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MEMORANDUM

TO: Mary Pedersen
0ffice of Neighborhood Associations

City-Schools Task ForceFROM:

RE: City's Position on Reorganization of Schools
i n tli I son and Li ncol n Hi gh School Cl usters

Schoo'l District 1 is in the process of reorganizing the
schools in both the Lincoln High Schoo'l Cluster and the
l.,l'il son High School Cluster on the westside.

Attached you will find a copy of two charts prepared by the
School District that summarize the alternatives put forth by
study committees of parents, teachers and school
administrators. The Wilson cluster conmittee decided on
February 14 to narrow its support to two alternatives: 4a
and 4b. Both of these a'lternatives create a 7th and 8th
grade middle school at Bridlemile. Alternative 4a ca1ls for
the closing of Multnomah School; alternative 4b calls for the
closing of both Maplewood and Tenrilliger schools.

The City-Schools Task Force has called a meeting for next
Monday, March 6, frorn 10:30 to noon, in Room 200 at the
Pl anning Bureau, to discuss the impacts of these alternatives
on programs operated or planned by the 0ffice of Neighborhood
Associ ati ons.

If you cannot attend the meeting, we would appreciate receiving
your written comments on the reorganization proposals.

If you have any questions, please call Charlotte Beeman, City-
School s Li ai son, at extensi on 4120.

Thank you for your time.

B[l: sa
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V, COMMT]I{ITY COALITIO]Y FOR
SCHOOL IIVTEGR,4TIOI{

Sa.bin Portablc 4013 N.E. l&th Portlnnd,, OR 97212 281-IBSB

HARRY C IVARD
C bairperson

D.4VrD.{.JOHNSON
Coordinator

FOR ]MMEDIATE RELEASE

For Further lnformation
Contact Dave Johnson
aoT 1 0ro llfannh ?l IC?Q

TI{E COMMUNITI COIIITION FOR SCHOOL N'ITEffi.ATION TODAT ANNOUNCED T},8 RESULTS OF

TM COMMJ}iITT FORUMS II HAS SPONSORED TIIROUGHOUT TM SCHOOL DISTRICT.

SARA COGAN AND V'ESIA LOVNG CO-CF.AIRPM.SOI$S OF TI{E COALIITCN ' S COMMU}I TT

NIVOLVM,frNT CO}OtrTTM SUM{,IUiTZI,ID THE BESULTS :

T}IE COALITION HEI,D }5 FORTJMS WHICH DREI,I A TOTAL OF 432 CITIZBIS.. PAP.TTCIPAI{TS

nICLUDED PARS{TS T'ORM A]J OF PORTI,ANDIS HIGH SCHOOIS AND 4] OF ]TS 87 EI.E[4EI\T.qNT

SCHOOLS

CITIZE\IS ATTB'IDD{G THESE IORUMS EXPRISSED I,IAJOR CONCEFN OVf,B I'OUR ISSUES:

]NEQUITT - SCHOOL DESEGREGATION ]}I POBTLAND HAS NOT BEEN EQUITABIE FROM'I}E

STANDPOINT OF REQUBII]G T}E SA],8 EFFORT AND Pi,ACING TIE SAI"E INCO}.ffENI${C3 CN BOTI:

BLACKS AND IdHITES. PRESMITLT 36% (2,675 OUt Of 7,A5) CF iIfi BIACK STIJDEIITS ]N TIE

DISTRICT ARE BUSED FOR DESEC.REGATION PURPOSES hr'I{rrr LESS Tlrq}l 2% (?69 out of )+6,667)

0F Tm I^ll{ITE STUDBITS n{ Tm DISTRICT AXE BUSED FOR DESEGFEGATION PURPOSES. IIEQUIE

WAS TTE MOST FRNQUENT },LAJOR CONCMN OF THOSE ATTMTDX{G TI{E FORUI.I.'5. MCRE II]TEAEST]NG

WAS TIE F'ACT THAT IF"OPORTIONAI,LY }IONE WH]TES THAN BLACKS LISTED THIS AS TIfiLI, MAJOR

CONCIRN.

LY }E}IIIO\IED MAJOR CONCEFIiS hERE I1\ITEF..IACIAI UNDB-THE NEXI ThBIE MoST fnEQUEXn

(uom)



COMMT]NITY COALITION FOR
SCHOOL INTEGRATIOII

Sc;bin Porta,blc 4073 N.E. 78th Portlnnd, OR 97272 287-1858

HARRY C. WARD
C bairperson

DAVID.,I./OHNSON
Coordinator

March 31 . L978
Page 2

EI@IE, QUALIIT EIUCATION. AND NEIGIIBOR}IOOD INTECfi ITT . BOIH BI,I,CKS A}ID WIIITES

EXPHESSED CONCERN O\IM THESX ISSUE.g.

TI{E QUE.STIONS A}ID COMMENIS OF FORUM PARTICIPANIS Cts\ItMED AXOUND IOIIR THB,IES:

D]BECTIM{ . MA}TI CITIZMTS DO NOT KNOT{ ON UNDMSTAI{D WHAT TI{E COAI.S OF SCHOOL

INTEGRATION A3E. FOR EXAMPLE, r'hrHAT ARE TlrE @AI-S 0F TI{E PORTLAITD SCHOoI DISTBICT

FOB RAIS]NG II{E ACH]XYEMM.IT LE1ITL OF BI,ACK STI]DENTS TIIIO AXE BUSED OUT OF THEIR

I\iE]GHBORHOOD SCHOOLS?'I

EVAtrUATION . A IgI OF CIT]ZENS A.RE CONCERNED ABCT'T TI{E FACT THAT IJTTIE HAS

BEU{ DONE TO EVAIUATE TI{E EITECTIIISIESS OF THE SCHOOL DISTB,ICT'S DESEGREGATICAI

PoLICTXS. FOR EXAMPIJ, "fS TtiE SCHoOL DISTRICT UAKTNG PEoGRESS TOhTARD REDUCTNG

RACTAI PREJIJDICE AND BR]NGING ABCIJT INTMRAC]AL RESPECT AND UNDMSTAAIDING?'I

EqJIry - A LOl OF CITIENS QTIF^STIOI{ED THE FAINNESS OF THE DISTRICT'S DE'SEG-

EEGAIIoN PoLICES. EOR EXA.I{PL,E, "IS IT TnUE THAT A NUMBER OF BLACK STUDE}IIS HAi/E

NO CHOICE BUT TO BE BUSED OUT OF TI{EB NEIGHBONfiOOD CCI4MUNIlY TO PRXDOMINAI!'ILT

WHIIE SCHOOI.S?II

IMPLM{HiTTATTON - MA}IT QUESTIONS A}ID COI4MB\MS CENEERED ON TIIE ECTEIII TO WHICH

THE SCHooL DISTRICT IiA,S BEEX{ PREFABING TEACHmS, ADMINISTtsAToRS, AND SflrDE{rS AND

PARSITS TO DEAL WITH SCHOOL DESEGREGATION. FOR UAMPLE, rrrHmE IS A N@ FOR AI'I

ORIXNTATIOT FOR I{HITE PT.RE{TS WHO AC,NEE TO SM{D THEIB CHIIDREN TO EARTY CHITDHOOD

EDUCATION CBITffi,S. N

(IroRE)



COMMI]NITY COALITIOII FOR
SCHOOL NYTEGR.{IION

Sabin Portabb 4013 N.E. 18th Ponland, OR 97212 281-1858

HARRY C. WARD
C bairperson

DAVID.4./OHTVSON
CoordinatorMarch 3I. 1978

Paee 3

IIESIA LOItrING SAID TIIAT TI{E SIE{]3'ICAI\ICE OF THE COAIIIIONIS COMMUNITT FORUMS

wAs THAT HrnDn[ ET-.EMENTS 0F PoRTLAUD'S SCHooL DESE@EGATISI EFFoRTS, SUgIi AS THE

ITNEQIJAI BITRDE{ PLACED 0N Tr{E BIACK PoPULATIoN, HAtrrE BEH\I BEoUGHT oUT IN TIfi oPXN.

URS. IOVING hIENT ON TO SAT THAT THE COAI, TION WAS TFSING TO DEIEIOP TTIE ICiND OF

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION POLICT TI{AT hrILL BE EQUITABLE FOB BOTH BI,ACKS AND }IHIIES.

SARA COGAN B4PHASIZED T1]AT THE COA].,ITION FEIT IIffiI STRONGI,T THAT SCHOOL

INIE@ATIOi WAS AN ISSUE OF VTIAT CONCERN FOR TI{E ETrIINE CITT. BECAUSE OF TIflS,

TI{ESE COMMJNIIY FONUI4S WffiE I&LD TO I) TBOltrDE BAS]C INPORJYATTON ABOUT PORTI,A\ID'S

scHool DESEC,REGATION EFFOR?S, 2) STAIT A DIALoG{IE A.},ONG PoRTr,AND'S CIIrT.ENS A30UT

DESEffiEGATION/I]'EEGRATION ISSIIES, AND 3) TO FIND OUT WHAT TI{E COMMUNIrf WAS INTmESIED

IN HAVING TTIE COALITIO}.I STIIff.

DICK FREy, CO-CEATRPERSoN 0F TI{E C0Ar_,rTr0N'S RESEATCH CoMMITTE SAID THAT HrS

COMMITTEE WAS PRESENTI,T WONKING ON PUTT]NG IOGETHEA, A COMPBEIM{STVE BXPORT THAT

lfE;L ADDRBSS THE CONCMI{S AI{D QIIESTIONS RAISED EIY THE CO!,S{I]NITT.

*++,rx++*t+



\
\

COMMUNITY COALITION FOR: SCHOOLINTEGRATION
Sll,bin Ponablc 4O73 N.E, 78th Portland, OR 97212 287-7858

HARRY C. WARD
Cbairperson

DAVID A,JOHNSON
Coordinator

Augrust 29, 1978

Mary Pedersen
1220 sw 5rh
kn. 413
Portland, OR 97204

Dear Ms. Pedersen:

The Community Coalition For School Integration is currently
sponsoring seven Community Forums to l) share new findings
and 2) discuss possibilities for recommendations to be
presented to the School Board in November l-978. As part of
an effort to keep each conununity informed and involved, we are
asking that each neighborhood organization establish a Telephone
Committee to call people in their community and teII them
about these forums.

Your help and support is needed in order to successfully
involve each community in the shaping of these recommendations.

The CCSI would appreciate
the organizations in your neigh
process. we would also like fo
dates in any newsletter or flie
publish between now and the end
a }ist of forum times and locat

KW
Enclosures

your help in encouraging
borhood to help in this
r you to place these forum
r that your office might
of September. We have enclosed

ions.

Sincerely,

Community Involvement Committee

PLEASE POST THE ENCLOSED FLIERS.

SEPO? $n
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OFFICE OF
THE MAYOR

NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT
MAYOR

I22O S. W. FIFTH AVE.
PORTLAND, OF.97204

503 248 - 1120

10 July 1978

TO: Mary Pedersen

FROM: Marty Cohen

SUBJECT: Enclosed Bureau Hea Questionnaire

Here is a set of 20 guestions about City School
matters that I hope you can answer for us.

There are really fewer blanks to fill than the
nurnlcer of pages indicate, so f don't think the
form will be too tiresome. I'd also like to
assure you that the questions on page 4--particularly
numbers 18 and 19--are in some ways the ones which
should bring in the most interesting data. We'el

realllT like to hear what some of the Bureau people
are thinking, and where you think the City School
work shoulcl be going.

f think f rm running into you even less frequentJ-y
than I used to nor,ir that r rm downstairs, so in addition
to the semi-formality of ttre above, let me add, Hi!

MC
Enc.: ?re
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FORTLAND

OREGOII rune 2e, te78

OFFICE OF
THE MAYOR TO:

NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT
MAYOR

I22O S. W. FIFTH AVE.
PORTLANO, OB. 97204

503 248 .4120
FR0t't:

SUBJECT:

Corrniss ioner Frank lvancre
Cormiss ioner Charles Jordan
Commiss i oner Connie llcCready
Cornmissioner Hi ldred Schwa

Mayor Neil

Ci ty School

Goldschmid

Pol icy Cornm i ttee Questionnaire

The Clty School Pol icy Conmittee was formed to review existing City
programs which relate to the programs of the Portland Public Schools;
to analyze those programs to determine whether or not they represent
de facto City policies; and to identify a set of proposed policies
which will guide City relationships with the School District in the
futu re.

The Conrnitteers compos i tion refIects those bureaus which have pre-
domi nate contacts with the School District; other individuals and
bureaus are being invited to participate, both through a survey and
in person. The information gathered by the Committee and the pro-
posed pol icies will be compiled in a report to be submi tted to the
Council and the School Board. The Conmittee expects to fulfill its
mission within approximately one year.

Enclosed is a questionnai re regarding the bureaus and their relation-
ships to schools. Unless you have some objections to any bureau
under your jurisdiction receiving one, the Ci ty School s Pol icy Com-
mittee plans, during the first week in July, to send a questionnaire
to each bureau which may have contacts with schools.

Thank you for your cooperation. lf you have any qu
work of the City Schools Committee or about this su
the Cormitteers Staff Assistant, Marty Cohen, at 24

e about the
ase call

ln order that their work can proceed as soon as possible, the Committee
hopes the completed questionnai res can be returned by July 21, to
Ma rty at 131/316, C i ty Ha I I .

Thank you.

eY, P
5334 -

NG,/cbu
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STUDENI TRANSFER ISSUES

l{hereas, the Board of Education received the Report

of the Corununity Coalition for School Integration on November 27,

1978. That Report made numerous recormnendations intended to

improve the Districtrs integration progr:rms.

BE IT RESOL\IED:

A. lhe Board reaffirms its affirmative duty to
prevent and eliminate the racial isolation of minority
child,ren in each of its schooLs and to achieve and maintain

a racially integrated educational program for the benefit of
alL students of this dlEtrict.

The Board has conunenced to act with respect to

many of the recormrendations of the Corrnunity Coalition for
Schoot Integration pursuant to resolutions adopted at ttre

January 8t L979 neeting of the Board. These reeolutions are

(1) No. x-6118 on administration; (2) No. x-5119 on curric-
ulum; (3) No. X-6120 on teacher training; (4) No. X-5121 on

standards of performance in multi-ethnic education; (5) tlo.

X-6L22 on stud,ent discipline; (6) No. x-6123 on minority

hiring; (7) No. x-6L24 on minority teacher placement; (8)

No. X-6125 on integrated housing; (9) tto. x-6125 on advisory

boards; and (10) No. X-6L27 on comnunication.

In many of these area6 the Board anticipates

taking additional action after receiving further reconunendations
and

from the Superintendentr/advice and corments of cl-tizens.

RECEIVED

JAtl 36- fflc
1



The Coalition has called attention to several

vital iseues under the headlng in its Report of nstudent

Transfer" issues. The Board has studied the Report of the

Coalition, tl.e presentations of the Coalition representa-

tives, the corments of the public and the response of tlre

Superintendent. The Board has conducted public neetings on

November 27, L978, December 4, 1I and 18, 1978 and January 8

and.22, L979 with respect to the Coalition's Report. At

five of these six meetings ttre principal attention sras

directed to the Student Transfer issues and principally to
the pairing proposal of ttre Coalition. The Board has also

reviewed the present status of the Boardrs integration
program, the progrees to date, the problems existing and

remaining to be solved and the inprovements and further
progress which should be made.

Among the concerns which the Coalition has emphasized

under the heading of Student Transfer issues are the folloning:
1. To reduce substantially the number of receiving

schools to which children resident in the attendance

area of an Early Chitdhood Center are transferred and

thereby reduce the isolation of minority students.

2. To provide S.mproved progr€rms for children at
grades 5-8 resident in the Area I portions of King and

Woodlawn, in Boise and E1iot, and for children at
grades 3-8 resident in the attendance area of gunboldt.

2



3. To assure that each chitd resident in the

attendance area of an Early Childhood Center has the

opportunity to attend that school.

4. To increase the number of majority Etudents

attending Early Childhood Centers, ineluding at the

later prinary grades.

5. To assure that the responsibilities of de-

segregation,/integration are wideLy shared.

5. To satisfy State Board of Education policy

and guidelines with respect to desegregation.

The Board shares ttreEe concerns and they reguire

further attention. Ihe Board recognizes that lf these

concerns can be appropriately met, the District's integration
progrErms will be increasingJ.y equitable and the responsJ--

bllities of participation in tlre Districtrs integration

progrErma will be more widely shared. These are objectives

sought by the Board.

The Board recogmizes that the Pairing proposal

sr:hEltted by the Coalition is intended to rEet ttrese concerns.

The Board, however, does not believe ttrat the pairing proposal

of the Coalition will either assure greater equity, increase

interracial und.erstanding, and improve educatLonal guality,

or further the Distrietrs integration programE. The Board,

therefore, believes that the pairing proposal of the coalitlon
does not offer an approach which the District should follow,

and the Board intends to pursue other approaches to respond

3



to the concerns givLng rise to the pairing proposal and to

meet its responsibilities in the area of integration.
The Board seeks to improve its integration programEt

and recognizes that an equitable distribution of burdens,

inproved quality of education for all children and increased

interracial understanding are important goals of an integra-
tLon progran toward which the District shall continue to

work and progress.

B. In order to continue progress toward integration
and at the same time to assure greater eguity, interracial
understanding and iryrove the quality of education for all
children, the Board seeks, within the policies of ttre Board

and State Board of Education desegregation policies and

guidelines, to acconqrlish the following:
1. To reduce sr:bstantially the nuruber of receiving

schools to which children from a particular neighborhood

are transferred, while preserrring appropriate latitude
for parent choices of schools.

2. to establish appropriate priorities for
attendance at Early Childhood Centers, especially as

related to children resid,ent in the attendance area of

the Early Childhood Center.

3. To increase tlre attendance of majority students

in Early Chtldhood Centers, particularly in the later
prinary grades.

4



4. To provide appropriate latitude for parents of
primary grade students resident in the attendance area

of the school which is or becomeg a niddle school to

choose the prirnary school which their children will
attend within the middle school cluster.

5. To provide a niddle school for children
resident ln ttre attendance areas of Boise and Eliot so

that Boise and Eliot are part of a middle school

cluster or clusters. The Board requests the Superin-

tendent to include Boise and Eliot in his conslderations

of possible middle school sitesrwhen examining locations

of a ni.ddle school for a cluster which includes Boise

or Eliot, and to advise the Board. with respect thereto.

5. To provide on the west side an upper grade

center or centers on an interim baSis for children

resident in tlre attendance ared,of Area I King and

Hunboldt, and, as expeditiously as possible, a middle

school or schools so that Area I King and Eumboldt are

each part of a mj-ddIe school cluster or clusterg.

7. To eEtablish the niddle schools referred, to in
(5) and (5) above under Board policy which EtateE that

the District will develop niddle schools as expeditiously

ae physical plants, qualified staff and community

acceptance make the transition possible.

The Board requests the Superintendent to advise it
as to the configuration of each utiddle school cluster

5



referred to in (5) and (5), Se staffing needs and

availability, the preferred location for each middle

school , the availability of necessary renovation funds

to provide building improveuentE to accornmodate irrproved

educational programs, and any other pertinent factors.

Ehe Board, following receipt of ttre Superintendent's

advice, will describe the appropriate cluster, the

recommended location of the niddle school in that

cluster, ttre building renovations and other pertinent

factors associated with the proposed transition, and

the procedures by which it wiII determine whether

conununity acceptance in that cluster is sufficient to
make the transition to the,middle school possible.

8. To increase recruitnent of majority students

for attendance at niddle schools from attendance areas

for which middle school cluaters are not yet established.

9. To incLude the Area I portion of Woodlawn in
the Ock1ey creen middle school cluster.

10. To provide appropriate latitude for parents of

upper elementary grade students resident in ttre attendance

area of an Early Childhood Center in a niddle school

cluster to choose schools other than ttrat middle school

for their children to attend.

C. The Board rbqueSts,:tlre Superintend.ent to

advise it with respect to the foregoing matters. Ttre Super-

intendentrs advice should include how ttre foregoing objectives

6



nay be achie\red within the policies of ttre Board and state

Board of Ed.ucatlon desegregation policies and guidelines and

the probable ef,fects on the policies of the Board.

D. The Board recognizes ttrat contLnued progreas

w111 require tlre assietance of Etaff and citizens and ttrat

the Superintendent will congult with staff ae well as welcome

the advice and comenta of cl-tizens.
The Board welcomes tlre advlc'e and conurents of,

citizens, including of the Comn:nity Coalltion for School

Integration, wittr respect to these matters.

7



PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHCOLS
63 I Northeast Clackamas Street / Portland, Oregon 97232
Mai.ling Address: P.O. Box 3107 / Portland, Oregon 97208
Phone (503) 234-3392
PUBLIC INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

John H. Nellor
Director

Susan D. K oil
Assistant Director

James M. Voigt
Public I nformation Specialist

Sonja Jghnston
Public I nrorrnation Specialist

John Kjrkpalrick
Editorial Assistant

Roberr Fl. Mitch€ll
Production Coordinaror

January 23, L979

MEI"IORANDUM

To: A11 Building Principals
Area and Central Administrators
Citizen Advisory Committee Members
Local School Advisory Corunittee Chairpersons
Portland Council,/PTA
Local School PTA Presidents
Civic-Service Groups

STUDENT TRANSFER RESOLUTXON

Attached is a copy of the Student Transfer Resolution adopted
by the Board of Education of the Portland Public Schools at
the January 22, L979 regular meeting.

The Resol-ution is in response to the so-ca1led "pairing"
recommendation of the Community Coalition for School
Integrati-on.

The Resolution was approved. by a vote of 5 to 1 by the Board.

Because of the importance of this action to the total conununity
the attached copy is being sent for your information and files.
Yours truly,

o H Ne11or, Director
Information DepartmentPublic

JHN
/L
Attachment

TECHVED

JAN A6 $N



1818 S.E. DIVISION/POBTLAND, OREGON 97202

February 14, lgZB

Dear Ms. Pederseni

ftrc Luportant buslaeee of educatlon le a great coocertr to the entlre
co.'qrolty. You have deoouEtrated a alncerc lnterest 1! the qualtty
of, llle ls Pottland through your partlclpatlon ln a Cmunlty Sarvlce
Organlzatlon.

Tcachers in Portlaod knor there ere uaoy unansr.ered guestlons about
sducatlon Lu our clty echoole. lle are attenpting to solve that
cmralcatlou gap by offertag out setvlces Eo your organlzatlon by
apeaklng vlth your group on educatlonal laeues.

Please coat&ct our offtce for a teacher represeutatlve Lf you are
Lnterected ln lnprovlng the coordlnatloo betseea the echoole end thc
eomrnlty for a quellty ltfe 10 Portlerd.

Slncerely,

z-r\-r

C. Leonard Anderaon, Presldent
Portland Aseoclatloo of Teachers

CIA:dn

P. S. l{ould you please llat two (2) educattonal coocerao you or
your colleagues have neatlooed aa relevaat toplcs for dtr-
cuesloa. Pleaee forward to the P.A.T. Offlc.e as aoon It
poee{b1e.

Portland Aeeocletioa of Teacherg
1818 S. E. Dlvlelon Street
Portland, 0R 97202
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COMMUNIIY CONCIRNS ]N 1978
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INfE0DUCTIC[,I

The Cormrnity Coalition for School Integration feels that its couprehen-
sive reporL and recormendat j-ons on schooL desegregatlon in Portland nsrst
address the eoncerrrs and questl-ons of the cormunity. In order to receive Srrput
from the con.tuunity the C oal-ition sponsored 15 fonrns throughout the School
District. A fonrn was held in every high school neighborhood irt the School
District. The main pur.pose of theee fonrms was to receive input fron citizene
regarding the questions, @gglgl, and opirions they have about school. deseg3e-
gation il Portland.

Over 4OO citizens attended the Coalitiont s forr:m series. Partic ipant s
jlcluded parents from ell of Portlandrs high schools and 41 of its 87 elemen-
tary schools.

The format for these fortrrns involved a panel presentation foll.owed by open
discussion. The panels presented infortation about the Coalition and general
descriptions of Portlandts school desegregation efforts. After the panel
presentation questi.ons, concerrrs, and opJrrions were solicited from the audience.
These questions, concerns, and opinions were recorded and are presented in thj-s
report.

Fon:rn participants also flJ-Ied out a questionnaire in which thegr indicated
what they percei.ved to be the most important issue involved in school desegre-
gation in Portland. The results of thi-s questi-onnaire are included j-n this
report.

The onJ-y other comprehensive study regardlng school desepegation in
PorLland was that conducted by the Comittee on Bace and Education (so-cal-led
Schwab Comrittee) in 1964. It should be noted that the Schwab Comittee was
appointed and told what areas to study by the School Board. In contrast, the
Coalition for School Integration has er<tended an open inv:itation to arryone
wishing to become a menber and has consulted the comurriLy about what areas it
should study.

The follonlng report is a summar5r of what citizens in Portland feel shouLd
be exanrined in regards to school desegregation.

I



MAJOR CONCMNS CI'TT7.ENS HAW ABCIJT SCHOOL DESEGAEGATfON IN PORTIAND

People attending the foru"urs were asked to write a response to the question:
It'Ihat i-s the rnost important issue i-rrvolved in school desegrega.tion il Portland?it

Four najor issues stand out: 1) Ineqrity, 2) Interracial understanding,
3) quafity education and 4) Neighborhood integrity.

1. INEQUITY

The rnajor concern centers around the inequity of the curent transfer
arrangements. A rmrch higher proportion of Blacks than of Whites transfer or are
being transferred by bus for desegregation pur?oses.

Of al-l the B1ack students in the School District, 348 are bused
for desegregation of schools whi-le less t Lran 2ft of all- the Whlte
students are bused for desegregation.

0f the 2,973 A&ntristrative Transfer students, 9@ arc Btacks.
This nurber jlcludes those who voluntari-Iy transfer to another school
in the District and all of the Jrd, l$h, 5Lh, 6lh, 7th and 8th
graders who have to be involuntarily transfemed because these grades
have been eli-uinated to create the Early Chifdhood Education Centers.

Less than 8O0 Whites volunteer to be transferred by bus to Early
Childhood Education Centers. Of these, 444 are in the hal.f day
Pre-Ki-ndergarten or the fu.J.l day Kindergarten program.

It is interestilg to note that while the respondants to the questionnaire
were J:I White to Black; the people listing inequity and the need for eqrity in
desegregation were 5:1 White to Black. For the Whites responding at the foru.ms
this concern for equity far outweighed any other concern Whites mentioned. More
than twice as many Whites wrote about inequity and the need for equity than the
next major concern for Whites which was quality education.

The need for a niddle school in the Albina area is another example of the
inequity issue which was mentioned by both Blacks and Whites.

The next three issues had close to the same number of people wrltlng about
each one.

2. INTNNRACIAL UNDERSTANDING

The need for better commrnication and understanding between Blacks and
Whites was mentioned in various ways. S everal people mentioned i4roving the preparatlon
of the receivirg schools as a great need. The White to Black ratio for this
need was J:1, the same as the respondant ratlo.

A higher proportion of Blacks listed the need for better racial understanding.
The ratio of White to Black was 1:1. A Black wonan worded the najor issue as,
trThe wrong feel5.ngs that whites have against blacks I:" Another person suggested
more workshops for teachers on how to relate to Blacks. ItCorumrnication, educatlon -
in general educating the public that desegregating schools wiIL not harrn themr tt was
the way a White woman stated the need for more understanding.
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2 QUALIIY EDUCATION

These uords were often Ilsted with no further explanatlon of what was meant
by 'tquali-ty education'r. It uas a phrase used more often by Whites. The White to
BLack ratio was 5:1. The achieveuent leveI of B1ack students was listed by two
Blacks; no Whites mentioned it.

A. )J year old White nale probably captured the attitude of aany of his
cou4terparts hrhen he saiQ the most important i-ssue was to, 'rachieve integration
without compronlsing quality of education or the neighborhood school system.rr

This phrase states the concerns or fears of many Whites that integration
would mean 1) compromising qr:aIity and 2) loss of nelghborhood schools. This
second concern shors in White responses talking about neighborhood schools or
housing petterns.

I+. NEIGHBORHOOD INIEGRIIY

AIl of the people who listed the maintenance of neighborhood schools as the
most important issue were White.

One woman put it this way - "Maintajning neighborhood schools - iE recom-
mendation 1.t' Keeping neighborhood children together in school is imporbant,
many said, for peer friendshipe, behavior control and parent involvement.

An equal nrunber of Whites talked about the need to integrate housing as the
rneans to iltegrating schools. The on.l-y Black addressing thj.s issue was a r.lornan

who wrote, rrHousingrr.

Additional- issues each mentioned by several people can be grouped under the
following headings:

Cormrnication. Thls was mentioned by several Whites. The need for parent
involvernent and student lnvolvement were each mentioned by a White and a Black.

Black Staff. The need for more Black staff in the District was U-sted as a
na3or-fFffil:T,wo Whi.tes and one B1ack.

Positive Self-Imaee. This was best stated by a B1ack wonan who said, rrThe

most inportant issue should be a better education, a good environment for
emotional growbh and persorrality developnent which means there shoul-d be a situa-
tion where the minority ch5-Ld can maintain a posltive self irnage.tt

OneWhite wonan talked about the'r...need for non-Blacks to face their fears.'l

Volunta ry. Several Whites menti-oned the importance of volwitary choices of
which school to attend. Other Whites suggested closing bor:.ndaries and not aUorrring
students to attend schools out of tfeir attendance area if their leav:irrg fuvther
segregated a school, e.g. in the Jefferson area.

0verall DesesreEation Plan, Both Blacks and Whites mentioned this as an
lssue. ItA comrritment to a success ftil prograrn by the school district rather than
what appears to be an attempt to comply,rrwas the way aWhite man put it.
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QIIESTIOI{S AND COMMITITS CITIZM{S HAVE ABOUT SCHOOL DESEMEC,AT]OI{ IN PCRTI.AND

The parents, teachers, School District adrninistretors, students, and other
citizens attending our comurity fonms raised a number of questions and
expressed a variety of opinions about school desegregation in Portland. These
questions and coments centered on four major themes: f) Dr:ection, 2) Evalua-
tion, 3) Eouity and 4) f.:oplenentation.

}. DIRSCTION

Our colnnnrnity fon:ns revealed that nany citizens do not understand what
the goals of school desegregation/integration are. The followjlg are questions
that frequently cane up during our forum series:

rWhat are the goals of the Portland School District for raising the
achievement level of B1ack students who are bused out of their neighbor-
hoods ?rr

'What are the goals of the School District for bringing about inter-
racial respect and understanding?tt

rWhat are the goals of the School District for reducilg racial pre-
Judice?I'

"!{hat are the goals of the School Distriet for expanding the oppor-
tunitles of the reducationally disadvantagedr ?tr

2. EVA].,,UATION

A 1ot of citizens are concerned about the fact that little has been done
to evaluate the progress that has been nade torard the goals of school desegre-
gation/integration. The followilg is a list of the questions ralsed in regard
to thts point:

'ttlhy hasntt the Schoo1 Distrlct conducted and Erblished a thorough
evaluation of its desegregation efforts?rr

Itrlhat has been the effect of the Adninistrative Transfer Program
(the busing of Black students to predonlnantly Uhite schools) on the
student achievenent of both Black and I'Ihite students?rr rrAre Black students
who are bused to pnedonrinantly Whlte schools achieving higher than their
eonterparts who remain in neighborhood schools in the Black comrunity?tt

rWhat percentage of Adninistrative Trensfer students finish high
school?rr rrHow does this percentage compare with non-Administrative
Transfer students?rl

'What has been the impact of Early Chi-Idhood Education Centers on
student achievement?Ir IIAre students (Uottr Black and White) in Early
Childhood Education Centers doing better than gtudents in other schools
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with pri:nary grades?rl

I'Is the School District reking progress at reducilg racial prejudice,
bringing about increesed intemacial respect and understandilg, and
orpanding the opportunj-ties of the educationally disadvantaged?"

3. EQUITY

A number of citizens felt that school desegregation il Portland has not
been equitable from the standpoint of requiring the same effort and placing the
sa&e inconvience on both Blacks and llhites, The foJ.lowing are sone co@trents
and questions that carne up in regard to this point:

rrls there a contradiction between the School Districtts policy on
allowilg requested transfers end aehiewj-ng racial balance?rl

I'The Albina area needs a niddle school - the converslon of its
elementary schools into Early Childhood Educatj-on Centers has reeulted ir
a situation where 5th, fth, and &lh grade students nho reside in the area
have no choice but to be bused out to other sehools outside of their
neighborhood.tl

'rAre Black students denied entry to Early Childhood Education
Centers? If so, under what circu.mstances are they denied entr1r? What is
the federal law in regard to turning down Black students for entry into
Early Childhood Education Centers?rl

Itfhy hasntt there been a nlddle school established in the Albina
&rea?rl

rrls it possible to establlsh a niddle school in the Albina area th€,t
will not be racially isolated?r'

rrls the Administrative Transfer Program really voluntary?rl

trhlhat resources leave with an Admilistrative Transfer student when
he/she is transferred?rl

rrAre Black students turned away from Jefferson High School?rt

rrls there discrimination irr the disciplinary action taken against
Adnlnistrative Transfer students &s opposed to resident students?rl

ItToo much of the School Distri.ctr s resources are going to fund
magnet programs e.g., the perfor@ing arts progran at Jefferson.rl

L. I}IPLEI'IEMATION

A lot of the questions and comments centered on how effective'the Porbland
School District has been at i:nplementing and nanaging'lts various progralns
ai-ued at bringing about school desegregation/integratlon. The following is a
list of those corrments and questions:

rhlhat is the relationship between adm:inistrative decentralization
and school desegregation?tilIlelhat have been the effects of adrrjrdstrative
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decentralization on accomplishi-ng the goals of school desegregation?rt

ItThere is a lack of long-range. planning by the Schoo1 Distrj-ct for
accomplishiag s chool des egregation/integrati-on.'l

It'lhat federal funds are channeled into Early Chjfdhood Education
C enters ? tt

I'The Schoo1 District should focus on recnrltS-ng lfhits fani:lies not
White students for Early Childhood Education Centels.rr

rrThere is a need for an orientation for White parents who agree to
send their chiadren to Early Childhood Education Centers.r'

I'The School District needs to draw up ercpliclt boundary &aps for
eaeh Eerly Chifdhood &lucation Center attendance atrea. rl

ItIhat is the relationship between the AdniListrative Transfer Program
and the Early Childhood Education Centers?rt

It{hat federal funds are charureled into schools receiving Adnilistra-
tive Transfer students?tl

rrThere ls no transportation provided for parent invol-venent in the
Administrative Transfer Program. rl

rrThe School District hasnrt kept the parents ef [drni4isf,rative
Transfer students inforvned enough ebout the learn:ing o<perience their
children are having.rl

ItAre magnet programs incompatib]-e with the energr shortage?rl

I'Is there an inherent conflict between the uagnet progrrmF and the
value of neighborhood schools?rl

rUhat federal funds are charu:re1ed into ragnet programs?r'

rrHow does the School Distrj-ct decide where to locate certain oagnet
progra.urs? tlhat is the ratlonale?r'

ttHigh school priacipals are not cooperating in the promotion of
magnet progra,as. rr
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FORUM ATTU{DANCE

There were 432 people at the 15 Coalition Foru.ns; 160 people attended the
first three of these. The first three fonms were held prior to the Coalition
report to the School Board on Dec. L5, 1977, The focus of these fon:ms was
the proposed policy that would not alIon Black students residing in the Area I
porLions of the Boise and King neiglrborhoods to attend Jefferson, their neiglr-
borhood high school

The next 12 fonrms addressed desegregati-on il the entire S chool District.
No specific proposals were discussed, consequently attendance at these foru.ms
was l.ow compared to the first three held prlor to December L5, L97?,

After the first three fonrns a questionnaire was handed out to those i.rr
attendance. Approxi.nrateLy |Afi of the people returned the questionnaire.

The questionnaire looked J.i-ke this:

INFORMATION CA.RD

AGE
SEX
RACE

L
2
3
L
5

)
)
)
)
)

Are vou a parent ? lraq no
How many chiLdren do you have? _
Which schools do your ch{Ldren attend?
How did you find out about this fonrn?
In your opinion, what is the most important issue jlvolved in school
desegregation in Portland?

The following inforrnation is based on the data from 1lf qrestionnai.res,

There were parents frou a'] 1 of the I{ high schools and from A,1 of the &7
grade schools.

Parents nade up 82fi of those responding, non-parents 18S.

The proportion of Blacks attending the foruns and responding to the
questionnaire was m.rch higher than the proportion of Blacks in the general
population. Blacks made up 26f, of the respondants. (Approximetely 7% ot
Portlandrs populati.on is B1ack, Ll+fi ot the students jn School District #t are
Blaek. )

Additional statistical data from the questionnaires follows:

Females: 5896 of respondants Blacks t 26fr of respondants
Males: lC% rr Whites: 7l+fi rr

Black malesz 287 of the Blacks White nales:
Black fernales: 72% rr White females:

lr4 of the Whites
52i( rt

Age: Under 24
25-31+
35-60

Over 6O

Ed

237
6e%

3%
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IORTIM PI'BLICIIY

FORUMS:

These forurns were held between November L9, L977 and March ].,6, L978 at the
followi-ng locations: Lincol"n High, Wilson Hi-gh, Jeff,erson High (tuice),
Beaumont School, Jackson High, Roosevelt High, Washington High, Adans High,
Duniway School, Frarklin High, Bose City School, Ifarshall High, Benson High,
and Monroe High

NEWSPAPERS:

Every forum date was Placed an
0bserver. Other newspapers such as
Review, VanEuard, Portland Scribe
fon:ms, depending on the location o
si,sted of fonrm inforrnation (times,
pur?ose for sponsoring these forums,

RADIO:

The fon:ras (except Lincoln and Wilson) received Public Service Announcement
time from several local radio stations as follows: KPAM, KIIPL, KWJJ, ry!, K$'I.
KOAP, KEX, KGAX,, KCON, @, and @. These PSArs varied from ten to fifty
seconds in length. They were announced several tjmes a week depending on the
schedule of the station.

TEI,EVISION:

[lTV, !:OIN-TL and $ATU had slides to announce these fon:ms (except Lincoln
ana WlEn)l-Tfie-f'uuficErvice Announcements varied between stations. K0IN
and KATU used a slide that we had nade w:lth our naJne, contact person, telephone
number, conuurnity fonrm and the ti:ne of these fonrms. Along with the sJ-ide, they
stated our pur?ose and each individual date and location of forrr.ms. KPIV had a
slide nade for us and just stated that the forurns were being held and the person
and nurnber to contact for nore information.

FL]ffi,S:

, Fliers uere fj-rst distributed to both the high schools and feeder schools
irr the high schooGa jn which the fon:m was being held. These fliers were
usually sent to the schools through the School District rrPonyr'. However, due
to lack o1' ti.me, some had to be distributed to the schools by our staff. After
the first four forr:ms, the Cormrnity fnvolvernent Comittee decided to stop
sending fliers home with the high school students because they would not take
thern home arrd beeause we had a limited amount of pr5-nting. We continued to
send the fliers home with the children from the feeder schools. We delivered
fliers to the high schools to be posted. A total of 38,700 fU-ers were sent out.

SCHOOL STAFF AND PANMIT CONTACT:

The officers of the PIArs and Loca1 Advisory Comrnittees (nainly HIA presi-
dents and AC chairpersons) were contacted by phone and jnformed about the forun

the 0regonian, @!, Skalner, and
willanette Week, @4!UI-P""*, St r tighns

*@ also covered these
f the forun. These arbicles m.e 1nly con-
dates and locations) and the Coalitionrs

o)



in their area. Also, the PIA officers were sent letters (Uy ltary Iou Monroe)
inviting them to attend the foruns. All nenbers of the Iocal Citizen Advisory
Colunittees and the Citizen Advisory Cilnurittee (Area I, Area II and Area III) -

were also sent letters of invitation. For the first six forums, the princi-pa1s
of the schools in whieh the fonrm was being held were contacted. For the last
six forr:ms, the prJlcipals for the high schools and feeder schools in the fortur
area were contacted by phone or by a visit. Contacts were also uade to the
Title VII representative and the Comunity Agent for several schools.

ORGANIZATIONS:

Several neighborhood organizations were contscted depending on the location
of the forurn in their area. Each organization in the Coalition Tras sent a letter
asking thern to attend the foru.urs and/or have a speaker to come and ta,Ik to their
group. AIL of the members of the Cha,rber of Conmerce end the Masons also
recei-ved these letters .

On the information sheet that was passed out to citizens attending the
fonr.ns, the Question rrHow did you find out about this fonrm.?t? was asked. The
overall percentage of answers were as follows:

Fliers - 38j6
School Contacts - 31f,
Newspapers - 1{S
Word of mouth - 12%
Television - 3f
Radio - Zf,
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THE NEAT FT{ASE: aDDREBSING lm COWEB$S dSD qrESTIot{S 0lgtm!6 rrAVE ABCIm
SCHOCI, DESIEGR&*TIOT IU FEffIIAI{D

The Besearch Cmrittee of, the Cmmlty Coel.ttlsr f,or $chool Integratton
ls developirrg a rsgeerch plan that rd&asaoa tht coriaertrs and questione con-
tEtnd tn thia report,. An ef,f,ort rl.LL be nade to collect aIL the lnfortatl,En
nsceusar1r to adaqugtely rsspord to the $ra*Loms a,nd. ooncems of tha commity.
In thc neen future the Coaltttan wi-Lt ptb.ltsh ite reaeroh plen errd tins-tranp.
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COMMUIVITY COALITION F OR
SCHOOL INTEGR,{TION

SabinPonabl.e 4013 N.E. TSthPonlnnd, OR 97212 281-1858

HARRY C. I'VARD

Cbairperson

CEBEER FON, URBA}T EDUCATION

CITIZEIIIS FOR CHILDRE'I

CO}{MITTEE EON QUATITT EDUCATION
FOR AJ.L CHILDRBI

CONCO&DI,II COMMT]NIIY ASSOCITTIOI{

ECUUE{ICAL MNISTH,]XS OF' OBEGON

I{ELATH HELP Cm'lTIB, INC.

JEFEM,SON DAD'S CLIIB

IGNG IMFR0\IS,IEI\[ ASS0CII,TION

LEAqIE pF WOI{EN \nCrIES

MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL

COMMI]NI T COUNCIL

}4SIBOPOLITAII HTN{AN RE..ATIOIIS
COT,IMISSION

NATIONAI ASSOCIATION FON TTIE
ADVA}ICEMtsIT OF COLORED PEOPTE

NATIONAI CONFMENCE OF
CIIRISTIANS AND JEITIS

NATIONAI COUNCIL 0F JE'ESH WOl,lEN

N.E. COAIITION OF IIEIC*IBONIIOODS

DAVTD A.]OHNSON
C oordinator

ORMON ASSOCIATION OT

COLOR@ WCI4BIIS CITIBS

OREGON MINOBIIY EDIICATOBS
OBGANIZATION

OREGON SOCIAL]ST WORKEAS PlRlY

PORT].AI{D ASTION CCE${ITTffi TO@THEN,

PORILAND ASSOCIATIOI{ OF TEO,CHENS

POBTIAND CHAMBER OF COI4MEN,CE

PONT]"AND COUNCIL P.T.A.

SCHOOTS FOR THE CIIY

S.E. YOIInI SM,1rICE CENIffi,

STI,DEI\}T COAIIIION AGAI}IST RACISM

THE T]RBAN IEAGIJE OF POR,T].,AI\ID

CHUBCH WCN4E{ I'NITED

PORTT"AND TEDERATION OT TEACHMS

VANCOUVM A\TAIIJE
F]NST BAPIIST CIIIJRCH

WILSON IIIGH SCI{OOL
ANITISOffi CCMMITTE

The follorring groupe and organizations are roernberg of the ComunJ-ty
Coalition for School Integration:


