
                     

 

 

 
Contact:  

Marty Stockton 
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 
Marty.Stockton@portlandoregon.gov 

Bryan Poole 
Portland Bureau of Transportation 
Bryan.Poole@portlandoregon.gov 

Title: BPS and PBOT launch latest planning effort, Lower Southeast Rising Area 
Plan 

Description: City bureaus will address the historic lack of infrastructure investment 
in this area of Southeast and East Portland; seek community input to guide 
healthy community development.  

 
An active Brentwood-Darlington road with no sidewalk. Photo by PBOT 

The Bureau of Planning and Sustainability (BPS) and Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) are 
collaborating with community members to assess land use and transportation issues for Brentwood-
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Darlington and portions of the Lents, Ardenwald-Johnson Creek, Mt Scott-Arleta, and Woodstock 
neighborhoods. This new planning effort is called the Lower Southeast Rising Area Plan. 

The bureaus recognize the historic lack of infrastructure investment in this area of East Portland. So they 
are seeking community input to guide healthy community development for the area, which has many 
unimproved roads, sidewalk gaps, limited street networks, poor transit service, and few neighborhood 
commercial amenities.   

A new Lower Southeast Rising Area Plan will identify ways to improve amenities and accessibility within 
these neighborhoods, so residents can meet more of their recreational and commercial close to their 
homes without a car. It will also develop recommendations to better connect these neighborhoods to 
the rest of Portland by improving transit and bicycle routes. 

City staff are working with a local Project Advisory Committee, a Technical Advisory Committee, 
community-based organizations, neighborhood associations, and neighbors for input and engagement 
to guide the plan’s recommendations with an emphasis on anti-displacement and affordable housing 
strategies.  

The project was launched in January 2021 and a final plan is expected to go before City Council in early 
2023. 

Want to learn more and get involved? 

• You can find more project details on the Lower Southeast Rising website 
• Take our Lower Southeast Rising kickoff survey , la encuesta está disponible en español también. 
• Read the Existing Conditions Atlas [link to document] and the Commercial Real Estate and 

Market Analysis Report [link to document]. 
• Sign up for future updates via the Lower Southeast Rising email list  

https://www.portland.gov/bps/lower-se-rising
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lowerseplan
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/lowerseplansp
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORPORTLAND/subscriber/new?topic_id=ORPORTLAND_362


 

The Lower Southeast Rising Area Plan analyzes the residential and commercial areas highlighted in the map with a core focus on 
the Brentwood-Darlington neighborhood. Map by PBOT 

The Lower Southeast Rising Area Plan is made possible by grant funding from the Oregon Department of 
Land Conservation and Land Development (DLCD) and the Oregon Department of Transportation’s 
(ODOT) Transportation and Growth Management (TGM) Program. The grant is intended to bring the 
focus areas of the project into alignment with Portland’s Transportation System Plan (TSP). This will 
include land use and zoning recommendations “to create vibrant, livable places in which people can 
walk, bike, take transit, or drive where they want to go” and “to reduce traffic congestion, improve air 
quality, improve safety, increase multi-modal transportation opportunities, and improve livability and 
economic vitality for City residents” (Ordinance No. 189519, passed by Portland City Council May 29, 
2019). Improved bus and sidewalk connectivity recommendations as well as potential land use changes 
will link affordable housing, economic development, and access to green spaces.  

Later this summer, PBOT and BPS will conduct an analysis of community needs that will be available to 
community members via online reports and interactive surveys, through neighborhood canvassing, and 
at participating community events. For more information about the project and to sign up for email 
updates visit the project website here. 

https://www.portland.gov/bps/lower-se-rising

