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Specify the particular occurrence, event, act, or omission by the City that you believe 
caused the injury or damage (use additional paper if necessary): 
 
On the evening of 2.19.25, 7 pm, we were headed west on Killingsworth on our way to dinner 
(Feral at 1640 NE Killingsworth). At 39th and Killingsworth we hit a water filled pothole. We tried 
to avoid the pothole (requiring us to enter the oncoming lane of traffic), but still clipped it. The 
pothole was/is deep and wide enough that it instantly popped our front tire and put a slowish 
leak in the rear tire. The rear was flat by morning. Both on the passenger side. We came to a 
stop at 35th, parked on 35th place and walked briskly to the restaurant for our 7:30 reservation. 
After dinner we walked back to the car and as we approached we met with 3 other parties, all, 
oddly, somehow stopped at the 3500 block of Killingsworth, who had also flatted from the 
pothole. This was sometime in the early 9pm hour. I do not know how many other people that 
day and evening had the same thing happen. For one brief moment there were 4 cars on the 
same block, all with flats from the same pothole. At some point that evening someone placed an 
A-frame barricade in the pothole so others wouldn't also hit it. A mystery good Samaritan. 
However this means that if you're travelling west on Killingsworth you need to move slightly into 
eastbound traffic to proceed. We drove by again on the evening of 2.26.25 and the pothole was 
still there. A friend in the neighborhood said it was still there on the 28th, but we don’t have 
reports on when it was finally filled. 
 
We attempted to fix the flat, but were unable to and needed to call a tow truck. The car was 
towed back to our house (as the dealership was not accessible for drop off - too late in the 
evening); we didn’t get home until 11:30pm. The next day we needed to have the car towed 
again to be repaired. The tires were too destroyed to fix and required replacement costing us 
$427.81. 
 
 
State how the City of Portland or its employees were at fault: 
 
That this is the responsibility of the City and PBOT is not too tough to square. From 
www.portland.gov/transporttion/budget/overview I offer you this.... 
 
"...Portland’s ever-growing transportation maintenance backlog of roughly $6 billion..."    
 
There is a $6 Billion maintenance backlog and that there are tire destroying potholes on the 
streets, is this not the fault of the city? It's terribly unfortunate that for reasons I am not 
responsible for, PBOT has not kept up on maintaining the infrastructure we pay for. I don't know 
how this has happened, but it's not on us, tax paying Portlanders.  
 
If you do an internet search using "PBOT maintenance backlog" you can find articles going back 
over a decade. A decade! The state of roads in this city is absolutely on you, the City. For you, 
the City, to basically be like, "LOL, y'all know what it's like in these streets, we ain't payin' up" is 
insane ("Most pothole claims are not paid." your bold by the way & "Drivers have an 
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obligation to be aware of road conditions at all times and adjust their driving behavior 
accordingly" - you.) Here's an Oregonian article from 2010(!) talking about PBOT not keeping up 
with maintenance and a backlog of a mere $695 million. How it has ballooned to $6 Billion is 
beyond me. Again, this is the fault of the City, not mine.  If in 2010, there was a near $700 
backlog, this has been a PBOT/City issue for quite a long time.  
  
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2010/05/potholes_pose_perpetual_proble.html 
 
We pay our taxes, gladly, for city provided services (is there a tax/fee/levy Portland has voted 
down in this century?? I'll personally vote for damn near anything because in theory that means 
a service I/we value will be paid for. In theory.) When the streets are in shambles, which they 
very much are, this is not even debatable, this is absolutely, unequivocally the fault of the City. 
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