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September 25, 2023 
 
 
 
Portland City Council 
1221 SW 4th Ave.  
Portland, OR 97204  
 
Dear Mayor Wheeler and Portland City Commissioners, 
 
The Architectural Heritage Center/Bosco-Milligan Foundation enthusiastically supports the plan for a 
major renovation of Keller Auditorium as proposed by the Marking Keller group and their 
collaborators.  This approach of renovation and reuse, rather than replacement, would beautifully 
achieve the goal of creating a superb arts venue plus many more City objectives.  It will: 
 

• Honor the legacy and long history of the Keller as a center of arts and culture. 

• Revitalize a long-suffering but culturally significant part of downtown, supporting surrounding 
businesses. 

• Leverage existing resources and infrastructure: parking, transit, hotels, restaurants, freeway 
access. 

• Connect and engage the entire community in the Halprin Open Space Sequence. 

• Cost far less than building new. 

• Walk the talk of environmental responsibility, expending significantly less carbon than new 
construction.  

• Come to fruition three years faster than a new venue. 

• Serve as a truly world-class interactive destination attracting performers and visitors from around 
the world.  

 
In a time with so many challenges, surely moving this proposal forward will be of your easiest 
decisions! 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Peggy Moretti 
Interim Executive Director 
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Portland City Council Meeting - Wednesday, September 27, 2023 2:00 p.m.

Agenda Item First Name Last Name
819-1 Dean Barnett
819-2 Mike Lindberg
819-3 John Widder
819-4 Anne Francis
819-5 Nicole Possert
819-6 Xavier Stickler
819-7 Susan Rinker
819-8 Suzanne Nance




