
On 5/9/75, the fol.lowing persons were reportedly membera or 
associates of the PRAIRIE FIRE STUDY GROUP at Seattle: 

PAUL RUDOLPH ZILSEL 

NANCY JAYE WHITNACK 

PETER MICHAllL WINTER 

CARL PHILLIP STROMSNESS 

. GARY LEE DILLON 

JUDY DILLON 

!EA EDDS (507 12th Ave. Last~ Seattle) 
This group was formed to read and study the Weatherman 

urban-guerrilla manual "Prairie Fire" which has been sold over 
the counter at Paul Zilsel's Store: "Left Bank Book Store" in 
Pike Street Market, Seattle. 

According to Seattle Business License records, the 
Left Bank Book Store is owned by PAUL ZIIBEL and JO MAYNE. 

RALPH PATRICK FORD listed the Izft Bank Book Store as 
prior employment. 

Other .persons noted as working at the LBBS include 
LYNN MARIE THORNDYCRA~, SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK (nee: Weisfield), 

(lately Mrs. JANI::S \!ES LEY AKE.RS, who is now imprisoned for past 
- bombing activity at Portland cind Seat,tle) 

On xQ 9/29/75, G.LENN PETER YOUNG, aka Glen Young, 
who operates the Cascarlia Treatment Center in Sat4ttle, and who 
has attended numerous left-wing demonstrations at Seattle durinr; 
the past three or four years, was identified as a right-hand 
assistant of PAUL ZIIBLL. 

JaXX WAYNE NORMAN GRYTTING (dob 6/8/48, 5'10" 155#) 
has .been closely associated with ZILSEL within the past two years, 
and was member of the UNITED FP/'NT FOR POLITICAL DLFCNS E, an ad hoc 
group formed by Paul iilsel to assist xmoc«ttRRXK in providing 
au:t.!!iaxxx moral support for perEons arrested with JAMES WESLEY AKF.RS 
and :lmIDCXN LYNN BRUCE MF.YFR, aka Ronald Scheller regarding bombing 
activity, and possession of bomb devices at Seattle two years ago. 

Other persons inc.:lnded in the UNITED FRONT FOR PODITICAL 
DEFENSF, includad JO MAYNE, SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK, 13RM~NKEEIDDlXMrnlll 
FREDERICK ELWIN SM. ING (dob 6/6/44) ,STANLEY IVERSON, aru<x~XNO{X 
(dob 6/22/27), JOHN OLIN LMrnINGa¼-a "Jack Lanninp;" C.dob 1/21/54) 
KENNETH BRUCE HUEBEL, aka Bruce im Huebel ~iuo,~xAxilxsw~ ~Kt 



doh 3/24/49), DAVID B. BROWN (dob 10/12/44) .COLLEEN P. 
DICKENSON (dob 5/9/34; TIMOTHY JOHN LYNCH (Job 11/15/38) 

PAUL RUDOLPH ZII..SEL 

dob 5/6/23 in Vienna, Austria 

Member Communist Party, USA from 1943-48, expelled 
in 1948, for differences with CP policy. Was professor of 
physics at Case Western Reserve University at Cleveland, was 
let go following various incitements to riot on campus. Came 
to Seattle, was professor of physics at U/W, was let go for 
radical acttiity. Co-owner of Left Bank Book Store, founder 
of "Prarie Fire Study Group" at Seattle in 1975, which ended 
about June, 1975. 

JO MAYNE 

dob 5/19/25 
brown/brown 5'8" 170#, aquiline nose, receding chin, 
stout build, usually wears long floor-lenth dress~s. 
Co-owner with Paul Zilsel, of Le.ft Bank Book Store; 
Fonner member of "Catholic Resistance" moveme.nt at 
Los Angeles, is oriented toward communism, but does 
not support violence where injury is present. Will 
support violence where necessary to gain attention to 
a revolutm.cimary "cause" when all else fails. 

PETER MICHAEL WINTER 

dob 8/5/34, Male, white, br~wn eyes 160#, 6'0" 

On 11/12/74, lived at 222 17th East (upper apt.) 
Wife BRENDA (possibly identical with BRENDA CARTER 
Arrived 1973 from California. 

BRENDA LEF. CARTER 

Last address: 4/73: 218 - 17th East,.Seattle 
Dob 2/24/49 

ROGER HENRY LIPPMAN 

doh 11/7/47 5'7" 125 pounds 
FBI# 824 067 G 

Early mt.rnber of the Seattle Liberation Front and was 
member of the Students for a Democratic Society (SOS)- Weatherman 
faction at s~attle. Was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury on 
4/16;70 for violation of Antiriot Laws, at Seattle. 



DI:ANE STATES 

Name listed with that of NANCY WHITNACK in 1975, 
as receiving mail at P.O. ~ox 12835, s~attle; possibly resides 

· with NANCY WHITNftCK, and was listed at previous address with 
WHITN.ACK. 

Further identity unknown. 

,' BiiixldOii:xMi'3cQW~ 

ANNE MITCHELL 

Dob 6/4/48 5'7" 120#, Blue/brown 
SSAN 

Has son, Meliano Mitchell, born 9/27/70. 

Mother is Tana Boyle Mitchell, born 6/28/26, 
presently resies at 3862 21st St., San Francisco,CA. 

Resided at 121 13th Ave. East, Seattle, during Spring 
of 1972, which was frequented by known members of the Weatherman 
support group, including Richard James Ayers, boother of Weatherman 
fugitive Bill Ayers. KATIE MITCHELL believed to have lived as 
common-law wife of Seattle Weatherman activist Robert Portsche 
~in 1972. 

LYNN MARIE TIIORNDYCHAFT 

PDOB: 2/19/49 at Clinton, Ontario, Canada 
became u.s. Citizen in 9/26/66. 

Unmarried. 
5' 8" ,~ light brown-red hair;blue eyes 
SSAN~ 6 · 

SEPD # 71-10108 . 
Previously employed as lab or library assistant at 

University Hospital, Seattle. 
Has regularly associated with PAUL ZILSEL, as girl-grinnd 

over past several years, and has been seen recently 
in his close company, 



NN~CY JAYF. WIIITNACK 

aka Nancy Joyce Whitnack, 
Michelle Whitnack 
born Nancy Jaye Koukol 

dob 3/4/55 

Hus band is .JEFFRI:.-Y THOMAS WHITNACK 

Was employed at Coleman's Lunch in August, 1975. 

Attended High School at Carmichael, CAlifornia, a suburb 
of S-acramento. Tb2re she met JEFFPJ:.Y TI~OMAS WHITNACK, an ~DS 
leader at the High School. Later JEFFREY T~OMAS WllITNACK and 
RALPH PATRICK FORD were both picked up for questioning regarding 
various paintspray vandalism of high schools in the area, also 
fire-bombings of schools and colleges in the area. 

SUZANNE FLORENCE KIRKPATRICK 

nee: Suzanne Florence lad Weisfield 
aka: Susanne Reibman (marrie<l name) 

Suzanne Kirkpatrick (" " ) 
Mrs. Charles Clifford Kirkpatrick 
Suzanne LeBray (revolutionary name) 
Mrs. James Wesley Akers (married name) 

dob 12/9/38 

Was associated with United Front for Political Defense, 
where she met and married Jamev Wesley Akers. She has worked 
at Left Bank Book Store, and associated with PAUL ZILSEL since 
that time - aprox 1973. 

JEFFREY TII0}1AS Wi ITNACK 
aka Jeffrey Christensen, A.lbe~t E. Cowan 

dob 5/5/53 at San Francisco 
6'1" 200#, brown/ hazel 

Graduated from High School at Citrus Heights, California, 
was hi-school leader of SDS at Sacramento area, and published 
underground newspapers there. Was questioned at Sc1cramenno re 
paintspray vandalism and arson bombings of schools there. Also 
questioned in re same activity there was RABPH PATRICK FOHD. 
Was arrested 1/71 by San Francisco PD for poss. of narcotics, 
stolen property and explosive devices. Crlleased for lack of evid.) 
involved in fraudulent clain:s re lost/stolen travelers checks in 
Calif·ornia, Oregon and Hashingt<iin from 1870-1971. 

--------- -------•· - ·· ·· ... . 



L PHILLIP STROMSNES S 

w/mbo~ 
SSAN-

dob 6/26/47 165#, 6'0", brown eyes 
dark hair, wears glases and 

full beard. 
Vehicle: 62 Ford Falcon Wa Lie DHY 580 (4/75) 
Attended "Prairie Fire Study Group" classes, was known 

to fernier Communist Underground leDder CIAYTON VAN LYDEGRAF, 
who was a primary guru and founder of Jeathennan movement and 
believed to be directly responsibll for setting up Weatherman 
support movement. · 

possible student of chemical engineering at Seattle. 
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SUPPORT l UCLl!~AR R~~ISTANCE 

On Sund~y, June 19th, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Harvard Exit, 

807 E. Roy, there will be a benefit for S.C.A.N.P. (Skagitonians 

Concerned About Nuclear Plants). The benefit will feature films, 

theater, music and complimentary refreshments. 

The two films are documentaries concerning mass resistance to the 

construction of nuclear power plants. 

The first film, Nuclear Reaction at the Occupation of Whyl, docu­

ments the successful occupation by 30,000 people of a proposed 

nuclear plant in West Germany. 

The second film, Sam Lovejoy's Nuclear War, records one person's 

act of civil disobedience which led to the recent mu~s occupation 

and arrest of 1400 people at a proposed power plant site in Sea­

brook, New Hampshire. 

\ Portland's Family Circus Theatre Troupe will perform their popular 

production, "Superman · Meets the Plutonium Tycoon". 

Songs of resistence will be performed by local musicians. 

Complimentary natural foods, juices, wine and cheeses will be 

served. 

s.c.A.N.P. is an organization of residents of the Skagit Valley 

who have resisted the licensing and construction of the proposed 

nuclear reactors at Bacus Hill near Sedro Wooley. 

Donati0n: $3.00 

Tickets are available at Red and Black Books, 

and the Harvard Exit Theater. 

Benefit for S.C.A.N.P. 

3:00 p.m. 

Sunday. June 19th 

llarvard Exit 
For rrore information call; 325-6315 or 633-4223. 
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,_/Roth~cker, Sandra 

v Dolan, Jane 

V Welch, Elizabeth 
. aka Klauer 

V Zielenga, Jack 
*(Connected to Zilael?) 

Y Potter, Robert 

v Reed, Thomas 

v Snelson, Karen (Potter) 
I\ 

? Arbour, ohn E III 
/ ,.~ ~ B/shop, John E l 

V Hirschbain, Ronald 

V Perelman, Michael 
aka Moonie 

V Goza, Donald • 

1,/'Burciaga, James 

V Conlin, Joseph 

.. , ., ...... ,. 

. ~ ... . ,, . 

t t .lJ..ITJ;.f ___ IJ~''?rAJ..'!..~""'I) . 

activist 
involved in Women's Lib 

activist 
involved in Women's Lib 
SDS, UFW 

.. activist 
President, Student Body 

activist 
Prisoners Union 
visited Lawrence (BJ3379) of l3GF 
Your Clinic 

activist professor (of physics) 
Prisoners Support, SD& UFW 

activist professor 
Chairman of Planning Committee (NAM) 

(New American Movement) 

activist professor 

ex-wife of Robert Potter 
activist 

Whitnack or 
Allmendinger 

active in Prosoners Movement 
anti-war 
"Your Clinic" 

activist 
ID, 'iN{ CI, Timothy Leary as Weatherman, 
runs Camp with Food Conspiracy in Berkley 

ex-con 
narco 
possibly recruited to Chico area 

ex-con 
narco 

professor 
aotiviat 
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V 'vlhi tnack, Jeff 
aka: 

.. 

Christenson, Jeff T. 
Sparks, John Arthur 
Steak, Joseph H. 5/13/49 
Cowan, Albert' Eugene 
o~.ens, Peter J. 5/28/49 
Stake, Joseph H. 5/13/49 

V Pincus, Mike 

✓ Rutherford, Judith 

V Gzapay, Karen 

a-/Terry, Leon 
aka Stewart, :Billy Ray 

v McKinnon, Archie 
aka: Miles, Jason 

McKennon, Archy 
I 

V Whi tnack, Kim 

V Wattenberg, Ted 

V Morgan, Paul 

y" Trevithick, Daniel 

v Hahne, Mike 

V Perkins, Leslie 

. .. u 

activist 
v.iaiting Aronson 
close to Lippman, Aronson, et.al~ 
possible suspect in bank robbery in 

Canoga Park, CA 

activist 
ex-husband of Sally 
Chico State instructor 
SDS, UFW ,, 

used to provide Food Stamps to 
Weathermen and fugitives when working 
OEO 

Leon Terry's girlfriend 
narco · (coke) 

ex-con 
narco (coke) 
parolled to Chico 

ex-con 
narco 

lives w/wattenberg & Oakes 
lived w/Nancy 
activist 

professor 
activist 

one of Chico fifteen 
narcotics 
Chico State 
SDS, guns, reloading 

President, SDS Chico 1969 

active in Anti-War 
narcotics 

~ Peace Coalition Movement 

active in Anti-War 
editorj student newspaper 
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Vl'aquin, James 

Pincus, Sally 

v Staib, Kurt 

V Oakes, Charlie 

v Ashburn, Patricia 
aka: :Bellini, Rachel Anne 

Alcock, Janet Cynthia 

v Luick, Richard 

Tucker, David 

r/ Aronson, Ethan 

Jacobson, Ingmar 

~ Lippman, Roger 

a/All~ndinger, Knute 

V IG.mball , Gayle 

V Rounds, Thomas 

0 

Herd Gang 
involved in auto redesign for smug~ling 

activist 
primary operator "Your Clinic" 
visits prisoners 

-Prisoners Union 
SDS, Peace & Freedom Party, VISTA, UFW 

activist 
works at 11Your Clinic" 
boyfriend of Pincus 
guns, reloading .•,. 
UFW 
visits prisoners 

· ex-con 
guns 

activist 
lived w/Axonson 
narco 
fugitive 

ex-con 
narco, 459, guns 
at Gun Show in San Jose 

ex-con 
narco, 459, guns 
at Gun Show in San Jose 

activist, close to Lippman 
SDS, UFW 
suspect in firebombings 
guns 

associate of Aronson 

activist 
SDS, Seattle Seven 

activists, close to Lippman 
SDS 
suspect in firebombings 
guns 

associate of Rounds & Winsett 

Herd Gang 
narco 
459 
guns 
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✓Winsett, William 
aka Winseth 

V Paquin, James 

~ a ugh, Sharon 

0 

Herd Gang 
dope smuggling in cars in San Diego_ 
guns 

Herd Gang 
dope omuggling in cars in San Diego 

lives w/Tucker & Luick 
works for attorney 
SIIlllggles things into prisons 
Prisoners Union 
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No.-~--------

Date: 6/30/77 

To: Lt. Winters 

From: Offic e r e,/ 

City of Portland, Oregon 

Bureau of Police 

TACTICAL SUPPORT DIVISION 
Intelligence Report 

Distribution 

QcENTRAL 

QEASf 

□ NORTH 

QoETS Q1RAFF1c 

QJUVS D SID 

D COMMAND SUPPORT 

O /S AGENCY ______ _ 

DIST CA.R 

OTHER 

s -
J_J /cf ?V 

Subject: Individuals Smuggling Guns into Folsom Prison , Folsom , Cal ifornia 

SMITH , Sharon Virginia 
1963 W. Burnside , Apt . 302 
wf , 3/30/48 , 5 ' 5 , 150 , brn/brn 
ODL 2387453 , CRN# 231353 
also poss . add .: 3014 NE 18th 
poss . alias: WHITNACK , Nancy Jane 

wf , 3/4/55, 5 ' 6 , 170 , brn/blu 
Poss. tn for Whitnack - Mi c helle Whitnack 

SCHWARB , Sharon 
alias: FLANDERS, Sharon Virginia 

Guns pur chased from Nick ' s Guns , 4611 SW 
Beaverton Hiwy, Ptld . 97221 , 246 - 8824 

Guns Purchased : 

1. Wa lt er 9mm P- 38 
ser . #322186 
pur. date : 7/8/75 

2. North , American Arms 22 Ca l. 8 shot revolver 
ser . #12591 
pur. date : 4/10/76 

Folsom prisoners involved : 

1 . REMIRO, Jos eph 
a 1974 assassin of Oakland Superintendent , Marcus Foster 

2. COMO , Kenneth 
stealing guns , 1971 , for conspiracy to Free Charle s Ma nson 
From Prison 

3 . DAVIS , Bobby Agustus 
1970 murder of 4 California Hiway Patrolmen in LA 

50. 03 Rl27 6 
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Sir : 

Received information that the listed subject , Smith, was 
possibly involved in the attempt jail break at Folsom Prison 
in January , 1977 . Smith has the two gun purchases in Portland 
from Nick ' s Guns , however , the applications would appear to 
have been signed b y two different individuals . The application 
for 4/10/76, the North American Arms 22 Ca l . rev . showed an 
address of 3014 - 18th NE Port . This would show that the indi ­
vidual signing the form was unfamiliar with the street designations 
in Portland . The application signed on 7/8/75 showed the address 
of 1963 W. Burnside, #302 , Portland , Oregon . The owner of Nick ' s 
Gun Shop is currently out of town and we were unable to interview 
him. 

Using the alias, Nancy Jane Whitnack , we cross - referenced 
that with a Michelle Whitnack fro m Seattle , Washing ton . Micl1el l e 
Whitnack is a member of the Left Bank Book Collective Orgamization 
in Seattle , Washington . This organization gives support to the 
George Jackson Br igade , however , they are not known to participate 
in the activities of the George Jackson Brigad e . 

Contact has been made with the Motor Vehicles Division and 
we will be receiving a certified copy of Sharon Smith ' s driving 
application for handwriting samples . All information is b e ing 
f orwarded to appropriate law enforcement agencies . 

. " r < t'" ~ ;r I C' 'l, r fc-" : / \ I 
~-· 
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Original Application For Oregon 
; Instruction Permit 
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PAGE 001 OF 003 
G!N .231353 

+HIT• TRUE ~JAME 
♦SM I TH , :::HAP□ t'i V 

CPS-ND SR NT DOB 
00231353 F W 033048 

□LN □LS □LY 

ADDRESS PEC□PD(S) 

□PI 
□P0260200 

H(:iT 1.,.IGT HP E\'E 
505 0 BP BP□ 

DOE :STE 
071675 

ADR/ DATE 0775 □PI OR0260200J♦P/N! 

PAGE 002 OF 003 
1963 W BUPNSIDE ST 

PORTLAND OP 
ADR/ DATE 0476 □PI □R0260200 

304 NE 18TH AV 
F'OPTLAND OR 

VARIABLE REC□PD(S) 
VAR/ DATE ORI CLR 
001 070875 □R0260200 Qg C 
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PTH AMEP I CAN , PEVL ~~ 12591 , t·l I CKS GI_INS 
, :::EP I ES~~:X::X:4453 J ♦ P _,..~i ! 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASUR Y 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FI F' EARMS 

TRANSFEROR'S TRANS­
ACTION NO. 

FIREARMS TRANSACTION RE CORD 
PART I - INTRA-STATE OVER-THE-COUNTER 

NOTE: Pleast read and carefully follow instructions on reverse. Prepare an original only. 

SECTION A - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEREE OR BUYER 

1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer'•) NAME (Last , First, Middle) 4M I u:, Misc..) 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 

\ 0 
4. RACE 

6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. PLACE OF BIRTH 

s. CERTIFICATION oF TRANSFEREE (Buyer) - An untruthful answer may subject you to criminal prosecution. Each question 
must be answered with a ''yes11or a "no" inserted in the box at the right of the question: 

a. Are you under indictment or information in any court d. Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marihuana, 

~1) for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term 

~ 
or a depressant_, stimulant, or narcotic drug? 

exceeding one year? 

e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or 

b. Have you been convicted in any court of a crime punish- have you ever been committed to a mental institution? Wt> able by impri.~onment for a term exceeding one year? 

\\ (Note: The actual sentence given by the judge does not f. Have you been discharged from the Armed Forces 
~~ matter-a yes answer is necessary if the judge could have under dishonorable conditions? 

given a sentence of more than one year.) 
g. Are you an alien illegally in the United States? ~ 

C• Are you a fugitive from justice? ~ 
h. Are you a person who, having been a citizen of the \jt) United States, has renounced his citizenship? 

I hereby certify that the answers to the above are true and correct. 1 understand that a person who answers any of the above 
questions in _the affirmative is prohibited by Federal law from purchasing and/or possessing a firearm. I also understand that the 
making of any false oral or written statement or the exhibiting of any false or misrepresented identification with respect to this 
transaction is a crime punishable as a felony. 

TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer"•) SIGNATURE DATE 

SECTION B - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR OR SELLER --------------------------1 
THE PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTION A: 

0 lg.J(NOWN TO M:C 
~AS IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO ME IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER 

1------------------------------ -----,----------------------~ 
9. TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION (Driuer 's License, etc.) 10. NUMBER ON IDENTIFICATION 

On the basis of: (I) the statements in Section A; (2) the verification of identity noted in Section B; and (3) the information 
in the current list of Published Ordinances, it is my belief that it is not unlawful for me to sell, deliver or otherwise dispose 
of the firearm described below to the person identified in Section A. 

11. TYPE (Pistol, rine, etc.) 12 . MODEL 

15. MANUFACTURER (and Importer, if any) 

13. CALIBER OR 
GAUGE 

14 . SERIAL NO .. 

16. TRADE/CORPORATE NAME AND ADDRESS OF TRANSFEROR (Seller) (Hand 81amp may be used) 17. FEDERAL FIREARMS r: :._: :•~~ , r · , _-.. LICENSE NO. 
I.... .... • ~ ~ _, 

4Gll s. ·-'· =~ .,-·,: c,. u:~:-: \· r1y o/]-// / tf fr - -:- •,.,-~ e, ·,-r,.-.. r 
_ V, ~. L, I I,;__,,, ; , ( \: 1_.: ( ~ :37221 

Pi 1c:~E: 2l;s. r. . 

18. TRANSFEROR'S (Seller's) SIGNATURE 

ATF FORM 4473- PT I (6-74) EDITION OF 9/73 WILL BE USED 
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f
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N.QTICE TO DEALERS: This original ls for your files. I! rpoiled in making out, do not destroy. _Keep in 
books. Fill out In duplicate. 

Carbon duplicate must be mailed on the eve ning of the day u! s;; Je, to head of police commissioners, chief of 
police, city marshal, town marshal or other head of the polic~ dc p::rlmcnt of the municipal corporation wherein 
the sale ls made, or to the county clerk of your county if the sale is made in a district where there is no municipal 

~~~e b:~=~:.=.~~ .. :~:~~~~~~ .. :~ .. ~.~.~.: .. ~.~ .. :~~.~.~~~.~=o;a~:e~::b~~~·~·~·~:~.~~~ .. ~~~ .. ~~~.~~~~~.:.~::~: 
(Name of firm) / • _ . (Person making sale) 

On ·--.. ····-··········· .. ·········-······························l:-:/·r·L!L .. , 19 .. 7,(J at ... .3.: ... ':-i.:J=········· .. ······· .. ····7Jo'cloc~ p.m. 

City, t~~ o~wn:n~ip_ ...... i ........... in··:················· ... -.............. ; .... : ... Description
1
s~ta:~tn--:?-~t~~ 

Maker '.:" .. (.t~~.i.>.:.ltV~···~~.~. Numbr/ . ./. .... :-1. ... f..J ................................... Calib; .. J-ll'.½4-r-

Name of purchaser S.m,.±.h;·-~~~.c,':p1 ....... : .......................... Date °!l!--rth,J./_J_ ... _/.':f-T..-.. 
Pennanent residence J{J.f.~ ... -.. =: ... /.o..-:1;/2. .... N./i.................. 9.qj:. ...... :······· .. ········-··················-··· ~ ---LS-tate name of city. towt1 or township street and n!-1~J-;·~f dwelling/ 

Height ........ : .. - ... feet,~ ........... inches. Occupation -······l.~Li.t.~ ................................................ -.......... . 
Race···-······· W······························· Eyes ............ o~ ............................ Hair ...... f3:-<(j ................................ . 
If traveling, or in locality temporarily, give local address ···-··············-··········································-··-··-··· 

Series UU N~ 3390 

. ....,..__ 

.. 5b.c~-u-n .. 1/, ... S.n.-.J.: ~ ............. ·-······-·--.. --·· 
(Signing a tidltlous name or ad

1

jress ls a misdemeanor) 
(To Be Signed in Duplicate) 

ORIGINAL 

Sheet No ...... d.. ... 9... .. J!..1. .... . 
STATE OF OREGON 

DEALER'S RECORD OF SALE OF REVOLVER OR PISTOL 
bo ks NFOilTl ICE :ro DE:AI,ERS: This original is !or your filCfl, If spoiled in making out, do not destroy. Keep in 

0 • out m duplicate. 
r Carbon duplicate must be mailed on the ev"?ning o! the d.ay of sale, to head of police commissioners chief o! 

~ ice,
1 

ci_ty marshal, town marshal or other head of the pollc•: departmen~ of the municipal corporation' wherein 
~ sa e is made, or t<;> the county clerk of ypur county i! the :-.:,le 15 made m a district where there is no municipal 

;:z;e b;~:.~=~.::: ... ~~.~~~~·i·~·~·~~ .. ~ .w :.C.z~:,J;e:;;~ a~:::b~: .. ~.~~~ du;?.~~~ .. ~~.~ .. :~.~lible. pencil. 

:; -;~: .... ··:···•:=~;',t?.7;£3.~ , 19 .. "l£at • ?:;Q~:0

~:.':'.~~':'.''.'o'c'.ockf3m. 
Y, nor t~hip ... __;::;;)-.. ~.": .......... {!. .......................... Descnpt,on of ann £?,.,,..,{J2 .. . 

::::To;;:~:~~~:~·~~~~. s•~l1:;u;~:T~~f i .~ ~~~;:· :;s~~;;~~~Z~?lf ~M' 
Permanent residence ... l.?..,.~ ...... V. .... [,L~d::::-::~~.?-:: . .fi.............................. .............................. -
H ei ht ..::, - f tate ~ o! city, w-w,-. -?r ~;;>, e----;">cl 3/1.JI number o! dwelling) ··· · ··········--·· .. . 

Rae: ········• ..... ~t, ·······-······· inches. Occu~ton ... J,_t . .LJ.&~ ...... ~ ........... r:5 .. ···· .. ············ .................. . 
··············· .......................... _ .. _ Eyes ... _-1.>:-:&.-······- ··················· Hair ····•·l---L~:-:B. ............................. . 

If traveling, or in locality temporarily, g{---:;e local d.J!.~ess ........................................................ . 

- -----------·-··-·--------------··········--··················· 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY TRANSFEROR'S TRANS-

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO ANO FIREARMS 
ACTION NO. 

FIREARMS TRANSACTION RECORD 
PART I - INTRA-STATE OVER-THE-COUNTER JJ1~ja -fJJ-r 

NOTE· Please read and carefully follow insrrucrions on reverse. Prepare an original only. 

SECTION A - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEREE OR BUYER 

1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer's) NAME (l,ast, First, Middle) Misc.) 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 4. RACE 

5111TH, SfJAQDA.J VIR...G1JJ1A 51511 !SlJ Cauc. 
5. RESIDENCE ADDRESS (No., Stree t, City, State, 7,ip Code) 6 . DATE OF BIRTH 7 . PLACE OF BIRTH 

30/'--I /~t!l A-VE AJ~ 
pot2..T UttJf'J 

3-30--yi LOS AN6-ELEs - OtQ CAUF. 
B. CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE (Buy er) - An untruthful answer may subject you to criminal prosecution. Each question 

must be answered with a "ycs"or a "no" inserted in the box at the right of the question: 

a. Are you under indictment or information in any court d. Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marihuana , Vo for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term kJO or a depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug? 

exceeding one year? 

e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or 

IJD b. Have you been convicted in any court of a crime punish- have you ever been co mmitted to a mental institution? 

able by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year? 
(Note: The actual sentence given by the judge does not IJD f. Have you been di scharged from the Armed Forces ~ matter-a yes answer is necessary if the judge could have under dishonorable conditions? 
given a sentence of more than one year.) 

g. Are you an alien illegaJly in the United States? )JO 
c, Are you a fugitive from)u stice? !JC) h. Are you a person who, having been a citizen of the fJo United States , has renounced his citizenship? 

I hereby certify that the answers to the above are true and correct. I understand that a person who answers any of the above 
questions in _the affirmative is prohibited by Federal law from purchasing and/or possessing a firearm. I also understand that the 
making of any false oral or written statement or the exh ibiting of any false or misrepresented identification with respect to this 
transaction is a crime punishable as a felony. 

TRANSFEREE 'S (Buyer 's) SIGNATURE DATE 

<3kmta7J 'if SrYiiC~ t-J,10 -7 6 
SECTION B - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR OR SELLER 

. - ----

THE PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTION A: ~NOWNTOM:' 
.~AS IDENTIFIED 111MSELF TO ME IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER 

9 . TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION (Driver's License, e tc .) () D-L-7 ";;"; ;;;:;t"ON 
On the basis of: (1) the statements in Section A; (2) the verification of identity noted in Section 13; and (3) the information 
in the current list of Published Ordinances, it is my belief th:it it is not unlawful for me to se ll , deliver or otherwise dispose 
of the firearm described below to the person identified in Secti on A. 

11. TYPE (Pistol, rifle, etc.) Mjb(~ 12. MODEL 
n g1~'grn'.;f 14. SERIAL NO. 

,~-fJ*' I J.-!J1 / d-~" ~. 
15. MANUFACTURER /and importe"r:ifany) 

~&A (} /rYI fhl--/;, ~ '!,~, ~ 
16. TRADE / CORPORATE NAME ANO ADDRESS OF TRANS~EROR (Seller) (Hand stamp may be used) 17. FEDERAL FIREARMS 

f~J £ (.-;~ .:. ? ~~ 
LICENSE NO. ,~ ~~ r ! ·.· ·> 

4611 s. vt·. ~:·~--~·,L·:.·:~::~J ;_:·~.i. ·,:;\y f 3-ll!ij f-0 ·-{;l .1 · :·-, ,~1·,,.:,\; 1 0- -1, .. 
· · ··' ·· •· 1, u ,\:._c.~,. , -1 .1 t .Ll 

h,O':':: 2.··, i1.<1?.1 
18. TRANSF ERO.R'S (Seller's) SIGNATURE 

~~ 
19. 

TRANS(~~~ 

20: TRANSAC-

ffT(t~/;fo 
TF l=("lf-l'.• ,1473 . PT I IG-74) EDITI ON OF 9/73 W · 1 c. BE USED 
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No. _________ _ 

Date: 7/9/77 

To: Lt. Winters 

From: Officer 

City of Portland, Oregon 

Bureau of Police 

TACTICAL SUPPORT DIVISION 
Intel llgence Report 

Subject: The January 1977 Attempted Folsom Prison Break 

SMITH, Sharon Virginia 
last known Ptld. add: 1963 W Burnside #302 
wf, 3/30/48, 5'5, 150~ brn/brn 
ODL 2387453 
CRN #231353 
also poss. add: 3014 NE 19th 
other alias: FLANDERS, Sharon Virginia 

Sir: 

Distribution, 

QCENTRAL 

QEASf 

QNORTH 

0 DETS O TRAFFIC 

QJUl(S QSID 

QCOMMAND SUPPORT 

O / S AGENCY _______ _ 

DIST CAR 

OTHER 

Received information concerning the January 1977 attempte0 
jail break from Folsom Prison. During the attempted jail break, 
a vehicle was parked outside thE prison walls in which the prisoners 
were to escape in. Inside the vehicle was found three set~ of male 
clothing and two 12 guage sho~guns . Tracing the shotguns, it was 
found that they were purchased in Portland, Oregon, GI Joes, one, 
the main store located on North Vancouver and the other, GI Joes, 
Beaverton Branch. The g~ns were sold to the above mentioned subject, 
Sharon .Virginia Smith, who also purc~ased a Walters 9mm P38 and a 
North American Arms 22 Cal~ber 8 shot revolver from Nicks Guns. The 

' Walter 9mm P38 was the weapon seized in the Folsom Prison, and reports 
were that the 22 Caliber had been flushed down the toilet prior to the 
search of Folsom Prison cells. At this time ATE is contacting the GI 
Joes in attempting to obtain the gun reg istration sales form. 

On 7/7/77, proceeded to the Freeway Hotel, located at 1 963 E. · 
Burnside with ATF Special Agent Vance Johnson. At the Freeway Hotel 
we made contact with the manager, Roger Castle, who allowed us to look 
at the past registration record s of the Freeway Hotel. In checking 
through the records, we found a registra tion card in the name of 
Sharon Smith, address of 167 Madison Street, Eugene, Oregon, dated 
7/8/75 , for room number 302. On the back of the card was noted from 
7/8/75 to 7/15/75, check out of 7/15/75. SA Johnson seized the card 
as evidence and issued a property receipt to Mr. Castle. A photostatic 
copy was made for us. The handwriting on the card appeared to match 
the handwriting that was on the gun receipts for the 9mm and 22 Cal. 
revolver. 

SA Johnson will keep us informed of his findings, we will attempt 
to contact Folsom Prison, LT. Johnson in an attempt to receive further 
details. 

50.03 Rl276 
RLT/pa 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASUR Y TRANSFEROR'S TRANS-
ACTION NO. 

BUREAU OF ALCCHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS -, 

FIR EA.RMS TRANSACTION RECORD ' ·- --.. 
PART I - INTRA-STATE OVER -THE-COUNTER 

. •. 

2~~ --NOTE: Please read and carefully fallow instructions on re~erse. Prepare an original only. ~1 · .. 
SECTION A - TO BE COMPLEIED BY TRANSFEREE OR BUYER ' 

~ 
1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer'•) NAME (Laal , Fir1t, Middle) (Mr., Mr<_Mus.) _;) 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 4 . RACE -«smrn-\, -St\t\~C)~ \) l¼l:s lN\ f\ ~-~ vso CA'->-C.. .•.· 

5 . RESIDENCE' ADDRESS (No . , Street, City, State, Zip Code) 6 . DATE OF BIRTH 7. PLACE OF BIRTH 

\iR ,---,J SK < "":>-~l\~ 
io~ i\~-£\..6 / 

'3D\l.\ ~-€) '2)\:: J \o~~~P 1 <.) . 9.'l"o c-A\.... -s. CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE (Buyer) - An untruthful answer may subject you to criminal prosecution. Each question t · must be answered with a ''yes"or a "no" inserted in the box at the right of the questio:1: 

~ 

a. Are you under indictment or information in any court d . Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marihuana, ND -
for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term ND or a depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug? 
exceeding one year? 

e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or -
b. Have you been convicted in any court of a crime punish-

able by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year? 

have you ever been committed to a mental institution? NO 
(Note: The actual sentence given by the judge does not tJO f. Have you been discharged from the Armed Forces ~C) 

,r .. 'f(,:, 

matter-a yes answer is necessary if the judge could have under.dishonorable conditions? " 

given a sentence of more than one year.) 
' 

. 
g. Are you an alien illegally in the United States? lJO 

C. Are you a fugitive from justice? JJD h. Are you a person who , having been a citizen of the }JO 1 United States, has renounced his citizenship? 

I hereby certify that the answers to the above are true and correct. I understand that a person who answers any of the above 
questions in _the affirmative is prohibited by Federal law from purchasing and/or possessing _a firearm . I also understand that the 
making of any false oral or written statement or the exhibiting of any false or misrepresented identification with respect to this -
transaction is a crime punishable as a felony . f~ TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer'•) SIGNATURE DATE .,.. ' 

v~h~ V.~~ 4 /1t,/7l 
. ~ -·~. SECTION B - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR OR SELLER l"°"J." 

~ IS KNOWN TO ME 
,r . 

THE PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTION A : 
HAS IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO ME IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER 

9 . TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION (Driver 's 1,icc nse , etc .) 10. NUMBER ON IDENTIFICATION .;\ ... -
/ ~ -

O~\__ ?,.~1.11\';)3 ;<:-. ,... _ ... 
:i( 

On the basis of: (I) the statements in Sec tion A ; (2) the verification of identity noted in Section B; and (3) the information ;~:~, 
in the current list of Published Ordinances, it is my belief that it is not unlawful for me to sell, deliver or otherwise dispose '½ .-. 
of the firearm described below to the person identified in Section A. 4: '\, 

t( . 
11. TYPE (Pi1tol, nne, etc.) 12 . MODEL 13. CALIBER OR 14. SERIAL NO. ·ij~? GAUGE 

-s~~, G~0 1\\\ ? O'ltf\1\ 
~;-· y),_i~ . 
. 

if/ :: ~ 
15. MANUFACTURER (and importer, if any) ~1~ 

~,'-t-\ ~--fflli-S~ 4\"Kv ~ i~...-.. 16. TRADE/CORPORATE NAME AND ADDRESS OF TRANSFEROR (Seller) (Hand ,tamp may be uaed) 17. FEDERAL FIREARMS ~t. 

j] 0-~~ - ~ JL.r-e.;, LICENSE NO. . \ . 

~ 
"/'. , 

' -j-' 

·:: 
~ . 

lft 18. ~SFEROA,5 (Seller '1) SIGNATURE 19. TRANSFEROR'S TITLE 20. TRANSAC· 
TION DATE 

..... ). . ,, C\..a\2. 1\-~b-t'jl, ' - - ~ i.E.::. 
. , . . 

...... ·-- ..... 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FI R E ARMS 

TRANSFEROR'S TRANS• 
ACTION NO. 

FIREARMS TRANSACTION. RECORD 
PART I - INTRA.STATE OVER-THE-COUNTER tf- 9250 

NOTE: Please read and carefully follow instructions on reverse. Prepare an original only. 

SECTION A- D BY TRANSFEREE OR BUYER 
1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer',) NAME (La,t, First , Mid 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 4. RACE 

/s(J 
6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. PLACE OF BIRTH 

It, I t);)_ 
Los Al'\5eJe.s 
ul,t 

s. CERTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE (Buyer) - An untruthful answer may subject you to criminal prosecution. Each question 
must be answered with a ''yes"or a "no" inserted in the box at the right of the question: 

a. Are you under indictment or information in any court d. Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marihuana, 
for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term ~~ 

or a depressant , stimulant, or narcotic drug? 
exceeding one year? 

e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or 

b. Have you been convicted in any court of a crime punish- have you ever been committed to a mental institution? 

able by impri~onment for a term exceeding one yeat? 
(Note : The actual sentence given by the judge does not ~() f. Have you been discharged from the Armed Forces 
matter-a yes answer is necessary if the judge could have under dishonorable conditions? 
given a sentence of more than one year.) 

g. Are you an alien illegally in the United States? 

C4 Are you a fugitive from justice? ~C) h. Are you a person who, having been a citizen of the 
United States, ha~ renounced his citizenship? 

NO 

DO 
rvo 
1-JO 
1JD 

I hereby certify that the answers to the above are true and correct. I understand that a person who answers any of the above 
questions in _the affirmative is prohibited by Federal law from purchasing and/or possessing a firearm. I also understand that the 
making of any false oral or written statement or the exhibiting of any false or misrepresented identification with respect to this 
transaction is a crime punishable as a felony . 

TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer'•) SIGNATURE. 

SECTION B - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR OR SELLER 

IS KNOWN TO ME THE PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTION A : HAS IDENTIFIED HIMS.ELF TO ME IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER 

9. TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION (Driuer'a Llcenae, etc .) 10. NUMBER ON IDENTIFICATION 

On the basis of: (I) rhe statements in Section A; (2) the verification of identity noted in Section B; and (3) the informatiori 
in the current list of Published Ordinances , it is my belief that it is not unlawful for me to sell, deliver or otherwise dispose 
of the firearm described below to the person identified in Section A. 

11. TYPE (Putol, rifle, etc.) 12. MODEL 

f?~ 
13. CALIBER OR 

GAUGE 

/c2. 

RPORATE NAME AND ADDRESS OF TRANSFEROR (Seller) (Hand •tamp may be uaed) 

ATF FORM 4473 - PT 1 ( EDITION OF 9/73 WILL BE USED 

.. '! ' . .. . :.. 

14. SERIAL NO. 

17. FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE NO. 

20 . TRANSAC· 
TION DATE 

• · . .,"' l~. - -~ . ::p ;_ ; 
;_}- ·~. 
(! ... . - ~ ) -

> 

. ,' 
,.: . 
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Folsom Escape Plot Told-

Gun,· Knives Found Inside 
Remiro Held 
In Isolation 

By George Draper 

Joseph Remiro, one of two -
convicted assassins of Oakland 
schools superintendent Marcus Fos­
ter, is being held under super­
security at Folsom prison as a 
suspect iri a mass escape plot, The 
Chronicle learned yesterday. 

The 29-year-old charter mem­
ber of the Symbionese Liberation­
Army has been held in isolation 
,ince June 4, after a 9-mm automat­
!C pistol and 28 rounds of ammuni­
:ion were found in a cell near his. 

A subsequent shakedown of 
;he prison's Building No. 1, where 
Remiro is serving a life term for the 
fi'oster killing, turned up 17 prison­
made knives. 

Neither Associate Warden 
Stewart Potter nor officia!s of the 

1State Department of Corrections 
' would say who had the gtin when it 
was found or how it got inside the 
maximum security institution. 

It was learned, however, that 
the gun was found in the cell of 
Bobby Augustus Davis, 36, wbo _is 
serving four consecutive life terms 
for killing four Highway Patrolmen 
in 1970 in Los Angeles county. 

In response to questions, Potter 
said Remiro "associated" with Davis 
in the prison yard and lived fairly 
close to him on the same tier of 
Building No. 1. 

Botb Remiro and Davis have 
histories of attempted escape. 

Remiro and his co-assassin, 
Russell Little, jumped two deputies 
in the Alameda county jail on 
March 1, 1975. They gouged the eye 
of one deputy, permanently impair­
ing his eyesight, and jammed a 
pencil into the throat of the other. 

Davis, who appeared as a wit­
ness for l!,emiro at \]le latter's 
escapeii-ial in San Jose last year, 
has been caught three times with 
hacksaw blades while in prison. 

On one occasion in b Davis 
was x-rayed at Folsom and found to 
have ten pieces of hacksaw blades 
in his lower gastro-intestinal tract. 

Officials were obviously shak­
en by tbe discovery of the automat­
ic pistol and ammunition cached 
deep inside Folsom, the state's most 
secure prison. 

"This is the first time in 
Folsom's history," Associate War- J 
den Potter said yesterday, "that a 
gun has been smuggled inside." 

It was learned that the gun 
reached the prison several weeks. 
before it was found. Potter said no 

Back Page Col. 5 

JOSEPH REMIRO 
Marcus Foster slayer 

BOBBY AUGUSTUS DAVIS 
Pistol in his cell 

FOLSOM PLOT TOLD 
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guards are suspected of helping to 
smuggle the gun in. 

Potter was reluctant to talk 
about any visitors Davis, Remiro or 
Kennth Como, another of Remiro's 
prison associates, may have had in 
recent weeks. 

"It's safe to say they've · had 
visitors," Potter said, "but I don't 
want to give out the visitors' names. 
That might jeopardize the investi-
gation." · 

Como, who is also being held in 
solitary since the gun find, is 

_ serving time for stealing guns in a 
1971 plot to free convicted mass 
murderer Charles Manson. 

-The Folsom gun and ammuni­
tion were found .after a tip in the 
form of a note was slipped to a 
guard. But when Potter was asked 
to describe the exact place where 
the gun was found, he replied; 

"When we got it, it wasn't 
secreted. That's all I'll" say. I don't 
want to jeopardize anybr;dy's life." 

.,-

Potter said that had the escape 
plot been hatched the escapers 
armed with the gun and knives 
would still have had some difficult 
obstacles to cross. 

Their cell tier in Building No. 1, 
he said, was under surveillance by 
an armed guard in a gun gallery 
while outside the building there are 
two armed perimeters that would 
have had to be crossed. 

The.last time a gun was smug­
gled into one of California's large 
prisons was in 1971 when Attorney 
Stephen Bingham, carrying a tape 
recorder or briefcase, entered San 
Quentin to see prison militant 
George Jackson. 

Jackson allegedly returned to 
the prison 's adjustment center 
from the_ visit with a 9-mm. automa­
tic. In the violence that quickly 
followed three guards were killed, 
as were two inmates, including 
Jackson. · 

Bingham disappeared but -is 
still being sought on various 
charges, including murder. 



Found In-,C~/J .; 

FolsOm Escap·· e 
Pl¢trGLJn Linked 

A Symbion~se Libepition ~lllY 
assassin, a Manson clan meml:!er and 
a . mass police · killer are under in~ 
vestigation at Folsom' Prison • c:\S · 

. . time a gUn has ,been fQund in a state 
· prison since George Jackson's alleged 
escape att~lllpt at San Quentin in 1971. 
Jackson; three ·other· prisoners and 

. suspects in an escape' plot which was' 
thw~rted when a gun was found in orie •. 
of .their, ¢ens. . .· . . . . . . ·. . 

The three are SLA member Jose.ph, 
Remiro, convicted , of • the 197 4 
assassination of . Oakland schools 
superintendent Marcus . Foster; 
Kenneth' Como, serving time for · 
stealing guris in a 1971 :conspfracy to 
free convicted , mass slayer Charles 
Manson; and Bobby Augustus Davis, 
convicted of the 1970 murders Of four 
California Highway Patrol officers ·in · 
Los Angeles. . · 

The three were housed in a prison 
unit for escape-prone inmates when 

. the gun was found Jurte 4. ··· ·· 
· · Sources close to the investigations 
have confirmed that the .9 millimeter 
automatic pistol and ·. 28 . rounds . of 
arrimunitiori were found in Davis' cell · 
the .· night before an escape attempt : ' 
wastohavefaken place. · 

,Prison officials w·ere tipped 'tO the 
existence of a gun .by a note from ·. 
another inniate ~ho has riot been 
identified. . · · 

the discovery marked 'the first . 

· three gµards were killed in the en­
·, suing.·, me lee, ·, which· officials say 

resulted frofll a,, gun bei11g smugglec,l 
to J ac;kson .. _by, attorney ·. Stephen · 
Bingham: . 
-One . report under investigation in 

. the Folsom incident is , that the. gun . 
was smuggled fo on a prison delivery 
truck with outside help. · Officials will 

_ saYonly that rto prison employes were 
involved. · . . . 

Folsom associate warden Stewart 
Potter said today Remiro, Como and 
Davis are -among · IO- . men still in. 
security lockup as ~ result. of the gun 
incident. Seventeen were:originally in 
lockup,. he said, and anotiler is ex- ' 
pected to be reteased this week. 
· The 1,800-inmate maximum 

security prison was locked down;for 
several · days during a search for 
weapons · after •the· gun was found. · 
Seventeen·, prison-made knives were 
discovered, but . officials .. did. not 
conside.r that to be a large number . 

. Potter said the bulk- of tile inmate 
population was _''very cooperative" 
during the search. 
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Brigade deserves respect, say leftists 

By JOHN ARTHUR WILSON 
and LEE MORIWAKI 

While members of the Left Bank 
Collective have disagreed with the 
George J ackso.n Brigade and some 
of its actions, the members say the 
brigade is a group of "serious revo­
lutionaries who have tlie right to be 
respected as such," a spokesman 
for the collective said today. 

Paul Zilsel, a veteran activist in 
Seattle's left, said the brigade -
which has claimed · responsibility 
for an attempted bank robbery Jan-

m uary 23 and the bloody "rescue" of 
a man charged with the robbery -

n- has the right to have its activities 
of placed in the proper political con-
re text of a revolutionary act against 
i · the ruling class. 
th · Zilsel said the collective received 
b- a ppotocopy of the brigade's latest 
ss coniplunique in yesterday's mail, 
20 postmarked from Seattle. 
m A ·Bellevue -radio statio.n, KZAM, 
a also received a copy of the commu-

nique yesterday, including a correc-
)W tive dental device supposedly re-
nd moved from the mouth of John 
!r- Sherman. 
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SHERMAN ESCAPED March 10 . 
with the aid of an accomplice. The 
accomplice seriously wounded a 
county policeman who had accom­
panied Sherman to Harborview 
Medical Center for further treat- . 
ment of a mouth wound Sherman .' 
suffered in a shootout at the Tuk­
wila Branch of the Pacific Natio.nal . 
Bank of Washington. 

Two other men, Edward Allen 
Mead and Mark Edwin Cook, are 
charged with the attempted robbery 
and are in custody in the King 
County jail. A fourth suspect, Bruce 
Seidel, was killed during the gun 
battle with police. 

Previously, the collective, which 
runs a bookstore in the Pike Place 
Market, criticlzed the brigade for 
the September 18 bombing of a Cap­
itol Hill Safeway -supermarket i.n 
which several persons were injured. 

That bombing was three days aft­
er Ralph Patrick Ford, ~ho wor~~d 
~.t the <:Olle<:ti_ye, was kilfecfat the 
same Safeway when a bomb he ap-

parently was armmg detonated pre­
m turely. 

The brigade, in an earlier com­
munique, said the September 18 
bombing was in retaliation for 
Ford's death and the capture of Pa­
tricia Hearst and Bill and Emily 
Harris. 

THE COLLECTIVE said Ford 
was considering the safety of people 
when he attempted to place the 

bomb late at night "so that only 
mechanical equipment could be 
damaged." . 

Zilsel said the collective still is 
likely to disagree with some of the 
brigade's actions, but he said the 
collective is "1Iad" the terrorist 
band found sh\1ter from law-en­
forcement offid:11s p11rsuin~ them. 

The collective, which has also 
been active in a group opposing a 

·- -

federal grand jury probe Into the 
January 23 attempted bank rob­
bery, also urged people not to coop­
erate with the inquiry, Zilsel said. 

The brigade said Sherman, Mead 
and Seidel were members of the 
group. it promised to "retaliate" 
for Seid~l's death. 

But the group's latest commu­
nique has mai·ked the first time any 
members have been identified. 
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Grand iury may see evidence, iudge rules 
By ROSS ANDERSON 

United States Distict Judge Mo­
rell E. Sharp ruled yesterday that 
guns, radical literature and the 
making:; for crude bombs siezed by 
police at a Capitol Hill apartment 
in iune can be presented to a feder­
al grand jury. 

The occupants of the apartment, 
Helene Ellenbogen, Paul Zilsel and 
Wayne Parker, had contended that 
Seattle police entered illegally, and 
asked that the items be returned. 

Judge Sharp, however, said evi­
dence showed that officers acted le­
g a 11 y and properly when they 
forced their way into the apartment 
while searching for an auto thief 
June 20. 

He said he believed the officers, 

who said they had heard of bomb­
threats for July 4 celebrations, and 
believed there might be a connec­
tion when they saw several weap­
ons, including a shotgun and a rifle 
capable of being converted to an 
automatic weapon. 

Police said they Immediately 
dropped the search for the car thief 
and searched the apartment, turn­
ing up boxes full of radical litera­
ture, gunpowder, fuse and other 
items which could be made into 
crude bombs. 

The three occupants were arrest­
ed and taken to t:- , police station, 
but never were charged. 

The Uni'ted States Attorney's of. 
fice wants to present the material 
to a grand jury investigating radi­
cal bombings, but has withheld the 

evidence pending a ruling on the 
police entry. 

Judge Sharp's ruling opens the 
door to the grand jury. A, spokes­
man for the United States attornev 
said the evidence will be presented 
soon. 

Judge Sharp emphasized that 
there is no law against "being a 
radical revolutionary," but that pol­
ice in this case had reason to be• 
lieve they were looking at possible 
criminal activity. 
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U.S. Returns 
Guns Seized 
In Apartment' 

Several guns I seized in 
the search of a Capitol 
Hill apartment last June 

. have quietly ibeen re­
turned by federal au-: 
thorities. 
. The government said 
experts determined that 
the weapons - including 
a short-barreled shotgun, 

· a .30-caliber rifle and 
several handguns - fall 
within legal limits. 

The weapons were I re­
turned to. Paul Zilsel, 
Helene Ellenbogen and 
Richard Wayne Parker, 

· who had contended the 
,-weapons were taken b] 
; police o ff i c e r s wh, 
1·searched the apartmen 
' illegall:y last June 21 

while m pursuit of ai 
auto-theft suspect. 

'J'.he three, who oper­
ate Left Bank Books ir 
the Pike Place• Market 
were n~ char,ged witt. 
any crune. · 

.. 
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' 20th started out like every other long 

and boring day in the Seattle City Jail. 
But it got worse, and then better, in a 

hurry. 
Whitnack, a 21-ye·ar-old prison activist 

and jlnarchist, had 'been held in the jail since 
Juls, for refusing to testify or even·•give her 

, fingerprints · to ·' a I grand jury probing 
I Seattle's Left confrpuniti. As things stood, 
I she faced another 12 months inside. . ..-; .... - . -

-•• .,. ........ .... " ............ e, ya ,.,.,.,"' ..,viva,, "&-.,&.IVIA" 

warning, six federal marshalls dragged her 
out of her cell, choked her' into unconscious-· 
ness, and forcibly took her prints and mug• 
shot. Then, without further ceremony, they 
gave her her_ walking p11pers. -! , 

Th~ prosecutor's . office l~sueq a , pr~~s 
releas~.saying ~hat the prints were 9biaiJ\e.,d 
"wit_hQut. ipjury, to the , pr.isQ~~r ,i;, ~!'!A '.then 

. went on to stat~ .th.a~. the. eyidl)nce would b~ 
compared to pri~_!..s _ taken . from ., :.an. 

T~ ~and jury is ostensibly probtng the 
it .ties of the George Jackson Brigade, a 
clandestine group that pulled off six political ' 
bombings, a bungled bank robbery and a 
successful jailbreak during 1975 and 1976. 
(The courthouse bomb has been claimed by 
th~ New World Liberation Front, based in 
the San Francisco Bay area.) ' 

That wasn't the first time the prosecutor 
had attempted to discredi_t Whitnack when 
she refused to give in to his threats. Months 
earlier, he had announced that he had dis­
covered a housewife who claimed to have 
seen a woman vaguely fitting Whitnack's 
description lodged in a tree near a suburban 
power station that was bombed the next 
day. . 

Whitnack recalls: "When I first heard 
about this housewife's statement, I ran up to 
Ed Mead (a GJB member then and now in 

O 
w .,, •••·• - • • •Ii ·• · •· t 

'":'h) ; and I said to him, 'Ed, I wouldn't ask 
yvu this if I didn't need to know, but was 
there anybody who looked like me in the 
Laurehurst bombing?' 

"He told me, 'nope, there were no women 
involved.' Now, since then, friends have 
gone to look at the tree and they have told 
me there was no reason to climb the tree to 
see the power station, and that only one 
tree thereabouts would hold my weight , 
I'm neither slender nor athletic - and it 
lacks branches for its first ten feet.'' 

To this date, Whitnack has yet to ·be 
charged for either the Laurelhurst or the 
courthouse bomb. But the guilt-by-associa-' 
tion tactic has had some success in splitting 
the Seattle Coalition against Grand Jury 
abuse by driving a wedge between tliose 
who give critical support to armed struggle 
and those who oppose it out of principle or 

f' I I , \ I 

Michelle Whitnack 

The Left Bank Book Collective (of which 
, Whitnack is a member), the · main anti­
authoritian voice in the area, has quit the 
coalition rather than stifle its outspoken 
critical support of the GJB. The move to 
muzzle Left Bank came not from the nervous 
Liberals, but from the Leninists, many of 

· whom are Weather Underground Organiza­
tion camp-followers who were peddling the 
WU O's mass party-building line at the time. 

Whitnack herself has been critical of those 
GJB actions · which _ endangered innocent 
people - like the bombing of a Safeway 
during business hours. · . 

"Except for the Safeway action, I would 
rate the GJB's actions as good to real good," . 
she says. "The real good was breaking out . 
John Sherman (GJB member) who was in a - .. 

Seattle courth~use. J • ~ 

"Why did th'ey let me ·out just before 
Christmas? I don't know," says Whitnack. 
"I'd like to say it was because of the big pub• 

· lie campaign · around my case, and their 
.embarrassment at having me in jail, and 
they were looking for a face-saving way out, 
but t hat would be speculation. .' 

''All I know is they picked a day wh_en both 
· my'lawye'rs were out of town and the magis~ 

., · r1 th"-

I , • • 

The authorities • decided to ·make; 11-n, 
example and a warning of Whitnack after six ' 

• months of failure in their .witchhunt. Every 
witness, with only one minor exception,' has 
steadfastly refused to talk to the FBI or the 
grand jury. . 

In all, 11 individuals have been subpoenaed, 
many 'of whom have only marginal connec­
tion to the Left or underground scenes. Four 
of those subpoened · have been single 
mothers with very young children - ~n ob­
vious attempt to intimidate a vulnerable 
group. Police . search-and~seize raids on 
people~s home~ have followed the same ran-
d~m p11ttern . . ·. ., ,. • ·. . 

Despite its· internal conflicts, the Grand 
Jury Coalition has mounted an effective 
campaign, including fairly favorable cover- . 
age in the news media and energetic inter­
vention by the National Lawyers' Guild. 

"Our basic line is 'Co-operating with the 
State is like eating potato chips - once you 
start,. you can't stop,"' says Whitnack. 

"They (the authorities) have it in their 
minds that there's one big conspiracy going 
on. I think it's more comforting for them to 
think.it's coming from some sort of central 
command than that folks are acting ~ 
independently.'~ · 

Safeway Bombing 
Whitnack was subpoened because of her 

friendship with Ralph "Po" Ford, a Left 
Bank member who was killed in .late 1975 
when a bomb he was attempting to place in a_' 
closed Safeway blew up ·prematurely. (The 
GJB·Safeway bombing came in response to 
Po's death .) 

She had lived in Seattle about iwo years, 
and before that lived in Sacramento, where 

-. ~~ul~ na ~e; stoppea, ~'!~ ~ fo~c!.ble finger- , 
printing, wer~ Iort vat:{p,10n." ' '" I\ 1 

Whitiiack . poi.qt• oal as ~w+n11'that ·the 
'r~feren'ce tq~the·•~ri'ex~lAded bo111b doesn't 
make ·mu<;n riense llin~q ii would ha've ·been 
rriore Jo~ical ' to:iteep her Tin' jail'tlntil the1 com'• 
'pari&on of, print~-' liad -t>~en' completed.' '·· 

· The ''pr'ess 1 ,te1e~se liy ·the. prosecutofs 
0

Qffice was, 'in fact,-'part of a '(;ontinuing official 
£/lmpaign_)~ :~disc~~-dlt'• 'the · Seattle Left~ 
;tmongtb~ ~eneral popuJation·bycreating an 

• , • • I \ 1' , , • • l , 
an~a of cr1mmalit.JC 'llrnl1ni'I POlit,Jclll ai;Uy15t8'. 

. - -• • I 

.: • -,!",k~:J, ... .J' .. i·· 1. "'t: . • I •. I 

I 

prisoners' :. struggles . 'in Folsom an~ San! 
Que.ntin, '• ., ' 

~; · After sne went, to jail herself, the grand 
jury offensive seemed _to stall, probably be­
cause of the adverse publicity over the ' 
jailing. Since July, there have been no new 
s\lbpoenas, although the grand .jury con­

. tinues to sit. .. · 
But that's not all: as soon as she went in­

side, Whitnack got busy helping organize a , 
propaganda barrage about the lack of health j 
care facilitiei, in the jail. , When, as a result, 

· ' she was transferred to thf .Tacoma jail in 
punishment, the Se,attle women prisoners 
staged a, hunger • strik~ •· to demand her , 
return. She finally made.it back, but mainly l 
because of the string-pulling of her lawyer. I 

Now that she's out, Whitnack has to try to l 
pick up the pieces of her totally-disrupted ! 

_ personal life. She had been sharing a house i 
with Laurie Raymond (sister of Jill Ray­
mond_, who spent 17 months in jail resisting ; 
the Lexington, Kentucky, grand jury), and · 
Laurie's two young children, But now Ray-' 
mond is in jail and could remain there until 
summer on two convictions: destroying 
federal property at the Trident;.:n,uclear sub, 
marine base, and "assaulting" six marshalls 
at Whitnack's contempt hearing. Raymond's 
two children are temporarily staying with 
friends. · · · • 1 

"My immediate priorities are to settle my ' 
home life and to transform my defense 
committee, Deep Freeze Lije Support 

· Systems (P.O. Box 12497, Seattle, Washing­
ton 98111), into a defense committee !or 
Laurie," says Whitnack. . ' 

"Was six months in jail worth it? You bet it 
was. The thing they didn't realize was when 

1 my 4energy runs out, my stul,bornness , 
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The June 7th issue of t~_e_Northwest PaS$age con : 
tained an article arguing a1 ·t the need for clandes· 

tine urban guerilla activiti~s- in the Uni ten States such 
as have been carried out recently in Seattle by tho 
George Jackson Brigade. We believe thdt the article 
was rife With confused definitions and analysis, and 
that it neither reflected any understanding of the his· 
torical nature and role of armed struggle, nor all' u.n· 
derstanding of the unique conditions in the advanc.ed 
industrial nuti_ons at this time. We would like ·to pre· 
sent .another viewpoint, in support of armed , ; ,ons 
by revolutionaries now, as:an important aspect of 
the development ?f ·the ,revolutionary movement. 

At the, outset, we feel it is necessary to define 
armed stniggle and terrorism in a radically different 
way than was suggested in the NWP, Armed struggle 
is not of necessity a mass uprising, but rathe, in· • . 

eludes a whole spectrum of militant resistance· to the 
ruling class, including bombjnq~. armed occupations of 
buildings and land (su~h as Attica.Wounded Knee and 
Menominee).Jllisooec breakouts, armed robbery, kid· 
napping, assassination, assault< on pofjce ~g rnititlry 
instaiiatjoos etc. Armed struggfe, as carried out by 
le.ft revolutionaries mav 11se the same spftctn1ro ·gt ·­
tactips-tiere in Seattle as in Latin America. Europe, 
P.aJeuioe, or Viernaa,, with ttie cen'traf proviso that 
the revolutionary must alway• rnake concern tar U:ie 
welfare of jnnpccJll.people a 11iial PiJCT of tbe piannipg 
a(}Q execYti'Qn nf aCtinns- · 

: "Terrorism'', in its pejorative sense, is armed action 
which deliberately or callously ·igrorenhe welfare of 
the peop!e, and is not focusect'on the groups i!f'ld •indi· 
viduals against which the actor is fighting . It .is primar• 
ily a right-wing phenomenon, and in addition to the 
-~·n,titiJtionalized terrorism of the ruling class and its 

oolice forcesi it has· been carried out again and again 

.· Page 18 Northwest PaSf,B(JII July 19 · Aug~s.t 8 

by police agents po_sing as revolutinnaries, to discredit 
the principled ac· ; of guerillas Tr.n ,tate would 
.like people to s.it?' ,,1:(acts of insurgency as "terrorism" 
bur revolutions around the world have consistently 
made the distinction between revolutionary violence 
against the ruling class, and the terrorism of random 
violence employed by the state against the people. 

· It would be nice if acts ·of "terrorism" never occur· 
red on the. hilt , but obviously on occassions they have. 
The G.J.B.'s bombing of Safeway last fall was such an 
acti~n. coming out of their rage· at the death of a guer· · 
rilla in Seattle, and the capture of the S.L,A. in Cali­
fornia. It was not defensible; but mistakes are made 
in the development ofan armed insurgency, and the 
fact is that the G.J.B. has publicly .criticized them· 
selves. for the action, and learned from· it. When was 
the last time you i1eard a police agency apologize for 
its acts· of terror _against the people ( 

I ;, ArmQd struggle is not of necessity 
a mass uprising, but rather includes 
a whole spectrum of militant resist- · 
.ance to the ruling class, including 
. bl)mbin9s, '!rmed occupations of · . 

· buildings and land (such as Attica, 
Wounded Knee, and Menomiee), 
pri~oner breakouts, armed robbery, 
kidnapgjnq, assassination, assaults ­
on police and military instij'jjations, 
etx. Armed struggle, as carried out 
by left revolutionaries, may use .~e 

. same spectrum of tactics here in 
Seattle as in Latin America, Europe, 
Palestine, or Vietnam ... ," · 

Given this distinction then, it is important to talk 
·about some of the implicit assumptions be.hind .th_e 
initiation of armed struggle. It is by now J trite truism· 
of_sectarian Marxist·leninists th.at they belie,e that · 
armed struggle will be necessary, but not now/ This 
particular litany has been repeated over and over again 

_-bydogmat isg since the successful revolution of 1917 
in Russia, in other countries in every stage of techno-
logical cavelopment, and has been proven wrong're· 
peatedly' -by armed militants who were not prepar!)d 
to wait fonhe "right time:•: 

The rationalizations for this are extensive. In 
China, after the fail!Jrl! of the Shanghai insurrection 
of 1927, Mao and a ,mall group of militants went 
intq the countryside without the support of the Chi· 
i1ese Communi.st Party and against the declared pol• 
icy of Stalin's co·minte.rn, t~ begin the armed strug• 
gl_e. Their numb!lrs gre~ almost continually as the· 

. 
1
people saw the incr~AiPI@ s4ccess which small groups 
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· One of the underlying ele.ments ·of the argument. 
against ·armed struggle is one which is never brought 
out in the open: fear. Undertaking clandestine illegal 
activities goes against lifetimes of conditioning to ac· 
cept authority. at the risk of massive retaliation by 
the state. Facing up to our own fear openly and hon 

· estly, and dealing with each other's fear in a .loving 
and ·co'.Tlradely manner g~s a long way to_.,;ard ov.er­
coming fear . Trying to hide our fears· behind mounds 
of theoretil:al evasion and a inaoho front is a sure way 
to remain trapped in paralyzed inaction or in destruc­
tive competitive games. 

Lenin once said "A revolutionary is a dead man on 
furlough". Anykind of activity.which genuinely 
threatens the state and the ruling class will be met 
with heavy repression, and always has. People need 
io be able to say : ''I'm willing to struggle for revolu• 
tion, but such and such is just ;.,,o,e risk than I can 
deal. with", without shame, and without being put 
down in a hierarchy .of "more revolutionary than thou" 
In doing so, they both give sanction to comrades who 
are taking greater risks, and keep themselves out of 
situ·ations with which they are not prepared to cope. 

In addition, folks need to realize that there is a wide 
range of illegal activity which goes into revolution, n, t 
all of wft.ich is as risky as carrying out a g1,1erriUa oper­
ation. Every revolution has an underground, and not 
all of the people are combat~nis- there ar~ technicians, 
writers, printers, forgers,'harborers, drivers, suppliers,. 
and a· host of others. They are all equally important, . 
and have ahr,ays been done by ordinary working peo­
ple, not mythical hero types. But what revolutionaries 
must begin to confront is that, whatever they are do­
ing, REVOLUTION IS ILLEGAL! 

REPRESSION AND RESISTANCE 

One of the fundament;il errors of the article in the 
NWP. was in suggesting that the Brigade was responsibte· 
for the repression which the state has b,ought down on 

n C\2 t() .;;jl IO <O ~ co O> 

che left in Seattle. In fact, the grand jury ·in.quisition 
and the F.B.1.-A.F.F.-S.P.O. investigations have merely 
illustrated the fundamentally repressive nature of This 
state, and have proven that the George Jackson Brigade 

.and other groups like them, are among the viable groups ·· 
on the left. 

\t 
.· ::_ ~·;:.-

th~y believ~ numbers about ten people. We. beU¢J\~ 
· the reason is that the ruli.ng class takes the thre.at wi1icfi' 

;iroups like the G.J .B. pose to the continued existence 
.Jf the state extremely seriously. Furthermore, the in­
dications are that such groups are ~rowing, an<.i thdt the 
state •is nearly pr,wcrless to halt their activities. Ti11s fact 
Li itself is an indi-::ation of a "base of .upport" i,, the 
community, and one which, if not destrciyed , ,:nay grow 
ir,to a permanent base of OpP.rations for the 9u()rrillas . 

.. (ne other argument suggested in ,he NWP articlei~ 
I . . 

1 that people become gueriHas because t.,ey can't last in 
1 tt.e "slow, real wnr:~ which is needed to turn this coun­
.i try :.round": it. bei~g "~elatively easy to hold up a 

. : bani., shoot polic.;r:, bomb a few buildir}Qs." This is 
' ridic.;ulous. Pec>ple like Bruce Seidel, Ed Mead, and 
·: John Sherm.:n came from long backgrounds of doing 

aboveground organizing, and clearly see their a·rmed 
woo, as a natural extension of ·th.eir past work ; Second• 
Jy, t.:> assert that robbi.ng banks, shooting _police or 

wh .. ,ever is "relatively easier" than aboveground work 
·; is ludicrous. It just ain't :;o_ At best, the comparison 
· is pointless; for the ,nrrmitted.revolutionary aboveground 
, a,,d the fugitive guerilla underground, must both con-
; stantiy contend with the full weight of the state ~rrayed 
! against their efforts. What is 'easiest' is primarily.a tune· 

· 
1 tion of the skills of the individual and not the area • 
of struggle in which the re~olutioriary is engaged. 

The events in Seattle are 3._'luai.1ting many white 
radicals with the nature of police repression which the 
Black>Chicano, Native American, and Puerto Rican · 
ccmmunitities have lived u·nqer constantly for decades. 
Although single mothers are certainly entitled to special 
support and sympathy from the community in the face 
of this appalling tactic of selecting them for subpeonas, 
arguemen ,s blaming their plight on the Brigade ignore 
the fact that this repression and abuse are the status · 
quo;,, otter .:om.munities, and will continue until the · 
state whid1 sponsors these outrages is· destroyed, a pro­
cess fro;n which further repressiori and abuse can be 
expected in abundance. 

· Finally. the entire article proceeds on the notion that 
· , there is a correct strat_egy for revolution which can be 

Another point which should be considered is ·.vhy the 
state is taking the trouble to send dozens of agents in 
from across the country to track down a If' ,up of which. 
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. figured out 1n detaiUrom this point in time, if wr, just 
have .the c:orr11.ct theory. Revolution is not an absolute 

· which exists at the end of some length of time, it is, as 
· Marx said, a dialectical process. To assume that it can 
·be anticipated by an enlightened few is to ignore the 
fact that people make hi story. The George Jackson . 
Brigade, and the (Jl.errilla movement, are ot the people, · 
and they _have the right to participate in the process in 
the way which se;ms most effective for them." We ' 
suiJport them in their decision. 
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EXIII BIT B-4 nage 3 
,,4.. armed_ mili1ants co•.1ld h·ave against the state. l,n 

tnam, in Laos, in Angola, Mozambique·, Alger 
-etc., the pattern of guerilla wa;·fare has invaribly ifl"' ,, . 
valved a very small group of _fighters, outside the 

·doctrinaire left, growing with their successes to be· 
come popular revoluti0nary movements. Cuba is a 
classic example: the armed struQgle there was begun 
by 8. fighters, survivors.of .the G·ranma expedition., and 
the Cuban Popular Social_ist Party (the main corn· 
munist party in Cuba) denounced them con•tinually 
as "adventu.rists" until it became clear that tha guer• 
rillas were going to win. 

In other Latin American struggles, th!! pattern re: 
curs. The legendary Tuparmaros· (M. L.N .) of Uru· 
quay, IMioiie nurrbers v..ere beliewd to be in the thous· 

ands, ·were begun by a group of no more than 12 pea· 
pie, whose first actions included theft of food trucks 

· nnd food giveaways, bombing of office buildings, and 
a gun club robbery. The Movement of the Re~olu• 
tionary left (M.1.R.), now ·considered rhe ·resistance 
to Chilean fascism, was rejected by the traditional left 
during ·1he Popular Unity period be.cause of. its "ex• 
trernisrn", The People's Revolutionary Army (ERP), 
which is now waging outright guerilla war against the 

· Argentine jun ta, be.ga·n as a small .urban "terrorist" 
Qrganiz3iion . 

Guerrilla war.fare has always be~n initiated by 
small groups, from ·whose example other people get 

i the idea and begin to t_ake actions independently . 
1 Eventually the groups and individuals begin to link 

up, and out of growing activity ~nd growing su~cess 
a movement forms. More people join;· the level of · 
activity increases. And for those in the society not 
engaged in. the struggle, the actions produce a change 
in political climate, a radical challenge to society's 
assumptions. Actions can be a catalyst-for the per• 
sunnl· transformation an9 radicalization of individuals. 
To tail to see revolutionary warfare as a dialectical 
process, grnwing from small to_ large and continually 
transforming the material conditions in which it 
operates, is to 'i gr ,ure the lessons of history. 

The .:r;,ur:nenrt that the. development of armed 
struggle must wait until some l_ater time when the 
pec,ple are at that stage simply does not hold up 1 
und11r examination . We wonder if folks who have 
this notion have ever considerec t..::w people develop 
the ·capability to wage a revolutionary war. Eeople 
simply_ do ·not learn these sorts of skills in the abstract 
against some late r. time when they might want to use 

I he onl t" the time or me 
in eveloping such skills is when they are pre· 
to wage war immediate! , or are already en 

a nit. Thus preparation and ~t>i!i.!Y. TQ carry put 
armed stuggle beJl!!lUVheo people •c•• ,uiliiv:Jo f..ig,tll, 

· sothat jf oeQple are ready Ja ligl;)t . there_ is no "bet· 
w" time than the present . 
----jhe Red Guerrilla Family, an urba1,Que1·rilla or· 
ganization which has been operating in the Bay Area 
since early last year, summl!d _it up well when tuey 
.said : · We have chosen to join the armed srruggle now, 
becauSB thare is no reason to wait. Armed srrugg/a is 
nor a·subsrirure for mass struggle, out a necessary 
part of ir. We do not clain, robe leaders or followers, 
bur simply rhe allies of all people who wan r freedom 
and socialism. Togerher, iw will win. 

WHAT Al;IE WE FIGHTING FOR? 
The author of the NWP article clearly considers 

a "revolution'.' to be consumated by the transf,,r ,1! 
srare povver from one ruling group to anJthe r. '. i,o 
task of aboveground "organizers" is to sell thei r par­
ticular brand of leadership to the· ''.masses", to gam 
support and legitimacy for their-particurar "vanguard 
in seizing state power in the name of the people. ·. 
While that has h"istorically been the outcome l.!f rev· 
olutians in the undey·eloped nations, that i~ not whc1t · 
revolutionin th~ lldvanced i~d~strial nations is about , 
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