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University Park Neighborhood Association Comments on Council Item # 589 
2040 Portland Freight Plan  July 12, 2023 
 
The University Park Neighborhood Association's board and its Transportation 
Committee supports the proposed 2040 Portland Freight Plan, and calls out pages 33-36 
of Exhibit A and the entire discussion of Earthquake Resilience.  We appreciate PBOT's 
inclusion of the concerns of hundreds of community residents that the Plan address this 
important issue which impacts all of the residents of St Johns, Portsmouth, Cathedral 
Park and University Park neigborhoods. 
 
However, the 2040 Freight Plan could be improved by increasing the priority for 
projects that will increase public safety on the North Portland Peninsula.   
 
Specifically the City Council could direct  PBOT (even verbally) to aggressively work 
with its partners to secure funding to rebuild the Lombard Bridge over the BNSF 
Railroad Cut and the bridge and interchange of Columbia Blvd and North Portland Way.  
These are critical bridge structures that must survive an earthquake (either Cascadia or 
West Hills) event. Without these two bridges Rivergate, St Johns, Cathedral Park are cut 
off from all of Portland – with no way out or in.  
 
We also note that the proposed new Aquatic Center to be located at Northgate Park is 
almost immediately adjacent to the BNSF Railroad Cut.  It is particularly vulnerable to 
an earthquake event and is located in the high diesel particulate maps shown in Exhibit 
A.  This is a major new public project that was not included in  
the PBOT 2040 Freight Plan and it could impact freight mobility and pedestrian safety. 
 
Thomas Karwaki 
Chair, University Park Neighborhood Association 
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