
Mr. C.E.Dagc~rt,Supt., 

Garbage crematory, 

0 IT Y. 

near sir:-

Dec.l6th.,l908. 

I enclose herewith the copy of a circular 

letter I have received from James O.Rountree,Secrutary of 

the Portland kealty Boat'd. 

Resimcttully, 

l enc. Mayor. 



LAW .O F FICES 

OF 

S . H . GRUBER 
824• 6 BOARD OF TRADE B L OG . 

PHONE MAIN !5387 

PORTLAND , OREGON, J::)~q, JJ,__ 190'.8 • . ,_ 

The Board of Trustees of the Ch..911l-1er of Corni:1erce, 

City. 

Gentle "Bn : -

"[our co nn ittee on :~nnicipal Affairs had its attentim1 c;=i,lJ.ed 

to t}rn fri gh tf_ul condition of affairs that exists at t~o City Garbage 

Creiaa tory, and in order to get at the fa ct s -s U1.o y exist, on the 

9t l1 inst. held_ a neetin;"; and at whicll L'Ir . E.L .Dae;r,;ett , Superindentent 

of said Crouator y was present as was also Dr . Es ther Pohl of the 

City He,g.J_t--1 Board . :.Ir . Da~:,:ett stated L1 snbsta~1ce as i'ol_J.ows:-

That th o present c:ceuatory was bnil t about elevon yeaTs a.so 

ancl t ::-1~1t its cc1.p.,1city when i n fairly sood shape is a1)out 25 ton s of 

garba£je per day, but that by O}Jera,ting it t::-1rou ,)10ut the day and 

forcin£: cve:rytilin:, to th,::: lir1it in connection ith the inci;rnrating 

of garbage , it has benn possible to incL1erate about 35 tons per clay. 

'rh:"lt at the pre:3ent tiue j_ts period of usefullnes:3 is about ended 

as i t is~ arly burnt out t:nat it ca nn ot last rnuch longer and besidelf 

t 1.1e top is incJ.ininf.:; down i n such a manner that it is liable 

to fa :L l in any day , a.nd whon t1·i::1 t hap ::,ens there will be no r:i.eans of 

that for a lon c; time 

he hai_, be0n repairing t:ie cre r:1atory in order to keep it coin s . He 

furt her stated that the auount of e;arbage· which should be incinerated 

d e livGrGd thero t:·irou::_;h the wL1ter nonths is froL1 40 to SO tons per 

day and t'1.t dur in c; t':1e s u:,1' , er r:10LJ ths t:~1e auoun t of garbage which is 

deliverecl ,3..ncl shonld be incinerated is about 75 tons per day. By 

conput i n.:; t :10 average amornJt of oxc ,ss of carbacc deli vei~ect over tha t 

inci.r:1e1·ato cl b~r t:1.e cr ermtory for a period o.t', say, 6 months at 10 

ton per day, there would be a1--iout lR00 tons of r:;a.rbage which is not 

incinAr:.1ted, ancl d.educt l nr; 35 tons incinerated from the 7f> tons 
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ga t he:ce d fo -,~ th=: other 6 months leaves 40 tons pe 14 day not inc inera t

ed or :for a perioc1 of 6 1:1ontI1s make~, 6000 tons, ma1dng a total for 

the entire year of 75?-i0 tons v1hi c]1 is thrown on a dump in t te 

Vi C i .:l it ~r Of t ~l 0 Cr e U ':l t Or y. T~~is is a2-1 exclusive of sue h t hin cs 

as an~ not sirp r, os i3d to be i!lcineratGd at alL 
that 

Ee f u rt :x~ r stated tl1at much of t l10 garbag~/is brou L;ht there 

durin c; t '1 e Gm:1::1er season is so dec a yed as to be putrid and this 

pa1~ticula::cly relative to veG etable ma tter anl meats, that the s□ell 

is si mply indescribable, a rrl ·whon it is considered t 11.at so lar g e a 

portion of t:1is i:P,tter mixcc.l vritp other g arba.[;c, is thrown on the 

v-·ound, it is not hard to 1.mclqrstand vrhat t½e odors must be for a 

lone; distance fro m the e;arl-n15e cre1 ,1atory grounds. Ad d ed to this 

is the fact tha t, as he stated, C1e c;arbac;e i!l the dump is alive with 

rats a !!l at ti me~, dur in e; hi e h water the rats were driven out of 

th e dumy.i to such an extent that at times one person inciined to see 

how 1'1;::iny he could kill, killed 500 to 1000 in one day with a club, 

of t h e rats ':Vi11 c~o to ot ~Hir portions of the city and it is 

aJ.toget:1cr probable that the rats that have infested the reside-nee 

se ctiorrn of the cit y for 3 surn.1ers past have come from the garba ge 

cr·eua tor y duL1p. In vievr of t :-ie i~3.ct t~1 at t }1e rats ar e sU})pose d to 

an d i n fact kno,yn to be t he caus e oi' t he bubonic plague being 

caT· r·ied t }1 r ou [~l1ont any ci-'c y in which it once gets a start throu[sh the 

c a n~ y in ;_; of fle-:1s n 11ich leave t :1e r a ts wl1e n t ~1ey die and ge t on to 

cats, dogs an d ot CJ.cr clor:10:.., t ic ani;"1als and otherwise by reason of whiCh 

-2-



they get int o d.Yve1J.inc.; houses ancl of the furt~Hff fact that during 

tpe past sm·~mor t:1ere were tvro cases of bubonis, plague in t:ne city 

of Po:rtJ:_rnrl anrl of -the furt:1er fact o:f t~1e enormous expense wllich 

mic)1t beco'':e necessar::' in order to eradicc:i.t,3 the plaeue, as for 

e:-:amp1e, was t 110 case in the city of San Francisco during the past 

t ' 11., • • • 

sunner w11e!J a'oo1rt ~?750,000 wn~, paid by the city in connection with 

tho natter of }::i1Ung of:f t:10 rats ancl in order to stai:11) out the 

pla2;ue, we be1ieve we e.re justiffod in sayinc that t:1e most r· nerc;etic 

efforts possible shouilld be taken at the earliest possible tbne to 

compel the cit;; to j):covide sufficient crematories to consume the 

garbage of t:10 cit ~/ or tl1at a contract s}:1ould be entered into by tl~ 

city wi'c:!1 some responsible part? or parties w!1os-s duty it sli:.:-:i.11 be 

to remou e the car'i.B.ge an<l incinerate the srn,rn and tl1at i.ection sl10,.l ld 

be ta:::c'ln tondin r: to destroy the myriads of rats that ar-e now chn the 

p:cemisos adjacent to the cre11atory or in ancl about tllf'l garbage which 

h.3,s beon dlHped there and about th~ -ei t y in general . From the best 

in:f:'oruatio •J obtainable it is now thonf;ht that not to exce,2. d two 

t:i.irrls of .,che garbage of tho city is bein g gathered arrt cooveyed to 

t~1e crom:J.toi~y . The crouetory b0i11r.; in the 1101~thvrestern :portion of tm 

city necessitates the dr j_vinc; of wa;?:ons conveying the p;arbage frou 

a 11 s o c t :Lon s of th e c i t y ri as t of t he W i 11am e t t e Riv er o v er th e 

bride;cs across the V!illar::et:e and thence t!lroush tl1e business portion 

of t;-ie city and ":iC_1- tl1at ca therod from t:1at portion of the city 

wer3t of the' \7illauet 1:.e River thence through one of the best residence

pa:rt::~ of the city, in open filthy vmcons, is so oft'ens ivc as to be an 

intolerabl0, nuisar1ce to say nothinr::; of t:!10 fact t)i:::i.t oftentimes more 

or less of the offensive t1atter fa11s fron the wacons and helps to 
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to litter up tho streets . 

cost of col1Act inc: the carb:1c;e and tral1sportinc: the sarne to the 

ci ty crernD.tory and includinc; thi:! incineratio:ri of the saue, has cost 

the pe oplf~ :.fl)l1Cl ,city about ~l. 50 1:er ton ; that a cre1:1a to ry with a 

caTx1city for inc ineratinc 75 tons of zarbase per da? can be erected 

for frou a1H)ll'c ~'.'. 70,000.00 t :.- t')75 ,000.00. 

-_Tour cou1:1ittee :1ave :t'nrt~1e r learned that a r::ar hlGe dest1·uction 

coupany naned "J:he Sanitary Garbac;e Destruction Conpany" has a··plied 

to t]:1e City Council for a franchi:rn or for the privilese of collect -

inc alJ t:rn c;a:cbage dur in :i the n ic;ht tine un d for tho tran sportatiQ'.J!g 

thereof durinc; the ni2:1.t time frou the places where collected i n 

wac;ons and carts so t:1at the sane can be closed so as to be air 

tic:ht , and vrl1ich shall be cleaned and kept absolutely clean and 

sanitary ,rnd odorl0s~:; v.rhile the earbage is being transported through 

the city froE1 the place so collected to some pla ce at lea:::;t two 

miles outside t!le city li:nits anrl t:-iere dest;royed, a11 at its o-rrn 

e:,:pense, a2.1 for ur c!rnrge of not excoedinr; 75 cents per ton or not 

to ei&:ceed one half tl10 present cost, to the people and city. 

Yovr connitteo therefore reco 1:1mends as fo1lovrs, to-wit:-

Fij1 St - That t:1e Ch:c1J'.1ber of Co nue:rce cause a suit to be co mE,e-nced 

anrlprosecut0(!_ in the nar:-e of onr, of its members or of sorne other 

parson against the Cit~T of Portland and such officers as no,v have 

cha:,1 03 of t:.10 collection, tra.nsporthi~; an::l delivery of tho r:;arbace 

or ot I10ri:ri se as ma:T be f ouncl advisable , and t1-i.at it and they be en

Joined frou clum:-i 21c any inore garba::;e at any pnce within the corpor-

ate limits of t :1e City and also fror:1 delivm~i:'.1[; o~ per::1ittinr; to 
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be deli v nred at oi.- i n 'c ~1e vici11i ty of the City Garbnge ere i:1ato:cy otha--

than s:1cl1 as ca n bo peri'o ctly in c i ner a ted du.rin:::_~ the day when so 

S eco nd - \'lo f'nrt!1er reco'.Y fmcl t hat the Ch a1be r of Co r1me rce use its 

utmost efforts to i !Jduce the city to erect or cause to be eredt ed 

two gnr ba£;e crematories, each of a capaci ty for incine ratin g 75 

tons of (''.arba::;e on L1e "'.·:er_,'.; side of tlrn \7i J.lauet te River and the 

ot ~H:r at scue s uitable place on tho east side of said river, so that 

tb.ere will not exj_r3t tno !1ecessity of havinf~ the c:arbnce transport e d 

any c;reat distan ce t ~·1ron r:ll t~e mor e bus i11e:.3s pa11 t of the cit y ; 

Or, if it shall be de emed preferable, that a franchise will all 

sn i ta ble safe cua1~c1s be SI'dn ted to and a contract be :.iade -,vi th so111 e 

individual or com pan}' for the co 11ecti or1 and tra11srJortati ) 1fto some 

pll.c e at least t wo mi les ou tside th e cit y limits, of all the city 

garb ::1.f~e and at v1hic h latter place suc h s;ar1.1age shall all be inciner-

ated, a~l at th0 leajt possible expense and which 0xpense shall not 

exceed 75 cents per ton , a ll in substa ntial conformit y with a copy 

of t:•10 proposed orcli:1an ce, fra !1chise and cont:('act as s ubE1itted by 

said The Sanitary GarbaCB Destruc t i o~1 Co. -,•rhich is hei~cto attached 

::;.ncl marl'.:2d Exhibit "A" and made n part hereof for 1~ef3:ren ce only. 

Respo ctful~ y submitted, 

( Si GD ed) 
II 

II 

S.H.Gruber 
J. 0 . .Roun trc~c 
na tt. Foel Br 

of the Co .unit te o . 


