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Your Bayor spesks and makes his weekly report to the people. We
MWN&W,MG‘G&WMM&M
area who arpears st this hour each week to glive tue latest information
umhﬂmdfmwonwo&uemﬁnsam-w.
Riley Good evening. Among the organisations that have proves a tresendous
asset to Portlamd in these days of an wprecedented inevense in
population and increased problems of every type saese i the Portland
Veterans Guard and Patrol. To the humdreds of men who have donned
a seni~police unifopn and veluntesred to patrol Portland streets
night after aight in an ofinrd to help the depleted police departaent
naintaln law and ovrder, we owe n debd of gratitude, These men are
giving up thelr own plW ard lelsure time to devote tuelr eflorts
hp&ncm%umumbmamwthocivbmm
in addition %o having thls unprecedented ineorease in populstion amd
a great expanse »f residence territory, we huve seen our regular police
force eut down very rapidly by army and nevy and coastegusrd enlistaents
and the draft. Better than one quarter of the police departnent we had
before the war is mow in the armed services. Hew nen have had to take
their places sud hove had to undergo perieds of tralning in, order to
know poliee work, It has been impossible to keep the regulsr fores wp
PR armh?mmmmmupmm—nm“mm
the elfy meny months ago we set forth to try to organlse a volunteer
forece. Portunately a grest mumber of fine nen who are employed in
defense and other industry cmme forwsrd snd took on the sssigment as
o matter of eivie pride and publie protections Tonight I have invited
the head of the group, Captaln John Keegan, snd one of the officers in the
renks to discuse tils organisstions The officer is Mr. Claude Beckner
who 18 ome of e hundreds vho hove been doing an exeallest job at no
solary other than the satisfection of perforuing s public duty. Let nme
first present Captain Keegane
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Good Bvenlnge

We all know, Captain, thet under conditions such as we have in Portland
today with 150 thousand new people sud a wave ol prosperity affecting
everybody, we should expect an secompsaylug wive of crime. Ve have
not had such & wave of erime and there wust be a very good Feasons
#ill you o5 an expert in police work tell us wy,.

It'a purely & matter df police vigilance, &r. Wayor. Ye heve had oriue,
of cowrse, and we will continue to have it. But it has rot been
anythlng nesr what we hwd every reason to expecte I will say that

the regular police departsent has done & fine job even though seriously
hendieapyed and where they have lelt off; the Veterans Guard snd Patrol
has teken over and Iinished the jobs Between the two, Portland has been
kept in good ehapes

I believe, Captain, the Veterams Guard and Patrel now numbers ~bowt
mm.uu.‘S.tw:wtomnamtmmummmaaut
£500,

Twenty five hundred is ap roxiustely co vect and I might add that it is
down t00 faF swssers we've got %o increase the force. It's well to
resember that the entire force is mot oubt every nights A nenber nay
boshlotapwtmﬂymnrh&u&ﬂumhocﬁaﬂym
alght & week. For tals reason it 1s necessary to have a very large
foree in arder to get & sufficlert nmmber of mem for patrol each nights
They are assigned, Ceptein, to distriots, They petrel in palrs and keep
ontﬁ‘lamntermimuwammotmm 1 take
it that what you would like to urge here tonight i nore recrulte.
Yes, we need nore nen ssees W0 are golng out to try to get at least
tw» thousand cores Tou know owr ranks have been seriously affected by
enlistments und the draft and the shifting of men in industry. The
Guard and Patrol has had a very large turnover in membarship prineipally
becsuse men with fasiiies hove besn and srs being teken now ints the
army and begause the manpower situation has betome tighter in war
industries ... 2en ore putting in so many hours at work that they siaply
cannot keep up thelr police palrol work,



: f8] | i§ §§

if

;

¢

How much tire 1s required of a nember of the Guard and Patrol?

It varies but we heve it soheduled #o that there is always a certain
number of these loyal cltizens on the job throughout the twenty-four hourse
Juat what do they do? »
Practlieally everything 2 regular police officer doss. Undar the

preseat sct-up they work in a dusl ecapsecity. First, im civilian
defense work and second, as auxillary policemens We Jigure on every wolunteer
having sbout four hours a week of duty, Such duty as patrolling his '
distriet, guerd duty snd helplng control trafflics

They've bee: quite 2 factor in treffic work. We've seen them on busy
downtown iantersections regullarly of lates )
Yes. Theytve boen valusble particularly during ‘his pre-Christmas rushe
They gel no palary shatever?

Hos Itumve%mm“.hhnumpmﬂl&onﬁnwm
them, even if wq would accept money which they wouldn't.

On the Civilian Defense part. They are all specially trained for
specific duties, What would they do, say, in the event of an sttack

by the eaesy?

They wruld take over the reguletion end direction of civilien traffiec

away i{ron prefeternined uilitary routes and asslst in many other wmys.
and how ebout thelr duties during an air reid?

In the event of an eir vald, they report to previcusly asklgned postes
Every san would kmow his post snd his duty, AMmem
oaodltohdptkommumasmm I night say right
lhiere that sll of these volunteers are heving eontinuous training in firet
Mhmtamﬁwmmwwtmetmmnmmm‘aﬂ
soforths

The organiszation, Captein, detes back to before Pearl Harhor, Whem

Pearl Harbor wmes sttacked, how many men did you ha e?

On the Sunday of the ablock on Pearl Harbor 585 men reported for duty

as soon s they heard sbout ite
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In line with shat you sre saying about ‘he efficlency and loyalty

“of these sen, I thaisk 1% is tise %o preseat Of7icer Claude Deckner

mx.duuuumw.tfmw,:mum 0fficer
Beckner recently performed an aet of bercisn that ssved e 1i0s of

8 15 year old girl aod is thersfore entitled to one of the special
awards of meritorimus service given by the orgarisation. The gizl

in question was in an sutomsbile accldent and suffered a severed
artery. She wus taken to one o7 the Vetersn Cuard and Patrol poets
and Officer Beckner isuedlstely took charges Iurough what he had
learned as & member of the organization he was able to stop the flow
of blood. Then the szbullance arrived he rode to the hospital with
the patient and by vigilance kept her {ro: the death that surely would
mmmudmmwmmmw:m For this,
lir. Beckner, you have the thanks and the eommendstion of the entire
City of Portlands NI
mmmmq. I sppreciste that very much. What I did,
hovover wns just what any member would have been sble to do and would
have dones |
mvumammnumnu,ymmarmpmwm'
miﬁwm.te}mﬂmnatoalyefywwtom%m
Guard sod Patrol, It is the deeds of the individunl members that makes
the whole orgacisation s and oube

Well, thank you agaln, Mayor Riley. .
lei,dlphtutmn,&kmycn'ﬂllmtoumtﬁfmmw
rmlﬁthcawitmréb'mm&n&hms

1 certainly will, ir, Vayors )

And mow %o get back to the work these nem are dolag. Fow many eash
night 40 you figure on pubiisg on the streets? '

The average is sbout 80 nen & night. That mesns close to 10,000 man
hours per month in actual patrol services Um top of that, we - have &

total of about 17,000 mun howrs & =onth checked wp %o meetings, schooling,

and 1nstTuotion eeees the howrs devoted to learning palice worke
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This does mot include aspecis) sssigments such as football games,
trallic control and so forthe

No, it doesn®t. Tuking specisl assignments in%o considerstion, the
veterans patrol has sveraged avound 20,000 man hours s =month since
Pearl Harbor, |

That 1g & fine record, Captain, low, you mnt new menberss

Ye need at least two thousand more, Hayor. Aand we nesd them right
awny. Soug for the added duties and some %o replace sur neubars who
have bee: called imto the arced servicess

o L8 eligible?

Any citizen over 21 years of age and of good charucter is aligidle fopr
the service.

How do you assign them?

In sost cases, nen sepepted will be assigned to duty in their owm
nose aress |

But mot alweys.

fo, but shencver possible. Host men know the femilies in thelr owm
nelghborhood and cousequently ean wmork sore efficlently.

That rasinie ne, Ceptain, of o story I heard about one of your mens
fe must have been ot of his sun nelghborticod because no one knows
nie ldestity yete It seens that he was on his way to work erly one
moyning shen he saw Tases shooting from & tw nary.éio;lim; He
swakened the eleeplng oecwpsnts, €alled the fire departaent and
ealily divected traffic uatil the regular peace officers arrived. Then
hurried on his =ay to wek.

Thoever that =an is, he deserves & vote of thanks, but that is just
one of the sany comsunily services our nen perform. 4nd, in slmost
overy instance, they ave as uodest and self-effucing abowt it ap this
man wWads

They ave aleo dodng a flne Job in helping the regular officers cope
with the juvenile delisquency sroblems mumu:‘l?.
MmmqﬁuuWMthm
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Their principsl job is %o plek up juvenlles on the strests after
curfew hours and turn then over to thelr purents, Occasionally they
pick up juvenile offenders and have aprrehended many juvenile erinzinales
This work is prineipally in residence sections whore it iz impoasivle
for the regular prowl esrs to visit as frequently o7 nooessary %o control
this problen? .
Yes. "

How, Ceptain, I know from the reports you mske regularly that there
ere hundreds of instances of individusl herolss and of individusl cuses
whers menbers are doing outstanding work. I wish ye had time to tell
some of these. But vhat you amd your men wend nore then yroise i

new members. So will you sum wp the whole zitustlon by explalaing the
Weru;mwmmt!ﬂlhw&m:mmlm
hhmmoaml?thaolﬁmafgmdmmdhm
21 yoars of sge.  The Volumtesrs will be trained in the taske of
protecting life and property during en air reid or evacuniion. They

receive special firet oid tralsing, asti-ssbatoge training, general

police traleming and patrel 'an& guard work, They are given full

police powers, but are mot subject to e¢all for regulsr police duty

Mummcwmuamtoflamw They
are simply o police swrlllisry that is pitohing in to help in every

way possible during the emergency. One thing we insist ion, L that
every actlve sember s to sttend his weekly nelghborhood meeting where

he is Baught sll phases of the work., He recelves constont training.

They s11 1ike it.

And men wighing to enlist should apply vhere?

Appiy at Police Hesdgunrdoers at 2nd sad Osk streets or st the Veteran
Guard acd Patrel headquarters in the bulldlng sdjolning polies headqusrterss
Well, I want to thank vou Captain Keegan Tor couing here tonight to ‘
explain this isportant work aad to ask for sove help. !hoponlémm
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of eitizens who have £ time o glve to tils public cause will |

regpond.s Ales I want Yo thank Ofleer Deckaer lor w.»u_n hers //ﬂ,
.!....r. u...../ 1

tonight to receive the speeial consendation Jor au sel of herolsm /f,.f.

Y

wagvgﬂﬁgggnwﬁuﬁouﬁiqgg
and Patrol



