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area.

McCready absent with flu.

The one-year conditional use
permit was granted last month
by the Planning Commission to

e ‘ i

ar
nc., which will-op

ate the cheson

in a hom ve.
It will be for care of 10 boys,
12-15 years old, who have been
removed from their own
homes because of delinquency
or family problems:

THE MATTER was appealed
to the City Council by a neigh-
bor, Jack J. Quinlin, 3039 NE
15th Ave. The City Council also
received 57 written remon-
strances from w. ~'n the 400-
foot notification ar¢ surround-
ing the odre center, nnd 115 re-

The vote was 3-1, with City
Commissioner Francis J. Ivan-
iCle casting the negative vote,
and Commissioner Connie

(ity Overrides Protest
On Care Center’s Site

Upholding the Portland|immediate area. Many of the
Planning Commission, the City|neighborhood  residents
Council has overridden sub- peared at Wednesday’s three-
stantial neighborhood protest|hour hearing to protest in per-
to permit a care center for|son.

young boys in the Model City

ap-

The Multnomah County Ju-
venile Court, the Model City
Citizens’ Planning Board and
the Irvington Community Asso-
ciation board all favored the
center, but only en condition
that a majority of the nefgh-
borhood resiaents approved it.

THE PROPOSAL for the
center went first to the City
Zoning Committee, where &

';plit vote last Dec. 28 sent it or

to the full planning commis-
sion. On Jan. 4, the planning|
body granted a year’s permit,
with renewal to depend upon
favorable review after the jni-
tial year of operation.

The neighborhood is zoned
for single family residences,
and the care center will be in al
large home. In.opposing: the
permit, Commissioner Iyanciéj
said he “‘can’t see Why, whed®
ever-$ome institiition is consid-
ered uhdesirabile in a neigh-
borhagg it gets dumped out in

monstrances from outside the

the Model City area.”

| itor: i Geyer's
To the Editor: Georgie Ann Ge :

article on El Salvador (June 20) gives é A

particularly distorted account qf eveg :

in that country. While she Clarlnn;l)?i sthead g
“reformist” junta has acco

H‘:uitr: a bit,” the late Archbishop

Romero declared that dthe refsosli'g:‘s were

r widespread repre .
" col",rec:r:\(i)nent members of the Christian
Democratic Party have resigned from

t learned from the Salvad.oran.
‘lzla;ttir:::l Guard and the chief of police. .
- Archbishop Romero called S‘he maisl
organizations of El Salvador, “a sgc 190.
force for the good of the peoplg. To!
dub them part of the Pol Pot lsft is pm‘ .
of a ploy to justify escalating 1J.S. mnd'
tary and economic aidtoa totte\'[_n’g at ;
egime. ! !
unp(\;lp:ilﬁ::réeger claims that E! Sa'l'vador
represents the new “pathological \:J:;: ;
I would argue that whgt is truly pgt >
_logical Is the propensity of the Sta

U.S. press to dis-
rroborating former . pepartment and the
;Srentgon:::t:‘b?:ﬁé&%r Dada, who stated, . tort the struggle taking place in that

top the
“We have been unable to s
r::resslon. and those who commit these

epressive acts with the authorization :

f the junta go unpunished. .
Gejyer claims that so-callec_i Pol P(:;
leftists massacred dozgns of mngcetnu
at Archbishop Romero's funeral. Bu l
church leaders present at the furtnetr:e
have testified that the violenge afthe
funeral was not the responsibility cl))
popular organizations. No uU.S. I-:mt aif)):a
delegate was visibly 'present a I
Romero funeral. Geyer's account 0

" tormented country. - ,
. THE REV. DONALD BARNHART,
7S Centenary Wilbur Church,
' 215 S.E. Ninth Ave.

_fuperal is based on what the State De-/

——
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(enienary
up-fo-date

By GREG MYERS
Vanguard Staff

Mounting  the pulpit, the
preacher proclaims, 'Tfeel like
an old splintered drumstick.''
The congregation responds in
unison, ''It l1ooks s0 ugly some-
body push a button, '

A conventional opening for a
Protestant service? Centenary-
Wilbur Methodist Church, 215
SE 9th Ave., doesn't pretend to
be like most churches, Aust
Harper _Richardson tE'e_Tﬁl'
year=-old minister,1s the reason
it isn't.

Ordained in 1955 at Garrett
:Seminary, a part of Northwest-
ern University in Evanston, 111,
Rev, Richardson is a leader in
the community as well as his
church, He believes the work of
-the church is in the world and
sets an example by working with
many committees and organ-
;izations throughout the city,

As a member of the Ad-Hoc
Police-Community  Relations

April 18, 1969

ufilizes

services

Committee, the minister seeks
to prevent alienation between
the community and the police,
He is also president of the East
Central Church Non-Profit Or-

ganization which is a group
seeking low-rent housing for

low income families.

Rev, Richardsonbringsinup-
to-date and relevant material in
his services, The openingof his
service is taken from the Beat-
les ''Yellow Submarine,'' His
message last Sunday was.''un-
bury yourself;'' alsotakenfrom
the movie. Itconcerned the gen-

‘eration gap, and he called for

an end to finger pointing on the
part of people, which tends to
separate and divide instead of
unify the gap in understanding
each other, His message relates’
and doesn 't admonish,

The greater part of the con-
gregation is’ made up of the
younger set, but middle-aged
and elderly: individuals are a
part of the flock. The pastor
attempted to¢ move beyond age
differences.and called for an
end to the warfarebetween gen-,
erations,

Many members and non-
members of the congregation
are active inprojects they deem
-worthwhile, ''The Ninth Street
Exit"" is the name of the coffee
.house run in thebasementof the’
church building, It's open 8
p.m. to 12 midnight, Sunday and
Tuesday through Thursday and
between 8 p.m, and 4 a.m. on
,the weekends, Another project’
'undertaken by achurch member:!
is to raise money to pay for;
iPvt. Robert Hinckle's lawyer,!
.Hinkle lost his latest appeal for’
‘release from the USArmy and is’
now in New Jersey,

Involvement seems to be the!
key undertaking of the church’
-and the relevance of the mes-
sage to thecurrent scene makes
the service a now experience,.
Blue noses, sometimes found-
in 'congregations, are played?
down, for piousness doesn't
stand a chance at Centenary-
Wilbur,

PRSI S e
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60 s radicals now

Politics

Austin Harper Richardson is the minister
of Centenary Wilbur Church, located two
blocks off Burnside on SE 9th. Ministers
wear robes of many colors; Harper’s are
stained with sweat, dirt and determination.
Centenary Wilbur physically looks more
like a warehouse than a church. This image
is reinforced by numerous warehouses in
the neighborhood. It wasn’t always so. In
1954, it was a wealthy congregation with
1500 members. When Sandy Boulevard
was put through, it became a busy inter-
section with industry springing up all
around. Harper was greeted by a congre-
gation of 121, mostly senior citizens, when
he arrived. The people were very conser-
vative, retired regular church-goers. Over
‘time, things evolved and he now headsa *
“bobtail” group of 45-50 people. Finan-
cially, Harper could have coined the term
“shoestring budget.” There was a time
when he couldn’t see operating past Decem-
ber. But this year the holidays brought in
$690 in gifts and he now projects its
esistence through June (the interview was
conducted last December).

Harper’s political history goes way back.
He has always been socially active. In 1959,
while heading a church in Yakima, he
became concerned about the ‘military se-
curity seminars’ being given by Reserve
officers to local housewives. A public
relations campaign with a “‘garrison men- -
tality,” they suggested that the answer to
the spread of communism was to give the
Pentagon ten percent of one’s income,
build fallout shelters, and so on. The
seminars met six hours a day for two weeks,
fostering a climate of fear. Harper attended
the meetings, asking pointed questions. He
felt at the time that he was being watched
by detectives who would have liked to jail
him. The atmosphere of the times was that
knocking the military was knocking the
economy. He knew of three country
churches in Wisconsin, where the ministers
were victims of such a climate. They lost

" their ability to finance their churches or
gain new member. “It took finesse to be
critical and still stay alive in the ministry,
or to apply the gospel to a social problem.”

His beliefs were tested again in Coos
Bay. He worked within a Methodist
church from 1962-65 where there were
strong John Birch Society influenccs. A
prominent member of his congregation
was the son of the John Birch coordinator
on the coast. Harper supported the United
Nations and bheir peace-keeping effort.
The Birchers saw this as selling out, and
made an unsuccessful attempt to get rid of
him.

An important influence upon Harper’s
attitudes about the current role of
Centenary Wilbur came from his first visit
to Glide Memorial Methodist Church in
San Francisco, in 1966. He saw homo-
sexuals, ex-convicts and “‘hippies”
coming together in an open accepting
church. “Let form follow function”.

The first incident which he said “yes”
to at Centenary was when ADC mothers
(Aid to Dependant Children, Welfare)
who met there wanted to smoke. A
seemingly small issue, but at the time
smoking was generally unacceptable in
churches. He said ‘‘yes.” A beginning...

a breakthrough. ;

Harper feels that the Methodist con-
ference placed him at Centenary as an
invitation to leave the ministry. Con-
sequently he went for broke. “‘Out of
fury I took my freedom.” He realized
that this church could do more than
others and took risks. During the Pen-
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of faith
tagon demonstration in Washington in
1967, Harper and seven pcople from his
congregation flew back... a very unusual
event for him.

He provided space in the church for
draft counseling. The Resistance, a
pacifist anti-draft organization, had an °
office there. When the American Legion
convention came to Portland, the People’s
Jamboree protest cooked their food in
the church’s kitchen, People for Portland
had an office there, planning to quell ex-
plosive situations, while the Vortex
people were planning upstairs. Centenary
was a place for ‘the street’ and ‘the Estab-
lishment’ to meet.

Many activities found a home at this
church over the years, including a ‘‘Poverty
lunch” which met on Friday afternoons.
People from the helping professions were

gathered together (Roman Catholic Sisters,
social caseworkers, legal aid). Harper met
Neil Goldschmidt, then a legal aid attor-
ney, attending these lunches. On Wed-
nesday nights there was a potluck dinner
for kids on the road. This reduced the
defensiveness of the street people. The
coffee house was a favorite place to

crash. Harper said there was a fine balance
between taking care-of and being taken -,
advantage of. They tried to createan 7
emergency shelter on North Williams. It
lasted two months. The sheriff would
bring people there. But, with little work
being done and much stealing, the violencei
crescendoed, and it closed.

Harper feels that he pioneered gay
activities with the coffee house, A.A.
groups, theater, and a Sunday night
church service. He continued to practice
openness and acceptance, giving people
a start. He allowed the Public Interest
Law Collective (a young female attorney
and four colleagues) to use the office
space for six months until they moved to
Belmont St. Of course, the Scribe is

. y B \L,



currently housed in Centenary along *
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with the Willamette Learning Center.
For six months the church housed the
Oregon Rural Opportunities which helped
Chicanos with housing, employment and
education until they lost their funding.
At one time, the Non-Profit Housing Cor-
poration working out of Centenary, sold
52 houses to poor people at reasonable
prices. When Nixon was elected the project
was terminated. -

For three years the church sponsored
a youth care center for boys from 12-15
years old. The Mary Acheson House started
from a $1000 memorial fund left by the
widow. It housed five boys but needed a
population of 12 to be economically

" sound. Maintenance money from CSD, and

a lot of volunteer time were mainstays.
Lack of supervision of the boys due to
an inexperienced director led to the demise

- of this project. Harper said he put his

head on the line, using the church facilities
in many of the aforesaid ways.

During Resurrection City in Washing-
ton DC, Harper was the treasurer/fund-
raiser for the Portland delegation. They ac-
cumulated §1700 in the treasury which
had to be scrupulously guarded from
sticky fingers. There was a struggle as to who
was going to go back to the City. It was
the Blacks vs. the communists. There was
a democratic vote... Harper appealed to
the church and everyone came out and
voted. He won. Ten people traveled on a
bus to DC, nine Blacks and one white. It
was a learning experience for Harper as
near violence was the tempo of the fund-
raising.

" Since 1968, an ad hoc police relations
committee has met at Centenary every
Wednesday morning. It conducts a con-
tinuing seminar on our criminal justice
system. The members work for an under-
standing of the police as peacekeepers.
One of the major things they have accom-
plished is getting a bill passed that limits
the time one can be kept in jail in Oregon...
60 days without being brought to trial.
“By pumping ideas into the system, the
committee hopes it can facilitate changes.”
In 1976, the chief of police boycotted the
group. The reason being, that they had
created a Peacekeeping Award to be
given to an officer who handled a violent
situation in a peaceful manner. $§100
was given to a fund. The Police Depart-

_ment gave the award to a man who was

closely related to a shotgun incident (he
had shot a suspect and crippled him).
Angry letters flew. Harper asked the
police chief to resign... For six months
contact with the police department was
broken. Relations have since resumed.

Richardson, paid for the printing of
the Policewatch, which had two issues,
one on the Slow Pitcher Tavern riot and
the other on the CRISS file. An'Ad Hoc
person was on the jury of the tavern trial
and saw alot of police testimony dis-
credited. The committee now acts as a
police review board, measuring account-
ability, and giving ‘“hurt” people a place
to air their problems.
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Other innovations of this energetic

- man include a ride-along program where

civilians can see the policeman’s job through
his eyes. When Harper first requested it
here, the Dept. said that insurance and
safety were insurmountable problems.
Harper went to Washington DC and was
allowed to ride-along without being a
resident of the area. He came back and
organized twelve people who were then
allowed the privilege. People like Harper
make the bureau nervous. (The committee
also encouraged the Crime Prevention
Bureau and it is now a reality.

Harper speaks to police academy
classes as well as police-community
relation classes at PSU. He finds the city
police more resistant to change and
more authoritarian than the sheriff.s
department. “Using people’s help ti.eatens
their macho image.” He gets satisfaction
out of his police work.

Another great accomplishment, is
staying alive in an inner city neighborhood.
He has been trying hard for 12 years to
look like a legitimate Methodist minister.
Employing open decision-making, he
tries to stay close to his congregation
so that they trust him. He believes in a
teaching/preaching ministry and dealing
with issues before they reach a flash
point. Harper feels that he has gained his
freedom by exercizing it.” The Bishop |
should have done something a long time

.ago...now it is too late.” As long as he

pays his bills, he feels he is alright. He
currently uses his pulpit in such diverse
ways as inviting someone to discuss tax
resistance or giving a deserter of the Viet-
nam war a place to speak for amnesty.

When the My Latatrocities occurred
Harper had a spedial service. He further
believes that the theology of
South America leaves a place for rage...
“Christians need to be angry.” Unhappy
with capitalism (the distribution of
wealth), Harper has some sympathies for
socialism. However, he fears the bureau-
cracy of it. Ideally, he would like to see .
a plural society with private enterprise,
citing as an example, the Tenessee Valley
Authority (TVA) which has socialist
inclinations {especially economic).

“What we have now is military socialism...
we need to preserve room for innovation...
free enterprise... so that you can run risks.”

Harper sees capitalism turning people
such as Rockefeller into pirates. The
poverty situation which has always existed
during his ministry at Centenary Wilbur
has done things to him...depressing
things. The constant tensions have taken
away some of his ability to smile. In the
last six months he has made time for
classes at PSU for a bit of a break.

A fitting quote he mentioned seems to
sum up his definition of the purpose of his
ministry, ‘““The language of faith in our.
day isn’t metaphysical, it’s political.”
(Harvey Cox). I felt that I had interviewed
a remarkable man who has consistently
manipulated his profession to mirror his
beliefs. And when you are a minister that
task is doubly difficult. o
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Justas the catacombs were arefuge for persons at odds with the popular culture of first-century Rome.

+ - 50 Centenary-Wilbur Church has hecome a haven for the alienated, dropped-out and disenchanted

Church Filled With Living

By Charles McBride

Now a parking lot

LIKE the catacombs which harbored
«, Christians in an earlier era, Centenary-
“ 'Wilbur United Methodist Church at SE
“$th Ave. and Ash St. in Portland is a
rather dark, dank and decrepit place, full
of corridors leading back to little rooms
where unlikely enterprises are headquar-
tered.
Pursuing the analogy, just as the cata-
. combs were a refuge for persons at odds
with the popular culture — and even
government — of first-century Rome, so
Centenary-Wilbur Church has become a
haven for the alienated, dropped-out and
disenchanited in this place and time.
A few may have revolutionary notions;
certainly there are some radicals among
them.

An Episcopal priest, whose own more
affluent parish adjoins the turf for which
Centenary-Wilbur accepts responsibility,
characterizes his neighbor as “the only
real apostolic church in Portland.”

And like the early Christians, the mem-
bers of Centenary-Wilbur ~Methodist
Church — the few who are left — are
continually subject to the pullings and
pushings, stresses and strains, of their
consciences versus the iInfluences urging
them to conform more nearly to the
popular and accepted model of what a
church should be.

After all, Centenary-Wilbur is not a
*successful church.” Its congregation
voted three years ago to place a $50,000
mortgage on its building to secure five-
sixths of the Oregon Methodist Confer-
ence’s share of the construction cost of
Koinonia House, the inter-church center
on the Portland State College campus.

Its roof leaks copiously, the plumbing
operates noisily and spottily, and the con-
gregation worships in the former gymna-
sium.,

The large sanctuary which served the
church in better days was torn down and
the space now is a parking lot. The
Columbus Day storm of 1962 struck Cen-
tenary-Wilbur, as much else in Portland,
with a vengeance. The Jandmark steeple
was twisted, almost torn away, stained-
glass windows were broken and other
damage was so extensive the decision
finally was made not to attempt repairs.

Continuing in the rectory

That decision was another turn in the
twisted course which has taken Centen-
ary-Wilbur a long way from its former
status as one of the grand old churches
of Portland to its present search for a
new style of ministry appropriate to its
neighborhood.

For the neighborhood around Centen-
ary-Wilbur has changed. It is near Buck-
man School and Buckman is one of Port-
land’s southeast *‘poverty pockets.”

In fact, it may almost be said that
Centenary-Wilbur is in a non-neighbor-
hood. Buckman School has a 100 per cent
turnover in its enrollment each year,
indicating the area is typical of “The
Secular City” Harvard Theologian Har-
vey Cox describes in his book of that
title.

The characteristics of the secular city,
Cox says, are mobility and anonymity.
Its people are on wheels, moving, barely

touching, seldom attempting or wanting
to know one another deeply.

The secular city is a far cry from the
farm towns of a generation or two ago or
a century or two ago — the rural culture
which shaped America’s churches, made
them extensions of the friendly, suppor-
tive (and controlled) atmosphere of the
small towns in which they were located.

When Centenary-Wilbur’s congregation
voted in late 1962 to tear down the dam-
aged steeple and sanctuary, patch up
the south wall and make a new entrance
to the remodeled gymnasium, most
members saw it as another giant step
towards oblivion.

Back in 1935, the church had a mem-
bership of 1,500, but immediately after
World War II the exodus of Portland to
the suburbs began. For awhile, member-
ship of Centenary-Wilbur re ined fairly

began. By 1960 there were only 544 on th
church rolls and the question of th
church’s future loomed large amon
those who were left. Many who kept thei
membership at Cententary-Wilbur wer
already residents of the suburbs or mor
attractive sections of the city, who eac
Sunday morning made the sentimentz
journey back to SE 9th Avenue.

Temporary use of the gym for worshi
was seen as a sort of holding action unt
members were able to bridge the gap t
reality and accept the inevitable demis
of their beloved church.

What happened next may not hav
been a resurrection, because the patien
was not quite dead — but it perhaps wil
turn out to be a miraculous cure, al
though that is by no means certain. Th
congregation now numbers about 160 -
not much more than 10 per cent of th

bership in its heyday.

stable, but in the early 1950’s the decline

Many,who have stayed

were nominal Christians hefore

In June, 1965, a new minister, the Rey
A. Harper Richardson, was assignm
mﬁ?ytwmrmthodis: Church. H
was educated at Carleton College i
Minnesota, the University of Minnesot:
and Garret Theological Seminary 1
Evanston, 111

Richardson is one of the “new breed’

In better days—since 1890

6 Nyl'tlxwest Magazine, Sunday, February 2, 1969

of ministers who, if they stay in the insti
tutional church at all, are dedicated t
some radical changes.

Yet Harper Richardson belies any
stereotype of a radical. He does have :
mustache, but that might be more a mo
tion of conformity than any evidence he i
kicking over the traces.

For the Centenary-Wilbur minister’s
environment puts him among varied anc
marvelous  hirsute  adornments = —
beards, whiskers, long hair and side
burns. Richardson’s mustache is really
pretty conservative.

He is quiet, self-effacing to a fault, ¢
scholar, a thinker, not particularly ;
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The poor, the disinherited, the rejected persons in that little world of Centenary-Wilbur
know God loves them because they see evidence of thatlove,

leader of men, yet beneath his calm ex-
terior, behind his reasonable words, are
passion, impatience, an insistence that
the Christian imperative is revolution.

One of Richardson’s young constitu-
ents 1Is Dgxg gox, who has office space
at Centenary-Wilbur as a draft counselor.
Also headquartered there is the Resis-
tance, a group dedicated to non-coopera-
tion with the Selective Service System
and willing to accept the consequences of
its non-violent protest.

Cox expresses his feelings about the
connection  between  Centenary-Wilbur
and the Resistance this way:

Mt s logical for the Resis to be
n & church, because mﬁ%and is
the greatest revolutionary of all time. We
believe it is doubtful that Christ would
have carried a draft card.

“And the Resistance is talking about a
revolution ~ a revolution for all men
through brotherhood.”

He explains that although not all the
church’s members support or even sym-
pathize with the objectives of the Resist-
ance, they nevertheless accept the offi-
clal position of the Methodist Church as
expressed in its discipline. In part, it
states: “We recognize the right of the
individual to answer the call of his gov-
ernment according to the dictates of his
Christian conscience. We also recognize
that non-violent resistance can be a valid
form of Christian witness.”

The Board of Trustees of Cententary-
Wilbur voted unanimously last November
19, to permit the Resistance to use a
room on the fourth floor of the church
building for its office. The privilege was
also extended to another group affiliated
with the American Friends Service Com-
mi which offers draft counseling.

t was a natural development which
hrought the Resistance and other groups
concerned with the draft and the Viet-
nam War to Centenary-Wilbur -Church.
They came because young people were
finding this church accepted them. A
year ago plans were made to cope with
an expected influx of “alienated youth’
to Portland—runaways, kids hung up on
drugs or just turned off from “straight
soclety.”

Portland did not become the mecca for
the dropout crowd last summer, al-
though hundreds of youngsters came
here, stayed awhile and then left. While
they were here some stayed at Together
House, near Centenary-Wilbur, a*ﬁer—

ative “crash pad” which welcomed
youngsters who came into the strange

Entrance to rectory

expressed in the lives of people in the church.

. .. arevolution of all men through brotherhood.”

city and by word of mouth learned about
it,

Soon a regular Wednesday night pot-
luck supper at Centenary-Wilbur drew
kids from Together House and the wider
youth community. There were times
when there just was no more room at
Together House, and the overflow over-
nighters. stayed at the church, sleeping
on the floor or in the pews.

The “floating youth community’”of the
summer vacation period is no longer the
probl but the Wednesd ght pot-
luck supper continues to thrive. There is
no program and no consistent turnout of
the same people, but each Wednesday
evening there are about 30 high school
and college age young people present,
joined by a few middle-age couples or
individuals who bring a hot dish from
their “straight society” kitchens.

“It i3 a warm, open, informal time,"”
Richardson says. Adults in the congrega-
tion, including Mrs, Thomas Acheson, wi-
dow of a former minister of Centenary-
Wilbur now in her 70s, say it is the time
they learn it is possible for young people
to know and trust those who are over 30.
Mrs. Acheson thinks this is possible “be-
cause we talk about real problems—like
whether the Ladies Aid or the Resistance
will get first choice over use of the as-
sembly hall.”

Davi er is a member of Together
House’s *‘corporate community.” He also
Is a member of Centenary-Wilbur, and
administrator of the “‘runaway program’
which is part of the youth ministry of the
Greater Portland Council of Churches.
He sees his job  TTSL @S expresamg
the ‘“‘caring’ of the church and is frank
to say he is an evangelist.

“Evangelism”—although the word real-
ly means “telling the good news’’—turns
off most young people. ‘“‘But when we get
the word across which means that we
oare, then lines of communication begin
to open which enable us to say to a kid
that drugs are a cop-out and involvement
with people has more meaning,"” Hopper
says.

From the planning for the summer
program came the opening of a coffee
house, the “Ninth Street Exit,” at Cen-

e

The Poor People’s
Alliance
is a grassroots

organization of folks . ..

tenary-Wilbur. It's open every night from
8:30 to midnight and usually has live
music ranging from folk singing to hard
rock. 2

It's a mystery why people want to be-
long to Centenary-Wilbur—until  one
thinks about it. Well, it has thoughtful
members; perhaps that has something to
do with it.

Don’t begin by assessing Centenary--«

Wilbur according to the usual scale of
values of churches. Youw'll go mad. Not
only are there money problems, but
members constantly are called upon to
defend the kooky things that are going on
there.

James é}vls%kﬁ', chairman of the
church's official board, is one who has
given a lot of thought to it. A teacher, he
Is chairman of the department of social
studies at Gresham High School.

Ylvisaker believes that it has taken
courage to stay with Centenar-Wilbur.
“During the last few years, church mem-
bers have either adjusted to what is hap-
pening, or they have left the church,” he
says, and adds, “Many who have stayed
with it were nominal Christians before,
and now have “turned on’ and ave prac-

ticing a living, viable faith.”

The board chairman and others in the
church see their minister as a symbol of
the new meaning that has enlivened their
faith, Harper Richardson is unwilling to
give in to authority, either ecclesiastical
or civil, if he believes its wrong. He
currently is a quiet but persistent voice
of protest against what he terms a “‘gim-
mick” recently proposed by the Metho-
dist hierarchy to raise funds by publish-
ing commitments of the ministers and
their congregations. “I want no such

- gratuitous notoriety,” he told his people.

He really meant he wouldn’t cooperate
with the system.

His are the sane and searching ques-
tions raised in an ad hoc commities
which is attempting to establish a Police-
Community Relations program in the
Portland Police Bureau. He is called on
to speak before groups of clergymen,
nuns, social workers and even service
clubs about the feelings, the gut experi
ences, of the unemployed, the persons on
welfare in his neighborhood.

Then, on Sundays, he reports to his
congregation on the progress — or lack
of it — in the world around Centenary-
Wilbur, He reminds them that this is the
world God “so loved that he gave hls
only Son ...”

The poor, the disinherited, the rejected
persons in that little world of Centenary«
Wilbur know God loves them because
they see evidence of that love, expressed
in the lives of people in the church.

The P € *g<Alliance is a grass-
roots organization of folks from Port-
land’s poverty pockets, both black and
white, interested in political action which

i

may lead to relief of the predicament of
thosecaught by-deprivation. The Alliance
recently began to circulate petitions call-
ing for lower bus fares. These people
know, from their own experience, that it
is the low income, elderly and retired
persons who do not have automobiles
who most need dependable, cheap public
transportation.

The Poor People’s Alliance got started
at Centenary-Wilbur, Now it has moved
elsewhere, but will be welcomed back
when it needs a place to meet.

Poor people need jobs, and one of the
recruiters for the Concentrated Employ-
ment Pmﬁ?m is ed at Cen-
tenary-wilbur. He is the Rev. Fred
Braunschweiger, a Luthern s

(Continued on page 8)
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liturgy (or lack of it), the hymns, the
meeting place or other churchly elements
of its life. But time and again, he is told
by persons who attend there regularly,
and soon he senses it himself. This is &
community of persons who care for one
another and for the world around them.
All this activity in the world and in the
neighborhood of Centenary-Wilbur makes
it a tenuous situation, however. The
church’s small congregation cannot in-
definitely maintain its building program
and ministry. A modest bequest from one
of its members helps, but “If things go
well, this would enable the church to
continue for perhaps two years longer, n0
more,” Harper Richardson believes.
Yet he believes more than this. In a
recent sermon just before the start of
the new year, Richardson set before his
congregation his articles of faith in Cen-
tenary-Wilbur and its peculiar opportuni-
ties for ministry in today's kind of world.
“The inner city is the place where all
the life of today coalesces,” he told his
little flock. He acknowledged that the
process of a church’s movement from a
. conventional ministry to one which
emphasizes & relationship to the world
outside its doors is “seductive.”
“No longer do I preach a Methodist

Centenary-Wilbur
has alitile time.
it will use that time,
Richardson says,

“for a fullfillment . . 22

doctrine of perfection,” Richardson said.
Rather he sees the necessity for a “faith-
, ful realism”—a recognition not only of
the human condition in individuals:
Man'’s frailty, his despair, his confronta-
tion with contradiction—but also an as-
- sessment of the social, economic and
political pressures to which man is sub-

ject.

He sees that Centenary-Wilbur inevita-
bly will be misunderstood, even feared,
by individuals and by conventional insti-
tutions—both secular and religious—who
. are threatened by the quality of life and

love that is found there.

Centenary-Wilbur Methodist Church, in

' one degree or another, soon is noticed. It
- “makes waves”; it deals with people not
seen in other churches—the poor, the
uneducated, unskilled, unwashed, socie-
ty’s rejects. Conventional people and con-
" ventional churches are embarrassed by
such goings-on.

Yet, Richardson told his congregation,
it may be that Centenary-Wilbur is right
and its critics wrong. He is not arrogant’
1 when he suggests this, but he says it with

some confidence. “We may be able to
reveal to the whole church the real
meaning of the church as a body made
up of diverse members. We may be able
to demonstrate the peace of discipline
and order based on caring for one anoth-
er.”

The realization of this vision, however,
rests on the church’s finding ways to buy
time enough to set out on the road to the
vision. In concrete terms, it must pay its
bills.

Centenary-Wilbur has a little time. It
will use that time, Richardson says, “for
a fulfillment and continued revealing of
the truth we already have.”

*
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“Centenary-Wilbur isthe only church I fee] like reécommending t, People whe

'

aretoo poor 1o have “Sunday clothes™ or who h

ave given up the church,, »
g

(Continyeq from Page 7

and his concern is the “hard-core unem-
ployed” berson, the person who lacks
educaﬁon, job skills and a record . of

an €x-convict, g Prostitute, ap alcohoh'c,
& parolee,

ches, which worked with the Buckman
Commmzity Action Center to distribute

Service Center ip Northeast Portland,
FISH and the Buckman Center provided
the volunteer manpower whjch answered
the needs of hundreds of families who
had not received their welfare checks o
who, because of age, illness or inﬂ‘rmity,
were unable to get to a store,

early Christians) has its office at Centen-
ary-Wilbur. Directed by Jean Hj 3
tham formerly of East-CAP™ regularly
Mes food, clothing, transportation.
furniture, assistance in finding housiag or
Providing chilg care, and gives other
€nergency services, $
Evidence that the church isn’t 5 closed
Corporation, 5 cut-off~from-the—world

Wilbur, many of ‘them focused on
probiems of the poor who are the
chirch’s constituents iy the 1960s.

The community actipn program of the

vected by the Rev, Vern Weiss, 5 beard-
€d Presbyteriay IS CeT, holds g
weekly “poverty lunch” at the church,

e neighborhood of ) faiths, or who Accepting the resistance and othey groups

ple, the youth at the coffee hougse and in
Centenary-Wilbur receives $25 g month fi?:; mumcth{l;accélon P robgrgms, and the or-

each for renta) of FISH and East-CAP ry fnem e}.s‘ n
oifices, paid by the Council of Chyrches, 'I:oge_ﬁherl they comprise 4 fellowship
(§r P ’grou‘ps don’t Day rent, but the Deo- which is dxffl'c:u!t to define, byt it is real.
ple involved “usually pitcl; in to help “Ce‘nte_znaxy-Wx]bur is the only church
with custodia) chores,” the minister says. feel like onCommending  to People who
Besides the youth-or,iented and boverty are too poor to have “Sunday Clothes™ or,
Y g who have given up the church,” Weiss

says,

What is Teligion? What does it mean to
be religious, Chn‘stianly speaking?
To answer these basic questions jg

able on occasion to Speak of God quite
openly and a5 j¢ were naturally,” {
And then comes the stirring challenge\
from Bonhoeffer, hanged by fpe Nazis
when he was only 39, a challenge which

««« Dietrich Bonhoeffer

1 s a non-profit. houginy corporation Circh stangs not where humap powers
,:,EZ?, ;a: co?ﬁpﬁe(:ed :oss&o}’m resp;genﬁa] “I tell them they wil l?e accepted here may hape started give out, op the bo‘x;ders, but in the cep,
rehabilitation Program and hag 2 second whatevgr they are Wearing or whateyer Z . ter of the village.
73,000 project approved by FHA; there they phmk about churches,” he adds, what nowis goingon,,, Harvey Cox, the author of “The Secu.
je q bi-weekly Community  newgpaper eIss - tells about 5 Reed  College lar City” which pe Wrote as a discussjon
The Southeast Yoice; a non-profit “Print- Student, a girl ‘who hag been reareq g 3 > guide for young people, magde “village”
g SEVICETNRh, . moes the church’s Presbyterian byt Who t01d him she haqyy tions with its mempers and from the i Bonhoeifer’s quotatjon read “city,” fo
multilith machine; two beace movement een to church_ since she Was 13 “pe- spirit one senses in jts dark Passage- the city is where living goes on in the
Organizations which have office space Cause churches Just aren’t witp it.” ways. . 196 .
there, the World  within, ice She. workeq for East.cap as a volun- A German Lutheran bastor and theolo. With the theology that comeg “from
and the United WWon Federalists. teer Comnunity  seryjeq Worker, ghe glan who wag martyred by the Nagis Bonhoeffer gng Cox and many otherg
The m, addition to the fqund that Centenary—Wilbur Church g during World war 11, Dietrich Bonhoeff- BOes a style of life Patterned more after
church’s varied brogram wag brovided different from .the comfortahle church €I, may have started wha 0W is goin, that of the first-century Chn'stians-who
by The T, a drama group she Jeft .35 a child; jt jg o the scene of on at Centenary-Wilbur Church in Port. held their meetings in houses, shops,
dedicated to Production of serious plays the - action, land Writing from Prison, he spoke of anywhere they could gather ang (when
which  deal igp life’s issues, oftan The other day she told Weiss hey father religionless Christianity” gnq asked they literally “were driven underground)
controversia] ones. When it moved to has stopped attending church, His rea- n what Way are we in & religionlesg the catacombs of Rome~than after twen,
Centenary-WiIbur last fa]] from Highland Sons? Churcheg nhowadays are 00 mixed and secular senge Chnshans, in what tieth~century church goers,
United Church of Christ, the New. Thea- Up in poljtics Social action, pe says Way are we the ‘Ekklesia, thoge who are That early Christian Style of Jife wag
Yer presenteq William Hanley’s “sjou “They are fylf of peacenickg, he com. called forth’, pot conceiving of ourselyeg Characterizeq by 4 SOrt of “Incognito_,
ance on the Killing Groung’ 0 appre- Plains,iand pins darkly that “maybe the religiously g specially fayored, but as hiddennesg Which made jt difficult to gip.
ative audiences ang critical acclaim, Communists are behind jt » wholly belonging to the world?" gle out the Christian from gne man on
em Weiss, director of East-CAp, sees The: fact js that some Centenary-wi}. Bonhoeffer describes 5 curious experi. © Street—unti] tha¢ Primary mark of
Centenazy—Wﬂbur Church a5 umque, It jg bur members haye felt Something Jike ence which many Ministers, bastors and Chrlstzﬂmty came through go DPlainly that
unusual, of course, for g4 church to have that - aboyt their church Almost a11 of priests of today are discoven‘ng i3 their a fust-century Secular historian was moy-
&round jt the Variety of human beings those members haye 8one, taken their experience, toq, “While 1 often shrink ed to write: “Behold those Christiang,
Which the yarjeq Interests of thig church membership elsewhere of left the church With religioys people from Speaking of how they Joye one another)
gather togethey the poor, the transi. - entirely, “Why can't the church stick o God by name,” Bonhoeffey Wrote, « |~ The Visitor to Centenary—Wﬂbur Metho-
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Centenary Wi

By DENISE MEYER
of The Oregonlan staff

An end to a unique Portland minis-
try will come Sunday when the doors of
Centenary Wilbur United Methodist
Church close for the last time.

The word “ministry” has been used
broadly by the financially stressed in-
ner-city congregation that is vacating
the building at Southeast Ninth Avenue
and Pine Street before another expen-
slve winter heating season begins.

Known as Portland’s true funky
church, Centenary Wilbur has been
been considered more of g political-
soclal-art collective during the last two
decades than as a conventional church.

The Sunday service sports a strong,
dedicated core congregation of 30 to 40
participants, Pastor Don Barnhart es-
timated recently. But probably 10 to 20
times that number have walked through
the church’s doors each week to be en-
tertained by the increasingly fine plays
put on by The Production Co., by the
work of the Moving Space Dance Col-£
lective, or by the music and ambiance ot
The Ninth St. Exit Coffeehouse.

The three-story building also houses
a cluster of social and political non-
profit groups such as the National Orga-
nization for Women; Trojan 'Decommis-
sioning Alliance; Citizen's Party; New
American Movement; Northwest Draft
Counseling Center, Oregon Coalition
Against the Draft; Oregon Solar Insti-
tute; Coalition for Safe Power; Commit-
tee for Atomic Veterans of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki; Latin Worker's Associa-
tion; and, of course, a recycling center.

But to Barnhart and his congre-
gants, social consciousness was and is

St g
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PASTOR DON BARNHART

as much a part of the church’s ministry
as conventional religious services.

“Centenary Wilbur is a center in
Portland for alternative political and
arts activity,” Barnhart said. “The peo-
ple who have remained in the congrega-
tion have seen this building act as an
extension of the church’s ministry — a
way to give organizations on a shoe-
string budget a low rent place so they
can strive for social justice, social
change. That should be a part of our
ministry.”

The young pastor, who joined the
congregation last summer, said socially
conscious ministry is especially crucial

In the inner city, where much of a com-
munity's poor, elderly and minority
members reside.

“We are facing the serious problem

of exurbanization — the flow of people, " -

Jobs, skills and knowledge to the sub-
urbs,"” he said.
“When the new companies such as

Tektronix and Intel move out to the

suburbs, and then the restaurants and
movie theatres follow, the middle class
people no longer have to drive into the
city for their culture. In turn, the feder-
al government also will move its serv-

Ices out to the suburbs to be close to the ;,

majority of people. But what about the
people who can’t move: the elderly, the
young, the low-income blacks? "

“That's why I fear for the cities,”l
Barnhart continued. “It's like the}-

ground is moving from under our feet.
don't think the political parties under:
stand what's happening to these people.
I don’t think anyone is taking up their|
cause.”

But just because the Centenary Wil-
bur doors are closing, doesn’t mean the
congregation is going to quit.

Barnhart said his group will be
meeting in members’ homes until the
group locates an old house or storefront
to become the new Centenary Wilbur.

“It was really clear during the:
whole process when we were talking .
about moving or selling the church,” he
said, “that we would stay in this inner
city (Southeast) area. It is vital that the
minorities, the poor, the Native Ameri-
cans, gay people — all oppressed people
have a liveable place in the city. Making
the inner cities liveable is our mission.”

¥
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our abandoningbuiiding, but not

b

The pastor said he regretted that the
congregation has had to end its twice-
weekly free lunch program for the poor
and transient population from the Burn-
side, Grand and Union Avenue areas,
bui Yoped such service will be rejuve-
nated when a new facility is found.

“I feel that we have come full circle
from the beginning of the Centenary
Wilbur Church in 1864,” Barnhart said.
The first services were held that year
by William Royall, a pioneer Methodist
minister who held the services in his

“own home, according to the pastor.

“Royall was also concerned about
his mission in the city,” he said, “and he
built the first church that was only 32-
feet-by-50-feet on this property. Now
we are back to meeting in homes, and
will be in search of another modést
space, like he was.”

The first structure was built in 1866

'— the 100-year anniversary of the Me-

thodist church in America, from which
came the “Centenary” name. The Wil-
bur name originated with the Rev.
James H. Wilbur who organized and
built the First Methodist Church in
Portland.
" The congregation enjoyed fruitful
years after a large building of rusticated
grey stone was built in 1890 that faced
on Sandy Boulevard. Barnhart said
membership was as high as 1,600 to
2,000 in the 1920s and '30s, but mem-
bership started to drop when people
started moving out of the inner city
neighborhood.

“The changing population patterns

"In the inner city are what have affected

MOVING OUT — Political and artistic groups, as well as
the Centenary Wilbur congregation, will be lc}#king for

the church the most,” Barnhart said.
“But the other major disaster came
when the Columbus Day Storm (of
1962) tore the massive church steeple
down, They also discovered dry rot at
that time and decided to level the
church. The effect of that was just de-
vastating.”

Since that time the Centenary Wil-
bur Church has been in a building that
doesn’t resemble a church at all, The
present building that the group is trying
to sell was built in 1927-28 as the
church’s educational wing. Weekly
services have been held in the former
gymnasium, which has also since dou-
bled as a theatre and performance space
for a number of groups.

Another major change came in 1965
when Barnhart's predecessor, the Rev.
Austin Harper Richardson, took over as
pastor, and started the practice of rent-
ing space to progressive political and
artistic groups who have added their

its ministry
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new homes next week when the Centenary Wilbur Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Southeast Portland is closed.

color and flavor to the building ever
since. :

At times the theatre sets have not
formed an entirely appropriate back-
drop for Sunday services, Barnhart said,
as he chuckled over the set for the rau-
cous play, “In the Boom Boom Room.”

“Sometimes it's been a challenge,”
he admitted.

Ironically enough, Oct. 12 — Co-
lumbus Day — was inadvertently se-
lected as the last day of formal service
in the church, Barnhart said. The ser-
vice will be held at 11 a.m. and a pot-
luck will follow at 12:30 p.m.

Sleazy Pieces, a lively Portland band
which got its start in the Ninth St. Exit,
and Ciganski Igraski, a Balkan dancing
troupe, will perform along with others
at a farewell party beginning at 1:15
p.m.

“I don’t want this to be a funeral,
you know,” Barnhart said. “We're go-
ing to have a good time.”




l;ENEFIT SALE.for Centenary«Nilbur Metho-
iy Q dist Church, 9am-4pm in the basement, 215

k\‘) SE 9th. Help keep red churck in the biack!

Building
to be sold
by church

!
maintaining the facility.

Accordlng to the Rev. |
Don Barnhart, pastor for !
the church, the $40,000 ba-
sic maintenance budget
has been straining the 40 .
members of the congrega-
tion and the community |
groups which give the !
church donations when
they use space in the
17,000-square-foot  build-
ing. He said additional
needs for the building in-
clude work on the oil heat-
ing system and the roof.
The church was built in.
1927.

Centenary Wllbur
earned a reputatlon during
the 1960s and early 1970s
as a home for countercul-
ture groups, draft counsel-
ing groups, programs to

feed the poor and a staging |

center for musical and the-
ater productions.

If the bullding is sold,
Barnhart said, the con-
gregation hopes to relocate
in smaller quarters.

‘

L~23 Ormeed

Church %\ijre
3rd arson

Portland fire bureau investigators
have determined that a fire at the
Centenary Wilbur Methodist Church
Sunday night, the third in six months,
was started by an arsonist.

Sunday’s fire at 215 SE 9th Ave.
caused $7,000 damage, officials said. A
March 8 blaze, also a case of arson,
destroyed $35,000 in property. On May
5, $50 damage was sustained.

The first fire was started in a stor-
age room of FISH headquarters on the
second floor of the church. Damage was
S0 great that the organization was (

A

forced to move, director Jean Higginbo-
tham said.

Sunday’s blaze was contained in an
unused portion of the building. Fire in-
vestigators do not know if the two inci-
dents are related.

“At first I thought it was a vendetta
against FISH” Ms. Higginbotham said.
“Now it looks like one against the
church.” '
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Eounterculture
loses leader

By ALANK. CTA
of The Oregonlen staff

The preacher rocked back and forth at the pulpit
and, for a moment, seemed to search for words to
express what he felt. But in the end, there were no
more words.

The Rev. Harper Richardson gave his farewell
sermon Sunday and officially left the Centenary Wil-
bur Methodist Church in Southeast Portland that he
made famous as a mecca for Portland’s counterculture
during the late 1960s and early 1970s.

And a tumultuous era in the city’s history quietly
came to a close.

It was a day to remember the freedom rides, sit-
ins, protest marches and all the other ploys and causes
that seemed so meaningful a decade ago.

Dressed in a tweed jacket, brown slacks and two-
tone cowboy boots, the 50-year-old Richardson deliv-
ered a typically low-key sermon. Remember the
1960s, he said.

“What made these youthful 19605 activists re-
markable is that, at a time when everything around
them was going downhill, they went against the cur-
reat, they went uphill and prevailed. Tk2se young men
and women gave a direction to tkeir living, they made
their lives mean something.”

There should have been music — a ballad by Joan
Baez or Bob Dylan. It would have been a fitting end to
the 1960s in Portland. But on Sunday, there were only
words and memories.

In the short coffee hour after Richardson’s final
service Sunday, those who have known him over the
last 14 years gathered to pay their respects.

There was Ruth Haefner, matriarch of the Gray
Panthers; freelance writer Tom Gaddis, a longtime
friend; and, in one corner, Ken Swanson.

Swanson was one of the most publicized draft
résisters in Portland during the 1960s and served six
months in federal prison plus two years’ community
service as a janitor at Reed College. Swanson remem-
bered Richardson’s commitment to help the under-
ground “resistance” counsel draft dodgers at the
church.

CHe did g0 mpoh oEnd gever wankesd day of ey
credit,” recalled N .aefner.

The draft resisters were among scores of com-
mumty groups housed at the church under Richard-
son's program of finding “alternative uses” for church
space.

Others included programs for troubled youth, a
crisis switchboard, low-income food programs, the
Portland Scribe unde:ground newspaper and several
arts and political groups.

On Sunday, Richardson recalled numerous high-
lights. There was the time Joan Baez led a packed
house in a draft caré burn-in. There were the rallies
for the lettuce strike and the trip to Resurrection City
in Washington, D.C.

And, of course, there was the visit of President
Richard M. Nizsn’s wife, Pat, to the FISH food-for-
the-pcor program, with “two busloads of reporters.
to show the “Republicans’ concern for the poor.’

Later this month, Richardson will begin a three-
month sabbatical in Latin America to study the new
“liberation theology” of Cathclic priests in oppressed
countries. He will return in June to begin a pastorate
at another Methocist chur<h in Oregon, which has not
been chosen.

“P'Il miss it, but I need a new identity,” explained
Richardson. “I need a change.”

What will become of Centenary Wilbur Church is
unclear. Current tenants, including the 60-member
congregation, the Trojan Decommissioning Alliance, a
theater group and a coffee hou:e, nave said they want
to continue the church’s “counterculture tradition.”

But no replacement for Richardson has been cho-
sen.

Built in the 1890s, the church saw great change
under Richardson, who arrived in Portland in 1965.
Richardson said he caine to the city after being booted
out of churches in Cleveland, Yakima and Coos Bay
beca:se of his strong political beliefs.

“When I got here, this church was silk-stocking
establishment,” recallecd Richardson.

Not any more. “He (Richardson) is a person who
feels for the downtrodden,” said longtime congrega-
tion member Paul Libbey. “We had 850 members
before. Now we have 60. But I truly believe Harper
changed things for the hetter. Those who didn’t think
50 left.

“Bemg a member of this churc!: requires more
than going to Sunday service. It demands time,"
money, energy and deep, creative thought,” he said.
“And that scares people off.”





