RESOLUTION NO:  36130
Adopt the South Corridor Locally Preferred Alternative Report and Recommendations  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the Council previously adopted Resolution No. 35704, approving the South/North Project’s Locally Preferred Strategy on June 18, 1998, and recognizing the transportation needs in both the South Corridor to Southeast Portland and Clackamas County, and North Corridor to North Portland and Clark Co.; and

WHEREAS, the Council previously adopted Resolution No. 35800 designating the N. Interstate Avenue MAX alignment from the Steel Bridge to the Expo Center as the preferred alignment for the North Corridor in North Portland on June 16, 1999, and

WHEREAS, in response to the loss of local funding in 1998 for the project, Metro sponsored a series of  “listening posts” throughout the region to better understand the public’s perception of the region’s transportation needs; and

WHEREAS, following the “Listening Posts” public officials concluded that there was public support for continuing to work toward transit solutions in the South and North Corridor; and

WHEREAS, business and community leaders requested that the region through Metro further evaluate transit solutions in the South Corridor, including light rail, and

WHEREAS, the I-205 and Milwaukie alignments would be consistent with Metro’s Regional Transportation Plan, 2040 Framework Plan and Portland’s Outer Southeast Community Plan; and

WHEREAS, city staff finds that the I-205 corridor is the most appropriate first phase light rail transit investment because it; would support the 2040 growth concept by offering high capacity connections between the Gateway regional center and the Clackamas regional center while serving the Lents town center as well as connecting directly to the Central City; would provide excellent opportunities for transit oriented development in support of the Region 2040 Plan in the Gateway Regional Center, Lents Town Center and at the Clackamas Regional Center; right-of-way was established for a high capacity transit improvements for much of the alignment; the I-205 Alternative would have the highest transit ridership of all the Alternatives; and the I-205 Alternative would save transit travel time; and

WHEREAS, the Portland Mall alignment is most desirable for connecting the regional system to the Downtown because it would ensure improved service quality in both downtown Portland in addition to the Cross Mall; light rail on the Portland Mall reinforces 30 years of transportation and land use policy; it would directly serve important Downtown destinations; the Cross Mall alignment would limit service expansion ability; the Portland Mall was selected as the South/North Corridor Project LPA in 1998 after significant public and technical analysis; construction of light rail on the Portland Mall would be concurrent with the mall rehabilitation project; and received considerable public support during the South Corridor public comment period; and  

WHEREAS, the Milwaukie LRT Project would be implemented in Phase Two of the South Corridor project because it has generated significant community support in Milwaukie, southeast Portland and downtown Portland; would provide excellent opportunities for transit oriented development; would provide the fastest travel time between Milwaukie and downtown Portland; would have the highest number of transit trips in this segment; and would provide better neighborhood transit service; and

WHEREAS, Metro and Tri-Met have prepared a Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) evaluating the I-205 and Milwaukie LRT alignment alternatives; and

WHEREAS, the South Corridor Study Local Advisory Groups, comprised of neighborhood leaders, citizens and business owners with interests in the Corridor, have met numerous times during the preparation of the SDEIS; and

WHEREAS, community leaders in the South Corridor anticipate that light rail will become a catalyst for community investment and revitalization; and

WHEREAS, the Project Policy Committee directed staff to evaluate the long-term capacity and operating reliability of the existing cross-mall alignment and to develop measures to improve reliability and increase capacity; and

WHEREAS, the Downtown Light Rail Systems Analysis Report documents the analysis and found that there is a limit on the number of trains that can operate per hour in each direction in the existing Cross Mall alignment without significant modifications. In the year 2020, the I-205 Light Rail Alternative operating on the Cross-Mall in combination with the existing lines and service growth would exceed its capacity. Therefore, an additional alignment in downtown Portland should be considered for the long-term growth of the system; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Portland adopts the amendments to the South/North Locally Preferred Strategy, as described in EXHIBIT A, the South Corridor Project, Locally Preferred Alternative Report and Recommendation and recommends a two phase major investment strategy for the South Corridor. Phase I would include construction of the I-205 segment from the Clackamas Town Center to Gateway, and construction of the Portland Mall alignment to Portland State University. Phase II would include the Milwaukie Light Rail Project, which will be advanced following completion of the I-205 FEIS, adoption of a finance plan for the project and the resolution of issues related to the Willamette River crossing, as shown and described in EXHIBIT A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council directs the Office of Transportation to continue working with Metro and Tri-Met to amend the South Corridor SDEIS to update the environmental and transportation analyses for the Portland Mall LRT alignment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the partnership of Tri-Met, Metro and City of Portland Council continue to work with community groups along the alignment to resolve design issues, as described in EXHIBIT B.

Adopted by the Council,
MAR 19 2003        
 
  


Commissioner Jim Francesconi
GARY BLACKMER
Prepared by: Stuart Gwin/db
Auditor of the City of Portland


March 12, 2003
By  /s/Susan Parsons
South Corridor.
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