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Sheriif Bard Purcell
Roor 740
County Courthouse
Portland, OR 97204
Dear Sheriff Purcell,
The following fullntxrae memsers of the sadl of tie Willaretic I idge newspaper would
like to request press passes from your clep'% rtment: v
! hn@cnn & @ ;/
n) ‘?.,’2 ;’w))‘“ ohn G, W '»;Ehmsou/ X*I\G\\W ‘LR
nes Nichael O'Erien . — .
Rancy O'Brien o
~Jon Tloscow : .
Anthony Mikeak &
“Toni 33“1‘11
Mare G, 1
q KC.} Allison
Ron Ashiord
Daviq Saapiro .
“Maurice Jsserman i
"Robert © Snindel -
Leorard Ackley
Thank you for.yoar cooperation, :
Sincercl

/
Anthony Miksak, for the staff

iy raen J— -




‘THE VANGUARD

October 18, 1968

Underground
C by .Hmr-l;n.llu 2

It is late Thursday and the
Willamette Bridge, Portland’s
underground newspaper, comes
together slowly.

Throughout the past two
weeks stories have been as-
signed to, and written by, vol-
unteer reporters. Now the ma-
terial is reprinted on an IBM
typewriter and placed on one
of twelve pages being com-
posed on the floor (right) by

s and Nanc; eld-
o

y artist, W Cats
climb over opy.

John Denni left) supplies
the Tﬂ'oﬁnp& "His camera
equipment was a gift from a
Canada-bound friend.

The Bridge’s editor and pub-
lisher, Michael Wells_ (above
left) . owi “expand
enterprise. The paper’s staff
and paper has grown. And this
is the 10th issue. Since the life
of many underground papers
is brief the Underground Press

‘AP “does. not acknowledge a
publication til it’s 10th edition
is printed. Underground Port-
land comes of age.
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| UUnderground Press Needs Dedication
From Staff, Readers, Editor Says

Publishing an  underground|future plans are uncertain.

" newspaper in Portland re-
' quires .dedicated volunteers
" and a.staff not strongly inter-
“ ested in money.

A California native who
|came to Portland in 1966 and
started a craft store, Wells
launched the Willamette

This, plus the . conviction Bridge in 1968 on a borrowed
that the existing media were $200.

not serving the needs of yourg

1t was one of more than 200

activists seeking “to bring the|“underground” new s papers
country up to the Kemnedyluyich sprang up around- the

ideal”, were the ingredients
that prompted and spustained

nation in the 1960s to.serve
}hé young people interested in

* the Willamette Bridge in Port; ; < :
'l-anal; 1ts editor Mlﬁael Wells [changing the nation, improv-

. told - the
Wednesday.
~ Wells, 26, also confirmed the
notice in the Iatest issue of the

Oregon A CIub

ing it and -pointing out mi-
stakes.

“When something happened,
the only way we found out
was by word of mouth,” Wells

Willamette Bridge that he and| P83 2 M43 C1op TeThen we

‘his wife, Mary, are leaving

Portland in May. After a sum-|

mer in New Hampshire, their

discovered photo offset.”
Now it’s possible to start a

newspaper on practically no
money, Wells noted, ‘‘provid-
ing an alternative to The Ore-
gonian, New York Times and
Newsweek."”

Today the Willamette
Bridge circulation fluctuates
pbetween 10,000 and 20,000,
Wells indicated, about 80 per
cent distributed through street
sales.

The reason for the wide
spread from one issue to the

next depends on the weather,
he said. The paper’s vendors
are more enthusiastic to sell
the paper on sunny days than
when it rains.
The Willamette
audience falls into two main

groups, Wells said, the “\h.ip”1
youth and the liberal middle|.

class, “the people who voted

for McCarthy, who voted for|.

Kennedy or who' didn’t vote at
all.”

Discussing the paper’s news
policy, Wells said “we have a
viewpoint. We present the side
we're interested in ... hon-
estly.” ‘ ‘

The Willamette Bridge, he
pcinted out, was not concern-
ed with “the myth of objective
reporting.”

The paper has a staff of 10
and they earn a subsistence
wage, about $30 per week
when advertising revenues are
high enough to pay salaries.

‘Wells said that when a-staff-
er’'s car breaks down, every-
one chips in to help repair it.

There are fringe benefits, he
added. On nights when the pa-
per is put together, someone

brings in dinner.

S m e

|
Bridge’s
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