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The Yamhill Historic District’s  distinguishing
characteristics are its fruit and vegetable markets
and  the architectural  unity  of its  historic
buildings. Eleven of the 22 buildings in the
cistrict are designated landmarks, and only two
are not compatible with its character. The
Northrop & Blossom-Fitch  Building (now

- Frankenstein’s Restaurant), built in 1858, is the
city's aldest structure that retains its original
architectural character. All of the 16 other
designated and potential tandmarks are in the
Italianate style, and many have cast-iron fronts.
Most were built between 1875 and 1885, resulting
in a remarkable architectural unity. Eight of the
11 designated landmarks have been partially or
completely restored, all by private investment.
Since 1960 only one structure of landmark
quality has been iost.

The plan concept is to preserve the markets and
desiynate a portion of the area as an_historic
district. Rehabilitated historic  buildings and
compatible infill development of shops, offices
and housing should preserve the district’s
character without creating a purified, arts and

crafts atmosphere. Secondhand stores should
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PROPOSED YAMHILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
EXHIBMT A,

remain as long as rents permit, but design review
should make parnographic businesses visually less
abtrusive.

The markets, which provide a service to all of
Downtown, and particularly the 227 residential
units in the area, should be preserved even if
public intervention i1s needed to subsidize rents
and tnprovements. In additicn, the residential
hotels which the markets serve should be
rehabilitated to maintain a valuable housing
resource.

The district’'s proximity to two major
development areas (the new PGE complex and the
Marrison Bridgehead) will cause special
development pressures to bear in this district,
Pressures to replace historic structures with
high-rise development will be minimized by the
development regulations. First, heights of new
buildings will be limited to those of the older
buildings. Simulianeously, new large-scale
canstruction in the bridgehead district will cause
rents to nise here. This will increase the rent
potential of historic structures, so that higher
rehabilitation costs can be supported.
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How DoWe Know [t ls Us
Without Our Past™

Portland Hisforical Landmarks Commission
E}’gglfnd, Oregon



"Fach new environment maokes

the old one visible: The psychic
oecomes explicit only affer it
ecomes obsolete. The present
environment is never seen. We
respect ifs laws without beng
conscious of them. We are
conscious only of the olbsolete &
we value It because it aopedars
mMmanageable, subject fo
conscious control. This makes it
splendidly atffractive,

The histony of Europedn artis G
succession of schools & slyles
replacing cne another as new
fechnologies crected new ways
of perceiving & being, and new
waQlys of perceiving & being
crealed new fechnologies.
Perceptucl modes became
Visible as soon as they became
obsolete They served as the
content of each new
cnvironment.

| doubt if the same principle
operates nearly so clearly In
tribal societies. Such societies are
highly stable, atf least in
comparson fo Western ones,
and among them e dichotomy
between the invisiole present &
the visible past seems far less
clear

The true mystery of the world is the

visible, not the invisible” Wilde”

Fdmund Cargenter
They Became What They Beheld




Ideally, an historical tandmark in Portland is a
building crsite that everyone wanls. Senfimentality
plays a part. So dees nostalgia. Bul so does
tough judgment based on firm evaluation of
significance —architectural, historical, and
cultural. To quaiify as a landmark, the building
must be endowed with a special value o the
community as well as have a contemporary
function. That value may be an accident of
history, elegance of style, unusualness in
structure, malerials or workmanship, alfractiveness
of setting or nostaigia.

/

Landmark designation in Portland originally was 2
based on the collective judgment of the Portland
Historical Landmarks Commission and City
Council without the use of specific criteria. When
the landmarks program began in 1968, the
Commission evaluated several “criterion” but
decided against adoplion of any specific crileria
until it had worked its way through spectfic
landmark designations. At that time, virtuclly all
the buildings on the initial inventory submitted for
landmark designation were in effect “landmarks”
by community consensus. However, adoption of
formal criteria is imminent, since oulldings now
being proposed are often of lesser quality or

less well known than the earlier designalions.

The propased criteria is generally based on that
developed by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. Many cities have already adopted
that criteria in medified form. To be considered
a landmark, a structure or site should have
outstanding histerical and cultural significance
to the nation or to the state, region or community
in which it exists. Such significance is found in:

» structures or sites that exemplify the broad
culturgl, political, economic or social history of
the nation, state or community;

= structures or sites identified with historic
personages, or with important events in national,
state or local history;

« structures or sites that embody the distinctive
characfteristics of an architectural period or
type. or consiruction method. and that retain
substantial original workmanship;

« sfructures or sites having high aesthetic values;

o structures or siles designed by a notable

architect or designer.
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W. BURNSIDE

S.W. ANKENY

S.
.M{ASH

)

wWhidden & Lewis

2. Poppleton Bidg.
B3 SW st
c. 1873

. New Market Annex
58 SW 2nd
188

4. New Market Theatre
50 SW 2nd
1872
W W Piper

5. Bickel Building
213 5 Ash &
208 SW Ankeny
1892

6. Haseltine Bidg.
132 3W 2nd
1863

7. Chown Electric Co.
M2 SW. 2nd
1889

8. Spaghetti Factory
126 SW. 2nd
1886

9. Smiths' Block
MDSW Ash & 1M,

T M7 SW Front
1872

10. 233 S.W, Front
233 SW Front
1883-4 .

. 745.W. Oak
715W Oak
C. 1859

12. 224 SW. 1st
224 5W 15t
1882

w

1

—

13. Oregon Marine Supply

235 SW. 1st
18856
W H. Williams

44, Bishop's House
219 & 233 S.W Stark
1879

15. Sherlock Building
309 SW 3rd
1894

16. Concord Building
208 5. Stark
1891
Whidden & Lewis

7. Pacific Stationery
M5 SW 2nd
1886 (N0 1/2)
1894 (Zo. 1/2)

18. The Leland
421-2% SW. 2nd
1886

19. Dekum Bidg.
519 5W 3rd
1892
McCaw & Martin

whidgen % Lews

21, Will: @ Block
722 N 2nd
1880
. 22. strowbridge Building
101 S W Yamhill
1878

G. F Wells, Contractor

23. 728 S.W. 1st
728 SW. st
1878

24, 730 S.W. 1st
730 SW st
1878

25. 71-73 S.W. Yamhill
71-73 SW Yarmhill
1878
W S. Ham. Contractor

26. Northrup-Blossum-Fitch
Bldg.
737 SW Front
1858

27. Flynn Office Supply
814 SW st
c 1875

23. 818 S.W. 1st
818 SW. 1st
c. 1875

29. Harker Bldg.
824 S.W. 1st
1878
G. F Welts, Conlractor

30. Mikado Block
837 SW. 15t
1880

. 124 5.W. Yamhill
124 S\W Yamhil|
1885

32. Visitors' Infformation Center
4021 SW. Front
1949
John Yeon, Deugner
Wick & Hilgers

33. Auditorium Bidg.
{New Haven Holel)
@20-24-26-28 . W 3rd
1895
FE Manson White:

34, Plaza Blocks &
Elk Fountain
SW 3rd & 4dth, 7, W Salmon
& Madiscn
1200 (fountain)
H. G Wright, Architect
(fountain)
Roland E. Perry, Sculptor
(fountain)
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State Preservation Officer, David Talbol, State
Farks “uperintendent, Highway Building, Salem.
Gregon, 28310

Admuristers the Nationa! Register of Histone
Place: far Oregon

Local

American Institule of Architects, Porllond
Chepter Inc., 519 SW 3rd, Porland, Oregon,
(502; 223-8757

Commitlee on Hisloric Resources —researches
bulldings, promaotes preservation

Auld Lang Syne Society
Flaces markers on significant historic sites

National Society, Colonial Dames ot America,
Resident in Oregon, ¢/0 Mrs. Evelyn Beebe
Shirk, 1926 SW Ciiffon, Portland, Oregon, 97201,
(802) 223-7909 N

Compiles historical data and funds worlhy
histencal projects

~

Daughlers of the American Revoluticn,
Oregon Saciely, c/o Mrs. C. M. Sather

Operates historical property, publishes materials

Portland Friends of Cast-lron Architecture,
1030 SW Second., Poriland, Oregon, 97204
503) 228-5154

Purchases cast-iron, promotes preservation,
publishes a newsletter

Portland Historical Landmarks Commission
424 SW Mgin, Poriand, Oregon, 97204, (503)
248-4468

Sons and Daughlers of Oregon Pioneers,
c o Mrs. Frances C. Caskey, Secretary, 1500 SW
Spring. Portland, Oregon, 7201, (503) 222-5014

LANDMARKS
ORDINANCE

PLANNING AND ZONING CODE
Chapter 33.120

HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES

33.120.010 Special purpose. Buildings and siles
in the city. having special historic associations

or signficance cr of special architectural merit
or significance, should be preserved as a part of
the hentage of the citizens of the city, and for the
education, enjoyment and pride of ihe citizens,
as well as the beautification of the city and
enhancement of the values of such property. To
that end, regulatory controls and administrative
procedures are Necessary.

33.120.020 Partland Historical Landmarks
Commisslon. There hereby is created a Porlland
Historical Landmarks Commission. This
commission shall consist of seven members,
each enfilled to one vole as lollows' cne
member from the Poriand Planning Commission;
ane member rom the Portland At Commission;
one member from the curatornal siaff of the
Oregon Historical Society; one member from the
Portiand Beautification Associalion: one member
frorm the Poland Cahpter of the American
Institute of Architecls, one member from the
cilizens at large: and the mayor or his designee
ex officio. All members of the commission shall
serve without compensation, and other ihan the
mayor ex officio shall be appointed by the mayor
or designated by him All members shall serve
for a term of four years except the firsl
appoiniments which shall be for the following
lerms: two members shall be appointed inially
far two year temns, two memboers shall be
appsinted initially for thiee year terms, and two
members shall be appointed initiclly for four year
terms Any vacancy occuring in a posifion for
any reason other than 1ha expiration of the term,
shall be filed by appointment by the mayor for
the remainder of the term.

33.120.030 Officers, meelings, rules and
procedure. (@) Within hitty days from September
29,1968, the mayor shall make such appointments
as are called for in this chapter and shall notify
each oppaintee of Ihe first regular meeting fo be
held within at least sixty days from September 29,
1968. The mayor shall designate one member of
the commission 1o be lemporary chairman, and
the temporary chairman shall preside over the
first mesating and serve unhl permanent officers

have been elecled by majcrity vote of the entire
membership of the comrission. and the officers
so elected shall serve until the date of the first
annual meeting, cr uniil Ineir successors ore
regularly elected and lake office. The officers of
the Portland Histoncal Landmarks Commission
shall consist of a chaimen, vice chaiman and
secrelany.

{b] The annual meefing cf the Portland Historical
Landmarks Commission shall be held each year
during the month of January. In addition, the
commission shall meel at leqas! once every two
months, and upon the call of the charrman. The
reguiar fime, place and manner of notice for
meetings shalt be fixed by rules of the commission.
(¢} The commission shall establish and adopt its
own rules of procedure. The commission shall 32
submit an annual report 1o the mayor covernng -
its activity for the calendar year on or befare the
following Fetoruary st

(d) Any clerical and stoff assistance necessary
shall be provided by the plenning direclorand
his staff

33.120.40 Function and duties. (@) The Portiand
Historical Landmarks Cormmissicn shall serve in an
advisory capacity and make recommendcations
concerning historical buildings and sites to the
city council. the Portland Planning Commission,
the Porland Developrent Commission, and
olher public or private agencies on matters
relating to the preservalion of such buildings

and siles.

(b) The commission may adopt such rules and
regulations as it finds necassary or cppropriate o
carry out the intent of this chapter.

(c) The commiission shall receive requests by any
citizen, by owners of bulldings or sites or may on
its own molion make recommendation
concerming the designalion of particular
buildings and sites as hisloricol buildings or
historical sites.

[d) The commission shall recommend remaoval
from any list of designaled historical buildings
and sites such property as it finds no longer
worlhy of such dasignation.

(e) The commission shall have authority 10
inspect and investigaie any building or site in
the: city which it s requesied to recommend
dasignation as or which it has reason lo believe
is an architecturat or hislorical landmark
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f) The commissicon shall review all information
whichit has and shall hold hearings as prescribed
in this chapler and transmit the results thereof to
Ihe city officials as provided in ihis chapler.

{g) The commission shall have authorty fo
coordinate historical preservation programs of
the cily, county, state and federal goveinments
as they relate to propery within the city

{h) The commission may recommend to tha city
council or to the lagiskalure of the state any
changes of law which it finds appropriate or
neaded

(i) The cormmission shall compile and maintain
a cument lisi of all historical buildings and sites
which hawve been so designated pursuant 1o this
chapter with a brief description of the building
or site and the spectal reasons for its inclusion on
the list.

(i) The cemmission shall have authority to take
such steps as it finds approprale or necessary
to make available 1o the public information
concerning its activities and the vorious historical
buildings and sites so designaled pursuant to
this chapfter.

(k) The commissicn shall perform such other
duties relating to historic landmarks and
historical buildings and sites as the city council
or the maycr may request.

33.120.30 Designation of historical building or
site. (a) Upon receipt of a request to designate
a porticular building or site as a hislorical
building or site, of upon direclion by the city
counctl on its own motion, the city audifor shall
adwvise the owner of such building or site, the
Portiand Histcrical Landmarks Commission, the
Portland Planning Commission, and the bureau
of buildings of the city, and shall fix o dole and
fime for a public heanng before the city council
thereon. The auditor shall notify aputing owners
and shall fransmit a copy of the recuest to the
Porland Historical Landmarks Commission unless
such request has come from the commission.
The Portland Historical Landmarks Commission
shall review all proposals for designation as
historical building or site. unless the initial request
has been made by the commission, and shall
submit its recommendation tc the city coundcil
pror 1o the public hearing.

{b} At such hearing the owner of the property
invcived. the owners of all abutting property. a
representative of the Porfland Historical
Landmarks Commission, 4 representative from
the Pordland Planning Commission and from the

bureau of buildings of the city shall be entifled to
be heard, and the council may hear all other
inlerested paries.

{c) If the city council determines that a building
proposed to be designated as a historical
building has architectural significance or is of
historical importance based upon past or
present use, the council may designate such
building as a historical building: If the coungil
finds that a paricutar site had a prior use
involving the establishment, growth or particular
incidents relating to ihe history of the city, the
council may designale the scrme as & historical
sife

fd) If any historical building has been demolished
or destroyed. the city council on its own motion
or upon recommendation of the Parfland
Histoncal Landmarks Commissian, may remove
the histarical building designation therefrom:. If
the designation is proposed to be removed from
any historicol building or site for any other reason
than set forth in ihe preceding sentence, then
similar notices, recornmendations and hearings
shall be held as upon the designation of a
building or site as historical in the first instance
33.120.060 Exterior remodeling or new
structure. (a) Whenever the Portland Historical
Landrmarks Commission receives from any person
or rom the bureau of buildings an application
tor pemnit from the bureau of buildings for
exterior remodeling of any designated historical
building, or receives an application for
construction of a new structure on a designated
histor.cal site, the commussion shall nofify the
applicant of the date, time and place of a
hearing thereon. The hearing shall be held within
thirty days after the filing of the application with
ihe bureau of buildings, or within thirty days affer
filing of the application with the commission
prior fo filing with the bureau of buildings. and In
that event, the commission shall transmit to the
bureau of buildings a copy of such application
All applications shall be accempanied by plaris
and specifications. and the commission may
require additional sketches of the proposed
remcdeling. The same procedure shalt apply 1o
an application to construct a new building on o
designated historical site. This procedure shall
nof apply o & permit to restore the exteror of o
designated historical building to its prior condition
follc #ing damage to the exteriar.

(b) ~tthe commission hearing, the applicant
shall be entitled to be heard and a reprasentali/«

of the bureau of buildings and the planning
commission. The commission may also hear any
otherinterested party. If the commission
delermines that the proposed remodeling or new
structure will not adversely affect the character

of the building or site, and is in the public interesl,
or finds that the proposed exterior remodeling or
new stnucture will enhance the hislonical value of
the building or site, then the commission shall
approve the issuance of a pemit therefor by the
bureau of buildings. and upon compliance with
the buiiding regutations and other regulations

of the city, such parmit may be issued . If the
commission finds such action oppropricte, it

may approve the application for permit for exterior
remodeling or for a new stucture on an historical
site, upon conditions which the commission
imposes, to promole and preserve the historical
or architectural integrity of the building or site.
Upon conditional approval, the building permit
may be issued in accordance with such
condition. Howevey, if found necassary and
approptiate, the commission may reject the
application. In such event the building permit
shall not e 1ssued thereafter unless the action
of the commission is revarsed on appeal as set
forth below.

(¢) If the commission has imposed conditions on
its approvalof an application or has disapproved
an application as sel forth in the preceding
subsection, Ihe applicant, the owner or occupant
of the building or site involved may appeal from
the decision of the commission to the city
council, by filing with the commission ond filing
a copy with Ihe bureau of buildings of nohce of
appeal to the cily counci! f such notica is filed
within ten days ofter such decision of the
cormmission, The notice of appeal shall
mmediately be transmitted to the city auditor
who shall fix a date and time for hearing on the
appeal before the city councit. At the council
hearing on the apped, all interesled parties may
be heard. The council may reject the appeal
and affirm the decisiun of the commission. may
maodify the decision of the commission or maQy
grant the appeal and drect a building permit to
be issued, if the application for permit otherwise
complies with the corles and ordinances of the
cify.

(d) If the historical building or site invalved in the
permil application as provided in this section is
located within @ © Deugn Zone, the Ponland
Historical Landmarks Cormmmission and the design



committee of the planning comrnission shall
mee! jointly 1o consider the acplication at the
commission heagting, For the heunng, the
membership of the Poftland Histoncal Landrarks
Commission shall be deemed eniarged by the
addition of the design commiftee

33.420.70 Demolition permils—Building
condemnation. (a) If an applicaton 1s received
from the bureau of buildings or is inificily made
i the Porfiand Historical Lanamarks Commission
for a permit for demalifion of ary hislorical
building or the demolition of a structure on a
designated historical site, the cammission shall
wilhin thirty days afier the application is inifially
filed, nold ¢ hearng on the issuance of such
permit. The applicant for permit, ihe owner of the
property and any cccupant of the property shall
be enfitled to be heard. The ccmmission may
hear all other interested parties. The commission
shall consider the state of repair of the buitding,
the reasonableness of the cost of restoration or
repair. taking into account the purpose of
preserving the designated histoncal buildings
and sites, the character of the neighborhoed
and all cther factors which it finds appropriate
The commission may approve the issuance of
the permit, in which even! Ihe bureau of buldings
may issue the pemit in compliance with all
codes and ordinances of the city The cornmission
may reject the apphcation for permit if it
determines that in the interest of presenving
hislorical values the structure should not be
demolished, and in that event issuance of the
permit shall be suspended for a period fixed by
Ihe commission, but not exceeding one hundred
twenty days from the date of application. Within
the suspension period. the commission may
request an extension of 1he suspension perod
by the city council. If the city council determines
thal there is o program or project under way
which could result in public ¢r privale acquisition
of the historical building or sile and he
preservation or restaration of such building or
sile, and that there is reasonable ground o
believe that the program or project may be
successful, then the council, in its discretion,

may extend the suspension period for an
additional pefiod nol exceeding one hundred
eighty days, fo a total of not more than Ihiee
hurdred days from the date of application for
demolifion permit. Curing the perod of suspension
of permit application, no permi shall ba issued
for such demglition nor shall any person demclish

the building or structure, unless the council has
granted an appeal and drecled the issuance.
If the program or project is unsuccessful and the
applicant has not withdrawn his application for
demclition pemit. the bureau of buiidings shall
issue the permit, if the application otherwise
comglies with the codes and ordinances ¢f

the city,

(b) Action by the commission suspending
issuar:ca of pemit for demolition may be
oppedled by the applicant for permit, the owner
or the occupant, by filing a nolce of appeal in
the same manner as provided in this chapter for
appeals from disapprovatl of remncdeling permit
If the oppeal is made, the procedure thereafter
shall be the same as set forh in Section
33120060,

(¢) Before faking any action to condermn o
building or structure designated as a historical
building or site the Porlland Historical Landmarks
Commission shall review the reporl of the bureau
of buildings and any other cily bureau relating
to the condition of the building and premises
and the extent of ifs danger, deterioration or
decay The commission shall report on its review
and make its recommendation concerning city
action fo the commissioner in charge for
fransmission to the city council if official action
of condemnation is instituted.

33.120.080 Record of demolished historical
buildings—Artifacts. (a) f o designated historical
building is to be demclished, insofar as
practicable and as funds are gvailable, the
Portland Historical Landmarks Commission shall
keep a picionial and graphic history of the
historical building or hislorical site with additional
data as it may obtain.

b) To the extent funds are availabile or the
commission may oblain gonations thereof, the
Porlond Historical Landmark Commission shall
obtain arifacts from the building or site which it
deems worlhy of preservation such as carvings,
cast iron work, or other maternicis it deems of
artistic or historical importance.

33.120.090 Signs—Plaques. (a) Either before or
after subrnission o the plonning commission or a
committee thereof, or 1o any other board or
commission of the city, and before issuance of a
permit therefor, an application to replace or
erect asign on 2 designated historical building.
on the propery on which the designated
historical bulding is located or on a designaled
historical site, and before issuance of a permit

therefor, the application for the permit shall be
reviewed by the Portland Historical Landmarks
Commission The commission shall hold a
hearing on the sign acphcalion, at which heonng
the applicani, the cwner and the occupant of
the premises shall be erttled lo be heard. If the
commission finds that the proposed sign will not
unreasonably detract ltom the architectural and
historical significance of the premises, faking
into account the size, location, constuction and
any lighting of any such sign, then ihe commission
shall approve the issuance of a permit therefor.
Otherwise, the commission may impose special
conditions on the size, location. construction or
other characterishes of the proposed sign. or
may reject the same The hearing shall be held
within thifty days after the submission of the
application to the Portland Historical Landmarks
Commission. The applicant, owner or occupant
shall have the same right of appeal and under
the same procedural conditions as set forh in
this chapter for appeals from actions of the
commission relaling 1o building permifs for
extericr remodeling of a designated historical
building. The council may sustain, modify or
overrule the action of Ihe commissian.

(b) The owner of a designated histancal building
or sile ¢or the occupont thereof with the consent
of the owner may. at his own expense, install an
idenlfication plaque indicating the name. date,
architect or ofner appropnate information upon
the progerty, provided that the size, material,
design, location and text of such plaque is first
approved by the Porland Historical Landmarks
Commission.

33.120.100 Redevelopment ond neighborhood
improvement projects. in any redevelopment
project or neighborhood improvernent project
administered or supervised by ¢ department of
the city or submitted 1o the city for its review and
recommendations, proposed action relating to
a designaled hislorical building or site shall be
submitied 10 the Portland Histoncal Landmarks
Commissionfartheir review andrecommeandation.
A report theregon by the commission shall be
filed with the city council and a copy shall be
sent to the appropriate city department,
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