;. ;., ... ,.~:. i. , ... 1.. , v __ C/..v -4--..L .......... , V_~v., ,:_ _ __:}. \. D .r'-_..:..'..-

t ~-.C r:t. 'T,.re):·, 1j_J:.'t iJ_ tlJ_e ~: .. _-~: ]_~~o~.,s. ", '"C:rc 2~~,--.c~- :·~'or 

~: ... r~-tr:., 

l5.5C 

.,_. ' 

\J.;, ;, -~; 

s::~--J~e ---~-: 1.,-.. ~j_cl1. 
e; -i~_st~c~t-;.c7;sC. 

ri 

·j_' : _c c:.i.s0~ c:::s·,1 ·, ·01•}:,:;t} cl.a~ r.n_,_ n:;: -;_"'r·c -;: )~_-_:r· dc~··s. :.: -,r:: 8c 
--f - ... , J_~:C)4, -~:.i.s:- s·~c-~·;·,::;c~ tcfi: )_~: t· .. :::r . ~--"'t~1 t:.0 ]~[3_.~e, r·.·~--~ c.s .i.••·c 
.i:_:...::·:2~,:_:E -~Iv:.:~· 1

dE·~:; J~c..l1:·.: .. 1..._., i·C - s 11!.~ l .:::,_:~ , t:_,,(! 1;--_,.._-c ~;_:c ~"" ::::-:: 
•, t:: .-::·.~~is: ... c\.l -.-~_::~~~0 :j~~J ·i _·;:- ~: 1~ :c2_,-.c: ,-=. 0.:. -t::.~.z i~:-~.:-:.:7_1&';: 12.:~c ,_y·tlc:·t. 

·1 .- ' '. 
_;, _,'•a:' 

'-' 
• -• .r 

·'-., t 
o·'.; >·,c .. 

l' 

t 

C 



A~- --y- -L~ .' -:~ ... ! 

..• - ~ :eJ-_ , ~: • • -:; , 
.... / .:~., :- l .. 

::. ,le, 
·.r~-- ifJ 

.-J .J . . ~· c; .: , C : .. St:: ... :. ~~ 
...... :'.'<• '•· :· J . . :.,., :1 

i )~"".­

,y;_·'.~·-

0. .. . . , . _, , 
: ... ·'(i~.: ~~ ,~.:~··-<_, . :;:.~ 

e 

• . ·1i.• .... 

- --- «, 
... ;.._:· .=..~ --f~ c 0- _ 

... 3, ~J 

• •. y'_::-...~ 

"L; . E. 

, C =~ _:() 1-:i ·::: ,:ft -, -; ;·· -~. -;- .• ... _ -, r: . .. , ,.;. ... __ ... 

....... ... ~ ··* .... ··-~ :r_J i].:._,_._:_-·.s _-_ ... "(-, 

.. 

J.(~l:.:: ,·_. 

f~:.·•,~·l..'..:. r :_ • ..: •. ~'-1 ;~'f t·~·· ~·::_C:COS Lr!.;, ~ .. e·L-T f(Jr -G ,.8 
c. J~•si:-:-- 1:,lc ... ces ·~,~:~--.JI~c; •-·~:· :. : ·\ ·J_·-.{~c~~:rs •. ,.~:::;::~:~.:; -~:i.ttc(. 

:L:i.tt i ~-. -~_:s, .. :·. ~0::~rt· :~r1 
;~~

1~:-.::,:S(; :>J_E_C;=··:S -:-~:GT':. 

.:_:.:_o ~/.J:r~est1:~-- 1.;·r~iJ.t::i::_·• .. ~ is l3C(J f\,;et lo:..1t~, :~_02 :C'e~;;t, .t'"::.c!.0 c~.11(1. 

72 f..:Gt :1:i.,:)1. __ ,:·,.e ~-'e-:>;;::,::::s Cl' c:::•,:,;;3 'i.;cs.ns r:,.""-: tl,e -s·1.:.: e Jrii-
:.·, e I\· -~'~- :c: -~;:c"~~c~s. 
,_--:(..~,_ :L: ... •_ ]-:':i.~~~ :l~'lcJr):~:~r . 

_
1

.,~ .• l ::~·-L,:1.--.)I' co~ --~ -~.:r,~i·1_3 22,c~i)() lcr.)-~; ():C \?'"C;}_7 t,5.o:-.. J.. 
~!. ~,:.. -;7}·.~5-c] .. ::. st:·~-:- J.o c:(:;fec·t t3t:.e~; c.s :.. ~ .. J·;.•.;t OT" 

; -tt;c::. sea:.-L c2..: __ -::1i:)t 'i:,0 :f::ru.:1d.. _'li...::; I10G~\ries·t· J~e.)~_:, .. :'te:~.:~)1iI.:C ~5!) -~O11s, 
'VI~l 8 li:Ltf;C.l. j_J1,"i;t) ~~1.c ... 00 ::....t t;J..~~ ~:~'[tte of :'J(i i.\30t ... :e: .. ~ --~i=~--~-~ .. tc • 12:llE· 
\i:. _1:,1.c -~Jl._1. tJ.c~.i:::.::-: r ·~ t' ·;.G ti:.~~f; 1):L C ().r .. s·t;1~1..~.ctiO}J y_re•i.~_,·}10d. 32,C·(-O ~t;()I}.S • 

. l~:.J.ls :):Lllc~11 s I"es-~~ :;.:, ·: ~·-_ ~f~_:.::u: Ji;:·1c:~et() :1~\xt:.! ~c:[:_tj.01-,. :..,..il:.e ·;};_~~ildii:0 

·.'fC.S '.' i.~ .. ---~~-;(: i ... G.~ .. c:.-. [~, ~-C:CJ5 .. 

r~l1e~(;_j \iE3~,~~8 ~~~CJ so::c~:i_t)l.'..:s· c cc:i.:ex~-_ts (Ll:.ri:·~.c~ t- Lt; ~~-L1:1d :!.:L·•li~•- r:i:~~ t~-~EJSO 

irn:.~~e::~ft8 }.C\_'S, L.~:-.tCl ·L l1.e o:.::~icr~·0J~ess (i:~ t}J.c; ti.:~.: .. -~j_j_: e ~JT.1 ~;:.:\ '/C:1 0~ :"•~110 l)~·,.",,1c-,J~01~' s 
~~~:~ . .i~. ,:5., 1.~~\.:i_c}.L -,lo..s sr:~-:-._;sl:-~- >'..s~-c~ ~..10t 1.1e-~)11. -~~rio J~o-~_~'.s, ''"."I: 'L(~f,. ... ,. (:; s ,J st~::=:. :1il::~ 
~10J..c-:. tJ:.:.e 1.(;11rei~ r ... :ti~- ·t:1e l)I1 or)er 1J.~:1J.~: ~.· .. cJ.:1r~: co1.:J.d. , ::t? ~:1I~'.-YC' .. ___ :~1t ~.:1to 
}_)]_a~· c. s :. 3::: :;·~c_ i sec: ti-2.t~: J_o_.~~ s l:l_ ··J.~ t J .. :;· :~;_:;_-•_c: T' 8 le; t1s0· Ct [~7 "\ ,.:_.• ;·~r12.1' s 112.~·:.d • 

..-.~(~rr:1~: .. ,, o:·:.t {leco~!.·.•r·~t1ci:.s c(~ 
frJst;c).~~l. -:;~J-::, .... c_lco11·J· !~cl:~:e. 

-::· ~-- <)}1 s~J. -~~ (> J_l t~1,.·_-: t ~ \8 ~_}n~ ... :~ J_c: ::_I: -~ , Cfl.1.(·) St. e :~YB t \-i01'_·.: J ': -~~ -.-:o ir:· 1·~:~·:s e 
1. ~1r:L :~t ~-o :·s, ::.nci -'" to:_,s to :;2.:;..:e do,:m 20G f')ot 2.vE.cme , lii:ed 
Ci:i'l cc.c:~ s:f_d.o ""t/itl: :L-::~1.:.1")to"1·1_ of t :,. ~; J_;J. ~,,- . r:r lo:--: ~.;·illc_:...,s. 1.Tisit!)rs 
;.c_,.:rc lL.c.c c·~-~: 12. 1Jt1..s :1.--s.:;1,.r..-:.r:-:s, s·u.cJ.1 cts, 

_O~.e : ... o rrt.011 ]J_1:,-1:) 01~:i.·:12:._ .. , ,~ r i -:;r-: J.li s 1:.rt f ~2· ar .~J cl.a :.~: -4 -y __ ~t er ,ris i-'c ii.lf .. • t~1e 

~Jui:-'_c~:U::.::_: v;: .. e:.·~ unfinished., asked, "Are ·V,e:· :~1iE,ccs of loc~s ·~ll:ed 
t 0.'. _:ot~1.l~ 1-,?tr 

.A::.1)thc.n· ·.·.-on.en tr.:::u:eist s2.id, "Is}Ltt i·~; wo:.:1c'e:.0 ~.~u.l tl18 ~;a,· the:~ 
e;rew; o.11 ir. c, lii10 J.tke ·:.;]Lat?" 
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Geore;e I-:..L,ss, cri .. rG. tor of the Orecon Lis tori cc. l Soc~·.ety, tells 
of -~eJ:in,: ,:. visi·~or to th6 1::i8.lco:;,~:- o:f tt.1s 1.:u.ilclir.L-·-: during the 
:?".,.i:-t. Sl2.e ::c:,hmr}:sd, "I he.vo visited L.a::.1:-, 11z.::-:.-r cct':.edrs.ls 
n1~r-.or-o- 1·;,·;+ "'! .. ,,re-•-··• h 0 ,,~ T 1,ee·--c -,-·,01-,e i·-,,--,.~Assed 'TTl. th "ly:oou+,,. s-,--;·,,.-,1e~u-I,..V c:;..;.. U C.~ _ ' ...,, L,_ 'iJ _ ~ U V , J. ... Ci \:.· - - .i .1. J.. • .L l,_ .C. ~ \-1 ,~ t::i U - V ,;' ' .., _ _ ... , 

£.:-1.c~ accm.st:.cs." 

1.t.'Le l t:r~;s slabs o:-;. e:x:llH:• it :Lon i:-:-:. the '.),:,ildin? vmro 0ut fro:·1 
t::..,oes in Clc'.·~so:::i Cc., Ore., near Olne:'"'. Fo:.1r r,1eD, t'.:o on SE'.Ch 
q•\r1e O "" t"•n lo, · ~ .. '"'-red Ac ... 1.:.'ll'r ·-ole,.. ~r·t,) eac'' :sjd• · o·" -l·l70, lo,,. ...,J.-.. _.. ;-· '';"""' -- -~-, -~.-- ~, c,. L, '· __ "··· .:, .J.. i • ~'- •• ., J. V __ .,. --:-. b, 
str:::ng1rc i;o;,·;arcs tj>S cen ~er. fJ.'T:ren.t:-,--fot,r noles n1 a row, v:1 -en 
about g i:c..c:.10s Si""J2.ce betwee,1 the rows. So accv.I'r'Ltel-- was ·c::.is 
C~o--;e 1J~:· 1,c,-s· 1 :r··/,o-•·--·c· that w1:01-- the··,· ,,rec7: ·-,eP ·'-'-·;,0• •o:-- ~~--1.,•,,•'t,- .,,.,..,1-l l- , . ._t' - ..... _..._ l.L ..J ... .. i. _.J... , '-~----'-~ ._.. .~ _,,,_ _:,:; u.. u ___ ,, _L ~::, "-•.,J..;..-v.J. , .L · .... 

lo\:inc t~J."'J J5no of the holes,. t::.e:'" ~1ecd left a lc~rco s1e.b, 20 foet 
•10M- p •feet 7~ l0 I'C~Cs ~r1•~p -1•; n 1•~c~~s ~•r•~c·- n•,1•c ~ra~ ~~O~ -· ""-0' ,.) ·· ) ·,s· J. H~ V• l,,...,' , .. ~;,_,. U .1~ .-.cc l,. U . .!:'~• .L l • ..:, ; ,,.,._, ,.c ... ..;J.l:.. 

E.dzed d.ow:a to 6 i::1.c:--,0s "1;•;j_ck, c: .. ~d :i~:i.niE·-}_,_c. c1 s.t O:'.'.; s)nt 011 ,..,c:.e s:i.de, 
to shou t:·v0 bea-,~t-.r o:':' tlrn ,::;rain .. 

. A::.:otl1EC' e:::;:lli~)lt i:::: 1.;::1.c J,_:_j_:-:.ature Joln.~bic. :.-:iver bcsin, e'. m,L1g 
t i:-:,J· lH.".tch0rie s, fish-wLcels, se in in:_:: 1:·r01.n--:_c1s, tre.~·,s, cc,:..:~rn:c:i.e s ~r:.d. 
t21i:.-~{_~s ::_;e1~J;niJ1:Lrt,· ·co tl~:.e :;~:Ls}·:.iJ:--:<; i11d1;.s·t1~:r. 

ki1. Cr·e:;on (:;rn:_.e :_1J.ar.:i;, J.t; feet }-ii:'_)~- und ._;, 1nch in c~ia.:meter 
c:tt t:~_o :~~ase, rests c-e:e.irLst o. bi:·: pillar. 

loiscn2 Ivy, 1_}01:iled aul varnished, havinc ren.c:,_ed the h0i-'·ht o:r 
15 foot, lattices one rear ~oar siJ.l. 

j,.,_ \. •JTiil more ·c1u:i.:·1 t:,. :;:~oot lo:<.:, j_s secrre L1 alco.~101, he side. e. 
riece ;_:;f ,torm-eate:::;. tiribor, shovring the d.cvasta::;ion it ci:·1.:lcl. ho.ve 
·rrrol~~:_)·~Jc ~~:ofc1ia its fT ":.Jers ic111. 

'".::.wo 'blocks, cut f:r:o:•,,. a Clatso:v Cn1.1.nt~·· Orer'.o:.:. fLr st1.,..1:p, 
meas1.~ro £ teet, 1 ~ inc>.es in (d.G11teter, and rL.:.~:s o:f.'f the ac:G of 
575 :ei:~rs. 

One of t~:,,3 r:.ost :_:c,11;ressim'.2.:)LJ c1is::_1J.a:·s is 2. tic1e-la:::.cl S)rrce, 
17 3 :~e t~.rs o].d, r;}J:i_ cJ:1 ::.(_'._ a. s::,11 c1_1. tec1 cl::d t1:~:c1.1st i \_ s 1:it) ot s i~1 to t~ '~G 
d.ecc::··:L:.•~; bark o:C' n fs.J.lon :.Cort Crfor>d cec.0.r, <=Il1:1.ost a. century 
befo1•e Lewis sDi Clc.rlc reac>ed. Oreco::1. It envelo::ecl the still 
SOUllCl lor~ c~;:d root8d. iE t}1e soil. r.:;_

1 110 cedar loc ~1as 304 amnml 
riJ-~t:~s aii.d. llL.<.l :tr1J_J_e11 1i'tb~eJ:~ o:1lJ'" Ir1.c:icr.:.s lJO~Jl.lle.teCt .t~~---~erica. ~~t vtas 
a tree 2 feet in -oj_2_;_:.eter when Col12,,b1.:.s discovorz,c: .i:"i.:::1erica. 

011e o: tJ.:1.e rac)st beau·!-:ift~~J- e:.~r:il)its s~1017i:;1. ~ tl1e :~~i:it; , .. ,1~e.i11 
O i' -'.·'l.·o-- c;-i-P-,".-:-.-p.~.--.·i· 1,..()0"' _, ~ -c' ,,,,,.,· ,-.·f" -1-1°e· 1"Y'lA b~;r~ls ro 7_,1· s·;_-_, __ e:-a _ _ v1... ,....i.....L...!.-......, .......... ~.u ,J ll... J..i::> ~ 1,.~..-tv V..;... 'i..1.::. -.... a....,.J -...., ~-~ • ~ - _ 

su:rf2.ces b:.~j_::_1, •')ut the exc::_uisite curls. 0:-c.e in t:1G ro,.'.cL mens1..1.:;_~es 
about 4 x 5 :eeot wonlcl bE v,10 rth c.. t:,.c)u.sa:.:~d ci.olJ.e.1,.s 02.' 1:1ore, 
for veneering . 

. Ai.Jov::; thD 1:ialcony, ile&.r tlle roof, or:.e finds a little la;.n,din_r; 
or -:_~.J.atform o--- c:nowt s -~_est, wlli ch fi,.:-emen l\sGd o.s a J.oo1~-out 
a:.1.:.0 iE'; tLe Lowis ~nd. • 012-rk ]1 0.ir, w:1e1~ t}::: .. is ~.;.-uil6.ing h•xlSed. 
~onderful ~nC ~riceless exhibits, but 2one so Jriceloss as itself. 
lt is \:ortl1-y of co:.1.stant )rotect j_on. 
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0:::. i=a~,. 19, 1905, Director of E:-:llibits, :8osch, where hearint, tl1e 
-,1· ,"\~, o-· .. r,a'" 1·•··· t'··t=, ---al 7 r-,-,,,..,-- ·'"n"n-'l ;-,.,,, 0 cr·s- .... +; cs --,erf,-:>ct: '"Yid -(-1.-,n .L.;l~_·Pa ~ _- _;_~t:;:) ll J.1 ,J_i_,_, •~·;··--!...V..L~, J ... :.. ...... ·.l1_ ;J.1.•.~ (.... ,_;.._._i.:)vJ., .. "" v v r__~,~ .. •_J..,.) -

occ1.cr1~0a to J1j_: ,_ to ca11 this LllildL:; ::_:; the "Cre·_-oJ.1 Catl;.edral." 
:-re said thc.t "somethinr; of the majesty of ~he Orer;or. forests 
will be cm1vel"Gd ',;>en tJ1e o:.'gc.n r:1oa:.1s r ·cJ1..e somberness of the 
Orec;on · fir forost, '!Tit;;;_ its irr::m.onse trunks und hic_:h vrav:i..ng 
bro.net.cs, wt,ile c.::;out the ~-,.5.se of the trees t:,.ere is 8. st illness 
of ni:)rt at :100:1. t" 

At :;,resent, v;-it}J tho :::,uild.in{: ecl10inc; 0111~'" with t:Le foot-
st0Js or c~iet voicus o~ visitors, for nano ere boisterous here, 
it rtcc:.:i.ru:ls ,:,:·z.•:) of' ;toaquin I''.ilJ.ert s ·.vor0"s on Cr2.ter LeJc:e, ':rri·cten 
ir:. nsteel i:-Jints, 11 Oct., 1006. ~-Io se.id, ml!1e one t:.1i:1,::.:. t1·,c::_t 
fir~s.J..; st1~il:c1s ~---•ou., e,;_fte:~- t:1e colo1~, ••......... is t: .. ~c siJ_e11ce, 
t:i. :) S1.~r1de ... ~.~- ~.}rJr1:i11.L siJ_ence, tI~_a_t 1:;rt)o:..~.s at rtll t j_~.1es (Jire::" ,::..11 
tt~il r~ :s. • .............• It is ar_ j_:It011.se s ilc;:-1ce, r.s i~~ ~-··•:)-~: v1er<:"; 
lost, 1Yu-c c. cweet, s:71,:]e.thetic sj_l0r.ce the.t ;, ,r:, 1·:0;3 itr~cl:f res y:::ct0rl, 
u11d e_J_J_ -·~=ltJ ·" .. i:.:~ t)J?lE~ c.: .. ·e: rt..; :L1· a-;~ c~-.~~.1~cJ.1. tr 

;3e1rcJ-~al ·j j_~ .. .tes a fi:: Jit :1a.s >.;et:-;r_ ·\ .-o.gt1c1- r .. :~;o_j_:_1,at t~·;.r:.:; 1:lOr':FLS e2 tj_11,~~ 
j _ _!.--=_to t ~-1E J_o._: strt1ctt~.1~e. :_·c>~.:. \ ·a:·iJ .. l j.-·.ota 1-~oJ_es ;)o:eD2 :i.:1tc1 t~. -~. e 
t1')·:· .. :r~>~s, ".l~ .. (:;:r_;;O • :.e{1i.cine 1J~C VC:Ll.~5.(1~\S ~-~i: ~:.C1S 1:1,C.S ~JOC1: - :C)llTj(~d. 

O J_d. : ~.(J\IS~_1e.-:.~)•:.:. ::' r·e C() I~ds de sc :-r~i 1Je t :.1.G ;:1 _~-~}tJ ··~I":~. ·-·a. e e ~~,:-~.c~ ·;~-: c,:;_· ... ·:_ CYi~ 

-t:;::':! ~ : "i 'J>.r.\.ls ~r.:\ ,1:.:1.: -•, \ : ~--:~_c
1
.~ ~)()1",J!J }_1\)l ~:;s ~-:-. :..~. t r .. c}t lJ.1. c~j_c1.:~·10tf;r, 

;7i-~hi1:.~ ,.-:r: :,_Jc>. t:~~=, e~;~:·s c.::~;:J J_(_iid, ~1:.·1 :tc1.1 1-J.e·.tcl:i 11t:t t!-~e =-~(;::::t; ;31_n :r. .. :er 
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in,lr.st;rial si t-::;s wit].: ::_,r_:::_lroac1 tr2.ch::s :9e:r:.ci.lin: 
dist2:1ce, ;le_j·1_e after )lane c irclos r:111d 2..lic:;~1t s 
a.:-:.d r.:ost 1·,e2.u.tiful 2.ir-:;_;ort o"E Sm:.E Isle.na_. 

t:.!.8 s&nd. In 
on oui· costly 

::::.,L:.d"berz:-~ he• s c;r::J1:rn t '.) m£..11:10od, me.de t:i.e re cord anc" so2..red 
above ol,:i.'"' old ~Y-..'ildinc:, ,.c~ose loc_-s wo1,.,lC. disdc.in t::.e :7 0'..:th of 
tl1:Ls neu e:1 t ar:_.1rise . 

Vlc..rd1·;a:.- s::iorts ::;,ast the door, ce..lli~lS attentj_on to the newer 
builcJ.i1;~s corcleriEC it, as it r:inds d-'.)Vfl: t.::; t::h t;Lrec:.d oi~ Linnton 
roc,c3 .• 

:i.-i:;eons coo 2 .. 1.d bill c.nd stn.-.t as tirn:- c.id dl,rinc the :::;a.la 
6.e.:'G of "G~·1e Fair, b~.-.t ,10u Y.ave to seel-: ~:ood. 2.s the-;::· }:10:~so tho:·-:.solves 
l:c the r:uiet emres, r.cr,"""Jss t:.LE. • ra: :f.'ron. c sta':ed COYT, c::.-:.evrin::.; 
1·.!.c 2., t; u_d. 

On tl1 e hiJ.J s to t··v3 no:ct'. t"\!G st rme l0oks ·,. _\c:r: ,-:' see .. ,yf: ~ ·,::-n:•<~ 
trcos. :.:I'. ~Ic.c..cl-::, e. vctei~a~-:. of the Cit:·· 0°-:' J:ortlt:nd sorv~_ce, who is 
t~1e ::-ircsc1:t car_-;-ta::.eT of t·:..e F01•,3str~-- "b,.--.iloJ.n,;, sat 1J.:,_io::. t:1:;.s 'lort:_ 
vorri.nda L:ld told rn.G c-: e. tihe, t~·i:.·t~- ~-enrs C.:"~o, \'ll1e:~ t'.,_,,.t :·j_ll ·.,r.s 
covere1J. 1·j_-~1.: s:_1li·c corG.-.Joccl. ;,. tn~sh fire ct:-::,:c s.nd. ;;:.--.""!.1 ;.od e-OC 
co:::ts -:J~-_, t>.s;;, wor)cl, owned ·h:·· 0;1.P. Sill Crc2.1or. 

Er•r • t'~c lOC1 i.'o,:-;-t; vo1_~1: .. : .. dr. or. tt.e east, one, >r.& yj_o·., of 
Lt. 1:oocl, u}1.ic~~ :Ls tJ:c oEl::- nec.r t:1i:n:~ ou::_' logs ce.:: revenrLce c.s 

:?ror.:;_ t':r--: west 100 i'oot ver2..::da, we 1,:)0:.c L_•on t:.1e 1)oc..ut H'r:::.. 
&IJ.6. e::: .cnsi ve l::,:..J.e:~- or '.!estovo:r: terrr.cos -- to1:·r&c~-::s Hc,C.e :. ossL)le 
1J::·· t~1.o r1l1}ci .. ~ __ .. of t~~~e 1')·t..c~:_;cc1 j~ilJ.s, c.s t~1.~:; s:LJ_t ~rcts ca1.,J"1 i0c1 to 
::'il.J :t:· •11·.ild' s la::o. 

:.~:1• ~ ~ac.c~.:: c~-'"-~ 1)t·2s :...,0: ~ar': ~s ~ -~2._0.e \1~ \.:isi-L c)::.")s. :.::e sc~·s ·c .. ~.c.~ . .Jv all 
tourists :::.L,1 vls: t 01·s c"' .. e clc.re t' .c :1··ill~LsC to "'c,e 1.1-r<::L1der:fr.l. Sol.le 
sa~ ~1azi~= t~i~~s. 

Tl1e li\)1.,cstr:- ~;~~_j_l\.I=L~·1::: ca11 l)e c;_~·;.G. is c Oj1.s:Ld.01~oc. fc~~-, L~.r.'..d c~~~:a~-­
-'..;Le t6s"L ',.V(·<,.'~ j_s,y, '.GE"G of (;1•ee:.,o:.,' s t ~-1~0(-':;2:' res.-.rnrces. 

>raise and c::-ati tude is dt:e Cscal" ::·u.l)G::.', t1•l: ;_,:;_ c! .itect, t.r:.d 
'.:.:'ho:rbu:.1:.: ROss, a::.l at·!-;..:1:c':.10:-, 1.·:10 conceived ·n:- o-: tt.E, ori(3i~_13.l 
id.ecs e:G1bodied i;·; ~:~ .. e lot-: .. :,ttild:t~ .. ~c_ .. 

1
'

1i':1i1->·:;~ • ·e.::.rs G<::rJ, t:1.e stn·:.~e:: ,J~~, To:.~11essee l1e~.c: r- co:.:t01:11:!.c.l 
e::=._Jos :i. t j_r;:·1 r_Jc ~. ~c_sl1,.ril:_e, ·t,·· o cf"' _)i -::c.l. 

ii.t -~::::.'-:t tL:e, t'.:e l,lC".,11.)r attrc.'.cti,:rn. was a )laster cmd staf:' 
co_:: ... o:r t:"Le li.tllel:io..:··_ = e.rtl1or:0I1. }l1c)~.1sr.11C.s r.::~l!te to see r .. ~~c? 2.cl'.-.!_i:re . 
·.r1e:,_ t>;;. fli:t.~sil:; co:1stTrc·~oc1 edifice hec..,a:_ to :~all into 6.ec(::", 
n.ftc • '- ls.::_:.s,> of' tvn c.~ece..des, tl:e board of ,_-•;-: -~-: Co:,:r:issio::ers o:f 
l~as: ville c~_ecic1od to re~_)lt'_ce it b: a :)e:.'l'lc1r.~::.~.t st:·~l1ctl'!_J .... e ·1c.cle •)f i:-li1-c.­

ti ::>l:. mc.r1 le, a c01.~:_Dsi "_;ic:1 o:~' COj,ient, sc.:"lc c.;_1.d va:ricoloreo. :>eb":..,les 
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v;as used. .. . • • . . . . . . . • '1.1he }_ artLmi.011 at Ii.ashville novr stands 
co1<:.::leted like the one j_n tlle Grecian ci::_·,i":;al of tvrnnt·c·-:four cen­
turie;s a::;o, OIJ e.. sli::;ht elevation. n (hlentor - I ~a:,,, t 2?.) 

Since l\-Gshville saw fit to give :::_)err.1ccnency to e_n alie:1 i::.ttrac­
tion, I ortlan6. shou:i.d :1ot hesitc.tc to :')reserve 2.t SJ~/ c0st, a 
builc1ir..{~' which caimot easily be d.r.plicated or h1i tated. 

Unttl CciI' conve;;a.nces of some ;:.:lud can deli vsr s1:ch lo::;s, 
it will be almost imi)o:.:;si1)le tn re:)eat th:i.s wn~rk of crt, d1oe t:) 

dist,~nco of tn~ .. ns-~'ortation ;J:" rail. 

La~,. r1:::..n: 0
• visi to:-·s tn :m1' Forostr:;• ln·j_ldinc;, feel t'.:e revor·o'·~ce 

of L .. le:,c:c_ncl::r ·,'ilb-:-it:-.rne .:eddle , Y:1.o vrrotc L .. t>.o Nat:ional Geo(~raphic 
L:af::szj_nc of :U0ceJi1bor, l92t, 

nr visit od the _·arthenon L~~ all :i.t s overul1.elni:1e, c;ra.nclot'.r 
aEd seve:;~e t--eaut:~. 11 

n1r11ere rL;'e thinc;s in tl1j_s ·,jor16. w:uc,1. hO so J.ovo or so ::dmi2:e 
'tl.lo.t uo e.::'e loath to :;..;rcj_se t;l1.01,L, lost bt clur1s:'· or ill-c110sen 
01·_:i_o~t:.' we sh,1uld l::n:;n OT c1::.rU.11.l.sh ui.1:J.t W8 nre faij~ to honor." 

11 1 felt this liefo:c0 t~1e : • .-arti-:oncm." 



THE TEMPLE OF FORE~TRY 

Portland, Oregon, is a town of the woods. Since 1823 when 

David Douglas crune up the river as far as a sailing vessel could bring 

him, and thereupon made his preliminary exploration of the Douglas fir 

region afoot, a city at the head of navigation was predestined to be­

come the timber capital of the world. It is therefore fitting that a 

distinctive temple of forestry should symbolize the native setting in 

the grandest forest that man has known. 

In all periods of history peoples have builded monumental edi­

fices, according with the spirit of their aspirations, and reflecting 

their bents for architectural expression. In a region of grand rivers, 

majestic mountains, and magnificent forests, contrived artificial temples 

would seem superfluous. They add little or nothing to the picture, are 

more likely to detract. Therefore it is not passing strange that in 

the vicinity of the City called Portland, there has been erected no 

cathedral, no shrine, no grand object of conventional art to signalize 

the civilization or the worship of the living; neither have the denizens 

of the region where rolls the Oregon, gone in for a great war memorial 

or a gathering place for the multitude, to compare with adjuncts of 

urban living made common in other localities. 

In 1905, .l:'ortland staged a World's Fair to celebrate the passing 

of a century since Lewis and Clarke proved up on the annexation of the 

only portion of the U.S.A. that has never been suzerain to a flag other 

than the stars and stripes, and by the same token, while it was not 

realized at its inception the Lewis and Clarke Fair marked the end of 

an era in Portland's metropolitan history. Wooden sidewalks and. planked 

streets did not long survive the Fair. Fish wheels and salmon caDneries 

on the Columbia River had seen their day, anq _expanses of logged-off 

land were beginning to accent the new cry of conservation resounding 

nation wide. National forest reserves had their beginnings. Concrete 
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and steel had not replaced bricks and timbers in downtown buildings. 

Still and all Portland continued to be and for that matter still is 

the luraber capital of the world. 

The Oregon State Building of the Lewis and Clarke Exposition 

was built in the form of a giant house of logs and was named the l"i'orest­

ry Building. 

Designed only to serve during the fair, it caused so much public 

interest and admiration that the City acquired it and made it a part 

of its park system, and although all other traces of the layout of the 

exposition have long since disappeared, the Forestry Building still 

stands and serves to impress, visitors. Left in comparative silence, 

the noises and babble 9f the fair removed, it is more awe-inspiring as 

it slowly settles to decay, than when it was new, :lf anything may seem 

new when made up of trees that vvere centuries old, before they were 

felled and their trunks rafted up the river and ranged into a preten­

tious shel te1~ for the worlrn of the whi te:man. No man-made thing or 

work in and about Portland is as telling to visitors as is our Forestry 

Building. 

The original construction cost was only some $30,000. The timber 

was donated. To duplicate it today would cost several times that much. 

What is more, it cannot be duplicated in any other region. The struc­

ture is 206 feet long, 102 feet wide, and the ridge of the roof is 72 

feet above the floor. The rafters are the trunks of large trees. The 

floor contains 22,000 board feet of perfect vertical grain fir flooring, 

i.e. without knot pitch pocket or wind shake flaw, a veritable lumber 

grader's dream of qualj_ ty. 

There is a total of a million board feet of timber in the entire 

building. Each of the columns composed of tree trunks 6 feet in diruneter 

and standing 54 feet high will make 8,000 board feet, of high grade 

lu...mber and many laths. There are G4 nf' t-.hA~A r llrw,o,,,.._i,.-, .-..+' +-"l-, - ..--~-- .... 
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standing up and serving as columns or pillars. The walls composed of the 

same sort of timber, are laid up horizontally in regular log cabin 

fashion, hewed for bearing and notched at corners. The logs are nearly 

all of ~ouglas fir. Two of hemlock , and four of western red cedar among 

the outside pillar trees are notable exceptions. All of the timber was 

laid with bark intact, and it has been maintained in its natural state. 

A feature of the architecture is the exterior covering of the 

gables, with a facing of bark taken from smaller trees, and used to serve 

in the manner of rustic siding. Oddly enough the bark siding has remained 

in near perfect preservation wi tb.out any attention, while a constant war­

fare on insects, borers, fungus and dry rot, has been waged in order to 

preserve the wood within the bark throughout the building. No heat or 

light is permitted in the building, because heat aids the propogation 

and growth of all forms of biological parasites, and light attracts un­

desirable insects. No preservative treatment was applied when the build­

ing was constructed back in 19U4, as it was intended to stand only for 

the duration of the Fair. More recent research in wood preservation 

has disclosed the possibility of an inexpensive treatment that would 

have added centuries to the life of the building, whereas, as it stands, 

the very magnitude of the timbers, and the constant losing fight of the 

caretal{er on the agents of deterioration are all that have prevented 

complete ruin long ago. 

Repairing log cabins is a process that just isn't done. And 

when it comes to restoring them they are rebuilt altogether. This 

should be done before long in the case of the Forestry Building, for 

two reasons. First, it is eminently worthwhile for the timber capital 

city to have its capitol building. Second, it won't be many years hence 

when the fungi and the bugs and other agencies of destruction have won 

their fight and our unique temple will be only a memory. Further, un-
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less action to rebuild is started soon there will be no trees of the 

calibre available, with which the building might be duplicated. 

Formerly there was housed within it an extensive collection of 

the cones of evergreen trees. There are some fine specimens of differ­

ent woods dressed to show grain structure. One of the most impression­

able displays is a tide-land spruce, 173 years old, which had sprouted 

and thrust its roots into the decaying bark of a fallen Port Orford cedar, 

almost a century before Lewis and Clarke reached Oregon. It enveloped 

the still sound log and rooted in the soil. The cedar log has 304 annual 

rings and had fallen when only Indians populated America. It was a tree 

2 feet in diameter when ColTu~bus discovered America. 

The Forestry Building lent inspiration to Mayor Harry Lane at 

the time of the Fair to propose an annual Festival of Roses, distinctive 

of Portland which had become the City of Roses along with its sawdust 

tang. The Rose Festival also prevails as a characteristic of the civic 

life of Portland's citizens. 

The Forestry Building during all its history has been used only 

as an exhibit of trees and a temple of the plant world. 

Make a pilgrimage to this temple, and admire it while you are 

yet privileged. 



Report of visitors in Forestry Building 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 

September 
October 

November 
December 

1938 

1531 
1525 
1790 
2244 
3171 
4178 
5883 
5524 
3800 
1924 
1398 
1443 



Ura. MJrtle Nunn, 
318 N. 12th Street, 
Phoenix, .Ar1&0na. 

Dear lira . Nunns 

April 5, 1940. 

I have just received your letter or 
'arch 22nd requesting 1ntonnat1on on the Forestry 

Building. I am enclosing a cow ot an article 
wlrleb I believe will give you most ot the pr1n­
o1pal information 7ou have requested. 

Tmtre ••• alao publ1abed acme ten yeara 
ago, a Sunda7 feature article in the Portland 
Oregonian which pve more details of bow the loge 
were brought 1n and the building erected. While 
you m1gbt be interested 1n more detail I doubt U-
1t ia worth your While to run it down. So tar aa 
I know the bu1ld1ng 1• the largeat '!Log cabin" 1n 
the world, although I do not aee that that reatu..~ 
adda anything to !ta :tame or qualit7. 

Youra Ter, trw.7, 

Superintendent of Parka. 

K/d 



THE FORBSTRY BUILDI1~G 

In the spring of 100€, the expedition of Le,.ris a.vid Clark 

passed the mouth of the Willamette river on its return trip after 

wintc,ring on the lower Columbia ct the present site of .Astoria. 

Learn - from Indians oi' the presence of the river, the !'-Outh of 

v;-hlch was hiddan from sight by islands, Captain Clark set out to 

explore it. He ascended it for several miles, end that n:tctt \71--ote 

in his journal: nTh.is valley is bounded westward b7 the 111ountainous 

count1~y bordering the coast, .fror.i wh1.ch :! t extends ee.st\'?arc1 thirty 

miles inc direct· line till it is closed by the ranee of mountcins 

ores cine the Columbia above the o:-eat falls. Its len£th f1•om north 

to south uo e .. re unable to determine# but we believe that tho valley 

,uust o.::tend to a c reat distance: it .ts in fact the only d.ooirable 

s1t'>-1ct:l.on £'or a settlenent on the western aide of the nocL.7 mountains., 

and beinc naturally fertile., v.rould, 1.f properly cultivated, afford 

subsistence for forty or f:li'ty thouscnd souls. n 

In 1905 the Lewis e..ne Clark Pti.ir tma held, to show the 

pro£7'oss made in the Oregon country d.1:iring the int,3rvening one hundred 

years . 1t waa decided that a great log cabin., the largef:!t in the 

'tlorld., 1uight t.rell depict the products ·Of' the forests; as vell as honor 

the achievements of Oregon ta pioneer settlers. The Porest17 Building~ 

deal(l'led by Architect A. E. Doyle, wao built by the state at o oost 

of over ~30.000., entirely of the products of Horthwest .forests. Two 

ndles of fir logs five and siX feet 1n diameter, eight miles of poles, 

4S.ooo fir shakes, and 30,000 l'ir bark shingles, went lnto its con­

struct:J.on. 

Soon after the exposition the state presented it tc th.e Ci.ty 

of Portland, which has maintained it since. 



~ . n. B. Van Duzer, Pres., 
Inman-Poulsen Lumber Coopany, 
Pt. of s. E. Cnruthora, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear r . Van Duzer: 

September 10, 1940. 

.As you know, I have been '' crying in tbe wJ.lder-
nes s" for a new Forestry Buildina, with brl{;hter hopes lately 
of relocating 1t on Council Crest . 

A couple of years ago a contractor who was de-
11var1ng peelero from near Eugene to Grays Harbor told me 
that it would cost about 500 apiece to deliver sixty-five 
six foot tree trunks to Council Crest, but that it would not 
be lonG, at the rate they are going, until they could not be 
bad for love or money. 

At the same tine I bad scr.ne confabs with different 
":J. s . Forest off1c1als in tl~e line of inquiry on methods of 
preservation. \'Jh1le the f1nd1nss were not conclusive, I was 
1eft with the impression that it would be a relatively easy 
matter to girdle the selected trees sod apply blue stone 1n 
solution to be taken up in tho sap c1rculat1on, oausinG the 
treo to die on the etu:np but preserving it against ravages 
of insects and .fungi. as well as holding the bark if timed 
r1sht. 

Tomorrow tl.e Chamber of' C~erce is payinc nn 
official call to the Pacific lyaood mill at f,1llam1na. Hurrah 
for the entarpriaeJ But how's about setting about aaving a 
hundred trees for a show on Council Crest? 

I don ' t know the people or the game but it would 
seem that the Douglas ~1r Association or tbe timber 1ndustr~ 
in general should find it worthwhile to set up another exhibit 
as significant aa our old ~orestry Building. And surely there 
t:1U&t be broader interests to enlist. llow can this town do 
without something of the kind? 

This is by way or announcin£ that I have notions 
of descending on you for some competent advice on how to got 
the timber. 

Yours very truly. 



From Dept. of 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to 

Subject 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

Bureau of Buildings 

Finance 

(NOT FOR MAILING) 

December 26,1941 

Bureau of Parks (_:,.ttention Mr~ C. F. ~ .. iegand) 

~ondition of colcians in Forestry Building 

Dear Sir: 

In response to your verbal re quest, an 
investigation was made of the condition of the 
Forestry Building, particularly with reference 
to two wooden columns which have settled. 

,~. report of this investigation, made 
by Inspector E. ~. Dunlap, is herewith attached . 
According to this report it is quite evident that 
somethina, should be done to improve conditions , 
although it does not a ppear that any special 
hazard exists. 

HEF 
75"""" 

1 enc . 

Yours very truly, 

Inspector of Buildings 

Cc/ 

C 29 19 

OF P 



From Dept. of 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to 

Subject 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
( NOT FOR MAILING) 

Building Division ~ecember 26,1941 

H. ~ . Plwnmer, Inspector of Buildings 

Condition of columns in Forestry Building. 

Dear 3ir: 

The Park Department havinp: reported that 
two colwuns in the Forestry Building were settling 
0adly, an inspection was made. 

tV 

., ) 

The columns referred to are two outside 
colWJms which support portions of the outside 
balconies and portions of the roof. One column stands 
on the westerly side at the southerly end of the bal­
cony and only a few feet f r om the bottom of a valley 
rafter at the intersection of the roof. 

There are "webfoot a gutters on the roof 
which carry the water to an opening in the gutter 
at the valley rafter. ~ downspout was supposed to 
be installed here, but this has never been done and 
the water runs down onto the lawn near the bottom 
of the column above referred to. 1 drain pipe has 
been installed against the bottom of the column. A 
ditch was dug for the installation of the drain pipe 
and after the pipe was installed, the ditch was re­
filled with dirt. ·~ether the drain pipe extends to 
a dry-well or sewer could not be determined. 

The water from the roof has formed a mud 
puddle a few feet from the bottom of the column and 
the dirt in the ditch being soft has permitted the 
water to soak down around the footing under the column, 
and to cause settlement of the column. 

This column has settled six inches and 
leaves the roof unsupported at this point. However, 
there is no sagging in the roof, as the stringers 
above the columns sre ample to support the load. 

There is some dry rot on the outside of 
the column, but it appeared to the inspector that 
there is sufficient solid wood in the center to carry 
all loads imposed. The amount of solid wood in the 
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column could not be determined without equipment 
which the inspector did not have at hand. 

The other column referred to by the Park 
Department is on the easterly side of the building 
at the northerly end of the balcony and the same 
condition exists there, except that the water from 
the roof has a better chance to flow away and does 
not soak into the ground so much. The settlement 
of this column is only about three inches. 

Downspouts and drain pipes which operate 
in a proper manner should be installed and a com­
plete check should be made to determine the stability 
of the columns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chief Inspector, Building Division 



From Dept. of 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to 

Subject 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOT FOR MAILING)° 

January 2, 1942. 

Parks 

Mr. c. P. Keyser, Supt. 

Dear Sir: 

Submitted herewith is communication from 
the Inspector of Buildings, dated December 26th, 
relative to condition in Forestry Building, in which 
he suggests taking care of the roof drainage as a 
partial prevention of the settling. 

I have an estimate of the cost of replac­
ing the down spouts and repairing the gutters for 
$153.00. I would respectfully recommend that this be 
done. 

W:d 



Parka 

Building Division 

Mr. H. E. Plummer 

Porestry Building 

Dee.r Sir: 

January 4, 1943 

Following our telephone converaGtion of 
last week, will you kindly make an inspection and 
report en the condition of the Forestry Building, with 
special reference to the outside columns and bat serves 
fore. frieze. 

If you need any assistance in the otter of 
access o.z, ladders to climb with let me know ~:1oen you 
expect to visft end I ·,1111 ask our foreman to ive you 
all possible aid. -

Yours very truly, 

Superintendent of Parka 

K:d 



Bureau o.,. e.rke 

inence 

Ho orable nneth L. Coop r, 

Council Cal . 2193, proposal of c . , Peterson to wreck the 
orestry Building. 

August ? , 1943 

De 1· Sir~ 

.eturn d her 1th ls Oalend r No . 2195, 
ropo 1 ot c . . Petrson to wre~k th orestry 

Building. 

I ould res» cttu.lly reoo end that the 
oo uuiaation be plac don tile . Th Fore try 
Building bas not yet outli edits u efulness, and 
until it sl 11 h ve bean replaced or condeJLlled, it 

hou.ld b maintained tor the use and bon fit of 
the public, as a notorious tiDber xh1b1t of this 
region. 

Very truly yours, 

Supcrint ndent of rko 



Honorable Kenne th L. Coopoi:, 
Co o~-onor of Pinonco, 
Fortlcnd, Orogt,n. 

Der ulr: 

,,,--

Returned herswlth ~s co-::cun1c&tlon .fron Edwnrd r. 
Sohw ... rt=.., Ed•tor, Dn l;- J'ournal o~ ·Co rce. 

In line w1tl::: y.ollI' ... gest1on., I am attilcL1ne, a 
short ctory n th . or ::t.-ry "':11.l lng v: ~ch I wrote s ~ throe 
ye.arc ngo~ !tr. Scinrsrtz "s o ... of 3Cveral i,o lu;ve epa? ·en 
up .fo110'.Ttns tbe p:-oposal of ,,. • ~. Peterson to wroe1• .... 

Fol" stry Bail n 0 for wl:nt it 7 yield n the nr :: nt od 
a~~ 1 ~, rt.a0 e. 

D ~ t.av~ ~: r ~ort ?, I b t t1U3 
8 

3 t ;r t o .. t uit;· .. ,..be "l'oras"-y !r 
.n t 11'> ·1 I "". 1n,~ w a .. o ~1 'i plnn ... • r place 1.,. at .. he anrl e&t 
opportuno tl~. I t tnk p rl;.ap Ur. Scbwllrtz cun s.bs trllct 
wl: at 1nfo:rm&.tion e de.sil>es h tho "sbcrt st ry" tbnt I 
wrot l.!l 1940, ~ not I -·.u.cl ra"'or h1~ to an artlol by 
Eliz 'Jot:l !!. "c0l~e "hleh a_p ,..m .. ~ tu: a foat".lr n t c. y 

non of June 1, 1950, Ltch ~oc~ ~or~ xhaust!vely into 
t?:e o •trc s o~ t •??Jber an cth "':::. o ., 1 t1 .. .1ct~ n. 



.. 

Mr. H. s. Sackett, 
1302 Hobart Bldg. 
Sac Francisco, Oai1t. 

Dear Mr. Sacketts 

October 21, 1943 

Your kind favor of September 10th reached 
MJ desk when I was on an enforced vacation. Now I find 
that you are out of the o1ty. 

I have been inquiring tor years, usually 
buttonholing any tor&at products laboratory man who 
came to town, also have pestered the Weyerhauser people. 
Bow I never discovered you remains to be explained, 
which 1s to say I woul~ be glad to accept your invita­
tion to talk the matter ~ver. 

So tar I have notb1ns but dreams or a 
Forestry Building to replace the old one, but tt mJ' 
dreams are to be realized I have got to find a way to 
impregnate big timber. When you are 1n Portland again 
give me a buzz and we will develop the subject. 

Yours very ~rul7, 

Superintendent of Parka. 

Kad 



THE TEMPLE OF FORESTRY 
by 

C. P. KEYSER 
1943 

Portland, Oregon is a town of the woods. Since 1823, when David Douglas 
came up the river as far as a sailing vessel could bring him and thereupon made 
his preliminary exploration of the Dou~las fir region afoot, a city at the head 
of navie;ation was predestined to become the timber capital of the world, It is, 
therefore, fitting that a distinctive temple of forestry should symbolize the 
native setting in the grandest forest that man has known. 

In all periods of history peoples have builded monumental edifices, ac­
cording with the spirit of their aspirations, and rcflcctin1; their bents for 
architectural eA'J)ression. In a region of grand rivers, majestic mountains and 
magnificent forests, contrived artificial temples would seem superfluous. They 
add little or nothing to the picture, are more likely to detract. Therefore, 
it is not passing strange that in the vicinity of the City called Portland there 
has been erected no cathedral, no shrine, no grand object of conventional art, 
to signalize the civilization or the worship of the living; neither have the 
denizens of the region ''Where rolls the Oregon" gone in for a great war memorial 
or a gathering place for the multitude, to compare with adjuncts of urban living 
made common in other localities. 

In 1905, Portland staged a World's Fair to celebrate the passing of a 
century since Lewis and Clark proved up on the annexation of the only portion 
of the U.S.A. that has never been suzerain to a flag other than the stars and 
stripes. And, by the same token, while it was not realized at its inception, 
the Lewis and Clark Fair marked the end of an era in Portland's metropolitan 
history. Wooden sidewalks and planked streets did not long survive the Fair. 
Fish wheels and salmon canneries on the Columbia River had seen their day and 
expanses of logged-off land were beginning to accent the new cry of conserva-
tion resounding nation-wide. National forest reserves had their beginnings. 
Concrete and steel had not yet replaced bricks and timbers in downtown buildings. 
Still and all, Portland continued to be, and for that matter still is, the lumber 
capital of the world. 

The Oregon State BuildinP, of the Lewis and Clark Exposition was built in 
the form of a giant house of logs and was named the Forestry Building. 

Designed only to serve during the fair, it caused so much public interest 
and admiration that the City acquired it and made it a part of its park system, 
and although all other traces of the layout of the exposition have long since 
disappeared, the Forestry Building still stands and serves to impress visitors. 
Left in comparative silence, the noises and babble of the fair removed, it is 
more awe-inspirin~ as it slowly settles to decay than when it was new, if any­
thing may seem new when made up of trees that were centuries old before they 
were felled and their trunks rafted up the river and ranged into a pretentious 
shelter for the works of the white man. No man-made thing or work in and about 
Portland is as telling to visitors as is our Forest·ry Building. 

The original construction cost was only some $30,000. The timber was do­
na~ed. To duplicate it today would cost several times that much. What is more, 
it cannot be duplicated in any other region. The structure is 206 feet long, 
102 feet wide, and the rid~e of the roof is 72 feet above the floor. The 
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rafters are the trunks of large trees. The floor contains 22,000 board feet of 
perfect vertical grain fir flooring, i.e., without knot, pitch pocket, or wind 
shake flaw, a veritable lumber grader's dream of cpality. 

There is a total of a million board feet of timber in the entire building. 
Each of the columns composed of tree trunks 6 feet in diameter and standing 54 
feet high will make 8,000 board feet of high grade lumber and many laths. There 
are 64 of these monarchs of the forest standing up and serving as columns or 
pillars. The walls composed of the same sort of timber are laid up horizontally 
in regular log cabin fashion, he11ed for bearing and notched at corners. The 
logs are nearly all of Douglas fir; two of hemlock and four of western red cedar 
among the outside pillar trees are notable exceptions. All the timber was laid 
with bark intact and it has been maintained in its natural state. 

A feature of the architecture is the exterior covering of the gables, with 
a facing of bark taken from smaller trees and used to serve in the manner of 
rustic siding. Oddly enough, the bark siding has remained in near perfect pre­
servation, without any attention, while a constant warfare on insects, borers, 
fun~us and dry rot has been waged in order to preserve the wood within the bark 
throughout the building. No heat or artificial light is permitted in the build­
ing, because heat aids the propagation and growth of all forms of biological 
parasites., and light attracts undesirable insects. No preservative treatment 
was applied when the building was constructed back in 1904, as it was intended 
to stand only for the duration of the fair. More recent research in wood pre­
servation has disclosed the possibility of an inexpensive treatment that would 
have added centuries to the life of the building, whereas, as it stands, the very 
magnitude of the timbers and the constant losing fight of the caretaker on the 
agents of deterioration are all that have prevented complete ruin long ago. 

Repairing log cabins is a process that just isn't done. tnd When it comes 
to restoring them, they are rebuilt altorrether. This should be done before 
long in the case of the Forestry Building for two reasons. First, it is emi­
nently worthwhile for the timber capital city to have its capitol building. 
Second, it won•t be many years hence when the fungi and the bugs and other agen­
cies of destruction have won their fight and our unique temple will be only a 
memory. Further, unl0ss action to rebuild is started soon, there will be no 
trees of the caliber available with which the building might be duplicated. 

Formerly there was housed within it an extensive collection of the cones of 
evergreen trees. There are some fine specimens of different woods dressed to 
show grain structure. · One of the most impressionable displays is a tide-land 
spruce, 173 years old, 'Which had sprouted and thrust its roots into the decaying 
bark of a fallen Port Orford cedar almost a century before Lewis and Clark 
reached Oregon in 1805. The cedar log has 304 annual rings and had fallen when 
only Indians populated America. It was a tree 2 feet in diameter when Columbus 
discovered America. 

The Forestry Building lent inspiration to Mayor Harry Lane at the time of 
the Fair, on the occasion of the staging of the traditional Rose Show, to 
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propose an annual Festival of Roses, distinctive of Portland which had become 
the City of Roses along with its sawdust tang. The Rose Festival also prevails 
as a characteristic of the civic life of Portland's citizens. 

The Forestry Building during all its history has been used only as an 
exhibit of trees and a temple of the plant world. 

Make a pilgrimage to this temple and admire it while you are yet privi­
leged, 

#2082 
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CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOT FOR MAILING) 

From Dept. of Building Di vision January 13,1944 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to 

Subject 

Finance 

C. P. Keyser, Superintendent of Parks 

Condition of Forestry Building, N.W. Upshur St.,near 
N.W. 28th Avenue. 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with your request, inspection 
has been made of the Forestry Building at N.W. Upshur 
Street and N.W. 28th Avenue, with special reference 
to the frieze and the outside C(tl)lumns of the building. 

~ ~ The frieze or the planchers of this building 
~"- ~ are in the form of slabs which were four to six inches 

, ,., ~""" { thick, exclusive of the bark. Vlhen they were placed, 
I ..,., ~ the bark was on the slabs. Most of the bark has now 

I\' ~ 
w. J fallen off. The slabs were attached to the lookouts 

with heavy spikes and now that the bark has fallen 
off, this leaves the heads of the spikes exposed. In 
one place the outer or summer wood on the slab is 
also peeling and is about ready to fall. The frieze 
which has deteriorated to the ·· greatest degree is on 
the north gable at the top. All of the frieze is 
more or less decayed, but there is no particular 
hazard here, as only small pieces fall and the failure 
of the frieze will not weaken the structure, except 
that the roof would probably sag down between the 
lookouts. Two employes of the Perk Bureau came with 
ladders at the time of inspection, but the ladders 
were not of sufficient length to get up to the frieze 
and inspection had to be made from the balconies. 
A detailed and close inspection might reveal :further 
weaknesses, but it is believed the inspection was 
sufficiently close to determine conditions with sub­
stantial accuracy. 

As to the outside columns, it was found 
that three are considerably deteriorated. On the 
westerly side, the column closest to the south end is 
badly decayed on the outside, but there is a core of 
solid wood inside, which is probably about one-fourth 
of the area of the entire column and will support the 
load at this point. On the easterly side of the build­
ing, the column nearest the north end is badly decayed. 
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The column and the balcony above are settling to a 
considerable extent and the roof at this point is 
now supported by the beams overhead. This colu.ITL.n 
has deteriorated to an extent where it is reason­
ably to be expected it may collapse - perhaps 
within a few months. The column next to this is 
also considerably deteriorated, but is not in as 
bad condition as the one at the end. -rrJ'hile there 
is no particular danger that the building will fail 
at this point, yet it would be well to put some 
temporary shores under the balcony and roof to 
avoid further settlement. 

It is obvious that considerable repair­
ing will have to be done to this building in the 
not too distant future, but outside of the shores 
suggested above, it is believed the matter may be 
held in abeyance a few months until weather con­
ditions are better and possibly other conditions 
will be more favorable. 

If further information is desired, this 
department will be glad to furnish it upon re~uest. 

Yours very truly, 

Chief Inspector, Building Division 

EAD 
~ f 

On January 28th, Cormnissioner Cooper, accompanied by the 
Superintendent of Parks, the Director of Park Plantings, 
and the General Foreman of the Bureau of Parks, and Mr. 
C. W. Raynor and Mr. Dunlap of the Bureau of Building­
Inspection, climbed all over the Forestry Bldg. and 
considered all of the questions raj sed in the above report. 
No action was indicated, however Raynor stated that there 
was no essential change or deteriou at·on apparent since his 
report of 1935. • .Jl 

• 1/v~ /ii 
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Dr. Bubert,. 
The I. F. Loucks Company, 
~attle, Washington 

Dear Doctor Hubert: 

January 4 , 1943 

A friend of mine recently suggested that I in­
quire rrom you if there 1s a wood-preqerying process that 
could be used for large tree trunks with the bark on. 

As you are doubtless aware, the City of Portland 
has kept its Poreatry Building standing forty years when 
it was built to serve only for the use or the Lewis and 
Clark fair. We have always considered replacing 1t and 
if and when we do the intention is to give the timbors 
such treatment as may be feasible . 

I would appreciate any line you could give me 
on how to tackle our problem. 

Yours very truly, 

• 

Superintendent of Parke 

K:d 
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911 WESTER AVENUE, MA~ITIME BUILDINC:-SEAlllE, 4, U. S. A. 

'-/ 
January 5, 1944 

Mr. c. p. Keyser 
Superintendent of Parks 
Bureau of Parks 
314 City Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Keyser: 

This is to acknowledge your letter of Jan. 
4th regarding the preservative treatment of the large 
tree trunks in your Forestry Building. 

While in Portland some time ago, I dis­
cussed the problem of treating the bark-covered trunks 
with someone who was on one of the repair committees and 
at the time I could get no definite information regarding 
the condition of the trunk sections. If these trunks are 
reasonably sound and do not need to be replaced with new 
trunks, a method of feeding an oil-carried toxic into the 
wood could be devised. 

If you have in mind a method of treating 
Douglas fir trunks with the bark intact, there is consid­
erable information we can offer toward a successful treat­
ing method. These logs or trunks before treatment should 
have a moisture content of not over 25 per cent in order 
to insure reasonable penetration of the preservative. 
Little or no preservative can be expected to penetrate the 
unbroken bark, but a good treatment can be given the sawed 
ends, and it is these ends which I believe show the first 
and greatest signs of decay. 

If you will give me a few more details re­
garding your plans, first as to whether you intend to 
treat any of the old timbers already in position in the 
building and also the size, amount, and condition of the 
new timbers you may plan to use as replacements, then we 
can suggest the method of treatment and the right preserva­
tive to use. 
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The type of preservative treatment we would recom­
mend is known as 11clean treatment", one which does not discolor 
the wood, leave greasy, oily, or unpaintable surfaces and one 
which has little or no odor. This would be ideal for your use 
and once the preservative has been impregnated in the wood, it 
resists leaching by water and so insures longer protection against 
decay. 

EEH:EAZ 

Very truly yours 

I. F. LAUCKS, INC. 

By ~~.~~ 
Ernest E. Hubert 
Chief Pathologist 
Wood Technology Dept. 



Dr. Ernest E. Hubert, 
I. F. Laucks, Inc., 
911 ,astern Avenue, 
Seattle, 4, Wash1n~ton 

Dear Doc tar Hubert: 

January 10, 1944 

I have taken a 11 ttle time to reply to your kind 
favor of January 5th, and even at this writing we haven't 
worked out a definite plan for replacing the Forestry Bu1ld-
1ng. 

My guess la that the old Forestry Building ia too 
far gone to start any sort of a woodpreserving treatment that 
would be of material benefit. The idea is that we will con­
tinue to keep 1t open to v1a1tors as a ruin, if you please, 
until 1t has to be condemned. 

I3y that time I should like to have underwa7, a new 
Forestry Building on a new site, not neceasar1ly or the hori­
zontal log wall type, but at least featuring five or six toot­
tree trunks with the bark on for columna, and perhapa bark 
shingle• r~ther extensively on the exterior. 

I have an idea the main walls would better be made 
or massive rubble masonry. Soma J'8Ar& aeo, I believe, the 
Poreat Products Laboratory of tlle u. s. Forest Service conducted 
some experiments in impregnating growing trees bf g1rdl1Zl6 and 
causing solutions of ~lue atone and other chemicals to run with 
the sap and permeate the entire tree . 

' 
, I bel ieve the tree was supposed to be felled w1 thin 

a 79ar of the time of the girdling. Such logs as I have 1n 
mind to form the columns might as well be selected where they 
are growing and 1r thia treatment has proved to have merit it 
would seem to be the answer to our prayer tor a preservative 
or the large trees with the bark on. 

What I am looking for is a recommendation tor wood­
pre~ervative tor large rustic timber which naturally 1a not a 



; . 

• 

common order 1n the timber business . I shall have to do some 
promoting before I can talk of concrete plans. 

Again thanking you., I am, 

Yours ver, truly, 

Sut,erintendent of Parka 

K:rd 
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From Dept. of 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to 

Subject 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

·INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

Bureau of Buildings 

Finance 

(NOT FOR MAILING) 

C. P. Keyser, Superintendent of Parks 

Old Forestry Building. 

Dear Sir: 

January 31,1944 

In connection with inspection made on the 
afternoon of January 28th in company with you, Com­
missioner Cooper, Inspector Dunlap of the Building 
Bureau, and others of your bureau, I am enclosing a 
copy of a report made to Mr. Plummer for your bureau, 
as of January 17, 1935. As I read over this report, 
I find it very applicable to the condition of the 
building at the present time, with the exception of 
the condition of the entrance transom glass, which 
has been repaired, and the addition of a section 
covering the condition of three of the large columns 
outside the main walls supporting the outside bal­
conies and overhang of the roof. 

These three columns, one on the west side 
at the south end and two on the east side at the 
north end, have rotted at the bottom and settled from 
three to six inches. Little live load comes on these 
columns. A small panel of outside balcony and the 
overhanging roof are now largely carried by the other 
columns and the main wall of the building; the great­
er part of the load is the weight of the log columns 
itself. 

From appearances, the column on the west 
has probably settled through undermining of the foun­
dation by water from broken drain pipes. 

The columns on the east side have not only 
settled from broken drain pipe, but the northerly one 
from crushing of the rotten lower end. This crush­
ing will continue as the decay extends upward, with 
further sagging of the balcony. 

These columns should be repaired by being 
jacked up; the badly rotted ones cut off, and the 
foundation on which they rest raised as necessary. 
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It might be possible to splice them and greatly re­
duce the cost. 

The most important thing is to have the 
roof drainage system put into working order. 

In time it may be necessary to replace 
the lower layer of logs in the walls, which are 
showing signs of decay in numerous places. At the 
present_ time I think this has not advanced far 
enough to be necessary. This repair could be made 
by removing short sections of the rotted logs and 
replacing them with a masonry wall .. 

In answer to your request of January 4, 
1944, Inspector Dunlap made a report to you under 
date of January 13th, 1944, which should be reviewed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

- ·/: ~ ~------c. TN. Raynor 
Structural Bngineer, Bureau of Buildings 



.. 
CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOT FOR MAILING) 

January 17, 1935 

From Dept. of Engineer, Bureau of Buildings 

To Dept. of 

Addressed to H. E. Plummer, Inspector of Buildings 

Subject Old Forestry Building - Exposition Grounds 

Answering your request in regard to the condition of numer­
ous balconies within and without the old Forestry building at the 
site of the old Exposition Grounds. 

In company with Inspector Arnold, I went over several of 
these balconies and the stair leading to same and found them all 
in about the same condition, namely, from tour to eight inches out 
ot level, depending on their location and width which varies from 
six to nine teet. 

As this settlement in all cases occurs along the walls 
ot the building, it has no ooubt been caused by the greater shrink­
age across grain of the wall logs, compared to the shrinkage length­
wise or the columns. 

There are two types ot balcony construction. In one type 
the two-inch plank torming the tloor runs crosswise, one end resting 
on the top ot one ot the wall logs and the other end resting on a 
round stringer tramed to the large tree-like columns. This type 
could be leveled up by removing the floor and lagging to the wall 
logs a stringer at the proper elevation and relaying the tloor. In 
the other type, the two-inch plank runs along the balcony, resting 
on cross beSl!ls framed into the log wall and the columns. This type 
could be leveled ort by removing the tloor and lagging to the tops 
ot the cross beams wedge-shaped bolsters and relaying the floor. 
Both types of balcony have a one-inch wearing floor laid the other 
way directly on the two-inch floor. , 

The inside stringer ot the stairs to the balconies has 
also been atfeoted by the greater shrinkage vertically of the walls, 
throwing the stair out ot true. These can be trued up by resetting. 

Very little new material outside ot the wall stringers, 
blocking, a tew pieces ot rustic hand railing, and the necessary 
hardware would be required, as most ot the flooring could be replaced 
it care was taken in removing the same. 
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The results ot shrinkage by settlement are also apparent 
in other parts ot the building. This is especially noticeable at 
the main entrance, about ten teet square tramed in the log wall. 
Here the pressure ot the log wall above has depressed the floor sev­
eral inches by transmission through the framing tor the entrance 
doors and transoms. Several of the lights in the transom are cracked 
or broken, due to this pressure. 

A casual inspection ot the rest ot the building shows it 
to be in very good shape as to satet:,, at the present time. There 
are numerous minor repairs that could be made tor appearance' sake, 
such as relaying the brick at the entrance landing, nailing on the 
bark in places where it has become loose from the logs, and replacing 
the rotten logs forming the platform at the rear. 

The gouging out ot numerous rotten pockets which are begin­
ning to develop in some ot the logs where exposed to the weather, 
their treatment and tilling with mortar and covering with bark, would 
retard further decay. 

Drainage ot the root and ground immediately surrounding 
the wall could be improved. . 

The lite of this unique and wonderful building, now thirt:, 
years old, could easily be prolonged another thirty years by attention 
to the matters referred to above. It its usefulness as a structure 
of interest to all tourists that visit Portland and the northwest 
is to be continued, this should be done. 

Very truly :,ours, 

C . W. Raynor 
Engineer, Bureau ot Buildings 

CWR :MLS 
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Honorable Kenneth L. Ooo er, 
C soioner of' ·none, 
ortln d, Oregon 
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Old StI'ucture I 
Show$ Years 

Rot, Settling Walls 
'Doom Log Cabin1 

BY PAUL EWING • 
Sta.ff Writer, The Oreg-onis.n 

The "biggest log cabin in the . 
world," proposed time and ' 
again as · the ideal site for an 
Oregon museum, may continue 
to entrance tourists but will 
be·· getting no new tenants, a 
group of experts agreed Satur­
day: 

Time, dry rot, settling walis, 
sagging balconies and fire haz­
ards make the Forestry build­
ing, 2771 N. W. Upshur street, 
impractical for any use than 
that to which it is being put-a 
more or less empty mecca for 
those interested in massive log 
structures. • • • ,c:; 

The building was erected •for 
the Lewis and Clark exposition 
of 1905 and already is superan­
nuated for a log cabin, Charles 
P. Keyser, Portland's ,superin­
tendent of parks, pointed out. 

Portland, which owns . the 
building as part of its park 1 

system, has allocated $5000 to 
restore decayed columns on the 
outside and make nominal re-. 
pairs to the roof, Keyser said, 
but :further work would be 
useless. • 
Drawback& Pointed Out 
. . "When timbers like 'that get I 
to a certain condition of decay1 ' you can't ·do much ;about it,' 
Keyser pointed out. "The walls 
settle, the columns do not. That 
throws the roof out of line so 
it is difficult to keep in repair." 

So far as using the building· 
for a. museum is concerned, 
Keyser said it was not fireprQOf 
-a primary consideration for 
museum use; it cannqt be heated 
without starting growth of 
fungi in the timbers, and . in­
stallation of lights.would! attract 
insects that might hasten its 
destruction. • 

~eyser,said it was possible to 
use • the building temporarily 
for a museum, but not for long 
and not for valuable e:,mibit.l. A 
few -eas.es of motlh,eaten·/ $C• 
hil:>its, . crowded out of ,the '1ity 
hall .long since, now stmid' ·for­
~rnly in the gigantic building., 
Tb.a ~ conlfensus appea,l'lf • to be 
that burning the cabin would-be 
a .little too drastic , me1niai-,;Oif 
~liminating the exhibits/ but: if 
:it should burn e.ccidentally, "Jos,s, 
of the e:ii;hibits would -' be some 
compensation. '1 , 

The two major organizations 
interested in acquiring a· ·mnse­
um-the Oregon Museum foun­
dation, of which· J. C. Stevens 
is president, and the .,Oregon 
Historical · society,· djrected by 
Lancaster Pollard ....:,;, 'distinctly ; 
are not . interested .in" .. the For-1· 
estl'y building. •• • 

jTHE • Stffll)AY- ·OREGONIAN; • OCTOB!B · S;· i1t'7' 

JBuMding Called Fir&trap 
"The bll'.ilding. cannot , be :re­

stored,'' Po11ard said, . "If it 
corud be, it would not have ade- • 
que:te facilities for a· li}:)Fary." 

He PQinted . out that. the his- -. 
torical society has · thousqds of 
volum.es-'--the ' best coHecti'on of 
historical data in the region­
which cannot be entrusted to a 
ramshackle building, "and it i,s 
not properly designed for that · 
purpose anyway." . 

Stevens protested the Forest­
ry building was such a firetrap 
he would!· be afraid to "put-ma­
terials in there." , 

"For - a mus¢um, you · m:µst , 
have_ heat, Ught; jinftor se_rvice, j 
etc.,". he saiti. ' There is too • 

much chance of termites and 
too much rot under the bark in 
the Forestry building." . • • . . . i 

. Inivesttgation . of the ·. builditig . 
,by 'llhe. Oregoniari disclosed,that • 
the .main · floor of the · building, 
which • measures . 206 ••. by ' 1102, 

• fee_ t,_: has its -roof • supportecLby 
44 ' pj.Uars-logs· with· the bhr.k 

i left Oil"-eaCih 72 feet ·high 'and 
aver,g,ing · 6 feet _in dia_meter~::- ' 
·Woocf Pan~ls Rem~in , 

Posters in the -building; ap~ 
parently left over from •.the 
Lewi~ and ·c1ark • exposition,• 
state : that it contained 1,0.00;- . 
000,000,•board .feet of ·1umbe'r. 

It also ·contains a few beau-. 
tiful 'exhibits of wood panels, 
assorted ; antique whisky flasks 
and.' empty patent medicine bot-

. ties · in -wondrous variety; like- · 
: wise left over from 1905. : • . 
: . St~irw,~ys tq . the balconies are 
~iba:l"Ped ·by · stout wooden · gates .. 
.. Investigation showed ' that the 

balconies-wh~~e the flasks and 
patent medicine bottles repose 
in"" dust;ooveted boxes - !have 
settled 6 inches . to 1 foot · along 
the,,walls, while the open sides, 
attached to the pillars, remain 
at'the original-height. , 

Footing is bad and there is 
encflfg,h evidence • of dry rot to 
addl• an element • of adventure 
to . b'alcopy: walking. . . . 

. Log .rafters also are pulling 
apar.t. at joints since support­
ing ;posts. have settled and let 
them drop. · • . 
Fe·w· ·l,._ogs • .Solid 

At least one pillar long sirice 
has ',been wrapped . with wire. at 
the upper balcony level to keep 
bark and dry rot from cascad­
ing .:down on the main . floor­
which has plenty of its . own 
from other pillars covered with . 
six or · eight inches of rotted 
wood. A few logs give evidence 
of being .rotten . or .termite-rid- ' 

den clear through. Few 'are en-
tirely sound; • : . 

Arc lights, used to illuminate 
the buildin·g during ·the exposi­
tion; .still .hang .from.the beams. 
The first electric lights were in­
stalled in , rest rooms of the 
building .only a week or two 
ago in preparation for· a con­
vention luncheon of park super­
intendents in the main hall. 
• The .. exterior of · the upper 

building and roof is cove,red 
with bark shingles, now black 
with ·age but still good: Settli11g, , 
however, has made it virtually 
impossible to prevent le~s. I 
Many windows in the upper 
level have ·. been • broken and a 
few have been boarde4 Up._: • 

In spite of these disadvan­
tages, Fred Messner-, custodian 
of the building, says it still 
draws ·many . tourists each day 
during t~e . ,summer. It is in­
cluded . on '· scenic . tours of the 
city by bus .. companies. • 

.-. . ·-· ·- -- -- ··....:. . . , . .____ _ ----

•E<>r . their benefit, Keyser 
hastens to say there is little im­
minent danger of co\lapse~ . 

.On the museum question, he 
pe:rsonal'ly favors occupation of 
an old building in the vici:1~ity 
of: Skidmore fountain-a build­
ing wl).ich ·• could be completely 
remodeled inside while preserv­
ing; the exterior intact. 

Stevens has the old Failing 
scliool build-ing and one .· or two 
0th.er possible sites. in mind;,;. 

Prollard sees a more sensfble 
selection in the .Pioneer post.:~f­
:fice building than in · the ' For­
estry building, although altera-

! tions there · would be too costly 
to make it a practicable- mli, 
seum. • • ~-!' 

. Otner museum suggestiMs' 
wili'~;~e •. W¢lcomed, t!l..._ey~ dnti­
tn'ateqb:,jµtr:-,not, -.the. ,Forestry 
buildih( again, please! 



Turn Thumbs D·own 
• . •. . 

on· Fores,try · Buildina 

. ~b;~r balcony,_ clo11e~ to_ publi~, giv:,es cathedral-H~e scene in Forestry_ b~ild• 
w,,.~l:h.,txperts It~ .11 too rotten\ · for ,•Hstorabon as museum. Building, 
9cted for"'Liwis ,~ ~lark ,expositlon, is called.big'fire.trap, cannot be heated 
~ ·. lighted without damage. (Photos by Allan J. de Lay, staff photographer.) . 

f()r Museum 

Visitors, many bigger than Dennis Dean, 18 . 
months, still visit "cabin" and wood displays. 



. . . : ' .· < .,·., >~#fl • . ·'>;: '• ' . . . . . ··- ' - • , 
Settlb1g •side ' wans: .which have twisted roof . and ·balconies, dry rdt. an.d _ tJie ,ge_n.ral .debilities 
of -age have ta~en heavy toll of Forestry building, called the ''.bi~est l~~c!'_~ i~ th~ world." 



By LAMAR NEWKIRK 

WHERE in metropHtan 
Fortland, in an • area no 

larger than half a city block, 
would one in this age and day 
find over a million board feet 

~!tJ~di~~ aaJ~r~et~~~! i! 
g~~r five feet through at the 

Nowhere, of course, but in 
the famed Forestry buiiding, at 
28th and Vaughn stre<ats, re­
mainder and reminder of the 
Lewis & Clark fair of 1905. • 

Are cent visit to the old 
,3 tr u c tu re, now forgotten by 
many, revealed some interest• 
i ng data for then and now 
c.:omparisons. 

Dusty and faded with the 
vears. an old placard tacked t_o 
a Douglas fir plank ("call 1t • 
-;pruce if you wish." the old­
timers wrote) says Oregon was 
cutting at the time the "enor­
mous total" of 1 billion board 
feer annually, Oregon's annual 
:·ut has nO\v risen to well over 
ti billion feet a year. 

The figures postell i.t:1 tl?e old 
building giving Oregon s timber 
s ta n d might well startle not 
only the ghosts of yesteryear, 
lmt forest industry men of ter 
day, too. 

There were 300 billion board 
feet of stanrling timber in the 
:state a~ of 1904. so the world's 
fair po~ter declares. Notwith• 
~tanding our Va.5tly increased 
rate of cut, the 1944 figure 
stands at-holJ. your hat­
:l88.6:l2.000,000 boar,\ feet, most 
of a billion feet more ·than 4.0 
years ago. 

S ha de s of Paul Bunyan. 
How things must grow in Ore-­
_gun! 

Logs Were Floated 
Through 'Front Yards' 

However, a half century ago, 
many species now t.:ounted as 
limber were overlooked en• 
tirely, and then many part~ of 
rhe state were so inaccessible 
that timber cruisers hadn't 
even bothered to estimate their 
itarn.ls. The 300 billion figure 
was apparently, jm;t ~ fairly 
good estimate, but very con§~r­
\'ative. 

Logs hauled for the Forestry 
building would extend some 
two miles if laid end to end. 
Some of them are real old• 
growth Douglas fir saw logs 
measuring five feet at the butt 
and four feet through at the 
i:op of their 34-foot cut. The 
big timbers form a rmv of 
colossal pillars through the 
huge structure. 

Guild'.:, lake resiLlents 
shouldn't be startled, Uut those 
forest giants were a c tu a 11 y 
floated through their present 

!!~J~t 
1
~~Pd t~r~h~ }~~ils l;g:ito';}~ 

nlodding along in rafts behind 
1.ugs from Oak Point in \Vash• 
ington. Larger specimens 
c.:ould have been cut in Oregon, 
but there was no way to trans. 
port them in those days. How• 
ever, some of the eight linear 
miles of smaller Douglas fir 
poles actually did come fr01n 
Clackamas county. . 

Present-clay loggers w o· u l d 
.shudder at some methods used 
to bring in those big logs. Jack­
screws, a "long11 sLx-mile log­
ging railway and special tongs 
were included. 

Among .exhibits at the ex­
position in 1905 an<l still in 
p. lace is a 9•foot 4-inch Douglas 
fir cross-section with 57,1 an• 
nual growth rings. It was 
mammoth then, and still is, but 
the Siletz country hadn't been 
upened yet, and from there and 
other sections in recent years 
have come trees exceeding 12 
feet in diameter. • 

:.\iany l u m be r companies, 
long gone from the Oregon 
15 c en e, are still represented 
among the exhibits of Or cgon 
v,·ood in the building. Many of 
the wide and perfect planks 
would make officials at army .. 
flavy Central Procuring Agency 
in Portland pop their C'-yes in 
disbelief, For lumber lite that 

BIG lllTIBlR 
RIGHT IN PORTLAND 

'STANDING THIBER'-Douglas firs, five feet through 
at the butt and over 50 feet high, are .sti1l 'standing,' 
although cut 40 years ago, These big timbers, being ex­
amined by Ed Gilbert, caretaker, are part of a million 

board feet of logs in the famous Forestry building. 

in· anfE quantity they ,vould 

fsri't ~;g~~h rlf~t:i1~0 di~~1:;: 
to fill a good 1944 order, but 
they do show fine examples of 
near Iy every specie • of Oregon 
wood. 

Some of the I a be l s have 
dropped off, leaving light spots 
unstained by years of exposure. 
Some - of the original labels 
have been covered, too. Like 
the "Western white pine" iden­
tification now changed to read 
HWestern fir," a new designa­
tion that has come with the 
years. 

Among the many interesting 
oddities that· include a 15.foot 
poison ivy vine sans leaves,_ is 
a bole exhibited by the '1S. Ban. 
Flume Co. of Quincy, Or." Old• 
thners like George W. Corn• 

wall, editor.of The Timberman, 
recall S. Ban as a venerable 

~i)t~~~n fu~0 
\Vii~n~tt~h}~~~ 

Portland, and who also oper­
ated a general mercantile stol'e 
1:1.nd importing business at. H\V· 
1th avenue and Morrison street, 

Other Exhibits 
Are Impressive 

Other exhibits include boards 
from the old Tongue Point 
Lumber company of Astoria, 
later purchased by the Ham­
mond Lumber company, and 
burned some two decades ago. 
Hammond interests,. now al­
most entirely out of Oregon 
and operating in California 
redwoods, also had an exhibit 
of their. own.• 

2-@rr9urt Juurun(SUNOAY, JANUARY 28, 1945 
One of the Tongue Point dis­

plays is a solid, one-piece "yel-

THE Ol,D FORESTRY BUILDING-:-Venerable souvenir 
of Portland'.• Lewu, and Clark Exposjtion in 1905. 

.,,._ 
l: OtrGH TDIBKR for a •·mall bun~ In almost e,•i·y 
Umber, tha ·World's larges,• Jog c>tun, the Fore•try bqlltl­
lng, loom• huge J!()mpa.r<!d wiU1 the figures or a sen+e 
man and hls companion •lalll!ing at tl1e !oat or a M•CO<lt llll-

r fgbl timbers supporting the center se<itlon. 

MOST ANY DAY SE~· l'Ol!NGSTERS from Portlarnl 
schools in the old Fore$try building, poking inquLS1t1Ye 
·fingers at impressive timber displays. The three above aL"e 
e,Yeing a huge crosscut section of Douglas fir nearly l 0 

feet in diameter,' and over 500 years old. 

low fit-" plank two Inches thick, 
62 inches hlgh and six feet 
long, nicely finished and 

· polished. : •• 
Around the larger building, 

so acoustically excel1ent that 
visiting concert singers have 
given it cathedral qualities, are 
large myrtle, oak and curly ma-. 
pie slabs done to a perfect pol­
ish and worth top money to 
novelty manufacturers. 

Home owners, who have paid 
ten dollars for a short piece of 
spruce drainboard stock, may 
well marvel at the value of the 
20 by 3 f,oot spruce slab. ' . 

The old log building, 72 feet 
high is crumbling in pl::1<..'"t's 
now. One entrance is so dil.1pi .. 
dated as to be unusable. The 
balcony, now unsafe, is clos,!d • 

to visitors. But it is still a 
showplace. 

Ed Gilbert, city park 1:::ervke­
employe for 20 years anU r~ 
cently made caretake~· ... says 

·that from 30 to 35 nsit she 
building every day, with as 
many as 140 on a recent Sun­
day. 
• Despite ravages of time that 

~~iz~ e~~ a1ftire Pdef:c?~t
0h!~ 

rj.1arred the interior-although 
sinc:e the war someone ha:; 
carefully cut the word "Japan" 
ft-Om a list of countries receh-• 
fng Oregon log and lumber ex­
ports in 1905. 

Ion Lewis of Whidden & 
Lewis; the same Mr. Lew is who 
1}~;~i· tis~~['W~~1Z-~~ \ti~ 
building's architect. 



Mr. o .. P. Keyser 
Parks Superintendent 
Bureau of Ia.rks and Recreation 
Oity Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear .Mr • .Keyser: 

John L .. Noble 
1916 N .. 1ft. 29th. • Avenue 
:Portland 10 . Oregon 

November 12 , 1947 

This letter is in regard to the need of a sidewalk 
south of the Forestry Building along Upshur street. 

at almost any time during a business day automobiles 
are parked along Upshur street past the Forestry Building 
thus forcing pedestrians either to walk out in the street 
dodging traffic or to make three street orossings--aoross 
Upshur. then 28th. and baok across Upshur street. Du.ring 
the day and partioularly at change of shift the vehiole 
traffic is very heavy. The danger is increased because o:f 
the combination of an intersection, a curve. and a steep 
grade directly in front of the Forestry Ruilding. 

On November 7, 1947 in a telephone oonversation with 
1±r. Nussbaumer of the iark Bureau he suggested that I write 
this letter. Re also said that instead of a sidewalk a 
path might be provided over the park grounds. While the 
path wouJ.d serve the purpose, there is doubt in my mind 
of its being used by the majority of pedestrians. At 
either end of the path a very steep approach grade, probably 
requiring steps, would make it very diffioult for women 

with baby buggies or strollers to neg-otiate. The average 
pedestrian would probably take the course of least resistan• 
and most danger and walk in the street. 

Of oourse, I re~iz-e that to make a ourb-level sidewalk 
would mean excavation of the earth bank and the removal 
of some large fir trees. But there a.re many pedestrians 
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including school children from this neighborhood and from 
the Gu1lits Lake Housing :Project who go by the Forestry 
Building and are exposed to this danger se'teral times a 
day. Therefore I believe a curb-level sidewalk the only 
practical solution to the problem. 

Your consideration of the matter will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 

k/.~ 
ahn L-. Noble 

ac Mr. Ben Morrow, 0-1 ty Engineer 



F bruary 13, 1948 

Mr. R!llmru1 Luedr 0 1aflrll'1 
resident, PortL na Chaiuber of Comm.arc 

824 S. '• 5th 
Portlrmd, Oregon 

Danr Mr. Lueddemann: 

A cei-•ta.in w1dePsigned minion of the body pol11:;ic is a pes­
tiferous Dr·o•)onr:.,nt o.t' tho Clt.,•n iOX•oc3try Built4in;__,, which is 
perhn..1 the C:ity's m.o. t lntt:rest:in.g landmark to . trt ··e , "' 

t thin its gates. The Buroc-1.u of Pa1.•l-:s 1us , 1aln tnin d tr ls 
uniqu str.uc ture lre .. dy fort;· i)·e 1rs longer than was intended 
v':.1on it w•:uJ bull..; as n. re turc of t:.e Lewls ·m Gl~p•k Fair. 
It c n oo ma.inca.lned as a.n o:r,J-.iolt ol' Or on' s ma ni.ficent 
tim er for wh:tl yo t, but; it o.o s ri • "'d x1-~ently to have 
the outs tii...., column· r laced. 

Th e t folV t:r•eE; trunks 40 to 50 ·1nch0 s 1n diamo tor and 32 
.feet long ( 4 of them badly decayed) have be n upr ortin<..J tho 

aves betwoc.:n th. maln wings on both sid t uJ: tho lm.il lnL,• 
Th.c~ nrchl t ,c turo calls for treo trunks wl th tho bark on. I 

n 1· \1 't _>ecify the grade or timber of the original loss: 
in fact, I would do with snag tJ.mber of the dimensions, Hit 
or witnout bark and bugs, or any green timb r o.' thG c Llibre 
ordinarily rat d as culls. 

Tho City Council ha appropriHted '15,000 to make this rc1 ir. 
All of our endeavors to plaoean order, or let a contract, or 
lnveigle the West Coast Lumbermen•s Association into t..ietttng 
us on our way have been fruitless, and so I am appealing to 
the 2res1dEnu, of the Chamber of Commerce i;o lend his influ­
ence toward ma1nta1ni11t-, this valuable pile for it. civic 
benefit, in this particular dilemma o ' tto Bureau of :, • !•' • 

. nd I cannot refrain from addln_ that I hnv :.;omo bonnie no­
tions o.C r0sto1•inc the .i?oro~;t1•y Bullo.in , •:iref-'r: b 1 y by bui.l -
lot, a ne: ono eiciLer in tht, Hoyt Par1

:: Arboretum or, m.oro 
opular-1 • .i 0rh s, on Oouncil Cre, t. Bc.1.0_ e 11 of t;h..., Douglas 



!r. Hillr.i.ru1 Lueddemann -2- Feb. 13, 1948 

firs have gone through the peeler mills we should hold out 
about sixty of them for columns. Walls could be of massive 
masonry· sur cunted by the same bark shingle siding that has 
proven so satisfactory as a wall exterior in the present \ 
building. "The biggest log cabin in the world" idea ha.s :ttts 
selling points, but I believe we could mal!e an entirely saStis­
factor-v substitution of massive st;one masonry for horizontal 
logs . ·, 1 

Some years ago I barged in on Paul Kelty and sold him and ' 
Quincy Scott the idea of portraying the history of Portland\ 
in ten decade panels, by reproduction of the illustrations 
of tno re onian as frescoed walls of this rebuilt Porestry 
Building. The Publisher, Manager 6: Co. would not rise to 
the bait, in fact they back-nedaled and called Viznislcy in. 
Them I g t wind of an exhibit of thousands of varieties of 

ood specimens resected to show grain, bark and growth ehar­
ac~eristics, and got a half promise that it would be donated 
1:f we had a proper hall to exhibit it in. 

I still think the G}La1nber, wit' it timber and tourist tinges, 
and the uregonian should head up a movement to preserve an 
asset that might as well be maintained at full value. 

You are still a. too busy man, but I would like to talk to 
somebody about this project little and .or~ ·xtensiv. 1£ you 
ould show we ,here to hack or bore. 

Superint ndent of P~rks 

j I 



DOUGIAS FIR PLYWOOD ASSOCIATION 
TACOMA BUILDING 

TACOl\iA, 2, 'WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1948 

c. P, Keyser, Superintendent of Parks, 
City of Portland, Oregon, 
Bureau of Parks and Public Recreation, 
115 City Hall, 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Keyser: 

You will recall that you and George Cornwall of 
TIMBERMAN magazine scoured the Forestry Building at 
Portland in search of the exhibits of plywood panels 
from the Lewis & Clark Exposition of 1905. 

And that you came up with a panel which you very 
kindly sent to us some two or three weeks ago for 
display during our recent Annual Meeting of the industry. 

We appreciate very much your cooperation and feel 
that the exhibit panel contributed directly to our 
meeting. 

Now, I am taking the liberty of inquiring whether 
we might retain the panel permanently, to place either 
here in our office or in our laboratory, ·v.nich is 
visited quite frequently by persons interested in ply­
wood and the plywood industry. 

I would not make this inquiry except in talking 
with George, he indicated the panel was no longer on 
exhibit in the Forestry Building and that this particular 
sheet of plywood was stowed away up in the attic or some 
such place. If you have no further use for this 
particular sheet of plywood, we would like very much to 
retain it as a permanent exhibit here. 

If, on the other hand, you would like to have it 
returned, we are ready to do so and will ship it back to 
you immediately. Actually, we clearly understood originally 
that we were merely borrowing the panel and it is not our 
intention to take advantage of your courtesy. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. I will 
look forward to a note from you at your convenience. 



If at any time we may be of assistance to you in 
supplying information on Douglas fir plywood and its 
uses, please feel entirely free to call upon us. 

Thanks again for your courtesy. 

wbm/vdd 
cc: Geo. Cornwall 

~~2;r~e,cJL__ 
Winston H. Mccallum 
Publicity Director 



J uly 8 ., 194. 

Mr . .'lnston ~ • 10Callum 
Publicity Dirocto~ 
Douglas Fir c11ywood. snn. 
'l'a.com. ::,u t ld.tn3 
'ruco .r 2 11 .. , ~hi.n on 

Dear.~. Mee 11 r 

Replyln to your ........ tt _f July 6th, h v no thor-
1 ty to give away anything out of the old Forestry 
Bu1ld1wl'. I do not hapnen to know w. to o i1s that par­
ticular piece o.f ancient plywood, but if we ever re­
build the Forestry Building as we have hoped, this, 
along with other timber exhibits, should be in what 
would conztitute a museum .eantimc, it would µrob-
bly servo a better museum purpose ln your place than 

in the nonde orlpt c, llection that the Portland Fores­
try Bui ld1m}· ho-us . 

I think that p rh p the best arranzement would 
for ue to allo, you to borrow this particular piooe 
until such tim as might requiro it of ou. 

V ry tru~y your, 

Sup rinta -d n t of Parks 


