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Public Space Is a Key Attribute of Complete Communities

Portland Needs 
Many “Living Rooms”



Smith Tea Company, NW 23rd 
Ave

Outdoor Dining Program

Dream Street, NE Sumner & MLK Jr Blvd

Street Plaza Program



Portland is a leader in outdoor dining pilots
City and PBOT policy call for supporting 
community and business uses using public 
right-of-way

Sidewalk café seating has been a standard 
permit since 1982 and received an overhaul 
in 2008

Street Seats began as a pilot project in 2012

Livable Streets Strategy (2017) formalized a 
PBOT policy around prioritizing people and 
placemaking in the right-of-way

2014: Bonfire Lounge, SE Stark Ave

2015:  Bamboo Sushi, NE Alberta St Photo credit: Propel Studio Architecture
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A Changed World

The existing programs and curb-
zone use policies allowed PBOT to 
act swiftly in the face of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Today, Portlanders continue to 
overwhelmingly support the 
program.

Paadee, SE 28th Ave

~800 Healthy Business permits 
issued



7

Community believes this program is good for Portland

68%

13%

7%

7%
5%

Is the Healthy Business Permit 
Program good for business?

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Neutral Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree
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Formalizing what works; changing what doesn’t

A Permanent Outdoor Dining Program 

• Updated Design Guidelines

• Revised permit holder responsibilities

• Education and compliance strategies

• New fee structure (Sept 2023)

Focused on public feedback: 
• Support safe streets for all users

• Improve accessibility

• Articulate clear maintenance and operations 
standards 

• Improve design and aesthetics 

• Permit options and fees that encourage 
business participation

Bar Bar, N Mississippi Ave
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Design Guidelines
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Creating clear and predictable guidelines 
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Centering safety and accessibility in our design priorities

Key changes: 
• Reducing height of walls to increase sight lines

• Transparent wall coverings only

• Clear setbacks from intersections 

• Prohibiting covered installations approaching 
stop signs.  Low-height (uncovered) installations are 
allowed. 

• Requiring accessible platforms or ramps for new 
installations 

• Prohibiting over-sidewalk structures
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Program permanence can improve aesthetics & quality 

Consistent feedback from restaurant 
owners is that many are looking for 
program permanence before investing in 
upgrades.  

• Formalizing program 
• Clear stormwater/gutter guidelines
• Clear owner maintenance 

responsibilities 
• Applicant tools such as contractor lists 

and example design plans
Tropicale, NE Glisan



Providing a range of permit and fee options   
Four new permit types will flexibility in design and permit fee costs. 

2024 fees will range from $360 to $2,000 per year, for a typical 40 ft, depending on permit type.

Sidewalk Café Seasonal Street Seats

Street Seats 
with Platform

Street Seats with 
Platform and Roof
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Permitting & Compliance
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TIMELINE

March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April
20242023

May June July

Outdoor Dining 
Program Development:
Guidelines, Fees, Rules

Annual permit application openReport to Council 
and Code Change 
Ordinance

Ongoing Education & Compliance efforts

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT & ADOPTION APPLICATION OPENS - ONGOING EDUCATION & COMPLIANCE

Seasonal permit application open
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Strategies to encourage compliance 
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• Education and outreach
• Design resources for businesses
• Fee subsidies in first cycle
• Financial support program

Screen Door, Pearl District
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Business Support Program

~200 businesses to receive $2,500 
(ARPA funded)

• Priority for BIPOC-owned 
businesses

• Funds for creation of new year-
round installations or to bring 
existing installations into 
compliance

17

Bollywood Theater, NE Alberta



Meeting the moment 

• Exception process to allow some 
flexibility for existing structures

• Allowing locked spaces as a temporary 
exception during the Emergency 
Declaration for Coordinated Cleaning of 
Public Spaces



Pre-Pandemic
FY 2019-2020

COVID
Subsidized

2022-2023
Subsidized

2024 * 
Subsidized

2025 
Renewal

2025 New 
Application

Sidewalk Café
40 linear feet
12 months

New $1,070  
Renewal $770

FREE $390 $360 $710 $1,160

Seasonal Street Seats 
Two parking spaces (40 ft)
7 months

N/A N/A N/A $800 $1,150 $1,600

Street Seats with 
Platform 
Two parking spaces (40 ft)
12 months

$4,800 
(plus lost meter 

revenue) 

FREE $1,150 $1,500 $1,850 $2,300

Street Seats with 
Platform and Roof 
Two parking spaces (40 ft)
12 months

N/A FREE $1,150 $2,000 $2,350 $3,100

DRAFT Typical Outdoor Dining Fees 2024-2025

Note: 2024 Application and Base Permit Fees to be subsidized with America Rescue Plan Act funds.  
Businesses participating in 2024 will pay Renewal Rate in 2025 
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Next Steps: Fees and Code Updates return in September

• TRN 3.450 - PBOT Fee schedule 
• TRN 10.04 - Sidewalk Café Permit & PCC 17.25 

Sidewalk Cafes to reflect program changes

• City Code 17.60 Underground Wiring 
Districts to allow for ornamental lighting 
over outdoor dining installations, as well as to 
provide power for electric heaters (propane not 
allowed)

Navarre, NE 28th Ave
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Invited Testimony
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Design Commission:

• Commissioner Brian McCarter (in-person)  

• Vice-Chair Chandra Robinson  (virtual) 

Invited Testimony:

• Bryan Steelman, owner, ¿Por Qué No? Taquería

• Kurt Huffman, owner, ChefsTable

• Jessica Silverman, co-owner Grassa

• Jasper Shen, owner/chef XLB 

• Jay Clark, Director, Public Affairs, Portland Metro Chamber
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