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The Yarnhill Historic Distrrct's distirrouishirrg
clraracteristics arc its Irtiit arrd vegetable rrarl(rlls
irrrri tlrc arclritectLrral urrity of its lristoric
lruilrlirrgs. Eleverr of tlrc 22 bLrildings in tlre
rlistr ict are clesrgrratecl larr<lrnarks, arrri orrly two
ar(r rrot corrrlratible witlr its character. Tlre
Northrolr & Blossorn-Fitch Building (rrow
Frankerrsti:in's Restaurarrt), btrilt in 1858, is ttre
crty's olclest structure tl'rat rotains its origirral
arclrite'ctural character. All of the 16 other
designated arrd poterrtial larrdmarks arc in tlre
Italiarrate style, arrd many lrave cast-iron fronts.
N4ost were built between 1875 and IBB5, resLrlting
in a remarkable architectural ur-rity. Eiglrt of tl-re
11 designateci lanclmarl<s have been partially or
cornpletely restored, all by private irrvestment.
Since 1960 only orre structure of lanrlmark
qua lity has been lost.

Tlre plan concept is to preserve the markets and
desigrrate a ilortion of the area as an. historic
district- Rehabilitated lristoric buildings arrd
conrpatible irrfill rlevelopment of shops, offices
arr<l housing should preserve . tlre, clistrict's
character vvitltout creating a purif ied, arts and
crafts atmosplrere. Secor-rdhand stores slrould

remairr as long as rents permit, but design review
slrorrld rlake porno.qraplric businesses visually less
ol)lrusive.

The rnarkets, which provide a service to all of
Dowrrtown, arttl particularly the 227 residential
tunits in the area, slrould be preserved even if
pulrlic intervention is rreeded to subsidize rents
and irnproverncnts. ln addition, the residential
hotels which the markets serve should be
relral;ilitated to maintain a valuable housing
resource.

Tlre drstrict's proximity to two maior
dcvelopment areas (the new PG E complex and the
Morrisorr Bridgeheacll will cause special
develol;rnent pressures to bear in this district.
Pressures to replace historic structures with
lrigh.rise developmerrt will be nrinimized by the
developnrent regulatiorrs. First, heights of new
buildings will be limited to those of the older
b u ild in gs. Simultaneously, new large-scale
construction in the bridgehead district will cause
rents to rise here. This will increase the rent
potential of historic structures, so that higher
rehabrlitatiorr costs can be supported.

YAMHILL MARKETS
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All orher burldroqr w,rh,n rhe propo5cd
hrslo.rc drstricl are nor compatrLrle wrrh
d'!lrrcr characre..

Sou.ce: "Propos€d Hritor,c Drsr.rcts," All€n M(Marh.Hawkrns
Archirect., Seprember 5, 1974
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"Eoch new enruironmerit mokes
the old one visible: The psychic
becomes explicit only ofter i1

becomes obsolete The present
environment is never seen We
respect its lows wrthout berng
conscious of thern W'e ore
conscious only of the obsolete &
we volue it becouse rt oppeors
monogeable, subject to
conscious control This mokes il
splendidly ottroctive

The history of Europeon cd is o
succession of schools & slyles
replocing one onother os new
technologies creoted new woys
of perceiving & being, ond new
woys of perceiving & be ng
creoted new technologies.
Percepfuol modes become
visible os soon os they become
obsolete They seved os the
content of eoch new
envrronment.

I doubt if the some principle
operotes neorly so cleorly in
tribol societies Such societies ore
highly stoble, ot leost in
comporison to \,Vestern ones,
ond omong them the dichotomy
between the invisrole present &
the visible post seems for less
cleor
'The true mystery of tl.e world rs tlre
visible, not the invrsiblel Wilde"

Edmund Ocrpenter
They Become Whot They Beheld

*'J{ .."( lr



ldeolly, on historicol londmork in Portlond is o
building orsite thol everyone wonls. Sentimenlolity
ploys o port. So does nostolgio. Bul so does
tough judgmenl bosed on firm evoluolion of
significonce-orchitecturol, hisloricol, ond
cultulol. To quolify os o londmork. the building
must be endowed with o speciol volue to the
community os well os hove o contemporory
funclion. Thot volue moy be on occidenl of
history, elegonce of style, unusuolness in
slruclure, moleriols or workmonship. olhoctiveness
of setting or nostolgio.

Londmork designotion in Portlond originoily wos
bosed on lhe colleclive Judgment of the Portlond
Historicol Lqndmorks Commission ond City
Council without the use of specific criterio. When
'lhe londmorks progrqm begon in {968, the
Commission evoluoled severol "criterion" but
decided ogoinst odoplion of ony specific crileflo
unlil il hod worked ils woy through specific
londmork designotions At thot time, virtuolly oll
lhe buildings on lhe iniliol inventory submitted for
londmork deslgnolion were in effect "londmorks"
by community consensus. However, odoption of
formol criterio is imminenl, since bu ldings now
being proposed ore oflen of lesser quolily or
less well known thon the eorlier designolions.

The proposed crilerio is generolly bosed on lhot
developed by lhe Notionol Trust for Hisloric
Preservotion. Mony cities hove olreody odopled
lhol crilerio in modified form. To be considered
o londmork, o s'lructure or site should hove
outstonding hisloricol ond cullurol significonce
to the notion or 1o the stote, region or communily
in which il exisis. Such significonce is found in:

. structures or siles thot exemplify the brood
cullurol, politicol. economic or sociol hislory of
the notion, stote or community;

. struclures or siles identilied wilh hisloric
personoges. or wilh importonl evenls in nolionol,
stote or locol history;

. structures or siles thol embody the dislinctive
chorocteristics of on orchilecturol period or
type, or conslruction melhod. ond thot reloin
substontiol originol workmonship;

. struclures or sites hoving high oestheiic volues;

. slruclures or siles designed by o notoble
orchilect or designer.
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W BURNSIDE

s.1a, S.W. ANKENY

Whrddr-n & Lewrs

2. Poppleton 8ldg.
83 S.W lsl
c. 1873

3. New Morket Annex
58 S.W 2nd
,r889

4. Nsw Morkel Theoke
50 S.W 2nd
18t 2
W W Piper

5. Eickel Building
213 S.W Ash &
208 S.W Ankeny
1892

6. Hoseltine Bldg.
133 S.w 2nd
1893

7. Chown Electrlc Co.
112 S.W 2nd
,r88e

8. Spoghetli Foctory
,t26 s.w 2nd
,t886

9. Smiths' Block
,l0SWAsh&,lfl.- 
'1'17 S.W Front
1872

'10. 233 S.W. Front
233 SW Fronl
1883-4

'll. 7l S-w. Ook
7,1 S.W Ook
c. 1859

12. 224 S.W. tsi
224 S.Vl 1sl
1889

'13. Oregon MorirE Suppv
235 S.W 'lst
,r886

VV H. V/illioms

14. Bishop's House
219 & 233 S.W Stork
1879

15. Sherlock Building
309 S.W 3rd
189A

16. Concord Building
208 S \r'1 Slork
.t891

Vvhidden & Lewis

17. Pocilic Slolionery
4,15 S Y/ 2nd
1886 (No.1/2)
18SA l:,o 1l2l

'l8.Ihe Lelond
421-2') 5W.znd
1886

t9. Dekum Bldg.
519 S.W 3rd
1892
Mccow & Morlin

Whrdden & Lews

2'1. Will, e Elock
722 r'U 2nd
,1880

22. Skowbridge Building
'101 S.W Yomhill
1818
G, F Wells, Conlroctor

23. 728 S.W. ,rs'

728 S W 1st
,i878

24. 730 S.W 1st
730 S.W 1st

1870

25. 7'l-73 S.W. Yomhill
71-73 S.W Yonrhitl
1818
W S. Hom. Conlroctor

26. Norlhrup-Elossum-Filch
Brdg.
737 SW Front
1858

27. FVnn Otlice Supply
814 S W lst
c. 1875

28. 6tE S.W. ,tst

8'18 S.!V {sl
c. 1875

29. Horker Bldg.
824 S.W 1sl
187I
G. F Wells, Cor,koctor

30. Mikodo Block
837 S.W 4st
4880

31. 124 S.UI Yomhill
424 S.W Yomhrll
1885

32. Visito6'ln ormotion Cenlel
'102'1 S.Vl Froni
49Aq
John Yeon. D6;rgner
Wick & Hilge15

33. Audllolium Bldg,
(New lloven Hol€l)
920-24'26-28',W 3td
1895
E Monson Whrl.j

34. Plozo Blocks &
Elk Founloin
S.W 3rd & 4tn. ',.W Solmon
& Modison
1900 (founloir l
H. G. Wighi, Ar.hrlecl
(fountoin)
Rolond E. Pe(/. :culptbr
[iountoin]
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34

(ll The commission sholl review oll informolion
which il hosond sholl hold heorings os prescribed
in this chopler ond lronsmil lhe resulls lhereof to
ihe city otticiols os provided in lhis chopler
(g) The commission sholl hqve oulhorily to
coordinore hisloricol preservolion progroms of
the city, counv slote ond federol governmenls
os lhey relole to property wilhin lhe city.
(h) The commissiof moy recommend to the city
council or 10 the legislolure ol lhe stole ony
chonges of low which it finds oppropriote or
needed.
(i) The cornmlssion sholl compile ond mointoin
o cunent lisl of oll hisloricol buildings ond siles
whlch hove been so designoted pursuonl 10 this
chopler wilh o brief descriplion oF the building
or site ond lhe speciol reosons for lls inclusion on
lhe list.
(i) The comrnission sholl hove outhorily to toke
such sleps os il finds oppropriole or necessory
to moke ovqilobl€ lo the public informotion
concerning als octivities ond lhe vorious historicol
bu ld ngs ond sites so designoled pursuont lo
this chopter.
(kl The commission sholl perform such olher
duties reloling lo hisloric londmorks ond
hlsloricol buildings ond siles os the city council
or the moyor mov request.
33.'120.50 Designotion o, historicol building or
sile. (o) Upon receipl of o requesl lo designote
o porllculor building or sit€ os o hisloricol
building or site. or upon direction by lhe city
councrl on ils own motion. the cily oudiior shol
odvrse lhe owner ol such building or srle. the
Porllond Historicol Londmo s Commlssion, the
Porllond Plonning Commissron, ond the bureou
of buildings of the ci1v, ond sholl fix o dole ond
time for o public heonng betore lhe city council
thereon. The oudilor sholl nolily obuiting owners
ond sholl tronsmit o copy of the request lo the
Portlond Hisloricol Londmo*s Commiss on unless
such requesl hos come from lhe commission.
The Portlond Hisioricol Londmorks Commission
sholl review oll proposols fot designollon os
historicol bullding or sile, unless lhe n liol request
hos been mode by lhe commission. ond sholl
submit its recommendolion lo the ciiy council
prior lo the public heoring.
(b) Ai such heqring the owner ol the prop€rty
involved. lhe owners of oll obutting properly. o
representolive of lhe Porllond Historicol
Londmorks Commission. o representotive trom
the Porllond Plonning Commissron ond from lhe

bureou of buildings of lhe city sholl be entitled lo
be heord. ond the council moy heor oll other
inlerested podies.
lcl ll lhe city council determines thol o building
proposed to be designoled os o historicol
building hos orchileclurol significonce or is of
historicol importonce bosed upon posl or
present use, lhe council rnoy designole such
building os o historicoi building, lf the council
finds Thol o porlculor site hod o prior use
involving lhe estoblishment, groMh or porlicu or
incidents reloling to lhe hislory of lhe city. the
council moy designole the some os o historicol
site

ld) ll ony hisloricol bullding hos been demolished
or destroyed, the city council on ils own moiion
or upon recommendolion of the Porllond
Histoncol Londmorks Commission, moy remove
the h storicol building designolion therefrom. If

the designotion is proposed to be removed from
ony hisloricol build ng or site for onyather reoson
lhon sel forlh rn lhe preceding senlence. lhen
similor notices, recommendotions ond heo ngs
sholl be held os upon lhe designolion of o
bu ld ng or site os historicol in the lirst inslonce.
33.'120.060 Exlerior remodeling or n€w
structure. (o) Whenever the Portlond H sloricol
Lo.rdmorxs Commiss,on recerves from ony person
or from the bureou of buildings on opplicolion
for permil from the bureou of buildings fof
exlerior remodeling ol ony designoled historicol
buald,ng. or receives on opplicotion for
construcl on oF o new slructure on o designoie.-J
hislor:col site. the commrssion sholl nolify the
opp iconl of lhe dote. tirne ond ploce of o
heoring lhereon. Ihe heoing sholl be held wilhin
lhirly doys ofler the filing of lhe opplicotion with
lhe bureou of buildii gs, or wilhin thirty dovs oiter
filirg of -Fe opplicot on w.ln lne commiss.on
prior to filing with the bureou of buildings, cnd rn

ihot event, lhe commission sholl honsmit lo lhe
bureou of buildings o copy of such opplicotior,.
Al opplicotions sholl be occomponied by ploris
ond specificofions. ond the commrssion mov
require odd tionol sketches of lhe proposed
rerrodeling. The some procedure sholl opply l.l
on opplicolion fo construct o new building on o
designoted historicol sife. This procedure sholl
nol opply lo o permil lo restore the exlerior of o
designoted historicol building lo ils prior conditr/n
follo,,/rng domoge to lhe exlerior.
(b) trtihe commission heoring. lhe oppliconl
shol be entitled to be heord ond o represenlol /.,

or lhe bureou of buildings ond the plonning
commission. The commission moy olso heor ony
other i.lteresled porty. lf lhe co'nriss:on
determines lhol lhe proposed remodeling or new
slructure will notadversely oftect ihe chorocler
of lhe building orsite. ond is in ihe public inlerest,
or f nds'fhot the proposed exlerior remodel ng or
new stmclure will enhonce lhe hisloicol volue ot
lhe aruilding or site, then the commission sholl
opprove lhe issuonce of c permif lherefor by the
bureou of buildings, ond upon complionce with
'the buildrng regulolions ond other regulollons
of the cily, such permit moy be issued. lf lhe
commisrion finds such oclion oppropriole. it
moy opprove lhe opplicolion for permil forexferlor
remodeling or for o new sirucfure on on historicol
site. .rpor cond;lions whicl^ lFe comm,ss on
imposes. to promole ond preserve lhe hisloricol
or orchitecturol integriv of the building or site.
Upon condiiionol opproiol. the building permil
moy be isSued in occordonce with such
condilion. However, if tound necessory ond
oppropriote, the commisslon moy relect the
opplicofion. ln such event lhe building permil
sholl not be ssued thereofter unless the ocllon
of the commission is reversed on oppeol os sel
folrh belovr
lc) It lhe commission hos imposed conditions on
itsopprovolof on Opplicolion or hos disopproved
on opplicotion os set lodh in lhe preceding
subsection, lhe opplicont. the owner or occuponl
of lhe building or sile involved moy oppeol from
the decision of the commission lo lhe ciiy
council, by filing wilh the commission ond filing
o copy wllh lhe bureou of buildings ol notrce of
oppeol to the city council rf such nolice is filed
wllhin ten doys ofter sr.lch decision of the
commission. The notice of oppeol sholl
,mmediolely be lronsmiited to the cily ouditor
who sholl fix o dote orrd iime for heodng on the
oppeol before the cit,/ council. At ihe council
heoring on lhe opp€.J|. oll interesled porlies moy
be heord. The councii moy rejecl the oppeol
ond otlrrm lhe decrsien ol lhe commisson. moy
mod.ly the oecisron c' the co-lm ssion or noy
gronl lhe oppeol on.J drrect o building permil to
be issued. if the opplicolion for permit olheMise
complies wilh lhe corJes ond ordinonces of ihe
city,
(d) lt the historicol building or sile invol,,ed in lhe
permil opplicoiion or provided in this seclion is

locoted within o D De',rgn Zone, lhe Ponlond
Hisloricol Londmorks Commission ond the design



iiE
 iiiiiii iE

iI iilE
gigE

 giii iiiiE
iii iiiE

iE
gi 

E
 iig

iiiE
iii iiiiiE

iE
 iiiE

iiE
E

igfuE
iE

iIiE
E

iE
iiiE

giiiiiE
iiI

E
E

iE
E

E
E

E
iE

 E
iiE

iE
iiE

E
i iE

iiE
E

igE
iE

 IE
iE

E
giE

iE
E

E
gi E

gigE
E

i


