
Odor Code 
Update 
Project

Planning 
Commission
September 10, 2024

JP McNeil
City Planner

Sandra Wood
Principal Planner



Agenda 

Presentation
• Staff proposal 
• Brief summary of Proposed Code Changes
• Commercial and Industrial Uses
Planning Commission Discussion
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Staff Proposal
Staff proposes that the Planning Commission recommend that City Council (Planning 
Commission purview):
• Adopt this report
• Amend Title 33, Planning and Zoning as shown in the Proposed Draft. The 

amendments remove the odor regulations from the Zoning Code and delete 
requirements to document compliance with Chapter 33.262 Off-Site Impacts at the 
time of building permit review. 

The proposal also recommends that City Council (Outside of Planning Commission 
purview):
• Amend Title 29, Property Maintenance, as shown in the Proposed Draft. The 

amendments add the odor regulations to Title 29 to be complied with once a 
building is occupied.
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Project goal & approach
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The Odor Code Update Project will update Portland’s off-site odor regulations with 
amendments to Title 33, Planning and Zoning, and Title 29, Property Maintenance. 
The amendments recognize that odor standards are inherently subjective and 
challenging to enforce but are still necessary for some uses that have the potential 
to produce noxious odors. 

Changes to Title 33 (Planning Commission and City Council purview)
• Move the odor standard from Title 33 (Planning and Zoning) to Title 29 (Property Maintenance).
• Eliminate requirements for documentation in advance of compliance with Off-Site Impacts rules.

Changes to Title 29 (City Council purview)
• Exempt Retail Sales and Service uses from the odor regulations.
• Set new parameters for enforcement of the odor rules.



Spectrum of impacts & odor rule applicability
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More ImpactfulLess Impactful

Household living

Group living

RESIDENTIAL USES COMMERCIAL USES INDUSTRIAL USES

Retail sales & service Quick vehicle services

Vehicle repair

Manufacturing & production

Warehouse & freight movement

Waste-related

WHEN ODOR 
REGS APPLY

Office

Commercial outdoor recreation

Major event entertainment

Self-service storage

Bulk fossil fuel terminal

Railroad yards

Industrial service

Wholesale sales



Resolution for future RS&S complaints

• No City Code Compliance 
Involvement

• Mediation: Private services are 
available to work out solutions 
between businesses and neighbors 
when problems do arise

• Civil lawsuit: A last case scenario is 
to take the matter to court, which 
can be a way to help resolve more 
intractable civil property disputes
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VISIT US ONLINE portland.gov/bps

The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access. To request translation, interpretation, 
modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids or services, contact 311, Relay: 711. 

Traducción e Interpretación  |  Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch  |  अनवुादन तथा व्याख्या  |  口笔译服务  |  
Устный и письменный перевод  |  Turjumaad iyo Fasiraad  |  Письмовий і усний переклад  |  
Traducere și interpretariat  |  Chiaku me Awewen Kapas  |  翻訳または通訳  |  ການແປພາສາ ຫືຼ ການ
ອະທິບາຍ  |  الشفھیة أو التحریریة الترجمة  |  Portland.gov/bps/accommodation

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
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