30.11N0370 CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON

PUBLIC BAFETY
Classification A ety B PO No.

INTELLIGENCE REPORT

TO: Deputy Chief Robert Steele DATE: June 13, 1972
FROM: A oFc Zcrnado
SUBJECT: Investigation of Arthur Jeames Palmer and Phillip Richard Bryant

Detalls: This is a background informetion report in regards te one
ARTHUR JAMES PALMER, PPD #0811, and one PHILLIP RICHARD BRYANT,
PPL #38212, This investigation applies to these individuals for
applying for a permit to operate a taxi under the provisions of
ordinance #34046, the Rose City Cab Co, at 57 N.E. Morris.

The first subject Arthur James Palmer, is very well known to our local
department., Subject was born in Defuniak, Florida, May 19, 1927. He
completed both elementary and high school in New Haven, Conneticut,

In 1942 he enlisted in the United States Navy in New Haven and received
8 medical discharge for a2 rheumatic condition. This discharge took
place in Fort Worth, Texas in August of 1945. During the year of 1946
he attended IMlorida A, & M. College and in 1947 he was employed by

the FPederal Government as an automobile iHechanic at Oakland, Calif,

In January 1948 to June of 48 he continued in the United States Civil
Service as a ship messman for the Army Transport Servide. In July
1948 he worked for the Morrison & Knutsen Contractors as a carpenter

at the Hanford Atomic Plant, at Hanford, Washington until Lecember 1949,
From January 1, 1950 to June 1951 he resided in Anchorage, Alasks

where he continued his employment with Morrison & Knutsen Contractors
a8 a carpenter‘hid construction of the Flendorf Army Barracks, In July
1951 he was recalled by the United States Civil Service Military Sea
Transport Cervice as a ship store keeper in the Pacific area until

June of 1954, In July 1954 he returned to Anchorage and was reemployed
by Morrison & Knutsen until September 1954. In Cctober 195 he ceme

to Portland, Oregon area where he engaged himself as a bullding contrece
tor and operator of the Lessert's Motel at 109 S.I.. San Rafael St,.

His six year marriage ended in divorce and his two children went with
the motheér. The subjects employment and business activity are some-
vhat vague until March 31, 1962 where he was arrested for violation
of Federal Warcotics Lawe, It was disclosed that he also operated the
Palmer Dessert Hotel at 2651 N, Williams until it burned. Also he was
assoclated with the Albina Businessmen Associatien as a director and

he tried to form a social club called the Carvers Economical and
Social Sclence Association for which he was the president and corporate
manager. After a lengthy investigation in which there were numerous
discrepancies in the application and was subsequently denied by the
action of the City Council, On March 31, 1962 the sub ject was arrested
in Tortland for violation of Federal Narcotiss Aet for the sale of
narcotics including hernine He was subsequently tried in the Federsal
Court and received /¥ 7. .. :entence in the Federal Penal Institution,
He was paroled from thls institution September 30, 1965 and this

parole was active until 1969; however he was arrested again in 1967

and was returned to the Federal Institution, MeNeil Island, and remained
there until 1970, From 1970 until this date Mr. Palmer has been
involved fn the construction business and also an orgenization known
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as the Descendants of Angola Africa Soclety, He was involved in this
situation with the other subject Phillip Bryant.

Prior to his difficulties with the authorities which involved narcotiss
he was active in political circles, He formed the Booker T, Washington
Democratic Club and had offices on N, Williams Ave. in which he became
friends with many influential people in the Lemocratic Party circles,
Apparently there was some disagreement -between Palmer and the Demoanratic
Party when he withdrew his support from the late president Johu F,
Kennedy and publicly supported the presidential candidate Richard Nixon,

¥r. Palmer has resided in the Portland area at 57 H,E, Morris for
several years, Thls 1s Palmer's known address and he isg listed as

& teacher in our clty directory. This is probably due to the fact that
he is also listed as a teacher for the Anglo-African Soclety. ifr.
Palmer, since residing in Portland, has been very hostile towards
rortland Policemen and police authority and has made very strong
accusations of police brutality and harrassment. Palmer has become
very militant in his attitude towards Civil Rights since his release
from Federal Institutions.

The second subject PHILLIP RICHARL BRYANY, PPL #38212, has been associ-
ated with lMr. Palmer as far back as 1959. The following is a background
as best we can report, Mr, Bryant was born March 1, 1928, Wichita,
Kansas where he completed his elementary education., In 1943 he and

his family moved to the Portland area where he graduated from Sebin
High Zchool in 1947. During the summer months he worked part time as

a walter at the Pago Pago light Club. .lso the Union Pacific and
Southern Pacific Rallroads were part time employment Luring this period.
From 1947 through 1948 he was employed as a walter at the University
Club. In 19,9 to June i950 lLe worked in a similar capscity in Wichita,
Kansas. July 1950 the subject Bryant returned to the locasl area and
was employed by Libby's cannery until he was inducted into the United
States Army October 13, 1950. He received an Honorable discharge on
July 17, 1952. For the balance of the year he worked as a comch car
cleaner for the Northern Paclfic Terminal Co, I'rom 1953 to August of
1954 he was employed as a maintensznce man for the General Airways.
During this latter perlod he attended Portland State College for three
months., In September 1954 he was employcd by the Veterans Administration
as a Janitor for six months followed by employment as a steam cleaner
for the Aero Transporsation Co. until December 19u5, From December 55
to December 57 he worked for Yorthwest Clarion as advertising manager
and from January 58 to March 56 he sold inmsurance. From 58 to 59 Mr,
Bryant was associated with Mr. Palmer in the contracting business,

On November 2, 1967 an amticle appeared in the Journal with the headlines
“African Soclety Loses Clalm to money conflscated from suspected

Smuglé€r". This was the time Arthur Palmer was arrested the second time
for possession of narcotica. It was at this time when Palmer was arrested
and meney confiscated that he had in his possession that they determined
the money as belonging to the Afro-American Society. It was also in this
article that the subject Phillip Bryant's name appeared and at &hat tinme
icdentified himself as the organizer for the Anglo-African Socletye.



He also testified about the nature of the group and said that it's
purpose was to create harmonized atmosphere between black people

of this sommunity and other countries. Also in this article it was
stated that they were attempting to use the money that was confiscated
to purchase a wrecking yard in Portland or Skapoose, Oregon,

Copies of the newspaper article of 1967 and other articles that we
feel will be pertinent to the background information will be sent
with this report. Also rap sheets regarding the backgrounds oi both
subjects and thelr records are being attached to this report. Iug
shots will also be sent,
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Bryant, Phillip Richard

Bryant, Phiiliip R. e
1 -~
1 o
9 3 1 4 LI//ll Ref” T
S 1 & IY a A

| /38212 PD Portland Oj?g Y41 =60

i4
A search of the fingerprints on the above individual has failed to disclose
prior arrest data,
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

PHILLIP RICHARD BRYANT (W)  26/B8598 3-2%-60
3407 NE 12th LF 49395 . .PD #38212
Inskeep/ Safewsy Store CHECK VAG

SW 2/0ak 32

NEC 57/297

A7 Defy T
4/14/60 180 DAYS :PROBATION, (TO EXPIRE 10-11-60)

b oed

PHILLIP RICHARD BRYANT  24=3711 11-9-58
300 NE Fargo LE 65994 XP
PPOIAALL D
Greenfield/Varfield DK ON ST
N Wms/Russell 30
52/122

NBC
NG.G. $25 Susp
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Intelligence Division f£ile #3204.

BRYANT, Philip Richard DA 73251 5/18/72
3407 NE 12th 72-34611

Cit #8401-A
Gleason/Josephine F. McNeil PETTY LARC
8900 N. Vancouver DOB 3/1/28
N 4/20/12
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BRYANT, PuiLLip RyCHATS 11.F 163 68

57 NE MORR 15 1628ﬁ6$38z Zf{g/#38212
TURNER/&OLLINS DIS COND
| | RES IST ARREST
4224 NE 154 DOB 3/1/28

NBC Nn/9
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