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PROPOSAL: To eecure funde for the 1969 Roee Festlval 81oat
for the l4odeI Cittes Booatera

INTRODUCTION

The Portland Rose Featlval le an anrnral clvlc event tn the city of,

Portland, Oregon. The seek of the Fegtlval ta full of actlvltles for people

of all ages and intereets, and le culmlnated by the Grand Floral Parade,

whlch le one of the Natlonrs largeet annual paradee" The Roee Feetlval
Assoclation estimat,es that the parade ls vl€*red in pereon by 2501000 per6ons,

ln addi tion to televlslon, radio, and prees coverage, all over the United

States and especially the Northvrest. Visltors to the Feetival come frosr

all over the world to vl esr Portlandr s spectacular acenery, and parttcipate
Ln the happenings durlng the Roae Feetlval week"

PROPOSAL

fite ldodel Citlee Boosters, an organizatloo formed by the ldodel Cltteg
Pl annLng Board menrbera, la propoeing that the Portland Model Ctttee Progran

enter a competl tlve float tn the 1969 Roee Festtval Parade. fhe purpoae of
the float ie to encourage the Model Clties area reeldents to partlclpate ln
an lmportant city-wide event, to publlclze the program to an audlence of an

eatlmated one million people, but prlnarlly, ae a catalyst to create cttlzen
lnterest and particlpation ln the ttodel Citles Program.

Citizens have already been made aware of the proJect by local tadlo
and televlslon coverage" Several realdente have made radlo announc ements and

televielon appearancea in behalf of the proJect" Local merchante have been

contected and are donating money and materlals needed for the floet. Volun-

teer labor to aeeiet tn the construction of the float le being recnrlted.
The propoaed float wlll repreeent the Portland ltodel Cltiea Program

enbl eur - a train nade of the nap of the boundary area - wtth the rorda, ttThe

Portland !{odel Ctties Programr" and ItIIelp Keep lt Movlng"[ -See attached -
A profeeaional float bullder has been contacted to build the float.

Although, the average cost for a flqat te aroun{ $51000, Mr. }Iayne Herrln of
Ilerrln & Preeton haa agreed to butld the float for about one-half thie price,
wlth the help of volunteer labor frqn the reeldente of the Model Cltles area.



.EE9lose,

The propoeed float w111 be 30 feet in length, and 13 feet hlgh at
lte hlgheet point, and 10 feet wlde. It will conform to all the aafety

and englneertng standards oetabllehed by the Roee Festtvsl Aeeoclatlono

The floate will be of a high qualtty, and competl.tlve ln at leaet three
dlvlaions of the parade.

Nine echool children from schoolo ln the l'lodel nelghborhood wtl1

rlde on the float. Some 21000 chlldren have participated in a conteat io
determlne one winner from each of nine echools" New cLothlng for all the
chi.ldren ls belng donated by local merchants, and parente of theee chlldren
are pl anning to volunteer much of the labor needed to bulld the float.

The original thought of the Booetere lras to eoliclt funde frost

provate aources to pay for the float"
Dle to serverely ltnlted tl.me, and llnited personnel and other

resourcea, lt was conslderable advleable to obtaln the funde from other
sources, apeclflcally from Model Cltiee Supplernental Grant Funde, under the

letter to proceed from DIIUD to the clty of Portland.
Itre juetlficdtton for thle requeat ie threefoldl Cltlzen Partlct-

patlon and lntereet tnvolvement of eome 21000 school chlldren and publlclty
and publtc relations for the progr€n.

I Cttlzen Pertlclnrti.!"r -

The Portland l,todel Citiee Program hae involved cltlzene prl,uarlly
durlng the planntng phase of the progran. Ilowever, reatdentsr plannlng

cormlttees have not met regularly slnce Novenrber 1968" The Roee Featival
la a city-wLde event of aufftclent lmportance to create lntereet ln ;r:,early

everyone, includlng thoee who have never had an opportunlty to bccone

lntereated 1n the Program, through the float proJect"

Resldents are already partlcipatlng by volunteerlng tlme, end local
merchants are being aaked to contrLbute money and adverttslngo Other mer-

chantB have contributed clothlng for the echool chlldren who will rtde on

the float.
The entire ctty ls being nade aware of the proJ ect through tlne

donated by radlo and televleion atationa. Resldents of the area have already
made radlo and televl slon appearancea to advert,iee the project. In addltlon
to thle, more publlclty ie being pl arured after the aunounceunent of the nanes

of the children who w111 ride on the float"
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PROPOSAL

Part of the rationale behlnd the float Project has been tlrat the

Model Cities area, which has been tradlonally isolated from the rest of the

city becauae of eoclal and economl.c factora, now haa an opportunlty to become

acttvely involved ln a city-wide civic event. Rather than the residents
feellng apart from the clty, as a bounded area which le recelvtng and

through a Federally aponeored program, the lntent of the Boosters ls through

this and hopefully other proJecte in the future to encourage the Model Cltiee
residente to feel a real part € the enttre ctty, by ite participatton in
thls and other eventa.

The majortty of the floate in the parade are sponaored by large
companies, and the Rose Feetival Asgoclatlon encourages the partlcipation of
e6a11er groups and organlzatlons " The one factor shich at thle polnt ie
lmpeding the float project i" @[g. Money le one of the prlncipal reagons

why the l,todel Neighborhood hae not been able to participate Ln thta kind of
eveot tn the paet"

It is hoped that if the Booetere succeed tn putttng a float ln the
parade thie year, the enthugiasm engendered vrill make it poooible to do thle
every yearc Hopefully tn the future, nore time would be avallab1e, and a

campaign to eoliclt funde from prlvate sourcee could begin early enough so

that the project could be sponeored entircly by privatc sciurces.

Glrl Scouts and lnt,ereated citlzens are airai.,lable to aesl.st during
thc last stages of buildlng and decorating the float, under the eupervision
of the professional float bulldcr. Others are volunteering to keep records

of donatlons, write letters of thanks, and other eccretarlal work.

It ls hoped that this enthuetasm whlch hoe been kindled for the

ModeL Citlee Program w111 not bc allowed to dlc out, because of lack of
funds to compl ete the project.

Participatflon' tn thls cvbot wi].I be'a sourcer.of .prtde for our com=

nuut.fyl c'soqrce of lntereat in the !,lodel Cltlee Program and a very real
aource of citizen partlcipation for resldents, and lntcreeted non-reeidents
alike"

2" Innolvement of School Children
Early in Aprtl this year, the Booetere declded that the float rrould

have more meani ng and create more intereat if residente were repreaented by

rtding on the float"
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PROPOSAL

Contact wae nade wlth the publle achoola, and lt was dcctded that
thie type of activity would bc beet for children of etxth grade levet. Thc

meana to aelect the chtldren to ride on the float waa dectded - An eEsay

coriteat. Two thousand chlldren rrere invlted to partlclpote. All elxttr
grade etudonts wcre invited to urtte an es6ay on the subJ ect - rWhot I
Sould !.lke My Comunlty to Be.rt Eighth grade students were tnvtted to be

the judgee of the eesayso The wlnnlng essays have been selected, and win-
nera atre to be announced ehortly.

The meaningful partlclpation of l&odel Netghborhood School ehlldEen

in thls event has been well reccived by all conceraed.

Parente, schools and klds are all enthuslaet,ically tn farror of the
proJccto The children have been gLvcn an opportunity to cxprese thcnreelvee,

and become tnvolved ln eomettrtng that heretofore hae been only 6 t ord to
thern - The ldodel Ctttes Program" A11 the eeoays have become the property
of the l{odel Cttleo BoosterB, to be uaed for Cltlzen Partlclpatlon and

pl anntng purpoaeo. Theee chlldren are learnlng to become lnvolved ln con-

muni ty experiencea, ard to actlvely cxxpreaa thelr thoughta ln a con€tructLve
manner.

The primary concern of the Booetere, at thls polnt, le to let thege

chlldren be dieappointed becauee of lack of, funds to courplete the proJect.
The chlldren have done thelr part; thc Boogtero nant to do thelre by provtd-
lng the prourleed reward - the rlde on the float.

3" Publlclty ond Publlc Relatlone
The publlcity for the Hodel Cttles Program through thla float

project ln nurobers of people reached la very large - one ntllton people, at
leaet, ls the .estinate of the Portland Rose Festtval Aegoclatton. In teme
of expendtture veraua numberg reached, lt le very inexpenetve publlctty,
lndeed I

The varioua nedla all carry fuIl deecrlptton of the floate, spon

eora, and ln caee of exceptlonal floate (1o8. non-conmerctal) the publtctty
1g even greater.

The radlo and televialon publtc*ty rhlch the proJect haa already
received haa been mentloned. In addltion to thls, the nenepapero 1111 carry
the names and plcturee of, the particlpatiag echool chlldren. Chanael 2,

XATU-TV, hati invlted the chlldren to vialt thelr INensnakersrr program, and

read thetr easays on the air" 
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Other publlctty 1o betng arranged, both for the float, whlle tt tg
belng conatnrcted, ttre volunteero, etcn, and the echool chlldren.

Durlng the parade, ltve T1/ coverage 1111 broadcaat the event, and

descrlptlone of the float and aponaora wtll be broadcaet at thls tlme.
The Bubltc ReLbtlona beneflta are alao algnlftcaat -
1) Many people have been contacted vho have nade srall donatlona,

and they have been made aware of the l.lodel Ctttee Progran for
the flrst tlme.

D Thle proJect w111 rtput Model Gltlea on the maprr ln a areanlngful
way for many who grere not heretofore aware of the ecope of the
progrsno

3) Ttre restdento of the area are once again aware of the Gltlzena
Planning Board aE a meanlngful entl ty tn thelr eomunl ty.

4, Pedple from outelde the l{odel Cltles area and outslde the clty
and gtate rttl be made aware that the Portland Uodel Cltiee
Ppograrn 16 active and iovolved, not only ln lts own boundary
but ln the city aa a wtrol e.

5) By partlctpattng ln tht6 event, l,lodel cltteE ln Portland wlII
demonstrate lts lntereat tn becqnlng a real part of, the cityt
and all of the cltyr a eventB.

Concluelon:

It te hoped that the full lnportance of ttrle proJect has been demon-

strated, and ite beneflta for the progr6m, the coournlty, and the clty
clartfled. Although 6t f,lEBt glance, a float tn a parade rnlght aeem to be

an unl,mportant, project, the manner ln whlch lt has been handled hae been

extronely eucceeeful tonard ttre end of beneftttng the Progran ln a ray that
te untque to Port1and, Oregon.

fhe llodel Cltteo Plannlng Board haa not lost 818ht of the real pur-

poeee of the flobt, and all actlvltles have been carried out rlth theae goaLe

ln mtnd.

It ls the feeltng of the Model Clttea Boosters that tlre request for
$3ru)o for thtE project la rell-Juetlfled, 1n terue of Clttzcn Patttclpatton,
Publlc Relatlone, and Publtcity, and of beneftt to the PEotra, the cmrntty
and the clty of Portland"
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