
Thomas Karwaki
#335070 | July 17, 2024

Testimony to Portland City Council on the Land Division Code Update, Recommended
Draft 

The University Park Neighborhood Association Land Use Committee commends and supports this
Draft. Our concern is about the Willamette Bluff and Railroad Cut which are unstable. Several areas
that moving are in the original striped area and not in the new purple zones determined by a new
uniform and more scientific method. This is of concern near Cary + Willamette Blvd near the bridge
where one or two lots might be eligible to be divided under the new proposed system because most
of the lot which was striped (currentl approach) are not in the purple zone. However Staff informs us
they would still have to do a Geotechnical review. So we support the proposed approach.
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Steven Pfeiffer
#335069 | July 16, 2024

Testimony to Portland City Council on the Land Division Code Update, Recommended
Draft 

See attached testimony.

Testimony is presented without formatting.
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Steven L. Pfeiffer 
SPfeiffer@perkinscoie.com 

D. +1.503.727.2261
F. +1.503.346.2261

July 16, 2024 

VIA EMAIL 

Mayor Ted Wheeler  
City of Portland 
1900 SW Fourth Avenue 
Portland, OR  97201 

Re: Land Division Code Update - Angel Request to Include Amendment to 
PCC 33.563.410  

Dear Mayor Wheeler and fellow Commissioners: 

This office represents Mr. Joseph W. Angel regarding his property located at 5100 NW Skyline 
Blvd. (“the Property”), which lies within the Northwest Hills Plan District and outside of the 
Metro urban growth boundary (“UGB”). In response to the opportunity to provide comments 
during the recent RICAP 10 Code Amendment proceedings, we submitted the attached letters to 
the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, the Planning Commission and the City Council 
requesting an additional amendment to PCC 33.563.410(B)(1) for the reasons stated therein.  
Unfortunately, we note that our requested revisions are not included in the final RICAP Code 
Amendments adopted by the Council. 

We now understand that the City Council is considering additional amendments to the Land 
Division Code and related provisions in Title 33 which are applicable to land divisions within the 
City.  We respectfully request that the City Council review and include the above-referenced 
requested Code revisions, as discussed in the attached correspondence, in the final Land Division 
Code Update now pending before the Council.  While we appreciate that the proposed overlay 
zone map amendment also discussed in the attached correspondence may suggest a policy 
change beyond the scope of the Land Division update, we continue to believe that our request for 
modification of PCC 33.563.410(B)(1) to limit the current requirement for public sewer and 
water service to lands within the UGB proposed for land division within the Skyline subdistrict 
uniquely is required to conform to current law and to achieve otherwise allowed residential 
densities on the Property.  As such, we understand that this specific type of amendment 
constitutes a “technical fix” and code correction pertaining to the land division review process 
which the pending Land Division Update review is intended to accommodate. 

For the reasons discussed in the attached correspondence, we respectfully request the City 
Council’s consideration and adoption of this requested revision to PCC 33.563.410(B)(1). 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

Very truly yours, 

 

Steven L. Pfeiffer 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Joseph W. Angel (via email)
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David Schoellhamer
#335068 | July 1, 2024

Testimony to Portland City Council on the Land Division Code Update, Recommended
Draft 

The Sellwood Moreland Improvement League (SMILE) submits the attached testimony on the Land
Division Code Update Project for your consideration.

Testimony is presented without formatting.
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July 1, 2024 

Portland City Council 
Land Division Code Update testimony 
1221 SW Fourth Avenue, Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Sellwood Moreland Improvement League (SMILE) is pleased that the Potential Landslide 
Area Hazard Map is being updated as part of the Project.  The Sellwood bluff in Southeast 
Portland poses a significant landslide risk and had a large landslide 12 years ago and has had 
many smaller landslides since.  The old 1997 map is obviously outdated.  The new map is a 
huge improvement that appears to accurately depict our commonsense observations of where 
there have been landslides and where there is landslide risk.  We fully support adopting it.   

The City should fully implement this new landslide map by 
updating the Constrained Sites Overlay Zone (aka the z-
overlay).  An example of why the z-overlay should be 
updated is along the bluff between Knight and Yukon 
streets.  Houses are in the proposed landslide zone (purple 
shading) but not in the z- Overlay Zone.  An update would 
help protect the lives and safety of future residents by 
expanding the z-overlay where there is landslide risk and 
landslides, such as the Sellwood bluff.    For updating the z-
overlay, please note that the 50-foot buffer previously used 
was too large to accurately depict the landslide risk along 
the very steep Sellwood bluff.  A smaller buffer should be 
used when using the new map to modify the z-overlay.  

SELLWOOD MORELAND IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE
8210 SE 13th AVENUE, PORTLAND, OR 97202

STATION 503-234-3570  CHURCH 503-233-1497 
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