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Current Pilot Project sUAS Applications

• Investigation of potential explosive devices and hazardous 
materials

• High-risk Search and Arrest Missions and Search Warrants, where 
it was likely the suspect was armed

• Search and Rescue

• Traffic Crash documentation and reconstruction
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Final and released version.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Smart City PDX 
May 31, 2024

Transparency and Compliance



Lessons Learned and Recommendations



Expansion 

• Modeled on existing Oregon Law on police use of UAS and aligned with all local agency partners

• Provides trained patrol personnel to respond immediately, reducing personnel time and increasing odds of 
safer resolutions.

• Allows drones to be used to support Stolen Vehicle missions, Street Racing missions, organized retail theft 
missions, and many other initiatives that improve our ability to safely respond, identify and document 
criminal activity and guide ground officers to suspects.

• Expands crime scene processing outside Traffic Division. Large outdoor crime scenes could often be 
comprehensively documented in less time using UAS.

• Supports requests from other city bureaus to provide well trained and equipped UAS pilots.  Bull Run 
watershed surveys (Water), Disaster Site and damage evaluations (PBEM), Fire scene intelligence and 
investigation (PFB), Traffic Modeling, Bridge and road inspections (PBOT), etc.

• Once aligned on SOP, work with Gresham police and other local agencies to provide Mutual Aid and explore 
new technology.
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