'On 5/9/75, the following persons were reportedly memberz or
asgsociates of the PRAIRIE FIRE STUDY GROUP at Seattle:

PAUL RUDOLPH ZILSEL
NANCY JAYE WHITNACK
PETER MICHARL WINTER
CARL PHILLIP STROMSNESS
" GARY 1EE DILLON

JUDY DILLON

1EA EDDS (507 12th Ave, iast) Seattle)

This group was formed to read and study the Weatherman
urban-guerrilla manual "Prairie Fire'" which has been sold over
the counter at Paul Zilsel's Store: "lLeft Bank Book Store" in
Pike Street Market, Seattle,

According to Seattle Business l.icense records, the
Left Bank Book Store is owned by PAUL ZILSEL and JO MAYNE.

RALPH PATRICK FORD listed the Left Bank Book Store as
prior employment.

. Other persons noted as working at the LBBS include
LYNN MARIE THORNDYCRAFT, SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK (nee: Weisfield),
(latelyg Mrs. JAMES WESIEY AKERS, who is now imprisoned for past
- bombing activity at Portland and Seattle) , . )

on ¥ 9/29/75, GLENN PETER YOUNG, aka Glen Young,
who operates the Cascadia Treatment Center in Segttle, and who
has attended numerous left-wing demonstrations at Seattle during
the past three or four years, was identified as a right-hand
assistant of PAUL ZILSEL.

¥XX WAYNE NORMAN GRYTTING (dob 6/8/48, 5'10" 155#)
has been closely associated with ZILSEL within the past two years,
and was member of the UNITED FPANT FOR POLITICAL DEFENSE, an ad hoc
group formed by Paul Zilsel to assist xkmxdgfrrxe in providing
mEYIExsX moral support for persons arrested with JAMES WESLEY AKERS
and XXXXKM LYNN BRUCE MEYFR, aka Ronald Scheller regarding bombing
activity, and possession of bomb devices at Seattle two years ago.

Other persons included in the UNITED FRONT FOR PODITICAL
DEFENSF, included JO MAYNE, SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK, BREBEKXKHRERMKNEPYXEY
FREDERICK ELWIN SALING(dob 6/6/#4) STANLEY IVERSCN, dXEGKXKANKXN&X

(dob 6/22/27), JOHN OLIN LANNINGaka ''J "
KENNETH BRUCE HUEBEL, aka Bruce Hx kaﬂuegg}f a Ex%ﬁ,%g;gm}/ %ﬂ;



e ;‘m .

dob 3/24/49), DAVID B. BROWN (dob 10/12/44), COLLEEN P.
DICKENSON (dob 5/9/34; TIMOTHY JOIN LYNCH (dob 11/15/38)

PAUL RUDOLPH ZIISEL

dob 5/6/23 in Vienna, Austria

Member Communist Party, USA from 1943-48, expelled

in 1948, for differences with CP policy. Was professor of

~physics at Case Western Baserve University at Cleveland, was
let go following various incétements to riot on campus. Came
to Seattle, was professor of physics at UMW, was let go for
radical acftfwity. Co-owner of Left Bank Book Store, founder
of "Prarie Fire Study Group'" at Seattle in 1975, which ended
about June, 1975,

JO MAYNE

dob 5/19/25

brown/brown 5'8" 170#, aquiline nose, receding chin,
stout build, usually wears 1on§efloor-lenth dresseés,
Co=-owner with Paul Zilsel, of left Bank Book Store;
Former member of ''Catholic Resistance'" movement at
los Angeles, is oriented toward communism, but does
not support violence where injury is present. Will
support violence where necessary to gain attention to
a revoluthanary ''cause'" when all else fails.

PETER MICHAEL WINTER

dob 8/5/34, Male, white, brown eyes 160#, 6'0"
Oon 11/12/74, lived at 222 17th East (upper apt.)
Wife BRENDA (poesibly identical with BRENDA CARTER
Arrived 1973 from California.

BRENDA LEE CARTER

Last address: 4/73: 218 - 17th East, Seattle
Dob 2/24/49 ’
ROGER HENRY LIPPMAN

dob 11/7/47 5'7" 125 pounds
FBI# 824 067 G

Early member of the Seattle Liberation Front and was
member of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)- Weatherman
faction at Scattle, Was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury on

4/16 ;70 for violation of Antiriot Laws, at Seattle.
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DIANE STATES

Name listed with that of NANCY WHITNACK in 1975,
as receiving mail at P,O. Box 12835, Scattle; possibly resides
" with NANCY WHITNACK, and was listed at prev1ous address with
WHITNACK,

Further identity unknown.

. BABRR AR MERBIRT L
KATIE ANNE MITCHELL

Dob 6/4/u48
S SAN

Has son, Meliano Mitchell, born 9/27/70.

5¢7'" 120#, Blue/brown

Mother is Tana Boyle Mitchell, born 6/28/26,
presently resies at 3862 21lst St., San Francisco,CA.

Resided at 121 13th Ave, East, Seattle, during Spring
of 1972, which ¥as frequented by known members of the Weatherman
support group, including Richard James Ayers, bopther of Weatherman
fugitive Bill Ayers. KATIE MITCHELL believed to have lived as
common-law wife of Seattle Weatherman activist Robert Portsche

KEEE:} in 197z.

LYNN MARIE TIORNDYCRAFT

PDOB: 2/19/49 at Clinton, Ontario, Canada
became U.S, Citizen in 9/26/66.

Unmarried. »

5'8", 1 g, light brown-red hair;blue eyes

SSAN _ .

SEPD # 71-10108

Previously employed as lab or labrary adsistant at
University Hospital, Seattle,

Has regularly associated with PAUL ZILSEL, as girl-friedd
over past several years, and has been seen recently
in his close company,



dob 3/4/55

NANCY JAYE WHITNACK

i

aka Nancy Joyce Whitnack,
Michelle Whitnack
born Nancy Jaye Koukol
Husband is JEFFREY TIIOMAS WHITNACK
L Was employed at Coleman's Lunch in August, 1975.

Attended High School at Carmichael, California, a suburb
of Sacramento. There she met JEFFREY TI.OMAS WHITNACK, an SDS

- leader at the High School. Later JEFFREY T. OMAS WHITNACK and

RALPH PATRICK FORD were both picked up for questioning regarding
various paintspray vandalism of high schools in the area, also
fire-bombings of schools and colleges in the area,

SUBRANNE FLORENCE KIRKPATRICK

JEFFREY THOMAS WH ITNACK

nee: Suzanne Florence Rx Weisfield

aka: Susanne Reibman (married name)
Suzanne Kirkpatrick (" ' )
Mrs., Charles Clifford Kirkpatrick
Suzanne leBray (revolutionary name)
Mrs, James Wesley Akers (married name)

dob 12/9/38

Was associated with United Front for Political Defense,
where she met and married Jamew Wesley Akers, She has worked
at Left Bank Book Store, and associated with PAUL ZILBEL since
that time -~ aprox 1973,

aka Jeffrey Christensen, Albert E. Cowan
dob 5/5/53 at San Francisco
6'1" 200#, brown/ hazel

Graduated from High School at Citrus Heights, California,
was hi-school leader of SDS at Sacramento area, and published
underground newspapers there, Was questioned at Sacrametito re
paintspray vandalism and arson bombings of schools there. Also
questioned in re same activity there was RAPPH PATRICK FORD,

Was arrested 1/71 by San Francisco PD for poss. of narcotics,
stolen property and explosive devices., (rdleased for lack of evid.)
involved in fraudulent claims re lost/stolen travelers checks in
California, Oregon and Washingtén from 1070-1971,




CARL PHILLIP STROMSNESS

w/m born 7/26/47 dob 6/26/47 165#, 6'0", brown eyes
‘ SSAN dark hair, wears glases and
" full beard.
Vehicle: 62 Ford Falcon Wa Lic DHY 580 (4/75)

Attended "Prairie Fire Study Group" classes, was known
to former Communist Underground leader CIAYTON VAN LYDEGRAF,
who was a primary guru and founder of Jeatherman movement and
belgéeved to be directly responsiblé for setting up Weatherman

. support movement,

possible student of chemical engineering at Seattle.






'SUPPORT NUCLEAR RESISTANCE

)

I

On Sunday, June 19th, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Harvard Exit,
807 E. Roy, there will be a benefit for S.C.A.N.P. (Skagitonians
Concerned About Nuclear Plants). The benefit will feature films,

theater, music and complimentary refreshments.

The two films are documentaries concerning mass resistance to the
construction of nuclear power plants.
The first film, Nuclear Reaction at the Occupation of Whyl, docu-

ments the successful occupation by 30,000 people of a proposed
nuclear plant in West Germany. '

The second film, Sam Lovejoy's Nuclear War, records one person's
act of civil disobedience which led to the recent muss occupation

and arrest of 1400 people at a proposed power plant site in Sea-

brook, New Hampshire.

Portland's Family Circus Theatre Troupe will perform their popular

production, "Superman Meets the Plutonium Tycoon".

Songs of resistence will be performed by local musicians.
Complimentary natural foods, juices, wine and cheeses will be

served.

S.C.A.N.P. is an organization of residents of the Skagit Valley
who have resisted the licensing and construction of the proposed

nuclear reactors at Bacus Hill near Sedro Wooley.

Donation: $3.00

Tickets are.available at Red and Black Books,( Left Bank Books

and the Harvard Exit Theater.

Benefit for S.C.AN.P Sunday, June 19th
3:00 p.m. Harvard EXxit

For more information call; 325-6315 or 633-4223.
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itnack, Jeff

aka:

Christenson, Jeff T,
Sparks, John Arthur
Steak, Joseph H. 5/13/L9
Cowan, Albert Bugene
Owens, Peter J. 5/28/L9
Stake, Joseph H. 5/13/49

Pincus, Mike

Rutherford, Judith

izapay, Karen

erry, Leon
aka Stewart, Billy Ray

McKinnon, Archie
aka: Miles, Jason
McKennon, Arc@y

Whitnack, Kim

VYattenberg, Ted

forgan, Paul

lrevithick, Daniel

Hahne, Mike

Perking, Leslie

activigt

viciting Aronson .
close to Lippman, Arongson, et.al.
possible suspect in bank robbery in
Canoga Park, CA

activist

ex-husband of Sally
Chico State ingtructor
SDS, UFW :

used to provide Food Stamps to
Vieathermen and fugitives when working
OEO

Leon Terry's girlfriend
narco -(coke )

ex-con
narco (coke)
parolled to Chico

ex-con
narco

lives w/Wattenberg & Oakes
lived w/Nancy
activist:

professor
activist

one of Chico fifteen
narcotics

Chico State

SDS, guns, reloading

President, SDS Chico 1969
active in Anti-War
narcotics

Peace Coalition Movement

active in Anti-War
editor, student newspaper
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juin, James Ilerd Gang
involved in auto redesign for smuggling

’incus, Sally activist
primary operator "Your Clinic"
visits prisoners
Prisoners Union
SDS, Peace & Freedom Party, VISTA, UFW

3taib, Kurt activist
works at "Your Clinic"
boyfriend of Pincus
guns, reloading
UFwW
visits prisoners

Qakes, Charlie ' ex-con
guns
Ashburn, Patricia activist
aka: Bellini, Rachel Anne - lived w/Aronson
Alcock, Janet Cynthia narco
fugitive
Luick, Richard | ex-con

narco, 459, guns
at Gun Show in San Jose

lucker, David * ex-con

narco, 459, guns
at Gun Show in San Jose

Aronson, Ethan activist, close to Lippman
SDS, UrW
suspect in firebombings
guns

Jacobson, Ingmar ‘ associate of Aronson

Lippman, Roger activist
SDS, Seattle Seven

11®ndinger, Knute activists, close to Lippman
SDS
suspect in firebombings

guns
imball, Gayle associate of Rounds & Winsett

Rounds, Thomas Herd Gang
narco

L59
guns
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City of Poriland, Oregon Distribution:
Bureau of Police (Ocentrat (Joers (] 1RAFFIC
(Jeasr (Juuvs (Jsio
TACTICAL SUPPORT DIVISION (JNORTH ((JCOMMAND SUPPORT
. Intelligence Report O/$ AGENCY
. D
Date: 6/30/77 OITSHTE:AR
To: Lt. Winters e

/ /{;/,./7 el

From: officer pr”
Subject: Individuals Smuggling Guns into Folsom Prison, Folsom, California

SMITH, Sharon Virginia

1963 W. Burnside, Apt. 302

wl, 3/30/48, 5'5, 150, brn/brn

ODL 2387453, CRN# 231353

also poss. add.: 3014 NE 18th

poss. allas: WHITNACK, Nancy Jane
wf, 3/4/55, 5'6, 170, brn/blu

Poss. tn for Whitnack - Michelle Whitnack
SCHWARB, Sharon

alias: FLANDERS, Sharon Virginia

Guns purchased from Nick's Guns, 4611 SW
Beaverton Hiwy, Ptld. 97221, 2L6-8821

Guns Purchased:

1. Walter 9mm P-38
ser. #322186 :
pur. date: 7/8/75

2. MNorth American Arms 22 Cal. 8 shot revolver
ser., #12591
pur. date: 4/10/76

Folsom prisoners involved:

1. REMIRO, Joseph
a 1974 assassin of Oakland Superintendent, Marcus Foster

2. COMO, Kenneth
stealing guns, 1971, for conspiracy to Free Charles Manson
From Prison

3. DAVIS, Bobby Agustus
1970 murder of 4 California Hiway Patrolmen in LA

50.03 R1276 B T R T R






Sir:

Received information that the listed subject, Smith, was
possibly involved in the attempt jall break at Folsom Prison

in January, 1977. Smith has the two gun purchases 1n Portland
from Nick's Guns, however, the applications would appear to
have been signed by two different 1Individuals. The application

for 4/10/76, the North American Arms 22 Cal. rev. showed an

address of 3014 - 18th NI Port.This would show that the indi-
vidual signing the form was unfamiliar with the street designations
in Portland. The application signed on 7/8/75 showed the address
of 1963 W. Burnside, #302, Portland, Oregon. The owner of Nick's
Gun Shop 1s currently out of town and we were unable to interview
him.

Using the alias, Nancy Jane Whitnack, we cross-referenced
that with a Michelle Whitnack from Seattle, Washington. Michelle
Whitnack 1s a member of the Left Bank Book Collective Organization
in Seattle, Washington. This organization gives support to the
George Jackson Brigade, however, they are not known to participate
in the activities of the George Jackson Brigade.

Contact has been made with the Motor Vehicles Division and
we will be receiving a certified copy of Sharon Smith's driving
application for handwriting samples. A1l information is being
forwarded to appropriate law enforcement agencies.
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f City of Portland, Oregon Distribution:
Bureau of Police (Qcentrat (Joers (] TRAFFIC

Date:
To:

From:

Subject:

Oeasr Qivvs (Jsio
TACTlCAL SUPPORT DlVlSlON {OnNorTH [JCOMMAND SUPPORT

Intelligence Report 075 AGENCY

7/9/77 DIST CAR

OTHER

Lt. Winters

Officer T~ 7

-

The January 1977 Attempted Folsom Prison Break

SMITH, Sharon Virginia

last known Ptld. add: 1963 W Burnside #302
wf, 3/30/48, 5'5, 150, brn/brn

ODL 2387453

CRN #231353

also poss. add: 3014 NE 18th

other alias: FLANDERS, Sharon Virginia

Sir:

Received information concerning the January 1977 attempted
jail break from Folsom Prison. During the attempted jail break,
a vehicle was parked outside the prison walls in which the prisoners
were to escape in. Inside the vehicle was found three sets of male
clothing and two 12 guage sho*guns. Tracing the shotguns, 1t was
found that they were purchased in Portland, Oregon, GI Joes, one,
the main store located on North Vancouver and the other, GI Joes,
Beaverton Branch. The guns were sold to the above mentioned subject,
Sharon Virginia Smith, who also purchased a Walters 9mm P38 and a
North American Arms 22 Caliber 8 shot revolver from Nicks Guns. The

‘Walter 9mm P38 was the weapon seized in the Folsom Prison, and reports

were that the 22 Caliber had been flushed down the toilet prior to the
search of Folsom Prison cells. At this time ATF is contacting the GI
Joes 1in attempting to obtalin the gun registration sales form.

On 7/7/77, proceeded to the Freesway Hotel, located at 1963 E.
Burnside with ATF Special Agent Vance Johnson. At the Freeway Hotel
we made contact with the manager, Roger Castle, who allowed us to look
at the past registration records of the Freeway Hotel. In checking

. through the records, we found a registration card in the name of

Sharon Smith, address of 167 Madison Street, Eugene, Oregon, dated
7/8/75, for room number 302. On the back of the card was noted from
7/8/75 to 7/15/75, check out of 7/15/75. SA Johnson seized the card
as evidence and issued a property receipt to Mr. Castle. A photostatic
copy was made for us. The handwriting on the card appeared to match
the handwriting that was on the gun receipts for the 9mm and 22 Cal.
revolver.

SA Johnson will keep us informed of his findings, we will attempt
to contact Folsom Prison, LT. Johnson in an attempt to receive further

details.
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Found In Céll§

Folsom Esccpe
~ Plgt, Gun Lmked

A Symbmnese Liberation Army
_assassin, a Manson clan member and
a mass police killer are under in-

vestigation - at  Folsom' Prison  as-
_suspects in an escape plot which was’
thwarted when a gun was found in one .

“of their cells.

The three are SLA member Joseph-
convicted: of - the 1974 .
assassination- of -Oakland schools .

Remiro,

" superintendent Marcus - Foster;
Kenneth: Como, serving time for

‘stealing: guns -in a 1971 conspiracy to -

free convicted: mass slayer  Charles
Manson; and Bobby- Augustus Davis,

convicted of the 1970 murders of four

- California Highway Patrol offlcers in
Los Angeles.
The three were housed in a prison

unit for escape-prone inmates when

- the gun was found June 4.

Sources close to the investigations
have confirmed that the .9 millimeter
automatic pistol and’ 28 :ounds of

ammunition were found in Davis’ cell ..
the night before an escape attemptf '

was tohave taken place.

Prison officials- were tipped to the:
.~ existence of a gun by a note- from
another 'inmate ‘who has not been

identified.

The dxscovéry marked the fll‘st"

time a gun ‘has been found in a state

" 'prison since George Jackson’s alleged

escape attempt at San Quentin in 1971.

Jackson, three other prisoners and

three guards wete killed:in the en-

.suing " melee, which officials say

resulted from a gun-being smuggled
to Jackson by attorney Stephen'
Bingham: ‘

One. report under. 1nvest1gat10n in

* the Folsom .incident is that the gun.

was smuggled in on 4 prison delivery -
truck with outside help. Officials will

. say only that no prxson employes were

involved. -

Folsom associate warden Stewart
Potter said today Remiro, Como and
Davis are ‘among’ 10~ men still in
security lockup as a result-of the gun
incident. Seventeen were originally in
lockup, he said, and another is ex-

- pected to be released this week.

The '1,800-inmate maximum
security prison was locked down for
several ~days 'during a search for
weapons - after -the gun was found.
Seventeen prison-made knives were

‘discovered; but officials. did not

consider that to be ‘a large number.

'Potter said the bulk of the inmate
. population was “very cooperatnve

durmg the'search.
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By JOHN ARTHUR WILSON
and LEE MORIWAKI

While members of the Left Bank
Collective have disagreed with the
George Jackson Brigade and some
of its actions, the members say the
brigade is a group of ‘‘serious revo-
lutionaries who have tlie right to be
respected as such,” a spokesman
for the collective said today.

Paul Zilsel, a veteran aclivist in
Seattle's left, said the brigade —
which has claimed ' respopsibility
for an attempted bank robbery Jan-
uary 23 and the bloody “rescue’ of
a man charged with the robbery —
has the right to have its activities

' placed in the proper political con-

text of a revolutionary act against
the ruling class.

* Zilsel said the collective received
a photocopy of the brigade’s latest
communique in yesterday’s mail,
postmarked from Seattle.

A Bellevue radio station, KZAM,
also received a copy of the commu-
nique yesterday, including a correc-
tive dental device supposedly re-
moved from the mouth of John
Sherman.

SHERMAN ESCAPED March 10

with the aid of an accomplice. The
accomplice seriously wounded a
county policeman who had accom-
panied Sherman to Harborview

Medical Center for further treat- .
ment of a mouth wound Sherman '

suffered in a shootout at the Tuk-

wila Branch of the Paci'fic National .

Bank of Washington.

Two other men, Edward Allen
Mead and Mark Edwin Cook, are
charged with the attempted robbery
and are in custody in the King
County jail. A fourth suspect, Bruce
Seidel, was killed during the gun
battle with police.

Previously, the collective, which
runs a bookstore in the Pike Place
Market, criticized the brigade for
the September 18 bombing of a Cap-
itol Hill Safeway supermarket in
which several persons were injured.

That bombing was three days aft-
er Ralph Patrick Ford, who worked
at the collectiye, was killed at the
same Safeway when a bomb he ap-

parently was arming detonated pre-
maturely.

The brigade, in an earlier com-
munique, said the September 18
bombing was in retaliation for
Ford's death and the capture of Pa-
tricia Hearst and Bill 'and Einily
Harris.

THE COLLECTIVE said Ford
was considering the safety of people
when he attempted to place the

Brigade deserves respect, say leftists

bomb late at night “so that only
mechanical equipment could be
damaged.” ;
Zilsel said the collective still is
likely to disagree with some of the
brigade’s actions, but he said the
collective is ‘“‘ylad” the terrorist
band found sh\lter from law-en-
forcement officials pursuing them.
The collective, which has also
been active in a group opposing &

federal grand jury probe into the
January 23 attempted bank rob-
bery, also urged people not to coop-
erate with the inquiry, Zilsel said.

The brigade said Sherman, Mead

“and Seidel were members of the

group. it promised to ‘‘retaliate”
for Seidel’s death. :

But the group’s latest commu-
nique has marked the first time any
members have been identified.
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Grand jury may see

By ROSS ANDERSON

United States Distict Judge Mo-
rell E. Sharp ruled yesterday that
guns, radical literature and the
makings for crude bombs siezed by
police at a Capitol Hill apartment
in June can be presented to a feder-
al grand jury.

The occupants of the apartment,
Helene Ellenbogen, Paul Zilsel and
Wayne Parker, had contended that
Seattle police entered illegally, and
asked that the items be returned.

Judge Sharp, however, said evi-

dence showed that officers acted le-
gally and properly when they
forced their way into the apartment
while searching for an auto thief
June 20.

He said he believed the officers,

who said they had heard of bomb-
threats for July 4 celebraticns, and
believed there might be a connec-
tion when they saw several weap-
ons, including a shotgun and a rifle
capable of being converted to an
automatic weapon.

Police said they Iimmediately
dropped the search for the car thief
and searched the apartment, turn-
ing up boxes full of radical litera-
ture, gunpowder, fuse and other
items which could be made into
crude bombs.

The three occupants were arrest-
ed and taken to t-- police station,
but never were charged. .

The United States Attorney’s of-
fice wants to present the material
to a grand jury investigating radi-
cal bombings, but has withheld the

evidence, judge rules

evidence pending a ruling on the
police entry.

Judge Sharp’s ruling opens the
door to the grand jury. A spokes-

man for the United States attorney

said the evidence will be presented

© so0n.

Judge Sharp emphasized that
there is no law against *‘being a
radical revolutionary,” but that pol-
ice in this case had reason to be-
lieve they were looking at possible
criminal activity.






U.S. Returns
Guns Seized
In Apartment‘

Several guns seized in

the search of a Capitol
Hill apartment last June
have quietly been re-
turned by federal au-
thorities.
. The government said
experts defermined that
the weapons — including
a short-barreled shotgun,
“a .30-caliber rifle and
several handguns — fall
within legal limits,

The weapons were, re-
turned to Paul Zilsel,
Helene Ellenbogen and
Richard Wayne Parker,
who had contended the
' weapons were taken by
police officers wh
“searched the apartmen
‘lllegally last June 2
while in pursuit of a1
auto-theft suspect.

The three, who oper
ate Left Bank Books ir
the Pike Place *Market
were never charged with

any crime,
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The June 7th issue of the.Northwest Passage con-
lained an arxicle arguing ac  tthe need for clandes-
as have been carried out recently in Seattle by the
George Jackson Brigade. We believe that the article
was rife-with confused definitions and analysis, and
that it neither reflected any understanding of the his-
torical nature and role of armed struggle, nor anun-
dersthnding of the unique conditions in the advanced
industrial nations at this time. We would like to pre-
sent another viewpoint, in support of armed .. tions.
by revolutionaries now, as:an important aspect of
the development of -the revolutionary movement.

At the outset, we fecl it is necessary to define
armed struggle and terrorism in a radically different
way than was suggested in the NWP, Armed struggle
is not of necessity a mass uprising', but rathe: in-

by police agents posing as revolutionaries, to discredit
the principled ac’ of guerillas The state would

like people 10 see g ‘acts of insurgency as "terrorism’

bur revolutions around the world have consistently
made the distinction between revolutionary violence
against the ruling class, and the terrorism of random
violence employed by the state against the people.

"1t would be nice if acts of “terrorism’’ never occur-
red on the left, but abviously on occassions they have.
The G.J.B.’s bombing of Safeway last fall was such an-
action, coming out of their rage at the death of a guer--
rilla in Seattle, and the capture of the S.L.A. in Cali-
fornia. it was not defensible; but mistakes are made
in the development of an armed insurgency, and the
fact is that the G.J.B. has publicly criticized them-
selves for the action, and learned from'it. When was

- the last time you heard a police agency apologize for

its-acts of terror against the peopla? -

‘ “Armed struggle is not of necessity:
a mass uprising, but rather includes
a whole spectrum of militant resist-
ance to the ruling class, including
.bombings, armed occupations of ‘

* buildings and land {such as Attlcd, )
Wounded Knee, and Menomiee), -

prisoner bregkouts, armed robbery,

. kidna g, assassination, assaults--
on police and military installations,
etx. Armed struggle, as carried out
by left revolutionaries, may use {he

_ same spectrum of tactics here in
Seattle as in Latin America, Europe,
Pa!astlne, or Vietnham....”

cludes a whole spectrum of militant resistance to the

ruling class, including bombings, armed occupations of
_buildings and land (such as Attica, Wounded Knee and
Menominee), prispnec breakouts, armed robberz(kld-
napping, assassination, as_au]_t;_gn_no_]_m_a_q_mmﬁry
maﬂgnnnum Armed struggle, as carned out by
left revoluti .
tactics-here in Seattle as in Latin America, Europe,
Palestine,-ox\etiham, with the central proviso that
the revolutionary _must always -make.concera-forths
welfaré of innocent people.aital pact ot the planning
nn_nannam_anmns

~ *Terrorism”, in its pejorative sense, |s armed action
which dseliberately or callous|y ignores the welfare of
the people, and is not focused on the groups and-indi-
viduals against which the actor is hghnng ‘It'is primar-
lly a right-wing pheriomenon, and in addition ta the
Yinstitutionalized ‘terrorism of the ruling class and its

Uculce forces, it has' been carried out agaun and again

Given this distinction tl;en it is important to talk
‘about some of the implicit assumptions behind the
initiation of armed struggle. It is by now'a trite Tuism’
of sectarian Marxist-Leninists that they beliase that
armed struggle will be necessary, but not now/ This
particular litany has been repeated over and over again

“bydogmatisis since the successful revolution of 1917

‘in Russia, in other countries in every stage of 1e¢;hno-
logical davelopment:, and has been praven wrong re-
pdatedly by armed mtmants who were not prepared
to wait for the “right time.*

The rationalizations for thls are extensnve In
China, after the fajlure of the Shanghai insurrection
of 1927, Mao and a small group of militants went
‘inta the countryside without the support of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and against the declared pol-

:icy of Stalin’s Comintern, ta begin the armed strug-
‘gle.. Their numbers grew almost continually as the
: ‘p'eople saw the inéred’ib’lg success which small groups

" Page I8 North west Passage July 19 Augusr 8
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'Onerf the underlyihg elements of the argument
against armed struggle is one which is never brought
out in the open: fear. Undertaking clandestine illegal
activities goes against lifetimes of conditioning to ac-
cept authority, at the risk of massive retaliation by -
the state. Facing up to our own fear openly and hon

* estly, and dealing with each other’s fear in a Joving
and comradely manner goes a long way toward aver-
coming fear. Trying to hide our fears behind mounds
of theoretical evasion and a machio front is a sure way
to remain trapped in paralyzed inaction or in destruc-
tive competitive games. -

Lenin once said " A revolutionary is a dead man on
furlough”. Any kind of activity which genuinely
threatens the state and the ruling class will be met’
with heavy repression, and always has. People need
ta be ablc to say: “I'm willing to struggle for revotu-
tion, but such and such is just more risk than | can
deal with”, without shame, and without being put
down in a hierarchy of “mare revolutionary than thou”
In doing so, they both give sanction to comrades who
are taking greater risks, and keep themselves out of
situations with which they are not prepared to cope.

In addition, folks need to realize that there is a wide
range of il'legal activity which goes into revolution, nr ¢
all of which is as risky as carrying out a gyerrilla opef-
ation. Every revolution has an underground, and not
all of the people are combatants— there are technicians,
writers, printers, forgers, harbarers, drivers, suppliers,
and a host of others. They are all equally important,
and have always been done by ardinary working peo-
ple, not mythical hero types. But what revolutionaries
must begin to confront is that, whatever they are do-
ing, REVOLUTION IS ILLEGAL!

REPRESSION AND RESISTANCE

One of the fundamentul errors of the article in the
NWP was in suggesting that the Brigade was responsibie’
for the repression which the state has krought down on

the left in Seattle. In fact, the grand jury inquisition
and the F.B.1.-A.F.F.-S.P.D. investigations have merely
illustrated the fundamentaily repressive nature of this
state, and have proven that the George Jackson Brigade

and other groups like them, are among the viable groups ~

on the left. K - .

The events in Seattle are acyuaiating many white
radicals with the nature of police repression which the -’
Black, Chicano, Native American, and Puerto Rican
cemmunitities have lived under constahtly for decades.
Although single mothers are certainly entitled to special

support and sympathy from the community in -the face .

of this appalling tactic of selecting them for subpeanas,
arguemenis blaming their plight on the Brigade ignore
the fact that this repression and abuse are the status’

quo in ott er communities, and will continue until the -

state which sponsors these outrages is destroyed, a pro-

cess froin which further repression and abuse can be

expected in abundance. .
Another point which should be considered is why the

- state is taking the trouble to send dozens of agents in

from across the country to track down a g wp of which,

4 tion of the skills of the individual and not the area

", there is a correct strategy for revolution which can be

thay believe numbers about ten people. We betieve thiag
. the reason is that the ruting class takes the threat which’
groups like the G.J.B. pose to the continued existence
af the state extremely seriously. Furthermore, the in-
dications are that such groups are growing, and that the
- siate is nearly powaerless to halt their activities. This fact
i itself is an indiration of a ""base of support’* i: the
community, and one which, if not destroyed, may grow
. ir.to a permanent base of operations for the querrillas,

: ( ne other argument suggested in the NWP article is
. that people become guerillas because they can’t last iri
| the “slow, real wor which is needed to turn this coun-
, try cround™; it. being “'refatively easy to hold up a

‘ bani., shoot police,-bomb a few buildings.” This is

" ridiculous. People like Bruce Seidel, Ed Mead, and . .

“ John Shermzn came from long backgrounds of doing
. aboveground organizing, and clearly see their armed
work as a natural extension of their past work: Second-
Jy, 1o assert that robbing banks, shooting _police or

wha.ever is “relatively easier”” than aboveground work
is ludicrous. It justain‘t so. At best, the comparison

“is pointless; for the ocommitted revolutionary aboveground
. and the fugitive guerilla underground, must both con-
“stantly contend with the full weight of the state arrayed
: against their efforts. What is ‘easiest’ is primarily_a func-

of struggle in which the revolutionary is engaged.
~ Finally, the entire article praceeds on the notion that

_figured out in detail from this point in time, if we just .
have the correct theory. Revolution is not an absolute -

" which exists at the end of some length of time, itis, as -

" Marx said, a dialectical process. To assume that it can
be anticipated by an enlightened few is to ignore the
fact that people make history. The George Jackson .
Brigade, and the guerrilla movement, are of the people, -
and they have the right to participate in the process in
the way which seems most effective for them. We *
support them in their decision. -

Left Bank Coilective.
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e e . ~% armed militants could have against the state. In

' tnam, in Laos, in Angola, Mozambigue, Alger.
-etc., the pattern of guerilla warfare has invaribly i
volved a very small group of fighters, outside the
doctrinaire left, growing with their successes to be-
come popular revolutionary movements. Cubais a
classic example: the armed struggle there was begun
1 by 8 fighters, survivors.of the Granma expedition, and
the Cuban Popular Socialist Party (the main com-
munist party in Cuba) denounced them continually

2 as “"adventurists’’ until it became clear that the guer-
nllas were going to win.
3 - In other Latin- American struggles, the pattern re-
curs. The Iegendary Tuparmaros (M. L.N. ).of Uru-
4 quay, whoss numbers were believed to be in the thous-
a_nds, were begun by -a group of no more than 12 peo-
5 ple, whose first actions included theft of food trucks - . k
‘and food giveaways, bombing of office buildings, and
6 _ ‘ agun club robbery. The Movement of the Revolu-
B tionary Left {M.I.R.}, now considered the resistance
7 ) to Chil_ean fascism, was rejected by the traditional left '
i during the Pppular Unity period because of.its-“‘ex
tremism'’, . The People’s Revolutionary Army {ERP),
8 . which is now waging outright guerilia war against the
‘|Argentine junta, began as a small urban “terrorist”
9 : organization.
) Guerrilia warfare has a/ways bean initiated by
10 | ' , small groups, from 'whose example other people get
] ) the idea and begin to take actions independently.
11 ) ! Eventually the groups and individuals begin to link
up, and out of growing activity and growing success
12 : a n'?o‘verr.\ent forms. - More people join; the level of
activity increases. And for those in the society not
“_ 13 ‘ engaged in the struggle, the actions produce a change
X . in political climate, a radical challenge to society's -
assumptions, Actions can be a catalyst.for the per-
14 sonal transformation and radicalization of individuals,
To fail to see revolutionary warfare as-a dialectical
15 ’ process, growing from small to large and continually
transforming the material conditions in which it
16 operates, is to igr.ure the lessons of history.
The &ryumentt that the development of armed
17 . struggle must wait until some later time when the
pecple are at that stage simply does not hold up,
under exammanon We wonder if folks who have
18 this notion have ever considerec i.cw people develop
) the ‘capability to wage a revolutionary war. M
19 simply do not learn these sorts of skills in the abstract

against some_later_time when they ‘might want to use
20 Them. The only ti anle have the time or the

) mmﬂfm;\legﬂiﬂmggugh skills is when they are pre-
21 pring to wage war immediately, or are already en

-~ gagedin)t. Thus preparation and and ability_1Q carry out
22 _ armed stuggle be_g_ns_wh_en_penpl&au_waqx to L[g_bl

wmmwmmuum[ there is no “'bel-
ter’” yime than the present, R —

“The Red Guerrilla Family, an urbar,guerrilla or-
ganization which has been operating in the Bay Area -

23

24 since early last year, summed it up well when tuey
said:" We have chosen ta join the armed struggle now,
25 because thare is no reason to wait. Armed struggle is
not a substitute for mass struggle, out a necessary
26 part of it. We do not clain: to be leaders or followers,
but simply the allies of all people who want freedom
27 and socialism.  Together, we will win.
"'-é"é ¢ . WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING FOR?
’ The author of the NWP article clearly considers
29 a “revolution” to be consumated by the transfur af
' state power from one ruling group to anather. i
. task of aboveground '‘organizers’ i is to sell their par-
30 ticular brand of leadership to the "'masses”, to gan -
) support and legitimacy for their particutar "'vanguard
31 ) ' in seizing state power in-the name of the people..
' While that-has historically been the outcoms uf rev-
32 , - olutions inthe undeyeloped patjons, that is not what’ ,

‘revolution in the advanced indi\st[ial nations is about,
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